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Cavite marks 47th Disability Rights Week 
with call for innovation and inclusion
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350 Calabarzon health facilities accredited 
as PhilHealth YAKAP providers
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decline but dengue 
reports up by 7% p. 2

Kapirasong Kritika p. 4

DSWD, NCDA kick off 
test run of unified PWD 
ID system p. 3 

By Fredmoore Cavan

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA) — A total of 350 
healthcare providers across 
the Calabarzon region are 
now offering free outpatient 
medical services under the 
government’s YAKAP ng 
Pamahalaan (Yaman ng 
Kalusugan) program.
	 Formerly known as 
Konsultasyong Sulit at Tama 
(Konsulta), YAKAP expands 
the scope of accessible health 
services, covering medicines, 
checkups, and basic laboratory 
tests.
	 Accredited YAKAP 
healthcare providers in the 
region include 78 in Cavite, 
94 in Laguna, 55 in Batangas, 
52 in Rizal, and 66 in Quezon 
province.

Continued on page 3...

	 According to 
Philippine Health Insurance 
Corporation (PhilHealth), 
the revitalized program 
underscores the government’s 
commitment to safeguarding 
every Filipino’s health and 
well-being, in line with 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr.’s vision of a healthier nation 

under Bagong Pilipinas.
	 The initiative shifts 
the focus from treatment to 
prevention, aiming to bring 
essential healthcare closer to 
communities.
	 Under YAKAP, 
Filipinos now have access to 
75 essential medicines, more 

Senators press for tighter controls 
on e-wallet use in online gambling
By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA – Senators have 
called on e-wallet service 
providers and regulators to 
close loopholes that allow 
access to online gambling, 

warning that partial restrictions 
continue to enable Filipinos to 
place bets easily.
	 Senator Sherwin 
Gatchalian, in a radio 
interview Friday, said that 
while some “in-app” links 

enabling direct play through 
e-wallet applications such as 
GCash have been removed, 
users can still connect their 
accounts to gambling sites and 
bank savings accounts.

Continued on page 3...

from Mayor Dahlia A. 
Loyola, who is recognized 
as a champion of PWD 
empowerment. Mayor 
Loyola underscored the 
importance of providing 
equal opportunities and 
inclusive services to PWDs, 
ensuring that “no one is left 
behind.”
	 The first day featured 
exciting competitions that 
showcased the talents, 
knowledge, and spirit of 
inclusivity among PWDs. 
The Dance Competition 
highlighted the celebration 
with the City of Carmona 
winning the championship 
and receiving ₱25,000, gold 
medals, a trophy, and tokens. 
The City of Dasmariñas 
placed first runner-up with 

Continued on page 3...

NEARLY 400 participants 
from various local 
government units in Cavite 
gathered at the CarSiGMA 
Gymnasium in the City of 
Carmona on August 14-15, 
2025, to celebrate the 47th 
Disability Rights Week 
with the theme “Innovation 
for Inclusion: Building 
Inclusive Communities 
Together.”
	 The two-day event 
was hosted by the City 
Government of Carmona 
through the Persons with 
Disability Affairs Office 
(PDAO) headed by Ms. 
Rosebelle L. Mercurio. It 
opened with a motorcade 
followed by a welcome 
message from Vice Mayor 
Cesar L. Ines, Jr. and 
an inspirational address 

Image courtesy of PhilHealth

NTA warns ‘Tuklaw’ 
cigarettes illicit in PH

By Stephanie Sevillano

MANILA – The National 
Tobacco Administration 
(NTA) on Friday warned the 
public that “Tuklaw” or Thuoc 
Lao cigarettes are illegal in the 
Philippines.
	 The agency issued 
the reminder following law 
enforcement alerts on the 
brand’s potential health 
effects, after users, including 
teenagers, reported seizure-
like symptoms.
	 NTA Administrator 
Belinda Sanchez said 
“Tuklaw” has no import 
license.
	 She urged the public 
to immediately report to 
authorities any availability of 
“Tuklaw” cigarettes in their 
localities.
	 “Increasing our 
efforts to fight the illicit 
tobacco trade will improve the 
country’s image in the global 
market,” she said.
	 Based on the NTA’s 
latest findings, “Tuklaw” 

entered the country through 
various ports, including 
Zamboanga, General Santos 
and Davao in Mindanao, and 
Palawan province.
	 They were delivered 
via sea transport from 
Indonesia and Malaysia.
	 Sanchez said the 
“Tuklaw” crackdown is 
crucial to protect the local 
industry.
	 “If we work together 
in curbing illicit tobacco 
trade, the future of our 
tobacco farmers and those 
who depend on the industry 
is sustained and our economy 
strengthened,” she said.
	 Experts have warned 
of the health risks of “Tuklaw” 
to users, as its nicotine content 
may be as high as nine percent, 
far higher than the average 
one to three percent found in 
ordinary cigarettes.
	 Effects may include 
seizure-like symptoms like 
brief, shock-like body jerks 
and twitches, among others, 
the NTA said. (PNA)



the Anti-Extrajudicial Killing 
Act.
	 The measure 
mandates the creation of the 
Inter-Agency Council Against 
Extrajudicial Killings (Anti-
EJK Council) to establish 
programs and promulgate 
measures to ensure that state 
and non-state actors who 
committed EJK are brought to 
justice.
	 The penalty of life 
imprisonment without the 
benefit of parole shall be 
imposed upon any public 
officer, person in authority, 
agent of a person in authority, 
or private individual found 
guilty of EJK.
	 “EJK is a clear and 
present phenomenon of the 

times, boldly challenging our 
constitutionally protected 
human right against the taking 
of life, and a transgression 
of due process and the 
presumption of innocence 
of criminal suspects. EJK 
remains a grave threat that 
demands our most urgent 
effort through legislation,” De 
Lima said.
	 “Panagutin ang 
pasimuno at ang lahat ng 
kasabwat sa pamamaslang, 
lalo na sa mga inosenteng bata 
at sibilyan (The masterminds 
and all accomplices in the 
killings should be held liable, 
especially in the killing 
of innocent children and 
civilians),” she added. (PNA)

from page 8Party-list...

government agencies and 
stakeholders in handling 
sensitive cases involving child 
victims.
	 The CSPC, chaired 
by the DOJ and co-chaired 
by the DSWD, developed 
the revised protocol through 
extensive consultations with 
stakeholders, incorporating 
recent laws, emerging 
technologies and updated best 
practices in child protection.
	 The updates ensure 
that interventions remain 
responsive, efficient and child-
sensitive.
	 The BI plays a major 
role in preventing cross-border 
trafficking and exploitation of 
children. Its frontline officers 
are trained to detect possible 
cases of human trafficking and 
child exploitation at ports of 
entry and exit.
	 “On the BI side, we 
already have an advance 
passenger information system. 
That is already rolled out, we 
are in the initial phase and I 
think more than 20 airlines are 
already connected,” Sandoval 
said.
	 As soon as an 
individual checks in from the 
country of origin, the data, 
identity and all the previous 
data about the person are 
already entered into the BI for 
initial vetting.

