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By Patricia Bermudez

GEN. MARIANO ALVAREZ,
Cavite (PIA) — More public
schools are gaining access
to high-speed internet as the
Department of Information and
Communications Technology
(DICT) expands its

“Digital Bayanihan”

connectivity for
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Digital Bayanihan promises better internet
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connectivity project in Cavite.

On July 1, the DICT
led the distribution of Starlink
satellite units at the Bulihan
National High School in
Silang and the Eulogio
“Amang” Rodriguez Institute
of Science and Technology
(EARIST) in General Mariano
Alvarez both in Cavite as

Cav
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part of the Digital Bayanihan
initiative, in cooperation with
the Department of Education

(DepEd) and the local
government unit.
DICT Secretary

Henry Aguda, who led the
distribution, said the move
supports President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr.’s directive

ite students
5 T |
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to equip public schools
nationwide  with  reliable
internet access, helping bridge
the digital divide in education.

The DICT’s Starlink
provision  offers  satellite
internet connectivity that can
accommodate up to 250 users
simultaneously.

Aguda committed to
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® Teodoro unfazed by
possible China entry
ban p. 2

1K monthly allowance for
all students sought p. 3
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|
connecting all public schools
in the Philippines to the
internet before the end of the
year.

Meanwhile, DICT
Calabarzon Regional Director
Felix Tabanao Jr. assured
that the agency will provide
satellite internet connections

Continued on page 3...

AMIGA District Hospital celebrates

first founding anniversary

AMIGA District Hospital
joyfully marked its Ist
Founding Anniversary on
July 1, 2025, with a day of
celebration, reflection, and
gratitude. The commemorative
event began with a solemn
Thanksgiving Mass, followed
by a spirited motorcade that
brought together hospital staff,
partners, and supporters in a
show of unity and pride for

the institution’s continuing
journey of service.
Aside  from  the

AMIGA Hospital workforce,
the anniversary was joined
by local officials of AMIGA

AMIGA District

municipalities (Alfonso,
Mendez, Indang and Gen.
Aguinaldo) including Amadeo
Mayor Jose Domingo, Jr.
Mendez Vice Mayor Raygan
Dimapilis and councilors,
together with Dr. Maria
Victoria Salvatus-Torres,
officer-in-charge  for  the
provincial satellite hospitals.
The event served not
only as a celebration of the
hospital’s milestones but also
as an opportunity to renew
its commitment to providing
accessible, quality healthcare
to the people of Cavite.--- JDP

Hospital
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Online gambling a deeper social
crisis than POGOs —Ejercito

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA — Online gambling
has become a more dangerous
social crisis than Philippine
offshore gaming operators
(POGOs), Senator Joseph
Victor “JV” Ejercito warned
on Monday.
He
senators  in

other
for

joined
calling

sweeping government action
to address what they described
as a silent epidemic targeting
Filipino families.

“In  POGOs, the
victims were usually
foreigners. But with online

gambling, it’s our own people
—workers, parents, even
children— who are suffering.
It’s worse because we’re

destroying ourselves,” Ejercito
said in a news release.

He urged the
National Telecommunications
Commission (NTC) to allow
families to request the blocking
of gambling websites, and
pushed for a ban on e-wallets
as payment channels for
betting platforms.

Continued on page 3...

15 cops in missing ‘sabungeros’ case
now under ‘restrictive’ custody

By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan

MANILA - Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP) chief Gen.
Nicolas Torre III on Monday
said the 15 police officers
linked to the disappearance
of “sabungeros” (cockfight
aficionados) are now under
restrictive custody at Camp
Crame in Quezon City.

“We have partnered
with  Napolcom (National
Police Commission) for the
in-depth investigation of this
case to ensure transparency
and impartiality and to en-
sure the ends of justice will
be achieved,” Torre said in a
press briefing at Camp Crame.

Torre said the 15 po-
lice officers, including a lieu-

tenant colonel, are being in-
vestigated for both criminal
and administrative cases.

He said probe will not
only focus on 15 police offi-
cers, but others, depending on
the outcome of the investiga-
tion.

“As I have said earlier,
hindi tayo tumitigil sa 15 [po-

Continued on page 3...
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Teodoro untazed by
possible China entry ban

By Priam Nepomuceno

MANILA - Department of
National Defense (DND)
Secretary Gilberto Teodoro
Jr. on Friday said he will not
mind if he will be barred
from entering China and its
territories, similar to what
happened to former senator
Francis Tolentino.

“Wala naman akong
pakialam [kung] gawin nila sa
akin ‘yun (I won’t mind if they
do that to me),” Teodoro told
reporters at Camp Aguinaldo
in Quezon City.

Teodoro also said
it is the prerogative of any
country, without explanation,
to allow or deny anybody
from entering its territory.

“Nasa sa  kanila
naman ‘yun, ‘di ba (It is up to
them, right)?”” he said.

China barred

Tolentino from entering its
territories for his “egregious
conduct on China-related
issues.

Tolentino, who served
as chairperson of a special
committee on maritime and
admiralty zones, authored two
bills that further highlighted
the Philippines’ rights to its
maritime zones.

President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. signed into
law the Philippine Maritime
Zones Act and the Philippine
Archipelagic Sea Lanes Act
on Nov. 8, 2024, marking a
pivotal moment in fortifying

maritime sovereignty and
securing national interests,
especially in  the West

Philippine Sea (WPS).

The Maritime Zones
Act identifies the Philippine
internal waters and defines
the archipelagic  waters,
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Department of National Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr. (Photo courtesy of the DND)

full entitlement of a
nautical miles territorial sea,
declaration of a 24 nautical
miles contiguous zone from
the baselines, and the 200
nautical miles  exclusive
economic zone and continental
shelf where the Philippines
can exercise sovereign rights
and jurisdiction.

On the other hand,
the Archipelagic Sea Lanes
Act establishes two east-west
routes and one north-south
route, namely the Sea Lane
I (Philippine Sea-Balintang
Channel-WPS), Sea Lane
I (Celebes  Sea-Sibutu
Passage-Sulu Sea-Cuyo East
Pass-Mindoro  Strait-WPS),
and Sea Lane III (Celebes
Sea-Basilan Strait-Sulu Sea-
Nasubata  Channel-Balabac
Strait-WPS). (PNA)

Making...

“This should be a big-tent
initiative—where many
partners and actors come
together. The more who join,
the more resilient we become,”
he added.

Joining the effort is
the World Bank, a long-time
supporter of disaster risk
reduction in the Philippines.
Fides Borja, Senior Disaster
Risk Management Specialist,
reiterated the World Bank’s

commitment to help the
Philippines transition from
reactive to proactive risk

management.

“Many countries are
now looking to the Philippines
for best practices in disaster
resilience. ~ The  Panatag
Pilipinas campaign is one of
those innovations. It proves
that with the right leadership
and cooperation, it’s possible
to face disasters with greater
confidence,” Borja shared.

