
				  
				  
				  
			 

Agosto 11-17, 2025 P6.00VOLUME XLII No. 06

Aspiring Caviteño entrepreneurs engaged in the 2025 Biz iCREATE Training Program p.5

DOLE extends P373-K aid to 
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By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA – The fate of Vice 
President Sara Duterte will be 
determined by the Supreme 
Court (SC) since it is the “final 
arbiter” of the law and will be 
the one to rule with finality 
on her impeachment case, 
Malacañang said on Friday.
	 In an interview 
with reporters at PR001, 
Palace Press Officer Claire 
Castro said the SC has yet 
to decide on the motion for 
reconsideration seeking the 
reversal of its ruling that 
declared as unconstitutional 
the Articles of Impeachment 
against Duterte.
	 “Noon pa natin 

Continued on page 3...

sinagot ito. Kung anuman ang 
magiging desisyon ng Supreme 
Court, yan ay igagalang ng 
Pangulo, ng Ehekutibo. Bakit 
(We have already answered 
this. Whatever the decision 
of the Supreme Court will be, 

the President, the Executive 
[branch] will respect it. Why)? 
Because the Supreme Court is 
the final arbiter of any legal 
issues,” Castro said.
	 “So, since meron pang 

PCG offers aid after Chinese ships 
collide during WPS operations
By Jenny Red

QUEZON CITY, (PIA) —
The Philippine Coast Guard 
(PCG) extended humanitarian 
assistance Monday after two 
Chinese vessels collided 

during a pursuit of a Philippine 
patrol ship in the contested 
waters of the West Philippine 
Sea (WPS).
	 A China Coast Guard 
vessel and a People’s Liberation 
Army Navy warship crashed 

into each other approximately 
10.5 nautical miles east of 
Bajo de Masinloc as the coast 
guard ship was chasing the 
PCG’s BRP Suluan at high 
speed, according to PCG 

Continued on page 3...

child labor and to help create 
a future where every Filipino 
child is free to learn, play, and 
dream.
	 “The livelihood 
assistance aims to ease the 
financial burden on vulnerable 
families and ensure that 
children stay in school 
and out of hazardous or 
exploitative labor. More than 
just livelihood support, the 
intervention is a meaningful 
step toward breaking the cycle 
of poverty and helping these 
children become true Batang 
Malaya,” Martinez said.
	 She also emphasized 
to parents and guardians of 
child laborers that they must 
sustain the livelihood package 
awarded to them and ensure 
that their children will no 

Continued on page 3...

By PIA CALABARZON

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA) — At least 19 parents 
and guardians of identified 
child laborers in Cavite 
received livelihood assistance 
from the Department of Labor 
and Employment (DOLE) 
Region IV-A through its 
Cavite Provincial Office.
	 Beneficiaries received 
a total of P373,571.10 
in livelihood assistance, 
consisting of starter kits for 
small enterprises such as sari-
sari stores, eateries, street food 
vending, and frozen goods 
reselling.
	 In a statement, DOLE 
Cavite Provincial Director 
Marivic Martinez said the 
initiative reflects the DOLE’s 
continued efforts to eliminate 

Phivolcs cautions public 
on Taal Volcano’s 
increased seismic energy

By PIA CALABARZON

CALAMBA CITY (PIA) 
— Taal Volcano showed an 
increased seismic energy 
since early Sunday morning 
simultaneous with continuing 
volcanic tremor, the Philippine 
Institute of Volcanology 
and Seismology (Phivolcs) 
reported.
	 In its 2 p.m. bulletin 
on Sunday, Aug 10, Phivolcs 
said it recorded at 5:25 a.m. 
a pronounced increase in 
real-time seismic energy 
measurement, or RSAM, 
simultaneous with continuing 
volcanic tremor while a total 
of 19 volcanic earthquakes has 
been recorded since August 9.
	 Visual observations 
showed moderate to 
voluminous plume from Taal’s 
main crater since the start of 
RSAM increase.
	 Taal has been 
degassing low levels of sulfur 
dioxide since June 2025 with 
the latest emission measured 

on August 8 averaging 374 
tonnes/day.
	 Phivolcs warned that 
the sharp increase in RSAM 
and vigorous steaming from 
the main crater may lead to 
a phreatic or even a minor 
phreatomagmatic eruption.
	 Alert Level 1 has 
prevailed over Taal Volcano 
where sudden steam-
driven or phreatic or minor 
phreatomagmatic eruptions, 
minor ashfall and lethal 
accumulations or expulsions 
of volcanic gas can occur.
	 Entry into Taal’s 
Permanent Danger Zone 
or PDZ, especially the 
vicinities of the main crater 
and the Daang Kastila fissure 
remained strictly prohibited, 
Phivolcs added.
	 It also advised 
local government units to 
continuously prepare for 
potential recurrence of 
volcanic smog or vog. (PIA-
4A)

FINAL ARBITER. Palace Press Officer Claire Castro holds a media briefing in India on 
Aug. 6, 2025. Castro said Friday (Aug. 8, 2025) that the fate of the impeachment case 
against Vice President Sara Duterte will be determined by the Supreme Court since it is 
the “final arbiter” of the law. (PNA photo by Darryl John Esguerra)



mess, whether we want to or 
not). Kicking and screaming,” 
he said.
	 The President warned 
that the Philippines must 
be prepared in the event of 
China’s attack on Taiwan.
	 “Hope is not a plan. 
I hope it doesn’t happen. But 
if it does, we have to plan 
for it already,” Marcos said, 
stressing that the priority is the 
safety of Filipinos and to avoid 
spillover of confrontations in 
Philippine territory.
	 There are an estimated 
160,000 overseas Filipino 
workers (OFWs) in Taiwan, 
many of whom are employed 
in electronics factories and 
domestic work.
	 The Philippines has 
historically maintained a one-
China policy while sustaining 
robust economic and people-
to-people ties with Taiwan.
PH never backs down
	 Despite the recent 
increase in Chinese naval 
activity, Marcos stressed that 
the Philippines has no plans to 
back down.
	 This follows the 
report of yet another incident 
in Ayungin Shoal between 
Philippine and Chinese 
vessels.
	 “We have never 
instructed any of our vessels 
to back out,” Marcos said.
	 “Alam mo, I don’t 
know about other places, pero 

dito sa – dito sa gobyernong 
ito, hindi tayo umaatras sa 
laban. (I don’t know about 
other places, but in this 
government, we do not back 
down.) We’re brave. Filipinos 
are brave.”
	 The President 
reiterated the administration’s 
stance that it seeks no 
confrontation but was forced 
to beef up its defense and 
capability because of the 
tensions in the disputed areas.
	 “We have to do this 
because we are under threat. 
We are forced to do this. We do 
not want to do this,” Marcos 
said.
	 The President’s 
remarks come amid persistent 
tensions in the West Philippine 
Sea, part of the vast South 
China Sea, which Beijing 
claims entirely as its own.
	 However, in 2016, the 
Philippines won a landmark 
international arbitration case 
against China, invalidating 
its ambitious claim over the 
South China Sea—a ruling 
that Beijing vehemently 
disregarded.
	 The Philippine 
government continues its 
presence and patrols to assert 
sovereignty and protect the 
country’s maritime interests, 
consistent with the policy 
pursued during the past three 
years. (PNA)

from page 8Marcos...