	 Sandoval said the 
Shield Kids campaign has also 
been rolled out in airports and 
various BI offices.
	 “This is like an 
opportunity for people to 
report to the Bureau of 
Immigration if they know of 
any foreign nationals who are 
involved in the exploitation 
of children. We partner with 
various government agencies 
that are also part of this 
inter-agency as well as CWC 
(Council for the Welfare of 
Children), which provided us 
with the youth helpline (1383) 
so that we can use it in this 
reporting,” she said.
	 Sandoval assured that 
the process of interrogation or 
interaction with young victims 
remains child-sensitive and 
will not cause additional 
trauma.
	 “In our country, we 
have protocols in place in 
terms of conversing with the 
victims. The DSWD is there 
in our inter-agency. For 
trafficking cases, specifically, 
we forward the subject to the 
Inter-Agency Council Against 
Trafficking where the DSWD 
conducts intervention efforts 
to talk to the victims. So, we 
really protect them and at the 
same time, we pursue justice 
to catch their perpetrators,” 
she said. (PNA)

from page 8Gov’t...

CHILDREN’S PROTECTION. Bureau of Immigration spokesperson Dana Sandoval 
during the Bagong Pilipinas Ngayon public briefing on Friday (Aug. 15, 2025). She 
said the government, through the Committee for the Special Protection of Children, is 
working to provide ample assistance and ensure justice is served to victims of abuse. 
(Screengrab from PTV)

	 A second video 
presented by Torre, uploaded 
by a certain Kerwin Salvador 
dela Cruz, showed a group 
of teenagers ganging up on a 
young man. A PNP verification 
revealed that it happened in 
Vietnam.
	 A third video, taken 
in Cebu, turned out to be a 
case of a fistfight between two 
bus passengers and not a case 
of robbery as claimed by the 
uploader.
	 “We will have all of 
these taken down and we will 

also file charges,” Torre said 
of the three videos and their 
uploaders.
	 Of 1,372 malicious 
posts/fake news requested 
to be taken down, 112 were 
removed while 1,260 were 
flagged by Meta, based on the 
PNP-Anti-Cybercrime Group 
(PNP-ACG) data from Jan. 1 
to Aug. 13.
	 Six cases have been 
filed against the people 
behind the posts, four of 
which currently undergoing 
preliminary investigation and 

from page 8Pro-Duterte... two undergoing trial.
	 “Let us stop sharing 
unverified information. Please 
be reminded that spreading 
fake news is a serious offense 
punishable by law with fines 
and imprisonment,” PNP-
ACG director Brig. Gen. 
Bernard Yang told reporters.
	 “If you 
encounter anyone 
posting malinformation, 
misinformation, or 
disinformation, report it 
immediately to the PNP ACG 
or dial 911 for prompt action,” 
he added. (PNA)

Leptospirosis cases decline 
but dengue reports up by 7%

NBI nabs 2 women in Cavite 
suburbs sale scam

RECUPERATION. The National Kidney and Transplant Institute in Quezon City 
accommodates leptospirosis patients at its gym on Aug. 8, 2025. From 200 cases logged 
on Aug. 3 to 9, leptospirosis cases are down to just 10 daily on Aug. 10 to 14. (PNA photo 
by Joan Bondoc)

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA – The Department 
of Health (DOH) on Saturday 
reported that leptospirosis 
cases are declining but assured 
the public that 49 dedicated 
fast lanes for patients remain 
operational nationwide.
	 DOH reported a huge 
drop from the almost 200 
cases logged daily on Aug. 3 
to 9 to just 10 daily on Aug. 10 
to 14.
	 From June 8 to Aug. 
14, the DOH tallied a total of 
3,752 cases.
	 “DOH hospitals 
remain on alert while 
leptospirosis fast lanes have 
been activated nationwide,” 
the agency said in a statement.
	 The DOH advised the 
public to immediately seek 
consultation at the fast lanes, 
health centers or hospitals if 
they have been submerged in 
floodwaters or exposed to mud 
this rainy season.
	 “This is to assess 
your risk level and provide 
the proper treatment,” it 

reminded.
	 Leptospirosis is a 
bacterial infection transmitted 
through water contaminated 
with the urine of infected 
animals, commonly rats.
	 It can cause fever, 
muscle pain, and, in severe 
cases, organ damage or death 
if left untreated.
Dengue cases up
	 In a separate update, 
the DOH said cases of dengue 
have slightly increased 
following the monsoon rains 
and typhoons in July.

	 A total of 15,091 
dengue cases were recorded 
from July 13 to 26, the period 
when tropical cyclones 
Crising, Dante, and Emong 
brought heavy rains and flash 
floods.
	 The number was 
seven percent higher than the 
14,131 cases logged from June 
29 to July 12.
	 “The DOH remains 
on alert for dengue cases in 
the country, and dengue fast 
lanes remain active in DOH 
hospitals,” it said. (PNA)

By Benjamin Pulta

MANILA – The National 
Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 
on Thursday said it has arrested 
two women in Naic, Cavite on 
charges of offering bogus titles 
of subdivision projects.
	 In a statement, NBI 
Director Jaime Santiago 
says the NBI-Cavite District 
Office - North (NBI-CAVIDO 
North) arrested Irene Rosal 
and Resie Jane Pacon on Aug. 
6 for swindling/estafa and for 
violation of Presidential Decree 
No. 957, or the Subdivision 
and Condominium Buyers’ 
Protective Decree.

The case stemmed from 

multiple complaints by 
individuals who were allegedly 
deceived into believing that 
a subdivision project being 
offered by Rosal and Pacon 
through MJRL Landsource 
Realty was legitimately 
registered and had a license 
to sell from the Department of 
Human Settlement and Urban 
Development (DHSUD).
	 An investigation and 
verification with DHSUD 4-A 
(Calabarzon) confirmed that 
the project was unregistered 
and had no license to sell.
	 NBI-CAVIDO North 
agents, assisted by DHSUD 
officers, conducted an 
entrapment operation that led 
to the arrest of the suspects.

	 Recovered from Rosal 
and Pacon were an MJRL 
Landsource Realty receipt, 
a lot plan for Landsource 
Residences (Phase 1), a 
master list of lot buyers, and 
a lot distribution map, among 
others.
	 The DHSUD had 
already issued a cease-and-
desist order against MJRL 
Landsource Realty.
	 Santiago said the arrest 
serves as a reminder that the 
real estate industry is heavily 
regulated and that compliance 
with the law is crucial for 
developers, management, and 
buyers. (PNA)
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provider.
	 Jasmin Taasan, a 
resident of Calamba City, 
Laguna, described the new 
program as a great help, 
stressing that through YAKAP 
she does not need to worry 
whenever she needs doctor 
consultations and laboratory 
checkups.
	 “Maraming salamat 

po sa PhilHealth at sa ating 
government sa pagpapalawak 
ng mga benepisyo pagdating 
sa pag-access sa mga angkop 
na serbisyong medikal at 
pangkalusugan. Malaking 
tulong po ito sa mga mahihirap 
na mamamayan natin na may 
sakit, makakapag pakonsulta 
sila ng libre at laboratoty tests 
para malaman kung ano tlga 

ang sakit nila.” she shared.
	 To make enrollment 
easier, registration for the 
primary care packages will 
soon be available through the 
eGov PH app, ensuring more 
convenient access to services. 
(FC, PIA4A)