She also highlighted
the campaign’s potential to
mobilize entire communities:

from page 8

“Preparedness  starts ~ with
knowledge, but must lead to
action. We encourage all of
you—especially the media—
to spread these messages far
and wide.”

Bringing ‘star power’
and advocacy to the campaign
is actor, reservist, and
Panatag Pilipinas ambassador
Dingdong Dantes, who shared
his personal commitment
to making preparedness a
household habit.

“The community is
everyone’s lifeline  during
times of disaster,” Dantes said.
“Hindi sapat ang may alam—
dapat kumikilos.” He called on
Filipino families to designate
at least one ‘“preparedness
ambassador” in every home—
someone  responsible  for
learning and sharing what to
do before, during, and after
disasters.

Dantes also pointed to
the youth as powerful agents
of change. “Young people
today are digital natives. By

designing materials that are
bite-sized, vertical-format, and
easy to share on social media,
we’'re  empowering  them
to lead this movement and
educate their communities.”

DOST Secretary
Renato  Solidum Jr, a
leading voice in disaster

science, reminded attendees
that resilience is more than
survival—it’s about taking
informed, deliberate steps
before disasters happen.
“With  the  right
information, Filipinos can
make decisions that ensure
safety and long-term security,”
Solidum said. He emphasized
that disaster preparedness
should be embedded in daily
life—"“not just when the skies
darken, but every single day.”
The launch served
not only as a ceremonial
start to NDRM 2025 but
also as a testament to what
is possible when sectors
unite under a shared mission.
From government agencies
to  development partners,

DOST’s...

health equipment are limited.

Each RxBox unit
includes sensors that measure
blood pressure, heart rate,
respiratory  rate, oxygen
saturation, temperature,
and even performs
electrocardiograms  (ECG).
The device also allows
remote consultation between
rural health workers and
specialists in hospitals using a
telemedicine platform.

In Quezon Province,
several upland municipalities
including  General Nakar,
Real, and Infanta have already
benefited from the RxBox
deployment.

The project has not
only enhanced diagnostics and
consultations in rural areas
but also fostered stronger
collaboration between health
professionals in the provinces
and specialists in urban
centers.

Bagsit then
emphasized that the project not
only delivers equipment but
also ensures the sustainability
of the program through
continuous training of local
health workers.

from page 8

“I personally
witnessed this when I visited
Polillo, where they actually
use this RxBox on their
rural health units, especially
in emergency cases like
childbirth”, Bagsit said.

She added: “This
initiative is aligned with our
goal to build resilient, science-
based, and technology-driven
health systems, especially
in rural areas. It reflects
the DOST’s commitment
to supporting the national
government’s Universal
Health Care program.”

Looking ahead,
DOST Calabarzon is working
to expand the distribution
of RxBox wunits to more
municipalities, with special
focus on island barangays
in Cavite and coastal
communities in Quezon.

As the region
continues to champion
innovation  in  healthcare

towards Bagong Pilipinas,
the RxBox stands as a prime
example of Filipino ingenuity
and government commitment
to inclusive, science-driven
public service. (AM/PIA 4A)

PBBM...

public service),” he said.

“Marami-rami tayong
pagtutulungan sa lokal at
national ~ government  at
malaking bahagi ang LGU
(local government unit) ng
paghahatid natin ng serbisyo
sa taumbayan (We have a lot
to work on together between
local and national government,
and LGUs play a big role
in delivering services to the
people).”

Palay prices protected

Addressing concerns
that the low rice prices may
hurt farmers, Marcos reiterated
that safeguards are in place
to prevent the depression of
palay (unhusked rice) prices.

He said the National
Food Authority (NFA) is
mandated to purchase wet
palay at PHP18 per kilo and
dry palay at PHP19 to PHP23
per kilo.

“Kahit ano pa ang
maging presyo ng bigas, hindi
po bababa dito ang pagbili ng
NFA sa palay mula sa ating
mga magsasaka (No matter
the price of rice in the market,
the NFA will not buy palay
from our farmers below these
rates),” he assured.

Marcos also cited
the continued rollout of rice

from page 8

processing facilities and dryers
across the country to empower
farmers to store and process
their harvest, instead of being
forced to sell to traders at low
prices.

Food security remains top
priority

Marcos likrwise
reaffirmed his administration’s
focus on building a resilient
agricultural system to ensure
food security, from farm
production to  processing,
transport and retail.

On Wednesday, the
President led the launch of
the program at Zapote Public
Market in Bacoor, Cavite.

It marks a major
expansion of the PHP20 rice
initiative, originally intended
for pilot testing in the Visayas
in May.

According to the
Department of Agriculture’s
Agribusiness and Marketing
Assistance  Service,  the
program has already reached
over 105,000 families in Luzon
and the Visayas, distributing
more than 804,000 kilos of
rice between May 13 and June
30.

To date, 94 outlet sites
have been established across
the country. (PNA)

and from the private sector
to celebrities and youth, the
momentum is clear: resilience
is a national movement.

As Borja of the World
Bank aptly put it, “Panatag
Pilipinas shows that we can be
calm in the face of calamity—if

we are informed, prepared, and
united.”

In a nation often tested
by nature’s wrath, the strength of
bayanihan—now supercharged
by public-private synergy—
may be the most powerful tool
of all. (AVS / PIA-NCR)
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HOMEBOUND. Grade school students walk under scorching heat in Imus, Cavite on June 17, 2025. Senator Loren Legarda on Monday (July 7, 2025) filed a bill seeking to institutionalize a nationwide PHP1,000 monthly
allowance for all Filipino students from kindergarten to college. (PNA photo by Avito Dalan)

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA - Senator Loren
Legarda on Monday filed a bill
seeking to institutionalize a
nationwide PHP 1,000 monthly
allowance for all Filipino
students from kindergarten
to college, marking what she
described as a “long-term
investment in the country’s
future.”

Under the proposed
National Student Allowance

all enrolled students who
meet minimum attendance
requirements will be entitled
to a monthly subsidy aimed
at covering basic school-
related needs such as food,
transportation and supplies.

“This is not ayuda
or short-term relief. This
program is grounded in the
belief that investing in every
Filipino student is investing
in the nation’s present and
future,” Legarda said.

complements a counterpart
bill filed in the House by her
son, Rep. Leandro Legarda
Leviste, reinforcing what
Legarda called their shared
commitment to accessible and
inclusive education.

The allowance would
be distributed through student
ID cards or digital vouchers
that can only be used with
accredited school canteens,
transport providers, and school
supply vendors.

digital financial inclusion by
allowing the student card to
double as a basic savings or
e-wallet account.

“This will be
structured as an allowance that
can only be used for school-
related expenses.  Student
cards or digital vouchers also
help eliminate corruption and
ensure this assistance can
equitably reach every student
in the country,” Legarda said.