footage using the bank cards 
of one of the missing.
	 Remulla said Jose 
Patidongan, who has been 
charged in a separate unrelated 
case and has already been 
sentenced.
	 “Pero ang mahalaga 
dito ay si Elakim already has 
a statement at mayroon na din 
si Dondon. Based on the two, 
matibay tibay na ‘yung kaso. 
Pero malaki parin matutulong 

ni Jose sa bagay na ito. Kaya 
we are still working out many 
things para makapagbigay 
siya ng testimonya dito (But 
what is important is the 
Elakim who already has a 
statement, as well as Dondon. 
Based on the two, the case is 
quite strong. But Jose’s help 
is still big. That’s why we are 
working out many things so 
that he can give a testimony),” 
he added. (PNA)

from page 8DOJ...

through the Ugnayan sa 
Barangay initiative, which 
aims to identify local issues 
and determine the most 
suitable interventions.
	 “Kasabay nito 
ang pagbabalangkas ng 
nararapat na programa at 
proyekto na naglalayong 
mapabuti at magkaroon ng 
tuloy-tuloy na pag-unlad ang 
komunidad. Dinaluhan ito ng 
mga kinatawan mula sa iba’t 
ibang sektor at mga opisyal 
ng barangay,” the DILG IV-A 
chief noted in a statement.
	 With the strengthened 
implementation of the 
program, Iglesia reported 
that a total of 88 barangays 

in Batangas, Laguna, Rizal, 
and Quezon, all cleared of 
insurgency threats, have been 
enrolled in the RCSP this year.
	 The DILG IV-A 
expressed its appreciation 
to local government units 
and regional line agencies 
for their active support and 
cooperation.
	 The RCSP aligns with 
Executive Order No. 70, which 
institutionalizes the whole-of-
nation approach to achieving 
inclusive and sustainable 
peace, and establishes the 
National Task Force to End 
Local Communist Armed 
Conflict. (KAA, PIA4A)

from page 8Gov’t...

PH, India to conduct more 
maritime drills

Hakab’Ta 2025: Caviteño 
mothers unite to celebrate 
breastfeeding and baby health

By Darryl John Esguerra

BENGALURU – The 
Philippines and India have 
agreed to hold more joint 
maritime exercises, both 
bilaterally and with other 
nations, as part of efforts 
to strengthen security and 
cooperation in the West 
Philippine Sea and the wider 
Indo-Pacific region, President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. said 
Friday.
	 Speaking to the 
Philippine media delegation 
at the close of his five-day 
state visit to India, Marcos 
said New Delhi has committed 
to increasing its presence in 
the region, underscoring the 

shift from an “Asia-Pacific” 
to an “Indo-Pacific” strategic 
outlook.
	 “There is a 
commitment from India to have 
a larger profile in terms of 
the West Philippine Sea… We 
agreed that we should do more 
of it. And India has already 
made the policy decision to 
have more of a presence in the 
region,” the President said.
	 Marcos noted that 
before he left Manila, two 
Indian naval vessels and two 
Philippine ships had already 
conducted exercises.
	 These activities, he 
said, would continue and 
expand.
	 While maritime 

security remains a key 
focus, Marcos stressed that 
cooperation should also extend 
to economic, trade, and other 
areas.
	 “Defense and security 
is only one dimension to the 
entire problem. So, we try to 
focus on everything, not just 
one aspect of the situation,” 
he said.
	 The commitment 
follows recent bilateral talks 
between Marcos and Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
in New Delhi, which produced 
a strategic partnership 
agreement covering defense, 
trade, and other sectors. (PNA)

MORE than 50 newly 
delivered mothers and their 
infants gathered at the OB 
Ward of General Emilio 
Aguinaldo Memorial Hospital 
in Trece Martires City on 
August 8, 2025 for Hakab 
’Ta 2025, a breastfeeding 
advocacy event spearheaded 
by the Philippine Pediatric 
Society - Southern Tagalog 
Chapter in partnership with 
the Office of the Provincial 
Health Officer. 
Hakab ’Ta is part of the 
National Breastfeeding 
Awareness Month activities 
and follows a long-running 
tradition of simultaneous 
breastfeeding events and 
community promotions 
that encourage exclusive 
breastfeeding, strengthen 
mother-baby bonding, and 
raise public awareness about 

the health and nutritional 
benefits of breastmilk. These 
gatherings aim to create 
visible community support for 
breastfeeding and to remind 
the public that breastfeeding is 
the best start for infants. 
The activity featured a 
lecture on breastfeeding by 
Dr. Jindra Tetangco of the 
Philippine Pediatric Society 
- Southern Tagalog Chapter. 
She delivered an informative 
and encouraging lecture 
covering breastfeeding 
techniques, proper latch, 
common concerns (sore 
nipples, low milk supply), 
and how family members 
can support a breastfeeding 
mother. Participating mothers 
took part in demonstrations 
and had the opportunity for 
one-on-one consultations 
with health staff. The event 

emphasized both the science 
and the everyday realities of 
breastfeeding, helping mothers 
gain confidence and practical 
skills.
To close the program, 
Dr. Laura Maria Soledad 
A. Aguinaldo, GEAMH 
Breastfeeding Coordinator, 
delivered an inspiring 
message, commending the 
mothers for their commitment 
to giving their children the best 
start in life and encouraging 
them to continue breastfeeding 
with the support of their 
families and community. She 
also encouraged attendees 
to continue accessing local 
maternal and child health 
services and to join peer-
support activities to sustain 
breastfeeding beyond the 
hospital stay. ---JDP

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. with Prime Minister Narendra Modi (PCO photo)
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Bacoor City marks the 47th National Disability Rights 
Week with Oath-Taking and Relief Distribution

of Rights.
	 In a press briefing 
during his state visit to India 
on Friday, Marcos said the 
SC decision on Duterte’s 
impeachment case has no 
bearing on merits, as it 
addressed only procedural 
issues and did not touch on the 
substance of the complaint.
	 Castro maintained that 
Marcos and Malacañang will 
not intervene in issues related 
to Duterte’s impeachment.

	 “Well, unang-una 
siguro dapat mapaaalala sa 
ating bise presidente na hindi 
ang administrasyon ni Marcos 
Jr., hindi ang ehekutibo ang 
nagsampa or nag-submit 
ng articles of impeachment 
kundi ang (first of all, our 
Vice President should be 
reminded that it was not the 
Marcos Jr. administration, it 
was not the executive that filed 
or submitted the articles of 
impeachment, but the) House 

of Representatives,” she said.
	 “So, noon pa sinasabi 
natin na ang Pangulo, 
ang ehekutibo ay hindi 
mangingialam sa trabaho 
ng House of Representatives 
saka ng Senado (we have been 
saying for a long time that the 
President, the executive will 
not interfere in the work of 
the House and the Senate).” 
(PNA)

