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Cavite empowers people through 
integrated compassionate cancer care

Whistleblower files 
complaints vs. cops in 
missing ‘sabungeros’ case

Continued on page 3...

By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan

MANILA – Whistleblower 
Julie Patidongan, alias 
“Totoy”, on Monday 
formally filed administrative 
complaints against the police 

officers tagged in the missing 
‘sabungeros’ (cockfight 
enthusiasts) case before the 
National Police Commission 
(Napolcom).
	 Patidongan, one of the 
accused in the case, has named 

12 police officers and personnel 
he alleged to be involved in 
the abductions of cockfighting 
enthusiasts.
	 “Itong mga pulis na 
ito, sila ang mga kumukuha ng 

Bacoor Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Office 
(BDRRMO) led the “Stride As 
One” Training and Seminar

By MIS-STAFF

On July 12, 2025, in relation to 
the National Disaster Resilience 
Month, the City Government 
of Bacoor, through the Bacoor 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Office 
(BDRRMO), spearheaded 
the “Stride As One” Training 
and Seminar — a proactive 
initiative aimed at enhancing 
the city’s disaster preparedness 
and community resilience.
	 Under the leadership 
of JSUPT CHRISTOPHER 
R PENILLA and JCINSP 
ANALIZA G FOSTER, City 
Jail Wardens, the Bacoor 
City Jail Male and Female 
Dormitory personnel actively 
took part in the event, joining 
forces with participants from 
barangay disaster response 
teams, the Bureau of Fire 
Protection (BFP, Philippine 

Coast Guard, and the Philippine 
Army Reserve Command.
	 The participation of 
the Bacoor City Jail Male and 
Female personnel highlighted 
the BJMP’s continuous efforts 
to align its disaster response 
framework with that of the 
local government, ensuring 
that Persons Deprived of 
Liberty (PDLs) and detention 
facilities are also covered 
by comprehensive risk 
management strategies.
	 Through the “Stride 
As One” initiative, Bacoor 
continues to set an example 
in building a culture of 
preparedness, resilience, and 
community-driven safety.
BJMP Regional Office 
Calabarzon
City Government of Bacoor
PA Office Cavite Province 
(bacoor.gov.ph)
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Labor laws protecting child 
influencers sought
By Patricia Bermudez

CALAMBA CITY (PIA)–
Child labor laws will soon 
cover influencers aged be-
low 15 years if existing labor 
laws are expanded to include 
younger children involved in 
the creative industry, accord-
ing to the Department of Labor 

and Employment (DOLE).  

Ratified into law in 2003, Re-
public Act No. 9231 more 
commonly known as Elimina-
tion of Worst Forms of Child 
Labor Act currently only cov-
ers child entertainers but is yet 
to include online child influ-
encers. 

	 Lawyer Jerommel 
Gabriel, Bureau of Workers 
with Special Concerns-Young 
Workers Development Divi-
sion chief, said existing labor 
laws are being updated to ex-
pand coverage for children in-
volved in the creative industry. 
	 “This also applies to 
child artists and models, [who 
are required] to secure a work-

Continued on page 3...

significance to cancer care 
through raising awareness, 
and empowering people with 
compassion.”
	 Afterwards, Atty. 
Allan Chester Nadate, House 
of Representatives Director 

Continued on page 3...

In his opening message, 
Governor Francisco Gabriel 
D. Remulla addressed the 
battles and challenges many 
people face against cancer, and 
underscored the importance 
of cancer care, stating “It 
is imperative that we give 

	 The initiative served 
as a platform for shared 
knowledge and practices for 
diverse groups of Cavite health 
professionals and barangay 
health workers in combating 
cancer through integrated 
treatment and care.