To ensure

of Finance will be mandated to
develop a funding framework
and conduct an actuarial study
every five years.

The Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas and other
implementing partners will be
tasked to ensure accessibility
of services, especially in
remote and underserved areas.

If enacted, the
program is expected to benefit
more than 30 million students
across the country. (PNA)

Program (NSAP) Act, The measure The bill also promotes  sustainability, the Department
15... from page 1 . C . .
now is to give justice to the mation, Taal is not the only are under the payroll of Ang,
lice officers]. May mga ibang Torre said when victims and to cleanse the or- place of disposal. We are look- played key roles in the disap-

personalities na naidentify (we
will not stop on 15 police offi-
cers. There other personalities
that will be identified) as the
investigation goes on,” Torre
said.

“These incidents are
grisly, not acceptable by any
standards and that’s why we
have firm resolve to solve
this.”

he was still the chief of the
Criminal Investigation and
Detection Group (CIDG),
whistleblower Julie “Dondon”
Patidongan, alias Totoy, has
already started communicat-
ing with the police.

Torre, however, opted
not to give details of how Pati-
dongan approached the CIDG.

“What is important

ganization of these kinds of
personnel,” Torre said.

Aside from the Taal
Lake where some of the miss-
ing sabungeros were suppos-
edly dumped, Torre said they
have been receiving reports
that there are other modes of
disposal used in getting rid of
their remains.

“Based on our infor-

ing into other places as a dis-
posal area of the missing vic-
tims,” Torre said.

Patidongan earlier
claimed that business tycoon
Charlie “Atong” Ang had
something to do with the dis-
appearance and killings of the
sabungeros.

He also claimed that
several police officers, who

pearances of the cockfighters.

Ang denied the allega-
tions and filed charges against
Patidongan on July 3 for the
latter’s supposed attempt to
extort PHP300 million from
him. (PNA)

Digital...

to more schools in the region.
Additionally, the government
will supply Bayanihan SIM
cards, which offer cellular data
coverage within a five to six-
kilometer radius.

“Following the
directive of President
Bongbong Marcos, we will not
only provide one Starlink unit,
but also Bayanihan SIM cards.

from page 1
the SIM can cover up to a 5 to
6-kilometer radius. Hopefully,
we can add more Bayanihan
SIMs by next year,” Tabanao
added.

Tabanao also
emphasized that the DICT
remains committed to
empowering students and
educators by expanding free
Wi-Fi services in remote and

across the Calabarzon region.

With the installation
of satellite internet, students
in government educational
institutions in Cavite
province can now enjoy better
connectivity,  which  will
help improve their learning
experience.

Jay, a student, shared
his excitement about using the
new Starlink connectivity for

“This will really help
us, especially in our research,
because we don’t need to pay
for cellular data. With the help
of Starlink, we can now have
faster access to the internet,”
he said.

Cavite Fifth District
Representative Roy Loyola
expressed gratitude to
DICT and emphasized the
importance of internet access

“In a time when
internet connectivity is an
essential part of learning, this
initiative brings not only a
reliable signal, but also hope,
opportunities, and knowledge.
It is a concrete step toward
an inclusive, accessible, and
future-ready education for
every student and teacher in
our district.” (PB, PIA4A)

This is a good option because underserved communities  his school work. in modern education.
Online... Jrom page 1 Under Zubiri’s bill, would be held liable. public events and political
Ejercito also called for tighter regulations —or an internet service providers First-time  violators campaigns, and rehabilitation
a nationwide public education outright ban— on online (ISPs) and mobile platforms would face PHP20 million programs funded through
campaign to help communities gambling platforms. would be required to block in fines and six-month regulatory fees.
recognize and resist gambling Senator Juan Miguel gambling sites and remove suspensions, with  repeat He cited the link
addiction. Zubiri filed the Anti-Online apps within 72 hours of notice offenders risking PHP100 between online gambling and
He raised alarm over Gambling Act of 2025, a bill from the Department of Justice million in penalties, full increasing reports of debt,
mobile apps disguised as thatproposesatotal prohibition or Philippine Amusement and license = revocation, and crime, and broken families,
innocent games, which are on online gambling, including Gaming Corporation. criminal prosecution. including the case of the 34
increasingly  accessible to mobile apps and websites Non-compliance Senator Sherwin missing sabungeros reportedly
minors. operated locally or offshore. would lead to  fines, Gatchalian, meanwhile, filed tied to illegal e-sabong
“With just one tap, “The bigger threat suspension, or revocation a separate bill seeking stricter networks.
anyone can start gambling. 1is already in our homes. A of licenses. Digital wallets regulation. “Online  gambling,
There are almost no limits on kid hiding under the covers and credit cards would also He is proposing a made easy through e-wallets

access,” he added.

Ejercito’s  warnings
come amid parallel -efforts
by other senators to impose

at 2 a.m., gambling away the
family’s grocery money on an
online casino —that’s the new
face of addiction,” Zubiri said.

be barred from processing
gambling payments, and even
advertisers and influencers
promoting online casinos

PHP10,000 minimum cash-
in requirement to discourage
casual betting, a ban on
gambling sponsorships for

like Scatter, is tearing apart the
moral fabric of our society. We
can no longer afford to look
away,” Gatchalian said. (PNA)
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How long can they wait?

STILL, as more names are
dropped and fingers pointed, the
bigger picture remains obscured.
Who is the real mastermind?

Three years since the
shocking disappearance of over
30 sabungeros — cockfighting
aficionados ~ who  vanished
under mysterious and chilling
circumstances — the question
still echoes across the nation:
Where are they? And more
urgently, why does justice
seem just as missing as the men
themselves?

What began as an
isolated case of one or two
sabungeros gone missing has
ballooned into a national scandal
of chilling proportions. The
disappearances, believed to
be linked to online e-sabong
operations, have since revealed
a tangled web of potential high-
profile  conspirators, police
involvement and what appears
to be a cover-up operation so
brazen it seems ripped from a
crime thriller.

Recently, a new
bombshell dropped: 15 police
officers were implicated
as accomplices in the
disappearances. Yes, the very
individuals sworn to uphold
the law may have played an
active role in abducting these
men — many of whom were
just ordinary fathers, sons and
breadwinners trying their luck in
the brutal world of cockfighting.
This is not just an institutional
embarrassment; it’s a moral
collapse.

Even more eyebrow-
raising is the constant surfacing
of names previously untouchable
in Philippine society. Gambling
tycoon Charlie “Atong” Ang
has once again found himself
under scrutiny, this time more
forcefully, as testimonies point
to his possible involvement.
Alongside him is actress and
former girlfriend Gretchen
Barretto, whose alleged
connection to the case has drawn
a mix of public intrigue and
disbelief.