350... from page 1

than triple the previous 21, 
through partner pharmacies. 
This expanded list is covered 
by a maximum benefit limit of 
₱20,000 per patient annually.
	 The program also 
increases coverage for 
laboratory services from 15 to 
20 tests and introduces high 
value and specialty screenings 

for colorectal, lung, liver, and 
breast cancers to promote 
early detection.
	 PhilHealth clarified 
that members may avail 
of these cancer screening 
tests at no cost in select 
hospitals, provided they 
present a doctor’s order from 
an accredited primary care 

from page 1 Cavite...
₱20,000, silver medals, a 
trophy, and tokens, while 
Trece Martires City finished 
second runner-up with 
₱15,000, bronze medals, a 
trophy, and tokens. Non-
winning participants were 
each awarded ₱5,000 and 
tokens.
	 The Disability 
Knowledge Bowl 
Tournament (Quiz Bee) 
crowned General Trias as 
champion with ₱10,000, 
gold medals, and tokens. 
Cavite City won first runner-

up with ₱7,000, silver 
medals, and tokens, while 
the City of Dasmariñas 
placed second runner-up 
with ₱6,000, bronze medals, 
and tokens. Participating 
LGUs also received a 
₱1,000 consolation prize 
and tokens.
	 The second 
day focused on sports 
competitions that promoted 
teamwork and inclusivity. In 
Table Tennis, team Carmona 
dominated both the male 
and female categories, 

receiving ₱5,000, gold 
medals, and tokens. The 
City of Dasmariñas came in 
second with ₱4,000, silver 
medal, and token, while 
Naic finished third with 
₱3,000, bronze medal, and 
token.
	 In the Bocce Game 
– Male Category, the 
City of Carmona won the 
championship and received 
₱10,000, gold medals, and 
tokens. Amadeo placed 
first runner-up with ₱8,000, 
silver medals, and tokens, 
while the City of Dasmariñas 

was second runner-up with 
₱6,000, bronze medals, 
and tokens. In the Female 
Category, Amadeo took 
the championship with 
₱10,000, gold medals, and 
tokens. Trece Martires 
City earned first runner-up 
with ₱8,000, silver medals, 
and tokens, while General 
Mariano Alvarez placed 
second runner-up with 
₱6,000, bronze medals, and 
tokens.
	 The event concluded 
with closing remarks from 
Ms. Marie Shiela Antenor-

Haloc, who expressed 
gratitude to all participants 
and partner LGUs for 
their continued support in 
advancing disability rights 
and inclusion. Capping 
off the event was the 
ceremonial turnover of the 
next Disability Rights Week 
Celebration to the City of 
General Trias, signifying 
the continuing commitment 
of Cavite to uphold and 
strengthen programs for 
PWDs. — A. Cabrera 
(Cavite PIO)

	 “Hindi ka na nga 
pwedeng maglaro sa GCash 
pero pwede mo pa ring i-link 
‘yung savings account mo at 
GCash mo. Napakadali pa rin 
para sa mga kababayan nating 
tumaya gamit ‘yung kanilang 
GCash (You can no longer 
directly play in GCash, but 
you can still link your account 
to gambling apps and to your 
savings account. It remains 
very easy for our countrymen 
to place bets using their 
GCash),” he said.
	 Gatchalian added 
that implementation appears 
gradual, possibly due to 
the large subscriber base of 
e-wallet platforms, which he 
estimated at about 90 million 
accounts, including multiple 
registrations by some users.

	 He also disclosed that 
some illegal gambling sites 
still have payment links to 
e-wallet services.
	 Meanwhile, Senator 
Alan Peter Cayetano, who 
chairs the Committee on 
Banks, Financial Institutions 
and Currencies, told a joint 
Senate hearing Thursday that 
while he remains committed to 
a total ban on online gambling, 
the government must pursue 
“regulations that work” to 
address its reach and social 
costs.
	 “I’m still for the total 
ban. But between the total ban 
at wala tayong gagawin (and 
we do nothing), I want to focus 
on regulations that work,” he 
said.
	 Cayetano urged the 

from page 1Senators... Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP) to consider tighter 
restrictions, including 
prohibiting e-wallet use for 
gambling, drawing parallels 
between safeguards in 
physical casinos and the 
largely unregulated payment 
systems in online betting.
	 “Sa e-sabong kasi, 
nakita natin ang difference ng 
may betting station at ‘yung 
nagagamit ang e-wallets 
[sa online gaming]. Have 
you decided or still under 
consideration whether 
ipagbawal ang paggamit ng 
e-wallets (In e-sabong, we saw 
the difference between having 
a betting station and being 
able to use e-wallets in online 
gaming. Have you decided or 
is it still under consideration 
to prohibit e-wallet use)?” 

Cayetano asked BSP Deputy 
Governor Mamerto Tangonan.
	 The senator likened 
e-wallets to banks covered by 
anti-money laundering laws, 
noting that while banks are not 
the ones laundering money, 
they can be penalized for 
becoming conduits.
	 “So ‘pag nagiging 
conduit ngayon ang e-wallets, 
sa laki ng kita nila, they don’t 
need this (So if e-wallets 
become conduits now, with 
their huge earnings, they don’t 
need this),” he said.
	 Cayetano asked 
the BSP to submit data on 
e-wallet earnings from regular 
transactions versus online 
gaming.
	 He said his opposition 
to gambling has come at 
personal cost, recalling that 

he lost the speakership of the 
House of Representatives 
in 2020, in part for not 
calendaring a franchise bill for 
e-sabong operators.
	 “I was threatened, 
but it’s worth the cost,” he 
said, citing a 25-year record 
of pushing anti-gambling 
measures, including his filing 
of the Anti-Gambling Act in 
2000.
	 Tangonan confirmed 
Thursday that the BSP has 
ordered e-wallet operators 
to remove in-app links to 
gambling sites within 48 
hours and is finalizing rules 
to prohibit such payments, 
including those made via 
credit cards. (PNA)

DSWD, NCDA kick off test run of unified PWD ID system
By Jose Cielito Reganit

MANILA – After months 
of systems development 
and internal testing, the 
Department of Social Welfare 
and Development (DSWD) 
and its attached agency, the 
National Council on Disability 
Affairs (NCDA), have rolled 
out the unified ID system 
for persons with disabilities 
(PWDs) on Tuesday.
	 “The DSWD is very 
pleased to announce that the 
rollout for the unified persons 
with disabilities ID has 
commenced in San Miguel, 
Bulacan. This is the first of 
the 35 pilot local government 
units (LGU) that will be able 
to provide a more convenient 

and efficient method of 
validation for their persons 
with disabilities constituents,” 
Assistant Secretary Irene 
Dumlao said in a statement.
	 The DSWD 
spokesperson said the other 
areas scheduled to roll out the 
ID this week include the cities 
of Pasay, Muntinlupa, and Sta. 
Rosa in Laguna.
	 The application, 
verification, and approval of 
the unified PWD ID will be 
done by the LGUs, through 
their respective Persons with 
Disability Affairs Offices 
(PDAO).
	 The NCDA will 
handle the centralized printing 
of the IDs.
	 “The NCDA will 

continue to coordinate with 
other participating LGUs to 
plot the schedule for their 
respective pilot rollouts in the 
following weeks,” Dumlao 
said.
	 Among the security 
features of the unified PWD 
ID system is a digital ID that 
can be accessible via a mobile 
app or web portal. The digital 
ID has a QR (quick response) 
code that can be scanned by 
business establishments for 
quick verification.

Persons with disabilities 
also have the option to 
present physical IDs which 
are RFID (radio frequency 
identification)-enabled PVC 
(polyvinyl chloride) cards for 

offline use.