Palace:... from page 1

motion for reconsideration, 
tingnan na lang natin kung 
ano magiging pasya rito ng 
Supreme Court (there is still 
a motion for reconsideration, 
let’s just see what the decision 
of the Supreme Court would 
be).”
	 The Senate on 
Wednesday approved the 
motion of Senator Rodante 
Marcoleta to “adhere to 
the immediately executory 

decision” of the SC, effectively 
archiving the impeachment 
complaint.
	 The SC en banc, in a 
unanimous decision on July 
25, ruled that the Senate could 
not acquire jurisdiction over 
the impeachment proceedings, 
saying the impeachment 
complaint is barred by the 
Constitution’s one-year rule 
and violates the right to due 
process enshrined in the Bill 

from page 1 DOLE...
longer engage in any kind of 
work.
	 “Alagaan at paunlarin 
n’yo po itong pinagkaloob ng 
DOLE sa inyo, pero higit sa 
lahat, hindi na pwede at dapat 
hindi na babalik ang mga 
anak n’yo sa pagtatrabaho,” 
Martinez stressed.
	 “Ang focus dapat nila 
ay una, studies, kaya dapat 
pagbutihin ang pag-handle 
nito, para may pantustos kayo 
sa pangangailangan ng mga 
anak n’yo at, huli, ay ma-
enjoy nila ang pagiging bata 
nila. Dapat naglalaro sila 
sa playground, hindi iyong 

nagwo-work kung saan,” she 
added.
	 According to DOLE, 
child labor remains a deep-
rooted social issue in the 
Philippines, often fueled by 
poverty and lack of livelihood 
opportunities. Many children 
are forced to trade classrooms 
for construction sites, kitchens, 
or farms, missing out on their 
right to education, safety, and 
proper development.
	 “DOLE’s ongoing 
interventions are a clear 
recognition that eradicating 
child labor requires more 
than enforcement, it demands 

empowerment. By equipping 
parents and guardians with 
viable means of income, DOLE 
helps ensure that children can 
return to school, reclaim their 
childhood, and pursue their 
dreams,” DOLE Calabarzon 
said in a statement.
	 For parents like Grace 
Romerica, the assistance is 
more than just financial — 
it’s a second chance for their 
children.
	 “Bilang isang 
magulang, wala nang 
mas masakit pa kaysa sa 
makitang ang anak mo ay 
kinakailangang tumigil sa 
pag-aaral at magtrabaho dahil 

sa kakulangan sa kabuhayan. 
Pero sa tulong ng DOLE Cavite 
na livelihood assistance na ito, 
muling nabigyan kami ng pag-
asa. Maraming salamat po sa 
DOLE sa tulong,” she said.
	 A child beneficiary, 
Emily (not her real name), 
shared how the program 
changed her life: “Maraming, 
maraming salamat po sa 
pagbibigay sa amin ng 
panibagong simula. Hindi na 
po ako nagtitinda ng candy, 
maglalako ng tuyo at tinapa. 
Pangako ko po, mag-aaral ako 
nang mabuti at gagamitin ko 
ang ikalawang pagkakataong 
ito para tuparin ang aking 

mga pangarap. Sana po mas 
marami pa kayong matulungan 
na kagaya ko.”
	 Through programs 
like DOLE’s livelihood 
assistance and the Child Labor 
Prevention and Elimination 
Program, the government 
affirms its goal of uplifting 
the most vulnerable sectors, 
fostering economic self-
reliance, and ensuring that no 
Filipino child is forced to work 
at the expense of education 
and well-being. (with reports 
from DOLE 4A)

By MIS-STAFF

BACOOR CITY, August 11, 
2025 — The City Government 
of Bacoor, through the PWD’s 
Affairs Office, marked the 
47th National Disability 
Rights Week with a special 
event held at the Strike 
Gymnasium. The celebration 
gathered representatives from 
the 47 Federations of PWDs—
one federation representing 
each barangay in Bacoor—
highlighting the city’s strong 
commitment to inclusivity 
and empowerment for persons 
with disabilities.
	 The program featured 
the oath-taking ceremony of 
the newly elected officers of 
the 47 Federation of PWDs 

Bacoor, led by Kap Jorwin 
Bautista, Head of the PWD’s 
Affairs Office. This milestone 
symbolizes a renewed 
dedication to uphold and 
advocate for the rights and 
welfare of PWDs throughout 
the city.
	 City officials, 
including Mayor Strike B. 
Revilla, Vice Mayor Rowena 
B. Mendiola, and District 1 
and 2 Councilors, attended 
the event to show their 
unwavering support for the 
PWD community. Relief goods 
from the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) were also distributed 
by the City Government of 
Bacoor to assist PWDs and 
their families.

	 Aligned with the 
theme “Innovation for 
Inclusion — Building Inclusive 
Communities Together,” 
the celebration underscored 

Bacoor’s ongoing efforts to 
foster a more accessible and 
supportive environment for 
all residents, ensuring that 
persons with disabilities are 

empowered and fully included 
in community life. (bacoor.
gov.ph)

spokesperson for the West 
Philippine Sea Commodore 
Jay Tarriela
	 The collision left the 
Chinese coast guard vessel 
significantly damaged and 
“unseaworthy.” The PCG 
immediately offered support 
for crew recovery and medical 
aid for any injured Chinese 
personnel.
	 “Walang sa tropa 
natin sa both Coast Guard 
vessels ang na-injure. Wala 
rin sa mga barko natin ang 
nagtamo ng kahit anong 
damages,” Tarriela said during 
the Sabayang Interview. 

	 (None of our 
personnel aboard both Coast 
Guard vessels were injured. 
Our ships also sustained no 
damage.) 
	 “I would like to 
attribute this to the good 
seamanship skills ng ating 
mga tropa,” he emphasized. 
(I attribute this to the excellent 
seamanship skills of our crew.)
	 The incident occurred 
during the PCG’s “Kadiwa 
Para sa Bagong Bayaning 
Mangingisda” mission, which 
deployed three Philippine 
vessels to provide fuel and 
supplies to about 35 Filipino 

from page 1PCG... fishing boats in the area.
	 PCG vessels and 
Filipino fishermen faced 
aggressive maneuvers and 
blocking actions from Chinese 
ships throughout the operation. 
	 One Philippine vessel 

was targeted with water 
cannons but avoided impact 
through skilled navigation.
	 The PCG reaffirmed 
its commitment to protecting 
Filipino fisherfolk and 
maintaining peaceful 

operations in the WPS, while 
expressing hopes for the swift 
recovery of affected Chinese 
crew members. (JGR/PIA-
NCR)

Photo courtesy of bacoor.gov.ph

Photo courtesy of bacoor.gov.ph
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NEWSWEEKLY

pwersa ng imperyalismo sa ere 
dahil delikado sila sa lupa.
	 Ani Gordillo, 
ipinapakita rin ng mga 
drones ang “pang-espasyong 
hangganan at kalabuan 
(opacities) na nahaharap 
[ng karahasan ng Imperyo] 
sa gitna ng mga pulitikal at 
materyal na pagkakakurba-
kurba (striations) ng 
pandaigdigang tereyn.” 
Aniya, nananatiling totoo ang 
“isang sinaunang prinsipyo 
ng pakikidigmang gerilya:… 
ang paggamay sa kalupaang 
may matinding pagkakakurba-
kurba (kabundukan, 
kagubatan, espasyong urban) 
ng mga pleksible at makilos 
na pwersa ay nagpapahintulot 
sa kanilang makatakas sa 
pagkakahuling biswal (visual 
capture) ng estado at, sa 
matagalan, pagurin at gapiin 
ang mas makapangyarihang 
mga militar.”
	 Nakakakumbinsi ang 
argumento ni DeBrabander 
kung paanong ginagawang mas 
dahop ng paggamit ng drones 
ang demokrasya sa US – na 
isang sentral na usapin kapag 
sinusuri at pinag-uusapan ang 
bansang iyan. Sa panig ng mga 
bansang tulad ng Pilipinas na 
pinaggagamitan ng drones, 
ipinapakita ng nangyari sa 
Mamasapano na ang usapin 
ay mas pundamental, ang 
usapin ng buhay. Sobrang 
pundamental ito sa puntong 
inilalantad ng pagdanak 
ng dugo na nananatiling 
ilusyon lamang ang anumang 
sinasabing demokrasya at 
kalayaan ngayon sa ating 
bayan.