Both have repeatedly
denied any role in the
disappearances, but in the court

of public opinion — and more
importantly, the testimonies of
witnesses — they are no longer
peripheral figures. They are
central.

Still, as more names are
dropped and fingers pointed, the
bigger picture remains obscured.
Who is the real mastermind? Are
we looking at a turf war gone
wrong, or a systematic operation
to silence whistleblowers or
those who got in too deep in
the murky waters of online
gambling?

While the government
has made occasional statements
expressing concern, what is

conspicuously absent is any
significant breakthrough.
No bodies. No closure. No

accountability. What the families
of the missing sabungeros
are left with is a slow drip of
rumors, conflicting testimonies
and endless grief.

They show up at Senate
hearings  holding  placards,
hoping to catch the media’s lens,
praying someone in power is
paying attention. But how long
can they wait?

The Duterte
administration once used the
“iron fist” approach to instill
fear among criminals. Ironically,
in this case, the state’s agents are
among the accused. The Marcos
administration now faces a test
of political will: Will it pursue
those who are untouchable,
even if they are entrenched in
gambling empires or old-money
social circles? Or will it settle for
scapegoats and small fry, content
with the illusion of progress?

Justice  delayed is
justice denied. But in this case,
justice isn’t just delayed — it’s
been shoved into the shadows,
perhaps gagged and handcuffed,
like the sabungeros themselves
may have been.

The families deserve
more than empty condolences
and vague updates. They deserve
answers. They deserve the truth.
They deserve to bring their loved
ones home, dead or alive.

Until that happens,
every day without closure is
another crime in itself. (TDT)
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Binhi ng Isang Aklat

NANG mapatay ng militar si
Recca Noelle Monte noong
Setyembre 2014, mabilis na
bumuhos ang mga sulatin,
mahaba at maikli, tungkol
sa kanya. Naging araw-araw
ang Throwback Thursday at
naglabasan ang mga larawan
kasama siya. Walang abi-abiso
sa taba o payat, kinis o gaspang,
kintab o tuyot ng mukha, laki
o liit ng buhok ng mga kasama
niya sa larawan. Sabihin pa,
marami sa mga sulatin at
larawang ito ang nakita at
nabasa sa Facebook.

Para sa huling parangal
ni Recca sa Church of the Risen
Lord, tinipon ang mga sulatin
at larawang ito ng matatalik
na kaibigan at kasama niya
at inilathala sa isang booklet.
Kaunti lang ang kopyang
inilimbag, dahil para lang
talaga iyun sa pamilya Monte at
malalapit na kasama’t kaibigan.
Mahaba ang titulo ng booklet —
Recca, karugtong ang lahat ng
pangalan niya sa pakikibaka.

Ang booklet na ito ang
binhi ng librong inilulunsad
natin  ngayon. Dahil sa
pagluluksa at pangungulila,
may mga kaibigan at kasamang
paulit-ulit na binasa ang booklet.
Napansin nila na iba’t ibang
bahagi ng buhay at pakikibaka
ni Recca ang pinaksa ng mga
sulatin, at bihira ang puntong
naulit. Samantala, nagtuluy-
tuloy pa ang pagbuhos ng mga
sulatin tungkol kay Recca at ang
mga larawan niya.

Hanggang sa may
nagkaroon ng ideyang palawigin
ang booklet at gawin itong isang
buo at “tunay” na libro. “Dapat
lang!” ang sabi ng mga kaibigan
at kasama ni Recca. Mahigit
isang dekada siyang miyembro
ng New People’s Army o NPA,
bukod pa sa ilang taong naging

aktibista. Noong namatay siya,
isa na siyang lider ng Partido
Komunista ng Pilipinas, ng isa
sa mga panrehiyong organo
nito. Hindi kalabisang sabihing
kasama siya sa “the best and the
brightest” ng aming henerasyon
— at “the warmest” din, patunay
ang napakaraming nagmamahal
sa kanya.

Ang huwaran ng mga
kasama at kaibigan niyang
nakaisip na gawin itong libro
ay ang Edjop: The Unusual
Journey of Edgar Jopson na
isinulat ni Benjamin Pimentel,
Jr. Ang tinutukoy ay iyung
orihinal na bersyon na nalathala
noong 1989, hindi iyung UG,
An Underground Tale: The
Journey of Edgar Jopson and the
First Quarter Storm Generation
na binagong bersyon ng nauna
at inilathala noong 2006. Sa
huli kasi, ginamit ang buhay at
pakikibaka ni Edjop laban sa
NPA at PKP, na kinakasapian at
pinapamunuan ni Edjop noong
napatay siya ng militar.

Anu’t anuman,
mahalaga sa aming henerasyon
ng mga kabataang aktibista
noong ikalawang hati ng dekada
90 at maagang bahagi ng
mga taong 2000 ang librong
Edjop. Buhay na kwento kasi
ito ng puspusang pakikibaka
ni Edjop sa panahong iyun ng
batas militar — una sa kilusang
paggawa, sa Metro Manila, at
pagkatapos ay sa Mindanao.
Mababasa sa libro kung paano
siya tumindig sa gitna ng mga
tunggalian, sa sarili at sa loob ng
Kilusan. Itinatangi ng marami
sa amin ang mga bahagi ng libro
na naglalarawan ng pamumuno
niya, kung paano siya bilang
kadre ng PKP. Sabi sa libro,
halimbawa, parang barkada
lang ang mga namumuno sa
Mindanao noong bago siya

dumating, pero naging pormal
ang mga pulong nang siya na
ang kalihim.

Masayang-masaya
tayo na narito na ang ating
libro. Palakpakan natin ang
napakagandang librong
Recca: From Diliman to the
Cordilleras! Para sa pagkuha
niya sa  proyektong ito,
palakpakan natin ang larawan
ng makabayang guro at editor
ng libro, si Prop. Judy M.
Taguiwalo! Para sa napakahusay
niyang pagbubuo, paglalatag at
pagdidisenyo ng mga sulatin
at larawan, palakpakan natin
si Karl Fredrick M. Castro!
Para sa mahusay at mabilis na
paglalathala sa libro, palakpakan
natin ang Southern Voices!
Para sa kanilang mahuhusay na
ambag, palakpakan natin ang
napakaraming kontribyutor sa
librong ito!

Nagagalak man tayo
ngayon sa paglulunsad ng aklat,
lagi’t lagi nating inihahabol na
may mga kaakibat na panawagan
ang librong ito. Isigaw natin
ang mga panawagang ito.
Katarungan para sa mga martir
ng Lacub, Abra! Palayain
si Kennedy Bangibang,
bilanggong pulitikal! Syempre
pa: Mabuhay ang pambansa-
demokratikong rebolusyon!