Some 200,000 persons with 
disabilities -- which is roughly 
10 percent of the estimated 
2 million persons with 
disabilities nationwide are 
expected to participate in the 
pilot rollout.

The pilot areas include 
Parang, Maguindanao from 
the Bangsamoro Autonomous 
Region of Muslim Mindanao; 
the cities of Dagupan, 
San Carlos, Urdaneta, and 
Alaminos in Pangasinan; 
Solano, Nueva Vizcaya; 
almost all municipalities in 
Bulacan province; Cainta, San 
Mateo, Santa Rosa, Teresa, 
and Antipolo City in Rizal 

province; Carmona, Cavite; 
Pila, Laguna, Daet, Camarines 
Norte; Kalibo, Aklan; 
Candijay, Bohol; Malaybalay, 
Bukidnon; Koronadal City and 
Surallah in South Cotabato; 
and the cities of Pasay and 
Muntinlupa in the National 
Capital region.

The unified ID system is part 
of the Marcos administration’s 
efforts to combat the 
proliferation of fake persons 
with disabilities ID cards and 
ensure that more inclusive 
programs and policies are 
available for the vulnerable 
sector. (PNA)
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NEWSWEEKLY

Akbayan na nagsusulong 
ng mga reporma ang 
gobyernong Aquino, pero 
puro mga hakbangin ang 
ibinibida nito, hindi resulta 
– sa pagbawas sa kahirapan 
at kagutuman, halimbawa. 
Participatory budget process? 
Tapos pwedeng baguhin ng 
pangulo gaya ng ginawa sa 
Disbursement Acceleration 
Program. Disenteng 
paninirahan para sa mga 
“informal settlers”? Tatak 
ng gobyernong Aquino ang 
mararahas na demolisyon 
at bulok na relokasyon. 
Proteksyong panlipunan? 
Lalong lumaganap 
ang kawalang-trabaho, 
kontraktwal na empleyo, 
at kawalang-lupa. Ito ang 
katuparan ng mga pangako ng 
Edsa?
	 Sobrang labag 
na sa katwiran ang mga 
pahayag ng Akbayan hinggil 
sa gobyernong Aquino. 
Halatang hindi na katwiran, 
at lalong hindi paninindigan, 
ang nagsasalita sa mga ito, 
kundi pera. Makikita rin ito 
sa paggamit ng Akbayan sa 
retorika ng Edsa: Sa panawagan 
nitong kamtin ang pangako ng 
Edsa ngayon, pinapalabnaw 
ng Akbayan ang naging bisa 
at silbi ng Edsa para sa mga 
Pilipino – ang magpatalsik 
ng kinamumuhiang pangulo. 
Higit pa riyan, pinapatatag 
nito ang ilusyong makakamit 
ang mga pangako ng Edsa 
sa kasalukuyang sistema at 
gobyerno. Malinaw, kung 
susuriin lang, kung sino 
ang tunay na “oportunista, 
buwitre at mang-aagaw” sa 
pakikibaka para sa pagbabago.

25 Pebrero 2015

Pera ang Nagsasalita
mahalagang punto: Ang ugat 
ng pagdanak ng dugo ay 
wala sa anumang detalye ng 
operasyon, kundi sa buong 
plano nito. Dumanak ang dugo 
dahil ang plano ay pagpatay 
sa isang pinagbibintangang 
terorista na nasa loob ng 
isang komunidad kung saan 
maraming armadong grupo. 
Dumanak ang dugo dahil 
ipinatupad ni Aquino ang 
patakaran ng US ng pagpatay 
sa mga pinaghihinalaang 
terorista sa isang delikadong 
konteksto. Mahalagang punto 
ito kung gusto nating matuto 
sa nangyari, dahil lantad nang 
may patakaran ang gobyerno 
ng US ng asasinasyon sa mga 
pinaghihinalaang terorista, 
ayon nga kay Glenn Greenwald 
at iba pang imbestigatibong 
mamamahayag.
	 Syempre pa, ramdam 
na tinutunggali ng Akbayan 
ang Kaliwa sa pahayag. 
Sabi nito patungkol sa mga 
tumutuligsa kay Aquino: “sa 
kalakhan ng kanilang buhay 
ay nag-instrumentalisa, nang-
abuso at nang-angkin sa 
makatarungang pakikibaka ng 
bayan para sa pagbabagong 
panlipunan.” Ang Kaliwa 
ang tinutukoy rito, dahil ang 
iba pang personalidad at 
pwersa na idinidikit sa Kaliwa 
ay direktang kumalaban, 
hindi nakisakay, sa naturang 
pakikibaka. Sa kabilang 
banda, tiyak na sarili ang 
tinutukoy ng Akbayan nang 
sinabi nitong nagbukas 
ang Edsa ng “mga bagong 
oportunidad para ituloy ng 
mga kilusang panlipunan ang 
pakikibaka para sa tunay na 
pagbabagong panlipunan.”
	 Pero nasaan ang 
ebidensya ng retorikang 
ito? Gustong palabasin ng 

NABASA ko ang pahayag 
ng Akbayan para sa ika-
29 na anibersaryo ng pag-
aalsang Edsa People Power. 
Ang titulo: “Realize Edsa’s 
unfulfilled promises; shield 
it from opportunists, vultures 
and usurpers.” Inilathala 
ang pahayag, syempre pa, 
pagkatapos ng pagdanak 
ng dugo sa Mamasapano, 
Maguindanao noong Enero 25. 
Sa gitna ng pinakamatinding 
eskandalong yumanig sa 
gobyerno ni Noynoy Aquino, 
hindi pa rin nayayanig ang 
matinding suporta ng Akbayan 
sa kanya. Masasabi pa nga na 
minamarkahan ng pahayag 
ang panibagong antas ng 
pagkabulok ng Akbayan mula 
sa grupong may pseudo-
progresibong pagpapanggap 
patungong sagad-sagaring 
bayaran.
	 Sa kaso ng 
Mamasapano, ang panawagan 
ng Akbayan kay Aquino: 
“igiit ang kanyang solidong 
pamumuno sa isyu at gumawa 
ng mapagpasyang hakbangin 
para ilabas ang buong 
katotohanan at magbigay ng 
hustisya sa lahat ng biktima.” 
Para kang nanawagan kay 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
na ilabas ang katotohanan 
sa “Hello Garci.” Ayon pa 
rito, may “mga seryosong 
pagkakamali sa paghusga 
at command sa mga kritikal 
na yugto ng engkwentro.” 
Sa ganitong pahayag, ang 
itinuturing lang na biktima 
ay ang 44 na operatiba ng 
Philippine National Police-
Special Action Force, hindi 
kasama ang maraming Moro 
na napatay dahil sa operasyon 
– rebelde man o karaniwang 
sibilyan.
	 Pero ang mas 