21 Marso 2015

That Thing Called Drone
o militar. Kapag operasyon 
ng US, nangangahulugan 
ito ng pag-uunahan at pag-
aagawan ng mga paksyon 
ng naghaharing uri – na 
nasasalamin sa mga posisyon 
sa gobyerno at militar at 
pulisya – sa namumunong 
papel sa operasyon. a kaso ng 
Mamasapano, ang kinasabwat 
ay isang pangkatin sa loob 
ng dominanteng paksyon 
ng mga naghaharing uri na 
kinakatawan ni Aquino. 
Ang lumutang na dahilan 
ay ang paglilihim ng 
operasyon, dahil hindi umano 
mapagkakatiwalaan ang AFP. 
Pero tiyak na nangunguna 
sa mga tunay na dahilan ang 
pagkopo sa perang reward 
at iba pang premyo mula 
sa gobyerno ng US, kapwa 
materyal at pampropaganda, 
kasama na ang natsismis 
na Nobel Peace Prize para 
kay Aquino. Maaari sanang 
pinagana ni Aquino ang chain 
of command ng militar at 
pulisya, pero naging gahaman 
siya at ang pangkatin niya sa 
ganansya.
	 Sa kabilang banda 
naman, sa panig ng mga 
grupong rebelde na target ng 
mga drones, patuloy silang 
nabubuhay at nakakalaban 
dahil pumapabor sa kanila, 
bukod ang suporta ng 
masang maralita, ang 
tereyn, ang pagkagamay 
rito, at ang kanilang moda 
ng pagkilos. Maganda ang 
pagsusuri ni Gaston Gordillo, 
antropologong nagsusuri sa 
espasyo: Ang paglipad sa ere 
ng mga drones ay patunay na 
hindi lubos na kontrolado ng 
Imperyo, ng imperyalismo, 
ang kalupaang madalas 
ay tinatanaw ng mga ito. 
Kailangang lumipad ng mga 

PART 4

Bukod pa diyan, mga Muslim 
Muslim ang pinupuntirya ng 
gobyerno ng US sa umano’y 
“gera kontra-terorismo” nito 
at may mga rebeldeng grupong 
Muslim sa bansa. Idinadawit 
din ang naturang mga grupo 
sa mga grupong terorista na 
kumikilos sa Timog Silangang 
Asya at kaugnay ng Indonesia. 
Bukod pa diyan, nasa Pilipinas 
ang isa sa pinakamatagal 
na armadong grupong 
Komunista sa buong mundo, 
ang New People’s Army. 
Matatandaang binansagan 
ito, at ang namumuno rito, 
ang Communist Party of 
the Philippines, na grupong 
terorista ng US.
	 Sa Pilipinas, may mga 
ulat na ng paggamit ng drones 
na pang-atake, bagamat 
tiyak na mas masaklaw ang 
paggamit sa mga drones na 
paniktik – gaya ng sinasabi ng 
mga pahayag ng mga yunit ng 
New People’s Army at ng mga 
balita tungkol sa mga drones 
na inaanod sa dalampasigan 
ng mga dagat. Sa kalagayan 
ito na si Noynoy Aquino, 
ang pangulo ng Pilipinas sa 
panahon ng pag-arangkada 
ng paggamit sa mga drones 
na pang-atake, ay sunud-
sunuran sa mga dikta ng US 
kahit sa aspektong militar. 
Tampok na patunay ang pag-
apruba sa Enhanced Defense 
Cooperation Agreement o 
EDCA at ang paglalabas-
masok ng mga barkong 
pandigma ng US sa bansa.
	 May implikasyong 
karugtong ang paggamit ng 
drones na paniktik sa pagtugis 
sa mga pinaghihinalaang 
terorista – ang paggamit sa mga 
armadong tropa, pulis man 

Want to help? Return the mangroves
The pressure on RSA has 
increased significantly with the 
ongoing construction of the 
humongous Bulacan airport on a 
swamp.
	 Braggadocio dripping 
to the floor, San Miguel Corp. 
(SMC) president Ramon S. Ang 
last Friday offered to end the 
pernicious Metro Manila floods 
“at no cost to the government.”
	 “Kami na gagawa, (t*ng 
in*ng) ang daming solusyon, ang 
daming perang pinaguusapan, 
San Miguel na mag-ki-clearing 
(We’ll do it, [son of a b**] so 
many solutions, so much money 
being talked about, San Miguel 
will do the clearing),” the SMC 
bigshot blurted out.
	 RSA called for the media 
briefing, with Manila Mayor 
Isko Moreno and a Metropolitan 
Manila Development Authority 
(MMDA) official by his side, to 
counter rising criticism about the 
conglomerate’s massive projects 
that are contributing to the 
capital region’s flooding woes.
	 He denied that the 
construction of the SMC-funded 
Skyway 4 tollway and the 
elevated MRT-7 train system 
led to key roadways being 
submerged during downpours.
	 The pressure on RSA 
has increased significantly with 
the ongoing construction of the 
humongous Bulacan airport on a 
swamp that once had an expanse 
of mangroves that served as a 
natural barrier against rising 
water and storm surges and 
protected the shorelines from 
erosion.
	 A paper called 
Counter-Environmental Impact 
Assessment (Counter-EIA), 
published in 2023 by the School 
of Social Sciences, Ateneo de 
Manila University, detailed how 
the removal of the mangroves 
for the New Manila International 
Airport (NMIA) worsened the 
flooding, particularly in the 
surrounding towns of Hagonoy 
and Malolos.
	 The study indicated 
that the construction had cleared 
significant mangrove areas. 
Once abundant forests have 
been replaced by reclaimed land, 

disrupting the coastal ecosystem.
	 Another study by 
Filipino-American geologist 
Kelvin Rodolfo said Manila 
Bay’s rapid subsidence of four 
to six centimeters (cm) a year 
compounded the flooding when 
the mangroves were removed.
	 The flooding has 
caused economic displacement 
as it damages fishponds and 
agricultural lands, reducing 
farmers’ and fisherfolk’s incomes 
in Hagonoy and Malolos, where 
livelihoods depend on coastal 
and inland resources.
	 SMC initiated a program 
to plant 190,000 mangrove trees 
across 76 hectares in Central 
Luzon to offset the ecological 
damage, but the Counter-EIA 
report said this was woefully 
inadequate since it was a fraction 
of the 2,500 hectares of land that 
was cleared.
	 Mangroves take years 
to mature and provide the same 
ecological benefits, leaving 
communities vulnerable in the 
interim.
	 The removal of the 
mangroves altered the water 
flows to affect the broader 
Manila Bay area, including 
Metro Manila’s coastal cities like 
Manila, Navotas and Malabon, 
which are low-lying and flood-
prone.
	 Manila Bay’s tidal and 
river systems connect Bulacan 
to Metro Manila. The study said 
water flow patterns were changed 
by the NMIA, increasing water 
intrusion into downstream areas.
	 Metro Manila, situated 
along Manila Bay and at the 
mouth of the Pasig-Marikina 
River system, is vulnerable to 
flooding from both upstream — 
like the Bulacan rivers — and 
coastal sources, which the loss of 
the mangroves aggravates.
	 The mangroves were 
provided by nature for a purpose: 
to control the flow of water from 
the flatlands of Bulacan.
	 If RSA truly wants to 
help, SMC should return the 
mangroves and relocate the 
airport to an area where it would 
cause less ecological damage. 
(TDT)