Nagagalak po tayo
ngayong gabi na ang booklet na
binhi ng librong ito ay sumibol
na at naging isang magandang
aklat. Hangad natin na ang
librong ito, ang Recca: From
Diliman to the Cordilleras, ay
maihasik sa maraming bahagi ng
bansa at maging binhi rin — ng
maraming malayang kamalayan,
ng maraming malayang bisig,
lahat para sa isang malayang
bayan!

07 Mayo 2015
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THE Provincial Government
of Cavite (PGC), in
collaboration with the Cavite
Police  Provincial  Office,
brought  essential  public
services closer to the people
of Maragondon through a
medical mission conducted
as part of the One-Day
Barangayanihan Caravan held
on June 26, 2025 at Barangay
Sta. Mercedes in Maragondon,
Cavite.

With  around 200
residents  benefitting  from
the activity, the PGC’s
medical and dental team
provided free consultations
and health services, as
well as free prescribed
medicines, contributing to the
government’s goal of ensuring

accessible healthcare,
especially in  underserved
areas.

The impact of the

FOCUS

TOWN in FOCUS TOWN in FOCUS TOWN in FOCUS
TOWN in FOCUS TOWN in FOCUS TOWN in FOCUS

PCG Joins Cavite PNP’s One-Day
Barangayanihan Caravan in Maragondon

caravan was significantly
enhanced by the active
participation  of  various
national agencies and
offices, each contributing
essential services to the local

community. The Philippine
Statistics  Authority (PSA)
facilitated National ID

registration and issued vital
civil registry  documents,
including  birth, marriage,
and death certificates. The
Technical Education and
Skills Development Authority
(TESDA) promoted its
livelihood and vocational
training programs, aiming
to equip residents with
employable skills. Meanwhile,
the  Public = Employment
Service Office (PESO)
offered  job facilitation
services and employment
opportunities to individuals
seeking livelihood support.

The  Philippine  National
Police (PNP) engaged with
the community by providing
legal consultations, offering
free haircuts through their
“Libreng Gupit” initiative,

and sharing information on

Photo courtesy of Cavite PIO

career opportunities within
the PNP. Additionally, the
event included a ceremonial
turnover of medical equipment
and essential medicines from
Cavite PPO to the Rural Health
Unit, strengthening its service
capabilities. Complementing
these services, the distribution
of free slippers brought smiles
to many residents, particularly

children, highlighting the
event’s commitment to both
practical  assistance  and

community well-being.

The multi-sectoral
initiative  exemplifies  the
commitment of the Provincial

Government of Cavite and its
partners to uplift the lives of
Cavitenos through accessible
and integrated services. The
medical mission, in particular,
underscores the province’s
continued prioritization of
health and wellness as part of
its core programs.

Barangay officials
and residents expressed their
heartfelt appreciation to the
PGC and partner agencies
for  bringing  government
services right to their doorstep,
promoting community welfare
and inclusive development.---
JDP (Cavite PI1O)

CAVITEVIE

Governance that listens: Cavite
SP pledges to uphold innovation,
sustainability and inclusivity

MARKING a new era of
legislation and responsive
governance, the 12th
Sangguniang Panlalawigan of
Cavite convened its inaugural
session on July 1, 2025, with
Vice Governor Ramon Vicente
“Ram” Bautista presiding.
The session was attended by
Governor Francisco Gabriel
“Abeng” Remulla, allmembers
of the Provincial Board, 1st
District Representative Jolo

Revilla, and department heads
of the Provincial Government
of Cavite.

During the session,
organizational matters were
finalized to ensure a smooth
legislative process. Cavite 3rd
District Board Member Arnel

“Ony”  Cantimbuhan was
elected as the Presiding Officer
Pro Tempore, while 2nd

District Board Member Alde
Joselito Pagulayan was elected

INAUGURAL SESSION OF THE 12™
SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN OF -:.n.wre

Photo courtesy of Cavite PIO

as the Majority Floor Leader.
In addition, the chairs of the
various standing committees
were selected, paving the
way for focused legislative
oversight and action across
different sectors of provincial

governance.

In  his  message,
Governor Abeng Remulla
extended his heartfelt

gratitude to the people of
Cavite for their continued

trust and support. He noted
that today’s challenges are
different and more complex
requiring innovative solutions.
He emphasized that the new
administration reflects a new
generation  of  leadership,
one that is able to listen and
makes prompt and concrete
actions. Among the areas of
development he mentioned
are  tourism, agriculture,
youth, education and sports
development, accessible
healthcare, and infrastructure
development.
“Sa  bawat bayan
at lungsod...isa lang ang
direksyon  nating  lahat,
paangat at sama-sama,” Gov.
Remulla stated.
Vice Governor Ram Bautista,
in his inaugural address,
echoed the commitment that
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan
will be sustainable, smart, and
inclusive. He underscored

the Sanggunian’s role in
formulating legislation that
directly responds to the needs
of Cavitefios.

“Our  Sangguniang
Panlalawigan shall be more
inclusive, each and every
Caviteflo is represented in this
Sanggunian. We shall prioritize
the marginalized and voiceless,
we are the Sanggunian that
has shared values. Ours is a
Sanggunian that listens”, he
added, affirming the board’s
commitment to participatory

governance.

The inaugural
session marks the start
of a collaborative and
citizen-centered ~ provincial
government, one that is
committed to  addressing

the needs of every Cavitefio
through responsive legislation,
inclusive  governance, and
progressive action.---E. Reyes
(Cavite P10O)
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EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late JAN
CARLO ANDRADA GRAVIDEZ who died intestate on
MARCH 26, 2024 at 117 Sevidal St. Poblacion, San
Fabian Pangasinan who left a parcel of land covered
by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 057-
2021064649, containing an area of sixty square meters,
more or less with building together all improvements
thereon, situated at Barangay Bagtas, Tanza, Cavite
which has been extrajudicially settled by his heirs as per
Doc. No. 27, Pahe No. 07, Book No. LXXXIIl, Series of
2025, Notary Public Atty. Crisauro Reginald M. Arandia.

Ang Cavitefio Newsweekly
June 23 & 30, 2025 & July 7, 2025

EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF THE
ESTATE OF THE LATE JOSE D. MILAN AND
EVANGELINA A. MILAN

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late JOSE D.
MILAN who died SEPTEMBER 16,2007 and EVANGELINA
A. MILAN who died FEBRUARY 1, 2010 who left seven
(7) parcels of land covered by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE NO. T-98335 and TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE NO. T-330634 both containing an area of 222
square meters, more or less, and both situated in the Bo.
of Salcedo Noveleta, Cavite, TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE NO. T-443078 containing an area of 75 square
meters, more or less, and TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF
TITLE NO. T-259444 containing an area of 150 square
meters, more or less, both situated in the Bo. San Antonio,
Noveleta, Cavite, TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE
NO. T-206199 containing an area of 240 square meters,
more or less, situated in the Bo. San Rafael, Noveleta,
Cavite, TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. T-11181
containing an area of 200 square meters, more or less,
situated in the Diat, Caridad, Cavite City, TRANSFER
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. T-880494 containing an
area of 240 square meters, more or less, situated in the
Brgy. Timalan, Naic, Cavite which has been extra judicially
settled by their heirs as per Doc. No. 27, Page No. 05, Book
No. 30, Series of 2025, Notary Public Atty. Germiniano A.
Demecillo, Jr.