Dismantle crooked system
THE ampaw project in 
Calumpit, Bulacan in which the 
substandard structure was not 
hidden from President Marcos 
was just the tip of the iceberg. 
	 Corruption is so 
entrenched in Congress and, by 
extension, the entire government, 
that planned investigations are not 
expected to produce promising 
results despite President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr.’s active involvement. 
	 The implication 
of President Marcos’ recent 
revelation of favored contractors 
cornering infrastructure deals, 
primarily on flood mitigation, 
was the continuation of 
the “Mahiya naman kayo” 
smackdown in the State of 
the Nation Address that was 
directed at members of Congress. 
	 The ampaw project in 
Calumpit, Bulacan, in which the 
substandard structure was not 
hidden from President Marcos, 
was just the tip of the iceberg. 
	 Thus, it is easy to 
imagine, with the Calumpit 
abomination as an example, 
how most of the country 
remains submerged during a 
downpour despite the hundreds 
of billions of pesos spent 
annually on flood mitigation. 
	 Proponents of a change 
in approach, following the 
revelations of systemic graft 
in the annual budget’s creation 
and the branding of the current 
General Appropriations Act as 
the most corrupt ever, are now 
detailing Congress’ manual 
for siphoning people’s money. 
	 Based on the computation 
of those who are inside the loop, 
only 30 percent or less of the 
actual cost goes into building 
the project; the rest is spent 
on kickbacks and percentages. 
	 Those who get the 
most significant share of the 
pie don’t sign anything; thus, 
when cases are filed, only the 
contractors and the Department 
of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) signatories are charged. 
	 The proponents of 
pork barrel have no signature, 
and thus are “untouched, 
because there’s no evidence.” 
	 An implementing 
agency, such as the DPWH, where 

a pork project is inserted, will call 
a public bidding, but the winning 
contractor is already pre-arranged. 
	 The usual scheme or the 
Standard Operating Procedure 
(SOP) would have 25 percent of 
the project cost going to members 
of the appropriations panel of 
either the House or the Senate. 
	 Then, in the district 
where the project will be done, 
a “pass through” or “parking 
fee” is provided. The parking 
fee is given to the congressman 
who gets about five to 10 
percent of the project’s budget. 
	 Then, three percent 
goes to members of the Bids 
and Awards Committee, while 
another three percent is given 
to the “losing bidders” who are 
accomplices in the rigged bidding. 
	 Another one percent 
is allocated to the agency 
responsible for material testing, a 
process necessary for substandard 
materials to pass inspection. 
	 Other costs are one 
percent for inspectors, seven 
percent value-added tax and one 
percent for insurance. Only eight 
percent (VAT and insurance) 
of the cost is legitimate, while 
the rest is SOP. The contractor 
counters the huge under-the-
table costs by overpricing 
the materials for the project. 
	 Cold-formed sheet piles 
cost about P39 per kilogram (/
kg) in the market, while hot-
rolled costs P55/kg, but in the 
official unit price analysis, 
cold-formed is priced at P90, 
while hot-rolled is at P136. 
	 Summing up the 
percentages means about 58 
percent is pocketed while only 
42 percent is left for the holder 
of the contract. Out of that 
shrinking amount, the contractor 
still has to generate a profit of 
about 12 percent, leaving 30 
percent for actual project costs. 
	 When President Marcos 
said that those responsible 
would have to account for 
the theft of public money in 
the Calumpit project that he 
witnessed, a long line of officials 
in government was implicated. 
	 Will the President let 
the ax fall where it may? That 
remains to be seen. (TDT)

Photo courtesy of Daily Tribune
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By Reyan L. Arinto

TACLOBAN CITY (PIA)—
The National Maritime 
Polytechnic (NMP) based 
here, and the Development 
Academy of the Philippines 
(DAP) have signed a 
Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) to begin a feasibility 
study for a planned Regional 
Maritime Training Center in 
Tanza, Cavite.
	 The virtual signing 
marks the start of a key 
initiative to expand maritime 
training and certification in 
Luzon, helping to decentralize 
NMP’s services currently 
based in the Visayas.
	 NMP Executive 
Director Victor A. Del Rosario 
described the project as the 
revival of a long-standing 
vision.
	 “This is more than 
the start of a project—it’s 
the realization of a dream 
that began in 1995, when 
NMP acquired a 2.2-hectare 
property in Tanza,” he said.
	 That plan was delayed 
by funding and shifting 
priorities, but is now gaining 
new momentum through 
Republic Act No. 11641, 
which created the Department 

of Migrant Workers (DMW). 
The law mandates NMP to 
establish regional training 
centers to improve access 
to maritime education for 
Filipino seafarers.
	 Del Rosario 
emphasized that the feasibility 
study is a crucial first step in 
meeting this mandate.
	 According to NMP, 
the study will determine the 
project’s viability and guide 
the preparation of proposals for 
submission to the Department 
of Economy, Planning, and 
Development (DepDev), the 
Department of Budget and 
Management (DBM), and 
the Investment Coordination 
Committee (ICC).
	 The results are 
expected to open doors 
for future funding from 
public-private partnerships 
(PPP), donors, and official 
development assistance 
(ODA).
	 “Our goal is not just 
to comply with policy, but to 
bring real improvements to 
maritime training and help 
develop globally competitive 
Filipino seafarers,” Del 
Rosario said.
	 DAP will lead the 
technical work using its eight-

module DEPDev framework, 
which ensures evidence-based, 
strategic planning aligned with 
national priorities.
	 The initiative reflects 
the whole-of-government 
approach promoted by 
President Ferdinand R. 
Marcos Jr., where agencies 
work together to achieve 

NMP, DAP ink deal to study 
maritime training center in Cavite

Seminar-Workshop on Digital 
Marketing for Local Entrepreneurs

IN a continued push to empower 
local businesses, the Office of 
the Provincial Cooperatives 
Development Officer (OPCDO) 
successfully conducted a one-
day Seminar-Workshop on 
Digital Marketing on August 14, 
2025, at the Function Hall of the 
Cavite Provincial Government 
Center, Trece Martires City.
	 The event, which 
focused on cost-effective digital 
marketing strategies, aimed to 
equip local entrepreneurs and 
cooperative members with the 
knowledge and tools necessary 
to navigate today’s increasingly 
digital marketplace.
	 Ms. Liza C. Gabatan, 
Head of the Entrepreneurial 
Division, delivered the opening 
remarks, setting the tone for the 
day. She was followed by Ms. 
Annalyn S. Hernandez, CPA, 
Development Management 
Officer II, who introduced the 
day’s resource speaker.
	 Leading the workshop 
was Mr. Jeremiah Balan, a 
digital marketing specialist from 
Rippletrend Digital Marketing 
Firm. His sessions covered a 
wide range of practical topics 
tailored for small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs), including 
Digital Marketing on a Budget, 
Identifying Your Target 

Audience, Building an Effective 
Online Presence, Social 
Media Marketing Techniques, 
Maximizing Paid Ads with 
Limited Resources, Email 
and Messenger Marketing 
Strategies and Content Creation 
Workshop.
	 Attendees actively 
participated in interactive 
discussions and hands-on 
activities, making the concepts 
highly applicable to their 
respective business contexts. 
The workshop also included 
a Q&A segment and action 
planning, allowing participants 
to outline practical next steps 
for implementing what they 
learned.
	 The event concluded 
with a brief closing program, 
during which participants 
received certificates of 
completion. The day wrapped 
up with an evaluation session 
and a commemorative group 
photo.
	 This initiative 
forms part of the provincial 
government’s broader efforts 
to support entrepreneurship 
and cooperative development 
in Cavite through capacity-
building and digital literacy 
programs.---A. Sarte (Cavite 
PIO)

(Photo courtesy of NMP)