Photo courtesy of Daily Tribune
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The Provincial Government 
of Cavite, through the Office 
of the Provincial Cooperatives 
Development Officer 
(OPCDO), successfully 
culminated the 7th Biz 
iCREATE Training Program 
on July 30, 2025 at De La Salle 
State University – Dasmariñas 
providing 16 aspiring Caviteño 
entrepreneurs with valuable 
business insights and skills.
	 A diverse group 
of Cavite Micro, Small, 
and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) participated in the 
5-day training program with 
sessions featuring talks that 
covered vital topics including 
business planning, brand 
building, and marketing 
strategies. Additionally, 

coaching sessions were 
incorporated for exchange 
of insights and feedback, 
and lastly, the one-on-one 
business plan presentations 
of the participants. These 
sessions let the participants 
acquire necessary knowledge 
and ideas to channel their 
creativity and innovative skills 
for business development.
	 Ms. Liza Gabatan, 
Head of OPCDO Entrepreneur 
Division, conveyed that the 
completion of the training 
program is the onset of new 
opportunities for the aspiring 
entrepreneurs, affirming that 
it reflects their dedication 
and determination to pursue 
their business ventures. 
Ms. Gabatan also reiterated 

the continuous effort and 
assistance of the OPCDO for 
the advancement of Cavite 
MSMEs. She concluded her 
message by congratulating 
everyone with hopes for 
brighter entrepreneurial 
future, stating “Let this 
event be the beginning of an 
exciting journey as you turn 
your dreams into thriving 
enterprises.”
	 Ms. Rizalie Pinpin-
Enero, former OPCDO 
Officer-in-Charge, expressed 
their heartfelt appreciation to 
everyone who contributed to 
program’s success, on behalf 
of Governor Abeng Remulla. 
Additionally, she shared 
the importance of reflecting 
on and acknowledging the 

Aspiring Caviteño entrepreneurs 
engaged in the 2025 Biz 
iCREATE Training Program

DOLE readies ₱110-M aid for 
habagat-hit Calabarzon workers

	 According to Regional 
Director Erwin Aquino, DOLE 
Calabarzon has allocated a 
total of ₱98.96 million to 
support the recovery of 12,120 
individuals affected by the 
habagat under its emergency 
employment flagship program, 
Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa 
Ating Disadvantaged Workers 
(TUPAD).
	 TUPAD beneficiaries 
will be engaged in short-
term, community-based 

By Fredmoore Cavan

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA) — Around 13,000 
individuals across the region 
are set to benefit from the 
cash-for-work and livelihood 
assistance of the Department 
of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) in Calabarzon, 
targeting communities affected 
by the southwest monsoon 
intensified by recent severe 
weather disturbances.

work such as clean-up and 
rehabilitation activities, 
lasting for a minimum of 10 
days. Each beneficiary will 
be compensated based on the 
region’s highest prevailing 
minimum wage.
	 “The program not 
only provides immediate 
income to affected individuals 
but also contributes to 
restoring and rehabilitating 
their communities,” Aquino 
said in a statement.

	 He added that the 
regional office has also set 
aside ₱11.78 million to 
support 1,168 individuals 
across the region under the 
DOLE Integrated Livelihood 
Program (DILP).
	 “This livelihood 
assistance program supports 
both individual and group 
ventures by providing starter 
kits and essential tools to help 
recipients establish or enhance 
income-generating activities 
as part of their recovery from 
recent calamities,” Aquino 
explained.
	 He stressed that the 
assistance reflects the agency’s 
commitment to providing both 
immediate relief and long-
term recovery support, helping 
disaster-affected communities 
rebuild their lives.
	 The program will be 

implemented in coordination 
with local government units 
and partner agencies, ensuring 
the timely and efficient rollout 
of the programs.
	 “With these initiatives, 
DOLE Calabarzon hopes to 
empower affected individuals 
not only to recover but also to 
become more resilient against 
future disasters,” Aquino 
added.
	 According to the 
Department of Social Welfare 
and Development, a total of 
269,823 families were affected 
by the torrential rains and 
flooding brought about by the 
enhanced southwest monsoon. 
The widespread impact 
prompted several provincial 
governments in Calabarzon, 
including Cavite, Laguna, 
and Rizal, to declare a state of 
calamity. (FC, PIA4A)

Photo courtesy of PIA

failures alongside successes, 
encouraging the participants 
to have an open mindset. She 
hoped that the training would 
provide valuable knowledge 
and guidance for the growth 
and sustainability of their 
businesses. 
	 In the final session 
of the training, participants 
strategically presented their 
innovative business plans 
to a distinguished panel of 
judges, composed of Dr. Leo 
Manansala and Mr. Allan 
Reclusado for Group 1, and 
Dr. Zandro Catacutan and Ms. 
Melody Plaza for Group 2.
	 During the graduation 
ceremony, 16 aspiring 
entrepreneurs were recognized 
for completing of the training 
program:
1. Ms. Karen Alejandro – 818 
Oceans Harvest
2. Mr. Luisito Ardina – 
Kaytalang Herb Farm
3. Mr. Christ Mark Bergonio 
– Kabeete Coloña Honey 
Products Mfg.
4. Ms. Aurora Casim – Coffee 
To Go PH
5. Mr. John Romano Delos 
Lado – Francart Corp.

6. Ms. Delia Gambol – 
Dhelightful Creations Arts and 
Crafts
7. Ms. Jenilyn Garcia – Joshael 
Bakery
8. Ms. Nieves Lim – BnA 
Farm
9. Ms. Ma. Leni Luya – 
Amabella PH OPC
10. Ms. Jennifer Nuque – 
Deliclass Corporation
11. Ms. Rosario Peliño – 
Hidden Tummy Food Products
12. Ms. Merian Penetrante 
– Krista’s Water Refilling 
Station
13. Ms. Ma. Mimi Posada – 
Six Avenues Event Catering 
Services
14. Ms. Rose Angeline 
Rodriguez – Dam-Dobs 
Tapsilogan
15. Mr. Bayani Trinanes – 
Esperanza de Soledad Pizzeria
16. Ms. Jaessa Villa – Klan & 
Kiel Sweet Tooth
The Biz iCREATE remains 
one of the active programs of 
OPCDO designed to provide 
intensive training for Cavite’s 
Responsible Entrepreneurs 
Aiming Towards Economic 
sustainability. ---J. Reyes 
(Cavite PIO)
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EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE 
OF ENRIQUE T. FERNANDEZ AND MARIA S. 
FERNANDEZ WITH WAIVER OF RIGHTS

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late SPOUSES 
ENRIQUE T. FERNANDEZ AND MARIA S. FERNANDEZ, 
who died intestate on July 7, 1985 and March 22, 2001 in 
the United States of America, who left certain properties 
covered by TCT NO. T-5151, containing an area of 131 
square meters, situated in the Dist. Od San Antonio, 
Cavite City, and TCT NO. T-9142, containing an area of 
240 square meters, and TCT NO. T-9143, containing an 
area of 240 square meters, both situated in Tagaytay City 
which has been extrajudicially settled by their heirs with 
waiver of rights in favor of EDUARDO S. FERNANDEZ  as 
per Notary Public, by Secretary of State, Danielle Christine 
Scarsone, at State of California, United States of America, 
Commission No. 2385484, dated July 14, 2023.