Ang Cavitefio Newsweekly
June 23 & 30, 2025 & July 7, 2025

EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE
WITH WAIVER OF RIGHTS

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late RICHARD
VALDEZ RANCHEZ who died intestate on AUGUST 26,
2024 at Baguio General Hospital and Medical Center,
Baguio City who left community properties such as
Residential Land covered by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE NO. 057-2011006839 and TAX DECLARATION
Bearing No. 237011008337, consisting of 55 square
meters, situated at Barangay Langcaan, Dasmarifas,
Cavite and Residential Building covered by TAX
DECLARATION Bearing No. 2370011034161 with an area
of 46-41 square meters located at Ville De Soleil, Brgy.
Langkaan 1, Dasmarifias City, Cavite which has been
extrajudicially settled by his heirs with waiver of rights in
favor of SHIELA TOPE RANCHEZ, widow, as per Doc.
No. 281, Page No. 57, Book No. VI, Series of 2025, Notary
Public Atty. Sandra A. Wanason.

Ang Cavitefio Newsweekly
June 30, 2025 & July 7 & 14, 2025

Republic of the Philippines

Fourth Judicial Region

Regional Trial Court of Cavite

Office of the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff
New Justice Hall, J.P. Rizal Avenue, Kaybagal
South, Tagaytay City

EJF NO. TG-25-007
FOR: Extrajudicial Foreclosure of Real Estate Mortgage
under Act No. 3135, as Amended

BDO LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY,
INC., as Assignee-In-Interest of BDO
LEASING AND FINANCE INC.,

Mortgagee,
-versus-

SPOUSES RAMON M. CARLOS
AND JOJI C. SANTOS,
Debtors/Mortgagors,

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-judicial foreclosure sale under Act
3135, as Amended by Act No. 4118, filed by Mortgagee-
Assignee, BDO LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, INC., (as
Assignee-In-Interest of BDO Leasing and Finance, Inc.), a
domestic corporation duly organized and existing under the
laws of the Republic of the Philippines, with principal office
and place of business at 39th Floor BDO Corporate Center
Ortigas, No. 12 ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong
City, pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Real
Estate Mortgage (“MORTGAGE”) executed and notarized
on October 19, 2018 by Debtors/Mortgagors, SPOUSES
RAMON M. CARLOS AND JOJI C. SANTOS, of legal age,
American Citizens, with residence and postal addresses at
(1) No. 83 San Jacinto Street, San Roque, Cardona, Rizal
Province; (2) Unit 1502 15th Floor Tower 5 Wind Residences,
Brgy. Salaban, Emilio Aguinaldo Highway, Maharlika West,
Tagaytay City and (3) 9148 Cranford Avenue, Arleta, Los
Angeles, California 91331, United States of America,
represented by PAOLO CAMPO REYES as per Special
Power of Attorney executed and notarized on July 13, 2017,
in favor of BDO LEASING AND FINANCE INC., which has
assigned all its rights, title and interests in the receivables,
including its corresponding collateral, to herein Mortgagee-
Assignee, by virtue of a Deed of Assignment without Recourse
executed and notarized on March 9, 2020, over a real estate
property including improvements thereon, described in and
covered by CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO.
076-2018001828 of the Registry of Deeds for Tagaytay City,
in order to satisfy the outstanding loan obligation of the
Debtors/Mortgagors in the amount of SEVEN HUNDRED
FIFTY SIX THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED FORTY-EIGHT
PESOS AND 79/100 (Php756,248.79), as of November 27,
2024, the undersigned Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of
the Regional Trial Court of Cavite thru her deputy, Oliver N.
Mendoza, will sell at public auction on August 28, 2025 at
10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter, at the New
Hall of Justice of Tagaytay City, to the highest bidder, for Cash
or Manager’s Check and in Philippine Currency, the following
property with all its improvements thereon, to wit:

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 076-
2018001828
Registry of Deeds for Tagaytay City

“IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the unit identified and
described as:

WIND RESIDENCES TOWER 5

FLOOR LEVEL : FIFTEENTH FLOOR

UNIT NUMBER : UNIT-1502

UNIT TYPE : RESORT RES UNIT 1 W/ SHEARWALL
UNIT AREA : 28.64 SQUARE METERS

in the diagrammatic floor plan appended to the enabling
or master deed of the condominium project annotated on
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 2012004161 which
embraces and describes the land located at BRGY. SALABAN,
MAHARLIKA WEST (NOW), CITY OF TAGAYTAY with an
area of FIVE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED NINETY-
SEVEN (5,797) Square Meter, is registered in the name of:

Owner: SPOUSES RAMON M. CARLOS AND JOJI C.
SANTOS,

AMERICAN CITIZENS, BOTH OF LEGAL AGE

Address: 9148 CRANFORD AVENUE, ARLETA, LOS
ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

91331, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA”

In the event the public auction should not take place on the
said date, it shall be held on September 4, 2025 without
further notice.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to
investigate and verify for themselves the CONDOMINIUM
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 076-2018001828 the
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the
above stated time and date.

Tagaytay City, Philippines, June 19, 2025.

ATTY. VARBRA ANN A. VARIAS-DIMAYUGA
Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheriff

OLIVER N. MENDOZA
Sheriff-in-Charge

Copy Furnished:

BDO LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, INC.,

as Assignee-In-Interest of BDO LEASING AND FINANCE,
INC.

Mortgagee

39th Floor BDO Corporate Center Ortigas, No. 12 ADB
Avenue, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong City

SPOUSES RAMON M. CARLOS AND JOJI C. SANTOS
Debtors/Mortgagors

(1) No. 83 San Jacinto Street, San Roque, Cardona, Rizal
Province

(2) Unit 1502 15th Floor Tower 5 Wind Residences, Brgy.
Salaban, Emilio Aguinaldo Highway, Maharlika West,
Tagaytay City

(3) 9148 Cranford Avenue, Arleta, Los Angeles, California
91331, United States of America

PAOLO CAMPO REYES

Attorney-in-Fact of the Debtors/Mortgagors

No. 83 San Jacinto Street, San Roque, Cardona, Rizal
Province

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE,
DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S
SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF THE AUCTION SALE
UNDER THE PENALTY OF LAW

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
June 23, 30 & July 07, 2025

Champions Rise at the 2025 Cavite Inter-
Department Basketball Finals

TEAMWORK and thrilling plays lit up the Cavite
Command Center last June 26, as the 2025 Cavite
Provincial Inter-Department Sports Fest Basketball
Championship reached its exciting conclusion. Both
the Junior and Senior Divisions showcased intense
competition, camaraderie, and Cavitefo spirit.