Photo courtesy of Cavite PIO

shared goals. It also supports 
DMW Secretary Hans Leo 
J. Cacdac’s vision of more 
responsive government 
services for Overseas Filipino 
Workers (OFWs), particularly 
seafarers.
	 Under the MOA, NMP 
commits to provide timely 
data and documents, share 
technical expertise, participate 
in validation activities, and 
coordinate with stakeholders 
and partner agencies. 
	 The agency also 
commits to transparency, 
accountability, and adherence 
to agreed timelines.
	 “This project is not 
just about building a facility—
it’s about making training and 

opportunities more accessible 
to our maritime workers and 
their families,” Del Rosario 
said.
	 Once completed, 
the Tanza Regional Training 
Center is expected to 
strengthen the country’s 
maritime training system and 
reinforce the Philippines’ 
position as a leading provider 
of skilled seafarers globally.
	 “This feasibility 
study is just the beginning. 
It sets us on the path toward 
broader access to training, 
stronger industry support, and 
a brighter future for Filipino 
seafarers,” Del Rosario said. 
(RLA/PIA Eastern Visayas)
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EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE 
OF ENRIQUE T. FERNANDEZ AND MARIA S. 
FERNANDEZ WITH WAIVER OF RIGHTS

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late SPOUSES 
ENRIQUE T. FERNANDEZ AND MARIA S. FERNANDEZ, 
who died intestate on July 7, 1985 and March 22, 2001 in 
the United States of America, who left certain properties 
covered by TCT NO. T-5151, containing an area of 131 
square meters, situated in the Dist. Od San Antonio, 
Cavite City, and TCT NO. T-9142, containing an area of 
240 square meters, and TCT NO. T-9143, containing an 
area of 240 square meters, both situated in Tagaytay City 
which has been extrajudicially settled by their heirs with 
waiver of rights in favor of EDUARDO S. FERNANDEZ  as 
per Notary Public, by Secretary of State, Danielle Christine 
Scarsone, at State of California, United States of America, 
Commission No. 2385484, dated July 14, 2023.

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly
August 4, 11 & 18, 2025

EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE 

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late JOSEPH 
GENOVAÑA FLOR who died on May 24, 2005 in Asian 
Hospital and Medical Center, Alabang Muntinlupa City, who 
left a parcel of land covered by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE 
OF TITLE NO. 054-2022000052, containing an area of 
1,375 square meters, situated in Brgy. Masalisi, Lemery, 
Batangas, and TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 
NO. T-193146, containing an area of 180 square meters, 
situated in the Bo. of Molino, Bacoor Cavite, which has 
been extrajudicially settled by his heirs as per Doc. No. 
161, Page No. 34, Book No. 304, Series of 2023, Notary 
Public Atty. Patricio L. Boncayao Jr. 

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly
August 11, 18 & 25, 2026

EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE 
OF DECEASED PERSONS

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late APOLINAR 
DE RAYA GONZALES, who died intestate on June 11, 
1996 at Brgy. Bandita 1, Magallanes Cavite, who left a 
parcel of land covered by TD NO. 12000700217, with an 
area of 69, 474 square meters, PIN 022-22-0007-003-29, 
situated at Bandita 1 Magallanes, Cavite which has been 
extrajudicially settled by his/her heirs as per Doc. No. 113, 
Page No. 25, Book No. VIII, Series of 2025, Notary Public 
Atty. Carlos V. Masaredo.

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly 
August 18 & 25, 2025 & September 1, 2025

EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE 
OF THE LATE DANILO RACTIS VELEZ

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late DANILO 
RACTIS VELEZ, who died on February 4, 2025 at Global 
Care Medical Center of Canlubang, Inc., Calamba 
City, Laguna, who left two (2) parcels of land covered 
by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 076-
2022005170, containing an area of 200 square meters, 
more or less, and TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 
NO. 076-2022005171, containing an area of 64 square 
meters, more or less, and both situated in the Brgy. 
Mangas II, Alfonso, Cavite which has been extrajudicially 
settled by their heirs as per Doc. No. 052, Page No. 012, 
Book No. CCXLVI, Series of 2025, Notary Public Atty. 
Alexander F. E. G. Faustino.

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly 
August 18 & 25, 2025 & September 1, 2025

Health and compassion came hand-in-hand last August 
14, 2025, as the PGC-OPG Medical Mission Team in 
collaboration with the dedicated professionals from 
the Office of the Provincial Health Officer, conducted a 
successful medical and dental mission in Barangay St. 
Peter II, City of Dasmariñas.
	 A total of 419 residents benefited from the 
mission, which includes free medical consultations, 
dental services, X-rays, ECG tests, and free prescribed 
medicines and vitamins. The initiative was made even 
more impactful through the valuable assistance of 
the City Federation of Senior Citizens of Dasmariñas 
and the supportive Barangay Health Workers (BHWs) 
of Brgy. St. Peter II, whose local knowledge and 
community ties helped ensure a smooth and well-
organized operation.
	 The mission brought essential healthcare 
directly to the community, making quality medical 
support more accessible to those who need it most. — 
R. Tanael (Cavite PIO)

By Benjamin Pulta

MANILA – The Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) 
on Wednesday filed 75 criminal complaints before the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) against individuals and 
businesses involved in the illicit trade of vaporized 
nicotine and non-nicotine products or “vapes” for 
failure to pay PHP711.3 million in taxes.
	 “This is a nationwide filing of criminal cases. 
Revenue regions from Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao 
are filing their own local criminal cases right now. The 
BIR has proven that it will file cases after the biggest 

Medical and Dental 
Mission goes to Brgy. St. 
Peter II, Dasmariñas

BIR files P711-M tax 
evasion case vs. illegal 
vape businesses

 
CAREER OPPORTUNITY in YU SAN WIRE AND CABLE INC. 
 
Position Title: ELECTRICAL ANALYST        

          (1) Vacancy 
 
Job Description: 

 Installing and troubleshooting electrical issues. 
 Monitor electrical system performance and assist in diagnosing faults or inefficiencies. 
 Monitoring of power supply.  
 Maintain 380-volt 3 phase 800 amperes at all times.  
 Prepare technical reports.  
 Observing appropriate safety measures to maintain and promote safe work environment. 

 
Qualification: 

 Bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering, Electronics Engineering or related field. 
 Professional Engineer (PE) license or relevant certifications (preferred but not mandatory). 
 At least 2 years’ experience as electrical analyst.  
 Must be proficient in Mandarin. 

 
Application may be sent to Abigail De Guzman with email address  humanresources.ysw@gmail.com  
 

Company/Employer Name of foreign national intending to apply for the 
position 

Company Name:  
    YU SAN WIRE AND CABLE INC. 
Workplace Location: Blk 4 Lot 4 FCIE-
SEZ, Langkaan, Dasmariñas, Cavite 
Nature of Business: Manufacturing of 
Wire and Cables 

 
Name:  CAO, SHUJUN 
Address: Blk 2 Lot 3 Grand Villas, FCIE, Dasmariñas, Cavite 
Nationality: Chinese 
Intended Period of Employment: Three (3) years 
 

Yu San Wire and Cable Inc. hereby declares that the above-named foreign national is able, willing, 
and qualified to perform the services and job description for this position. The company has the 
intention to employ the said foreign national and apply for an Alien Employment Permit with the 
Department of Labor and Employment – Regional Office No. IV-A located at 3rd and 4th Floor, 
Andenson Bldg. II, Brgy. Parian, Calamba City, Laguna. 
Any Filipino jobseeker who is competent, able and willing to perform the services for which the foreign 
national is intended to be hired for, may file an objection at DOLE Regional Office No. IV-A located 
at 3rd and 4th Floor, Andenson Bldg. II, Brgy. Parian, Calamba City, Laguna within 30 days after this 
publication. 
 