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly
August 4, 11 & 18, 2025

EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE 

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late JOSEPH 
GENOVAÑA FLOR who died on May 24, 2005 in Asian 
Hospital and Medical Center, Alabang Muntinlupa City, who 
left a parcel of land covered by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE 
OF TITLE NO. 054-2022000052, containing an area of 
1,375 square meters, situated in Brgy. Masalisi, Lemery, 
Batangas, and TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 
NO. T-193146, containing an area of 180 square meters, 
situated in the Bo. of Molino, Bacoor Cavite, which has 
been extrajudicially settled by his heirs as per Doc. No. 
161, Page No. 34, Book No. 304, Series of 2023, Notary 
Public Atty. Patricio L. Boncayao Jr. 

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly
August 11, 18 & 25, 2026

Marcos unveils website 
on flood controls, urges 
public to help audit
By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA – President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on 
Monday launched sumbongsapangulo.ph, an online 
platform designed to provide the public with access 
to information on flood control projects nationwide 
while allowing citizens to report any irregularities.
	 “(We) put it into a form that is accessible to 
the public, and most importantly, it is in a form that 
the public can use so that they can first identify the 
flood control projects that are within their area,” 
Marcos said in a press briefing in Malacañang.
	 “If they already have information, they can 
tell us about it. Kung maganda ang naging project, 
kung hindi naging maganda yung project, anong 
naging problema (what was the problem),” he added.
	 The President said citizen participation 
is crucial in detecting anomalies and ensuring 
transparency in the implementation of the PHP545-
billion flood control program since mid-July 2022 
when his term started.
	 “Of course, we want the people who have 
taken advantage of the system to pay … And if there 
is evidence of corruption, of embezzlement, of any 
kind of wrongdoing, that’s when we will move,” he 
said.
	 “We cannot do all of this without the help 
of the ordinary citizen,” Marcos said, stressing that 
more eyes are better in examining the projects.
	 He urged Filipinos to submit complaints, 
feedback, and observations through the website, 
assuring that “ako mismo… babasahin ko bawat isa 
(I myself will read each one).”
	 The launch of the reporting platform follows 
the President’s directive in his fourth State of the 
Nation Address to audit flood control projects as 
the government vowed to improve transparency and 
ensure accountability in infrastructure spending. 
(PNA)

CTA junks petition challenging 
taxes on chocolate drink
By Benjamin Pulta

MANILA – The Court of Tax Appeals (CTA) has 
turned down a petition filed by Nestle Philippines Inc. 
questioning the imposition of sweetened beverage 
taxes (SBT) over its line of malt-flavored drink.
	 In a 13-page decision dated Aug. 7, the CTA’s 
Second Division dismissed for lack of jurisdiction the 
suit filed by Nestle, and also turned down the firm’s 
motion for the suspension of collection of taxes as it 
“is deemed moot and academic.”
	 Nestle had questioned the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue’s revenue memorandum circular (RMC) and 
letters directing it to pay SBT on Milo products after 
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) classified 

India grants free 
30-day e-tourist 
visas to Filipinos
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor

MANILA – The government of India has granted 
Filipinos a free 30-day e-tourist visa, valid for double 
entry, from Aug. 1, 2025 to July 31, 2026.
	 The free visa can be applied online via the 
official portal https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/evisa/
tvoa.html, the Indian Embassy in Manila said Friday.
	 By default, applicants will be granted a 
double-entry e-Tourist visa valid for 30 days from 
the date of arrival in India.
	 Applicants must file their visa request at 
least four days before their intended arrival and can 
apply up to 30 days ahead of travel.
	 Passports must have at least six months’ 
validity at the time of application. Upon arrival in 
India, travelers may be asked to present proof of 
return or onward travel and sufficient funds for their 
stay.
	 The free visa offer applies only to the 30-day 
e-tourist category.
	 Standard visa fees will still apply for all other 
e-visa types, including longer-duration e-tourist, 
e-business, e-medical, e-conference, and e-student 
visas.
	 All e-visas remain non-extendable and non-
convertible, and are not valid for entry into protected, 
restricted, or cantonment areas.
	 Filipinos who wish to obtain a regular paper 
visa, including a tourist visa, from the Embassy of 
India will be required to pay the prescribed fees.
	 Further details and application guidelines are 
available on the official Indian visa website. (PNA)

’Gorio’ unlikely to 
affect PH; ’habagat’ 
to bring rains

309 na alagang hayop 
ang nabakunahan sa 
programang Libreng 
Bakuna Kontra-Rabies ng 
Office of Veterinary Services

By Ma. Cristina Arayata

MANILA – Severe Tropical Storm (STS) Podul has 
entered the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) 
and was given the local name, Gorio, the Philippine 
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration (PAGASA) said on Monday.
	 It was located 1,305 kilometers east of 
extreme Northern Luzon as of 4 a.m., moving 
westward at 25 kph.
	 The STS packs maximum sustained winds 
of 110 kph near the center, and gustiness of up to 135 
kph.
	 No tropical cyclone is hoisted, and Gorio 
is unlikely to directly affect the country’s weather 
condition in the next three days, PAGASA said.
	 However, Gorio will cause moderate seas 
over the coastal waters of extreme Northern Luzon.
	 The weather bureau advised mariners of 
motor bancas and similarly sized vessels to take 
precautionary measures while venturing out to sea.
	 Gorio is forecast to reach the typhoon 
category in the next 12 hours and exit PAR on 
Wednesday night or early Thursday.
	 Meanwhile, the southwest monsoon or 
”habagat” will continue to bring rains in parts of 
Luzon.
	 Isolated rain showers will prevail over Metro 
Manila, Ilocos Region, Zambales, Bataan, Cavite, 
Batangas, Occidental Mindoro, Palawan, Batanes, 
and Babuyan Islands.
	 Same weather conditions will prevail over 
the rest of the country due localized thunderstorms.
	 Light to moderate winds and slight to 
moderate seas will prevail across the archipelago, 
PAGASA said. (PNA)

By MIS-STAFF

Maraming salamat sa mga pet owners na aktibong 
nakiisa sa ating programa! Ang libreng bakunang 
ito ay bukas para sa lahat ng Bacooreño, pati na rin 
sa mga residente ng karatig-barangay na kayang 
pumunta sa itinakdang lugar ng bakunahan.
	 Paalala: Ang pagiging responsableng pet 
owner ay nangangahulugang pagbibigay ng tamang 
pangangalaga at pagbabakuna laban sa rabies upang 
mapanatiling ligtas ang inyong alaga at ang buong 
komunidad.
	 Para sa karagdagang impormasyon ukol 
sa Libreng Rabies Vaccination Program, makipag-
ugnayan sa Tanggapan ng Serbisyong Beterinaryo sa 
(0966) 827 0252.
	 Magkaisa tayo, #StrikeAsOne para sa isang 
ligtas, malusog, responsable at rabies-free na Bacoor!
(bacoor.gov.ph)the Milo product line as “flavored milk drinks.”