In the Senior Division, the Office of the
Provincial Engineer secured the championship title,
followed by the Office of the Provincial Governor as
first runner-up. The Office of the Provincial General
Services Officer finished as second runner-up, while
the Office of the Provincial Health Officer took the
third runner-up spot. Mr. Glenn Villanueva of the
Office of the Provincial Engineer was awarded as the
Most Valuable Player for his outstanding performance
throughout the tournament.

Meanwhile, in the Junior Division, the Office of
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan was crowned champion.
The combined team of OPDRRMO, OPHRMO, OPIO,
and OPPDC earned the first runner-up position. The
Office of the Provincial Governor came in as second
runner-up, and the Office of the Provincial Health
Officer followed as third runner-up. Mr. Mark Anthony
Agno from the Office of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan
was recognized as the Most Valuable Player for his
exceptional gameplay and leadership.

The championship not only highlighted athletic
excellence but also promoted unity and wellness among
PGC employees. This annual event continues to serve
as a celebration of teamwork, healthy competition, and
public service pride.--- R. Tanael (Cavite PIO)
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Position Title : International Marketing Manager
(1 vacancy)

Job Description:
1.  Market Research and Analysis:

Conducting thorough market research to identify target audiences, analyze competitor activities, and

ASEAN regions

understand market trends in each target region. This involves adapting research methodologies
Develop and execute international go-to-market strategies with a focus on South Korea, Japan. and

Quilification:
2.

Monitor KPIs, generate reports. and present insights to senior leadership

1. Marketing expertise: proven experience in marketing

3. Analytical Skills :Strong analytical and problem-solving skills
4. Language Skills: proficiency in multiple languages is a plus.

Application may be sent to :
Sherryl Moana Marie C. Tamares
stmares0820@gmail.com

Trias Cavite
Nature of Business : Food and Beverage

Company / Employer
Company Name : SOM REALTY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Company Address : Blk 85 Lincoln St, Eagle Ridge Golf And Country Club, Dye clubhouse. Brgy Javalera, General

Name of foreign national intending to apply for the position

Name : Mukyeong Jeong

Nationality : South Korean
Intended period of employment : Three (3) years

Address : 0049 LT BLOCK 82 Lincoln St, Eagle Ridge Golf & RSDL ESTATE. Brgy Javalera, General Trias Cavite

Laguna.

SOM REALTY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION hereby declares that the above-named foreign national is able,
willing and qualified to perform the services and job description of this position. The company has the intention to
employ the said foreign national and apply for an Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and
Employment - Regional Office IV-A located at 3rd and 4th Floor, Ascension Bldg. II, Brgy. Parian, Calamba,

foreign nationals.

Any Filipino job seeker who is competent, able and willing to perform the service for which the foreign national is
intended to be hired for, may file an objection at DOLE Regional Office IV-A located at 3rd and 4th Floor,
Ascension Bldg. Il, Brgy. Parian, Calamba, Laguna. within 30 days after this publication

Please inform DOLE Regional Office IV-A if you have any information on criminal offenses committed by the

Ang Cavitefio Newsweekly
July 7, 2025

Abusive online lenders
to face penalties under
Senate bill

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA — Senator Sherwin Gatchalian on Monday
filed the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, warning
abusive online lending firms that they will be held fully
accountable under the proposed measure once enacted.

Gatchalian said the bill, one of his priority
proposals for the 20th Congress, aims to protect
borrowers from harassment, intimidation, and
psychological abuse by unscrupulous online lending
apps (OLAs).

“Hindi makatao ang paniningil nang
may pananakot at pang-aabuso, lalo na sa mga
mahihirap nating kababayan na kapit sa patalim
kaya nangungutang (It is inhumane to collect debts
through threats and abuse, especially against our
poor countrymen who are forced to borrow out of
desperation),” he said.

The senator cited a case involving a Valenzuela
City resident who took his own life after repeated
threats and harassment from an online loan app that
targeted him and his family.

“Isang click lang sa app, pwede ka nang
magkapera (With just one click, you can borrow
money). But while collecting debts is a right, it
should never result in abuse—or worse, a loss of life,”
Gatchalian said.

The proposed bill bars debt collectors from
using any form of harassment, threats of violence,
profane language, or publicly disclosing a borrower’s
identity.

It sets administrative penalties for violators,
including fines of up to PHP60,000.

The measure is part of Gatchalian’s broader
push for financial consumer protection amid the rise of
digital lending platforms. (PNA)

DMW veritying
reports of Houthi
abduction of MV
Eternity C crew

By Marita Moaje

MANILA — The Department of Migrant Workers is
working on verifying reports that Houthi forces may have
kidnapped several crew members of MV Eternity C after
attacking and sinking the vessel while traversing the Red
Sea.

In a Palace briefing on Thursday, Migrant
Workers Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac said that five Filipino
crew and an Indian armed guard, out of the 22 crew of
MYV Eternity C, have been rescued from the waters, while
the rest are considered missing.

“We are fully aware of the at least two statements
that have come out. The first of course is the Houthi
statement that they have several, quote-unquote, of the
Eternity Sea crew. And the second is the statement of the
United States that they denounced this particular action of
taking in the crew as a kidnapping action,” Cacdac said.

“But in either case, we are still yet to confirm
for ourselves whether indeed the Houthis have the rest
of the crew. So this is something that is yet subject to
confirmation. And we’re working closely with [Foreign
Affairs] Sec. Tess Lazaro and the DFA (Department of
Foreign Affairs) along these lines.”

In a statement posted on X, the US Embassy in
Yemen denounced the Houthi attack on MV Eternity,
as it called for the immediate release of the kidnapped
seafarers.

The US Embassy said that the Houthis continue
to show the world why the US was right in labeling them
a terrorist organization.

“After killing their shipmates, sinking their ship,
and hampering rescue efforts, the Houthi terrorists have
kidnapped many surviving crew members of the Eternity
C. We call for their immediate and unconditional safe
release,” the post read.

The bulk carrier MV Eternity C was attacked on
July 7 by Houthi rebels using a drone boat and ballistic
missiles while heading toward the port of Eilat in southern
Israel.

The ship sank early on July 8, about 50 nautical
miles west of Hodeidah, Yemen.

Cacdac said aside from the DFA, they are also
working with the Philippine defense attaché in Bahrain
and international maritime security partners to gather
reliable information and coordinate any possible rescue
efforts.

Currently, Cacdac said the Philippine
government is focusing on the rescue efforts of the 16
missing Filipino seafarers, while also verifying reports
from the UK Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) that
there are fatalities.