Please inform DOLE Regional Office No. IV-A if you have any information on criminal offences 
committed by the foreign nationals. 
 Ang Caviteño Newsweekly 

August 18, 2025

illicit vape sellers such as Flava, Denkat, Flare, and 
Tap Fog. Today, due to the continuing disobedience of 
illicit vape retailers, they will suffer the same fate,” BIR 
Commissioner Romeo Lumagui Jr. said in a statement.
	 Raids and inspections uncovered the rampant 
selling of untaxed vape, including those without the 
required internal revenue stamps and proper BIR 
registration. The operations led to the seizure and 
confiscation of significant volumes of illicit vape 
products.
	 The complaints filed covered multiple 
violations of the Tax Code, including tax evasion, 
unlawful possession or removal of articles subject to 
excise tax without payment of the tax, and failure to file 
excise tax returns.
	 The charges were filed against business 
owners and possessors of untaxed or unregistered vape 
products.
	 Last February 2024, in a case initiated by the 

BIR, the courts ordered the issuance of warrants of 
arrest against vape seller Tap Fog and its conspirators, 
with an estimated tax liability of PHP1.2 billion.

In April 2025, the BIR filed PHP8.7 billion worth of tax 
evasion cases against multiple large-scale illicit vape 
businesses, including brands Flava, Denkat, and Flare.
	 “Patas dapat mag-negosyo sa Pilipinas. Bawal 
magbenta ng ilegal na vape. Bawal ang ghost receipts. 
Bawal ang large-scale online businesses na hindi 
nagbabayad ng tamang buwis. Wag niyo nang hintayin 
na kayo susunod naming kasuhan. Tigilan niyo na yan 
(Engaging in business here in the Philippines should 
be fair. Selling illegal vape, using ghost receipts, large-
scale online businesses that do not pay the correct 
taxes are banned. Don’t wait for us to sue you next. 
Better stop now),” Lumagui said. (PNA)
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By Patricia Bermudez

CALAMBA CITY (PIA) – Homeowners affected 
by recent typhoons will have more time to save up 
for their housing loan payments from the Pag-IBIG 
Fund following a moratorium granted by the shelter 
financing agency.
	 Marilene Acosta, President and chief 
executive officer, said the Pag-IBIG Fund has 
extended its loan payment period to another 30 days 
or a total of 60 days for borrowers to settle their 
amortizations.
	 “We offered a one-month moratorium on 
housing loan payments for members affected by 
calamities, giving our borrowers more time to focus 
on recovery without the added worry of monthly 
amortization.”
	 The one-month payment moratorium applies 
to Pag-IBIG housing loan borrowers or buyers whose 
properties or workplaces were located in areas under 
state of calamity following the onslaught of tropical 
storms Crising, Dante, and Emong, and Habagat or 
the southwest monsoon.
	 The state home financing provider also 
eased their payment terms to help their borrowers 
recuperate, allowing loan payment to three months 
after the calamity. Members can even borrow up to 
90 percent of their savings
	 “We have always been among the first to 
respond, ensuring that our members receive the 
help they need right after a calamity. We make 
our calamity fund available for members living or 
working in affected areas. They can borrow up to 90 
percent of their savings with payments starting three 
months later, providing them time to recover.”
	 Moreover, newer members with 12 months 
of savings are also now qualified for other loans, 
such as the Multipurpose Loan, Calamity Loan and 
the Health and Education Loan Program (HELPS).
	 In its report, the Pag-IBIG Fund noted that 
housing loan disbursements in the CALABARZON 
region are pegged at Php 9.4 billion or 16 percent of 
the loan takeouts in south Luzon.
	 Last July, the CALABARZON region was 
hit by a series tropical cyclones namely Crising, 
Dante, and Emong. In its July 27 report, the Office of 
Civil Defense noted some 6,984 damaged homes in 
all five provinces. (PB/PIA4A)

IN delivering public service with empathy and inclusivity, 
the Provincial Government of Cavite, through the Office 
of the Provincial Persons with Disability Affairs Officer, 
facilitated a seminar on Public Service with Compassion, 
underscoring the theme, “Understanding Children with 
Special Needs and Enhancing Government Interaction” 
at the Function Hall of the Cavite Government Center, on 
August 12, 2025.
	 The seminar was attended by various focal 
persons from Cavite Local Government Units and 
representatives from PGC Offices. 
In his welcome remarks, Engr. Gilbert Gandia, Provincial 
Administrator, stated that the seminar is necessary 
to properly address and meet the needs of the public, 
particularly those in the spectrum disability.
	 The highlight of the activity was the presentation 
of Dr. Lara Alvero of Stalwart Psychological Services, 
discussing nature of the sector with spectrum disability 
and their fundamental needs. Dr. Alvero also highlighted 
the importance of inclusivity and strategies when 
interacting with children with special needs. As she ended 
her lecture, she instilled in the minds of the participants 
the no child should be left behind.
	 Ms. Shiela Marie Antenor, Provincial Persons 
with Disability Affairs Officer, then, discussed the laws 
protecting and supporting the sector and their caregivers to 
reduce the stigma and discrimination among persons with 
disabilities. “Hindi katatawanan ang may kapansanan” 
she remarked.---J. Reyes (Cavite PIO)

Pag-IBIG FUND grants 60-
day moratorium to typhoon-
affected borrowers

Understanding children 
with special needs

BFAR uses tech 
to monitor fishing 
vessels in open sea

PCG: China 
jammed PH 
drones during 
Bajo de Masinloc 
collision
By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA – The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) on 
Saturday revealed it was unable to deploy drones 
during the Aug. 11 collision of two Chinese vessels 
in Bajo de Masinloc, citing possible signal jamming.
	 PCG spokesperson for the West Philippine 
Sea Commodore Jay Tarriela said they believe 
China interfered with their drone systems to prevent 
documentation of the incident.
	 “This time around, we were not able to 
launch drones. It’s because we believed that Chinese 
was blocking our drones to take off,” Tarriela said 
during the Saturday News Forum in Quezon City.
	 “We were unable to fly the drone to record 
the incident and to document the illegal actions of 
the People’s Republic of China (PROC).”
	 He said it was the first time PCG encountered 
suspected electronic jamming in the area.
	 “We are now evaluating how we can still 
launch drones and prevent the PROC from disrupting 
our signals,” he said.
	 Tarriela stressed the Philippines was not 
responsible for the collision between a People’s 
Liberation Army Navy vessel and a China Coast 
Guard ship near Bajo de Masinloc.
	 He said tension arises only from Beijing’s 
“dangerous actions and illegal presence” inside the 
country’s exclusive economic zone.
	 “We’re not provoking anybody. The reason 
why there is tension because of dangerous actions 
and illegal presence within our exclusive economic 
zone,” he said. (PNA)