	 The BIR, however, argued that the court has 
no jurisdiction over the instant case as Nestle failed to 
exhaust administrative remedies before elevating the 
case to the CTA.
	 The BIR also has the sole authority to 
determine the taxability of products, and not the FDA.
	 “The instant petition is dismissed for failure 
to exhaust administrative remedies,” the CTA said.
	 “… prior recourse must first be made before 
the Secretary of Finance. And it is only after the 
Secretary of Finance has been given the chance to 
rule …. that an appeal before this Court can be made,” 
it added. (PNA)
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Marcos: 15 firms bag 
20% of flood controls, 
uncover other ‘red flags’

PH, India to conduct 
more maritime drills

Marcos: SC ruling on 
Sara impeachment ‘has 
no bearing on merits’

DSWD opens help desks 
for minors traveling 
abroad in major airports

By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA – President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. 
has ordered a comprehensive investigation into 
the government’s multibillion-peso flood control 
program after an internal review that revealed 
”disturbing” patterns in the awarding of projects and 
spending, including 15 contractors securing nearly 
20% of the over PHP500 billion budget program.
	 Speaking at a Palace press conference on 
Monday, Marcos unveiled sumbongsapangulo.ph, a 
new public website that maps ongoing flood control 
projects and allows citizens to submit reports on 
irregularities.
	 The move follows his directive in his fourth 
State of the Nation Address last month to audit 
the Department of Public Works and Highways’ 
(DPWH) flood mitigation program, one of the largest 
line items in the national budget.
	 “We have to clean our ranks. It might be 
a little painful baka masangkot diyan yung ibang 
malapit sa atin. Pero kahit malapit sila sa atin, mas 
malapit siguro sa puso natin ang taumbayan (some 
close to me may be implicated. But even if they are 
close to me, the people should be much closer to my 
heart),” Marcos said.
Anomalies in the numbers
	 During the media briefing, Marcos reported 
initial findings on flood control projects from July 
2022, totaling PHP545 billion in spending.
	 While there are 2,409 contracting entities 
nationwide, Marcos said a fifth of the total amount — 
about PHP109 billion — went to just 15 contractors.
	 Of these, five have contracts spanning the 
entire country, a breadth of reach the President said 
was “highly unusual” in the construction sector.
	 Equally troubling, 6,021 projects worth 
over PHP350 billion were recorded with no details 
on what type of flood control structure was being 
built — whether dikes, drainage systems, pumping 
stations, or other works.
	 Another irregularity flagged by the review: 
multiple projects in different locations with exactly 
the same contract price.
	 “Imposible ‘yan (That’s impossible)… for 
one barangay, even if they are next to each other, 
to have the exact same project, to the exact same 
amount, with the exact same contractor,” Marcos 
said.
Mismatch between risk, spending
	 Marcos also noted that while the National 
Capital Region (1,058 total projects worth PHP52.57 
billion) and Central Luzon (1,617 projects worth 
PHP98.01 billion) had high volumes — expected for 
flood-prone areas — the distribution did not always 
match official hazard maps.
	 The top ten provinces by number of projects 
were Bulacan, Cebu, Isabela, Pangasinan, Pampanga, 
Albay, Leyte, Tarlac, Camarines Sur, and Ilocos 
Norte.
	 But in terms of flood risk ranking, Pampanga 
topped the list, followed by Nueva Ecija, Pangasinan, 
Tarlac, Bulacan, Metro Manila, Maguindanao, North 
Cotabato, Oriental Mindoro, and Ilocos Norte.
	 “You would intuitively say that the areas 
most flood-prone should have the most projects. 
Pero parang hindi tumutugma (It’s seems there’s a 
mismatch),” the President said.
	 Another particularly lopsided finding 
reported by the President: of the country’s 170 
pumping stations, 157 are in Metro Manila, 
where many are rendered ineffective by garbage 
accumulation in waterways.
	 Despite the initial findings, the President 
cautioned that the findings so far do not yet constitute 
formal charges.
	 “Of course, we want the people who have 
taken advantage of the system to pay… But we 
cannot do all of this without the help of the ordinary 

By Darryl John Esguerra

BENGALURU – The Philippines and India have agreed 
to hold more joint maritime exercises, both bilaterally 
and with other nations, as part of efforts to strengthen 
security and cooperation in the West Philippine Sea 
and the wider Indo-Pacific region, President Ferdinand 
R. Marcos Jr. said Friday.
	 Speaking to the Philippine media delegation at 
the close of his five-day state visit to India, Marcos said 
New Delhi has committed to increasing its presence 
in the region, underscoring the shift from an “Asia-
Pacific” to an “Indo-Pacific” strategic outlook.
	 “There is a commitment from India to have 
a larger profile in terms of the West Philippine Sea… 
We agreed that we should do more of it. And India has 
already made the policy decision to have more of a 
presence in the region,” the President said.
	 Marcos noted that before he left Manila, two 
Indian naval vessels and two Philippine ships had 
already conducted exercises.
	 These activities, he said, would continue and 
expand.
	 While maritime security remains a key focus, 
Marcos stressed that cooperation should also extend to 
economic, trade, and other areas.
	 “Defense and security is only one dimension 
to the entire problem. So, we try to focus on everything, 
not just one aspect of the situation,” he said.
	 The commitment follows recent bilateral talks 
between Marcos and Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in New Delhi, which produced a strategic 
partnership agreement covering defense, trade, and 
other sectors. (PNA)

By Darryl John Esguerra

BENGALURU – President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. 
clarified on Friday that the Supreme Court’s decision 
related to the shelved impeachment case against Vice 
President Sara Duterte addressed only procedural issues 
and did not touch on the substance of the complaint.
	 “Let me clarify. The merits of the case were 
not examined by the Supreme Court… This does not 
decide the merits of the case. It just talked about 
procedure. So the procedure was faulty, was lacking. 
So ‘yun ang (that is the) assessment ng (of the) Supreme 
Court,” Marcos told Philippine delegation reporters in 
a briefing during his state visit to India.
	 “It has no bearing on the rightness or 

By Jose Cielito Reganit

MANILA – The Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD) has opened 24/7 help desks for 
minors traveling abroad (MTA) in the country’s major 
international airports.
	 In a statement Monday, Assistant Secretary 
Ada Colico of the DSWD’s Protective Programs said 
the operations of the MTA help desks started last 
July 29 at the Davao International Airport; followed 
by the opening of the help desk at the Mactan-Cebu 
International Airport on July 31; and at the Clark 
International Airport on Aug. 5.
	 “The MTA help desk is designed to provide 
in-person assistance for urgent concerns regarding 
travel clearance for minors who have been offloaded 
or prevented from boarding their flights due to 
documentary problems,” Colico said.
	 A travel clearance is a requirement for 
individuals below 18 years old traveling outside the 
Philippines who are not accompanied by any of their 
parents or persons having parental responsibility or 
legal custody over the child.
	 Colico reiterated the significance of securing a 
travel clearance for minors as part of the government’s 
campaign to prevent child trafficking.
	 “We continue to remind parents or guardians 
to properly secure travel clearance for children 
traveling outside the country ahead of time. This 
document is vital to ensure the safety of Filipino kids 
who are visiting relatives abroad, or studying or 
attending competitions overseas,” she said.
	 The issuance of travel clearances for children 
is specified under the Special Protection of Children 
Against Abuse, Exploitation, and Discrimination Act, 
and the Philippine Passport Act of 1996.
	 The MTA system is a priority in the DSWD’s 
digitalization roadmap, aiming to reduce processing 
times and eliminate the need for applicants to line up at 
the DSWD offices to secure manual travel clearance.
	 The processing of MTA clearance can be 
applied via the MTA Online System at https://mta.
dswd.gov.ph/ or via the eGov PH mobile application. 
(PNA)