He said the licensed manning agency (LMA)
and the ship’s principal have been suspended pending
a full investigation on the alleged violation of DMW’s
strict safety protocols prohibiting Filipino seafarers from
boarding ships transiting the Red Sea and the Gulf of
Aden.

He said that the initial probe reveals that the
vessel crossed the Red Sea twice, bypassing regulations
and exposing its crew members to danger.

“And our initial investigation reveals that these
were all not observed, at hindi lamang yun, dalawang
bees nag-traverse sa Red Sea. Kasi kung ite-trace mo
yung ruta niya ng Egypt to Somalia, that’s one turn or one
crossing across the Red Sea, and then bumalik ng (and
not only that, it crossed the Red Sea twice. Because if you
trace its route from Egypt to Somalia, that’s one turn or
one crossing across the Red Sea, and then back again to)
Jeddah, so a second one,” Cacdac said.

“So at least two counts of violations of our rules
and regulations,” he added.

Aside from the suspension, he said the DMW is
looking at possible legal actions against the LMA and the
shipowner.

Meanwhile, Cacdac said President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. has ordered a whole-of-government effort
to support the families of the missing crew members,
including financial aid, medical assistance, and
psychosocial support. (PNA)

PH not throwing in the
towel yet, seeks talks
with US on 20% tarifts

By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA — The Philippine government will hold talks
with the United States next week to discuss the newly
imposed 20 percent tariff on Philippine exports, as
part of efforts to secure fairer trade terms, a top Palace
economic official said Thursday.

Special Assistant to the President for Investment
and Economic Affairs (SAPIEA) Secretary Frederick
Go confirmed that a high-level delegation, including
officials from the Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI), will travel to Washington D.C. to engage with
US trade representatives.

Go said the government is “concerned” that
the US has decided to impose a 20 percent tariff on
Philippine exports.

“The fact remains, however, that the 20 percent
rate is the second lowest among all reciprocal tariffs that
the US has imposed on the region — the lowest being the
10 percent off, Singapore,” he said in a press briefing in
Malacanang.

Go clarified that the trip was already scheduled
even before the latest US tariff announcement, but the
issue is now a top agenda item.

He also said that the country’s top exports—
semiconductors and electronics— are exempted from
the new tariff scheme, which is set to take effect in
August.

He said the US officials are still reviewing
whether to maintain these exemptions, but for now, the
Philippines is in a relatively favorable position.

Beyond short-term adjustments, Go noted that
the administration is laying the groundwork for broader
trade arrangements that will support Filipino industries
and expand global market access.

“We remain committed to continuing
negotiations with the United States in good faith to
pursue a bilateral comprehensive economic agreement
or, if possible, an FTA [free trade agreement],” he said.
(PNA)
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flung areas

By Anna Mole

LOS BANOS, Laguna (PIA) —
In a significant boost to public
health in  geographically
isolated and disadvantaged
areas (GIDAs), the Department
of Science and Technology
(DOST) in Calabarzon region
deploys RxBox telehealth
device that is transforming
rural healthcare delivery.
DOST Calabarzon
Regional Director Emelita
Bagsit said that the RxBox
projectis avital step in bringing
equitable healthcare services
to far-flung communities that
often struggle with a lack of
access to diagnostic tools and
medical professionals.

“Many 0
Calabarzon’s remote
barangays do not have resident
doctors or access to health
equipment. With RxBox, we
are empowering our barangay
health stations to provide
basic yet critical diagnostic
services and even connect
patients  with  specialists
through telemedicine,” Bagsit
explained.

The RxBox is a
portable diagnostic tool that
allows remote monitoring of
vital signs and other health
parameters. It is designed to
help healthcare professionals
provide quality care even in
rural areas where doctors and

Continued on page 2...

Making resilience
a way of life for
every Filipino

By Alice V. Sicat

With the country’s
vulnerability  to  natural
hazards growing amid climate
change and rapid urbanization,
the call for collective action
echoed loudly at the kickoff
of the National Disaster
Resilience Month (NDRM)
2025, led by the Office of
Civil Defense (OCD) and
the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Council (NDRRMC) at the
Activity Center of Ayala Malls
Circuit in Makati City.

This year’s theme,
“KUMIKILOS para sa
Kahandaan, Kaligtasan, at
Katatagan,” drives home
the message that resilience
demands not just awareness—
but real, united action across
all sectors of society.

At the heart of
the launch was a renewed
focus on the power of
partnerships, especially
with the private sector, in
building a disaster-resilient

Philippines. Spearheading this
collaboration is the expansion
of the ‘“Panatag Pilipinas”
campaign, a public information
initiative designed to embed
disaster preparedness into
the everyday consciousness
of Filipinos. Through the
support of Ayala Foundation,
Inc., the campaign will now
reach millions more via video
messages displayed in Ayala
Malls, cinemas, and other
properties nationwide.

“This is a whole-
of-society effort. Disasters
spare no one, and neither
should our response to them,”
said Antonio Joselito G.
Lambino II, President of Ayala
Foundation, Inc. “Through
this partnership, we aim to
deliver simple, science-based,
and practical messages that are
actionable for every Filipino
family. Our goal is to make
resilience a way of life.”

He emphasized that
this inclusive campaign is not
limited to Ayala properties.

Continued on page 2...
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PBBM: P20/kg rice here to stay,
soon in more public markets

By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA - President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Ir.
assured the public that the
government’s PHP20  per
kilo rice program is not a
temporary measure and will
soon be available in more
public markets nationwide.

In his latest vlog
released Sunday, Marcos said
the program, being rolled out
through Kadiwa ng Pangulo
outlets for vulnerable sectors,
is part of the administration’s
efforts to provide affordable
food and strengthen the

T

#

agriculture sector through
sustained collaboration
between the national and local
governments.

“P20 rice is here to
stay. It is achievable, it is
sustainable. Kaya abangan
ninyo (So, watch out for it) in
your nearest public markets,”
Marcos said.

The initiative called
“Benteng Bigas Meron na!
(BBM)” was one of Marcos’
campaign promises, aimed at
alleviating the burden of rising
food prices.

The PHP20/kg rice is
currently available to senior

CHEAPER RICE. President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. leads the launch of the PHP20 per kg rice program at Zapote Public Market

citizens, solo parents, persons
with  disabilities, indigent
families, and minimum wage

earners, with one million
targeted  beneficiaries by
yearend.

As newly appointed
national and local officials
assumed office June 30,
Marcos encouraged them
to work together for service
delivery.

“Tapos na po ang
bahagi ng politika, serbisyo
publiko na ang haharapin niyo
ngayon (The political phase
is over, now you are facing

Continued on page 2...

P

in Bacoor, Cavite on Wednesday (July 2, 2025). A campaign promise of the President, the PHP20/kg rice program is part of his
broader agenda to address food inflation, stabilize prices and strengthen agricultural value chains. (Photo from Bongbong Marcos

Facebook)