By Patricia Bermudez

LOS BAÑOS, Laguna (PIA) – A surveillance 
technology is now in place to monitor fishing vessels 
that venture into open waters, the Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) in CALABARZON 
said.
	 Sammy Malvas, Regional Director of 
BFAR CALABARZON, noted that the Integrated 
Marine Environment Monitoring System (IMEMS) 
was developed to monitor illegal, unreported, and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing in the region’s waters. 
	 “IMEMS allows us to monitor commercial 
fishing vessels entering municipal waters. This is a great 
thing because most of the [maritime law] violations are 
committed by commercial fishing vessels. This way, law 
enforcement will be easier because we will not need to 
[physically] chase after them with motorboats.”
	 The IMEMS, similar to the Land Transportation 
Office’s contactless apprehension technology, enables 
the BFAR to track local fishing vessels and respond to 
distress calls. 
	 The BFAR strictly enforces laws on coastal 
resource management by dividing the country’s waters 
into fisheries management areas, based on endemic fish 
populations. 
	 “The CALABARZON is leading in the 
fisheries management area. We also have jurisdiction 
in MIMAROPA [Mindoro, Marinduque, Romblon, and 
Palawan], and Regions 5 and 6,” Malvas said. 
	 Each fisheries management area is monitored 
by a fisheries management board which provides 
science-based policies in maintaining ecological 
balance within the area.  
	 They also serve as an advisory board for 
coastal municipalities in formulating their own policies 
to safeguard their waters. 
	 “We [the BFAR] provide technical assistance to 
help municipalities formulate policies and ordinances 
to take care of their municipal waters.” (PB/PIA 4A)

Career Oppportunity in Company

    Position title

Vice President

    Job Description:

-English & Korean

Company/Employer Name of foreign national intending to apply for the position

KDG TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT CORPORATION Name: Yeohoon Kim
Governor's Drive Bancal Carmona Cavite Address: Rieverra , Silang Cavite
Nature of business: Retail and Wholesaler Nationality: Korean
Machinery Equipment & Supplies Intended period of employment : Four (4) years

services and job description for the position. The company has the intention to employ the said foreign national
and apply for an Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and Employment-Region III located
at Matalino cor. Mahusay St., DMGC, Maimpis City of San Fernando, Pampanga.

If there are any objections or inquiries, please contact the concerned DOLE Regional Office.

-College (Undergrad -HRA)
-With 1 Year Work Experience related to Sales

Applications may be sent to: kdgtools@gmail.com
Name of Company HR: Charmein Lovely Llamado

Company hereby declares that the above-nane foreign national is able, willing, and qualifies to perform the

-Male

-Leads and supports the Sales Team
-Check all records of Customer's orders/requirements with the Sales manager
-Negotiates on price , costs, delivery and specifications with suppliers, buyers and managers.

Qualification (Education, Experience, Professional License, Skills Certification, Speialized Training):

-Other resposibilities as the President of the Corporation requires
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Dismantle crooked system p.4

Party-list lawmaker seeks 
swift passage of anti-EJK law

By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan

MANILA – Philippine 
National Police (PNP) chief 
Nicolas Torre III on Monday 
accused vloggers and “trolls” 
associated with the Duterte 
administration of spreading 
fake news online to malign the 
police organization.
	 In a press briefing, 
Torre cited three viral videos 
that were allegedly used 
to make it appear that the 
Philippines has a serious peace 
and order problem.
	 “These were all 
posted by DDS (Diehard 
Duterte Supporters) vloggers, 
DDS trolls who have no 
legitimate issues to throw at 
the government,” Torre said.
	 “This is crazy. They 

are misleading the public 
into believing that all these 
happened in the Philippines, 
that there is no orderliness, 
that there is no peace and 
order in the country.”
	 The first video shows 
three young motorcycle-riding 
men who placed a wooden 
bench in the middle of the 
road, resulting in a vehicular 
accident.
	 Torre said the 
uploader, Mitsy Vlogs, made it 
appear that the video was taken 
in the Philippines, although in 
truth it happened in Indonesia 
as shown by the license plate.
	 Torre said they are 
now coordinating with Meta 
to take down the video from 
Facebook.

Continued on page 2...

Gov’t continuously 
finding ways to aid 
child abuse victims
By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA – The Bureau 
of Immigration (BI) on 
Friday said the members of 
a government inter-agency 
group promoting child 
protection are conducting 
studies on how to provide 
ample assistance and ensure 
justice is served to victims of 
abuse.
	 BI spokesperson Dana 
Sandoval said the Committee 
for the Special Protection 
of Children (CSPC), which 
is composed of the BI, 
Department of Justice (DOJ) 
and Department of Social 
Welfare and Development 
(DSWD), are working 
together in coming out with a 
better response and support to 
vulnerable children.
	 “Yes, the members 
of the inter-agency team are 
looking into the possible choke 
points in our system in terms 
of giving assistance to abused 
children. And we had several 

conversations, meetings with 
representatives of various 
agencies,” she said at the 
Bagong Pilipinas Ngayon 
public briefing.
	 Sandoval said the 
BI adjusted its system to 
make case management more 
efficient -- from assistance to 
the victim, to interception, 
arrest and filing of cases 
against the accused.
	 “So, it’s not just one 
sided, it’s two-tier. We make 
sure that the child is protected 
and this protection is provided 
by all government agencies. 
And at the same time, the 
accused faces the full extent of 
justice,” she said.
	 A revised protocol 
for the case management 
of child victims of abuse, 
neglect, exploitation, and 
discrimination (CANE+D) 
was launched at the DOJ office 
in Manila on Thursday.
	 It serves as a 
comprehensive guide for 

Continued on page 2...

war on drugs),” she said in a 
statement over the weekend.
	 “Isa lang si Kian 
sa libo-libong pinatay nang 
walang kalaban-kalaban. 
Libo-libo pa ang pinatay 
at nadamay, kasama ang 
kanilang mga pamilyang 
naulila at naghihintay pa rin 
ng hustisya (Kian is only one 
of the defenseless thousands 
who were killed. Thousands of 
innocent bystanders were also 
killed, and their families are 
still waiting for justice).”
	 De Lima also renewed 
her call for the swift passage of 
House Bill (HB) No. 1432 or 

	 “Ngayong araw, 
ginugunita natin ang 
pagpaslang ng mga miyembro 
ng kapulisan sa 17-taong 
gulang na si Kian delos Santos 
-- isang karumal-dumal na 
krimen na lalong nagsiwalat 
at nagmulat sa marami nating 
kababayan ng karahasan, 
kapalpakan at kademonyohan 
ng war on drugs ng nakaraang 
administrasyon ni Duterte 
(Today, we commemorate the 
killing of Kian by members of 
the police -- a heinous crime 
that opened the eyes of many of 
our countrymen to the violence, 
failure and wickedness of 
the Duterte administration’s Continued on page 2...

MANILA – House Deputy 
Minority Leader and 
Mamamayang Liberal 
Partylist Rep. Leila de 
Lima on Saturday called for 
justice for all the victims of 
extrajudicial killings (EJKs) 
and for the urgent passage of 
a measure that seeks to define 
and penalize EJKs and related 
acts.
	 De Lima issued 
the statement on the eighth 
anniversary of the killing of 
Kian delos Santos, who was 
gunned down on Aug. 16, 
2017 in Caloocan City during 
police operations against 
illegal drugs.

Pro-Duterte vloggers, trolls 
peddling fake news vs. PNP – Torre
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VICTIMS. The Dambana ng Paghilom (Shrine of Healing) at La Loma Catholic Cemetery in Caloocan City accommodates victims of 
alleged extrajudicial killings during the Duterte administration. It has 100 vaults and can hold at least 600 urns. (PNA photo by Joan 
Bondoc)

Dial 911 for quick police response and to report crimes, including fake news. (Photo courtesy of Calauan MPS Facebook)