citizen,” he said.
Public vigilance as ‘key weapon’
	 Marcos emphasized that public participation 
is central to cleaning up the system.
	 “This whole process will not work unless 
people are involved… 80 million, 90 million pairs of 
eyes are better than all the eyes in the entirety of 
government,” he said.
	 The sumbongsapangulo.ph platform allows 
users to search flood control projects within their 
areas.
	 Citizens can then report whether projects are 
completed, substandard, stalled, or non-existent.
	 “Kung maganda ang naging project, kung 
hindi naging maganda ‘yung project, bakit hindi 
naging maganda, anong naging problema (If the 
project was good, if the project wasn’t good, why 
wasn’t it good, what was the problem?)… That’s 
what this website is supposed to do,” Marcos said, 
promising: “Ako mismo ang babasa ng bawat isa (I 
will read each one myself).”
	 In his last July 28 SONA, Marcos ordered 
the DPWH to review flood control contracts amid 
questions over ballooning budgets and persistent 
flooding in urban centers. (PNA)

wrongness of the impeachment.”
	 Marcos said there has been no trial and the 
impeachment complaint’s contents were never debated 
upon.
	 “Again, there has been no trial. So the merits 
of the case have not been examined, tried, adjudicated, 
argued, discussed. So, accountability just doesn’t come 
into it. People have to understand, it is a procedural 
question,” he said.
	 “Sinabi, mali ‘yung date, hindi tama ang 
paggagawa ng House. Walang kinalaman ‘doon sa 
laman ng impeachment complaint. Kung hindi, kung 
paano ‘yung pagkahandle ng impeachment (They said 
the date was wrong, the way the House did it was not 
correct. It had nothing to do with the contents of the 
impeachment complaint, but with how the impeachment 
was handled).”
	 The President stressed that the executive 
branch had no role in the impeachment proceedings.
	 “I keep telling you, the executive has no role 
in this. The President has no role. I’m an impeachable 
officer. I cannot involve myself in any of this. So, it’s 
really the Supreme Court, the Senate and the House,” 
he said.
	 The Senate on Wednesday approved the 
motion of Senator Rodante Marcoleta to “adhere to 
the immediately executory decision” of the SC en 
banc dated July 25, 2025, effectively archiving the 
impeachment complaint.
	 A separate motion by Senate Minority Leader 
Vicente Sotto III to lay Marcoleta’s motion on the table 
lost in a vote of 19 affirmative against 5 negative votes.
	 The High Court’s unanimous decision held that 
the complaint violated the Constitution’s one-year bar 
rule and failed to provide due process to the respondent, 
leading the tribunal to invalidate the proceedings from 
the outset. (PNA)
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DOJ hopes to finish evaluation of 
missing ‘sabungeros’ case soon

By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA – President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on 
Monday dismissed China’s 
accusation that his recent 
remarks on the possible 
Taiwan conflict amounted 
to “playing with fire,” 
reaffirming the Philippines’ 
resolve to defend its territory 
amid rising tensions in the 
West Philippine Sea.
	 In a press briefing at 
Malacañang, Marcos defended 
his remarks while on a state 
visit to India last week, where 
he said the Philippines would 
inevitably be affected in the 
event of a military conflict 
between China and the United 
States (US) over Taiwan.

	 The President cited 
the country’s geographic 
proximity and the presence of 
thousands of Filipino workers 
on the self-ruled island. The 
remark has since drawn the ire 
of China.
	 “I don’t know what 
they are talking about. Playing 
with fire? I was just stating 
facts. We do not want to go to 
war,” Marcos said.
	 He underscored the 
inevitability of Philippine 
involvement should a war 
break out over Taiwan.
	 “But I think if there is 
a war over Taiwan, we will be 
drawn, hihilaan tayo sa ayaw 
at gusto natin. (We will be 
drawn and dragged into that 

Continued on page 2...

Gov’t agencies unite 
to assist conflict-
hit communities in 
Calabarzon
By Kristianne Andrade

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA)—More conflict-
affected areas in Calabarzon 
are receiving support and 
assistance from regional 
government agencies as the 
Department of the Interior and 
Local Government (DILG) 
Region IV-A intensifies 
the rollout of its Retooled 
Community Support Program 
(RCSP).
	 Among the latest 
beneficiaries of the program 
are Barangay Nasi in Rosario, 
Batangas, and Barangay 
Mambog in Macalelon, 
Quezon, both of which have 
been affected by armed 
conflict.
	 Regional Director 
Ariel O. Iglesia said the 
DILG remains committed to 
implementing the RCSP in 
conflict-affected barangays to 

ensure the delivery of essential 
services and address pressing 
developmental issues.
	 “This initiative 
brings the government 
closer to the people by 
delivering basic services 
directly to the community 
while strengthening local 
development efforts,” Iglesia 
said.
	 Iglesia emphasized 
that beyond immediate 
aid, the program seeks to 
empower barangays to sustain 
peace and development by 
establishing active community 
participation, strengthening 
local governance, and 
building resilience against the 
resurgence of armed conflict.
	 Under the RCSP, the 
DILG and partner agencies 
assisted the said communities 
in crafting their Barangay 
Development Plans (BDP) 

Continued on page 2...

	 Patidongan claimed 
that a shadowy group of 
influential business people 
directed the deaths of the 
“sabungeros” and dumped 
their remains in Taal Lake in 
Batangas province.
	 Incomplete skeletal 
fragments have since been 
recovered and are undergoing 
forensic examination.
	 Remulla said the 
testimony of Patidongan’s 
brothers, Jose and Elakim, 
may also prove invaluable.
	 The two supposedly 
fled out of the country to 
escape the investigation and 
was caught in security camera 

ilabas na (it can be released, 
as they say, while it is still hot) 
,” Remulla said in an interview 
with reporters.
	 “ I n e - e v a l u a t e 
ngayon, tapos mag-pi PI na 
yan after that. Papadalhan 
na ng subpoena para sa mga 
mananagot at dapat sumagot 
(The case is still being 
evaluated and after that it will 
be a preliminary investigation, 
Subpoenas will be sent out to 
those concerned),” he added.
	 Remulla added that 
whether whistleblower Julie 
“Dondon” Patidongan will 
be admitted as a government 
witness will be known if a case 
actually lands in court. Continued on page 2...

By Benjamin Pulta

MANILA – Department 
of Justice (DOJ) Secretary 
Jesus Crispin Remulla on 
Friday said prosecutors’ 
initial evaluation of the case 
the missing “sabungeros” 
(cockfight enthusiasts) may 
be completed soon and could 
proceed to a formal preliminary 
investigation if warranted by 
evidence gathered so far.
	 “Sana. Hopefully 
matapos na rin. ‘Yung 10 days 
na ‘yun (We hope. Hopefully 
it can be finished. Those 10 
days), it can be extended. But 
it’s better off that we finish it, 
‘ika nga, habang mainit pa ay 
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