Convention, themed “EPIC: 
Empowering People through 
Integrated Compassionate 
Cancer Care”, on July 11, 
2025 at the International 
Convention Center, Cavite 
State University-Main 
Campus, Indang, Cavite

THE Provincial Government 
of Cavite, through OPG-Office 
of the Provincial Persons with 
Disability Affairs Officer, 
and the Philippine Society 
of Oncologist, Inc. worked 
together in successfully 
spearheading the 25th Midyear 
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profiling. These profiles would 
be cross-checked with the 18 
DNA profiles collected through 
swabbing from relatives of the 
missing sabungeros.
	 “We need to make 
it clear to the people na very 
challenging kasi considering 
submerged siya sa tubig (that 
it’s actually very challenging 
considering that they were 
submerged in water),” Dela 
Torre said, adding that they 
applied established protocol in 
testing the bones to make the 
results admissible in court.
	 PNPFG Deputy 
Director for Administration 
Col. Francisco Supe Jr., for 
his part, said bone structures 
like the pubic bone, ischium, 
ilium, and the foramen, as 
well as holes in the bones, 
were considered during the 
forensics test.
	 “Mayroon sa animals 
na ganoon. Pero if yung 
shape is peculiar sa humans, 
makikita mo talagang pang-
tao siya. Sa tingin pa lang 
ito (Animals have those, too. 
But if the shape is peculiar in 
humans, you’ll really see it is 
of human origin. This is just 
from observation),” Supe said.
	 The search for 
the abducted cockfighting 
aficionados was prompted 
by the revelation by 
whistleblower Julie “Dondon” 
Patidongan (alias Totoy) last 
June that the sabungeros were 
killed, tied to sandbags, and 
thrown in the Taal Lake.
Retired cop
	 Meanwhile, retired 
Police Lt. Gen. Jonnel Estomo 
on Tuesday denied the 
allegations of whistleblower 
Patidongan linking him to the 
case.
	 “I categorically deny 

my involvement in any manner 
and I will present evidence to 
clear my name, sapagkat ang 
pag-uugnay sa aking pangalan 
ay walang sapat na patunay 
(since there is no sufficient 
proof linking me to the case). 
And while I won’t get ahead of 
any investigation, naniniwala 
ako na dapat ang katotohanan 
lamang - at hindi sa salita na 
galing sa iba - ang mananaig 
sa paghahanap ng katarungan 
(I believe that only the truth 
- and not the words of others 
- should prevail in the pursuit 
of justice),” Estomo said in 
a statement sent to reporters 
covering Camp Crame.
	 Estomo said his legal 
team will be taking legal 
action against Patidongan. 
“I am ready to answer any 
allegations at the proper forum 
to clear my name. I have faith 
in the impartial justice system 
and due process of the law,” he 
added.
	 Patidongan had 
alleged that Estomo was 
among the “Alpha Group” 
members giving pieces of 
advice to alleged mastermind 
Charlie “Atong” Ang on 
how to deal with sabungeros 
involved in cheating or game 
fixing.
	 Ang had already 
denied the allegation and 
filed an administrative case 
against Patidongan before the 
National Police Commission 
(Napolcom). The Napolcom 
said it would release its 
decision on the matter in 60 
days.
	 Patidongan had also 
linked Estomo and 11 other 
police officers to the bloody 
war on drugs of the previous 
administration. (PNA)

materials like stickers, 
bookmarks, and customized 
fans were also distributed to 
students and teachers of the 
Camp Vicente Lim Integrated 
School in Calamba City 
and drivers of tricycles and 
e-bicycles within the barangay 
as part of the campaign 
to broaden the public’s 
knowledge on the proper use 
of the 911 hotline.
	 The E911 system 
is among the key programs 
of President Ferdinand R. 
Marcos Jr. in instituting a more 
responsive and secure nation 
that provides Filipinos with 
faster, more reliable access to 
life-saving assistance.
	 It serves as the 
government’s central 
emergency hotline for all 
types of emergencies—be it 
crime, fire, medical, or other 
emergency rescue services. 
As a whole-of-government 
approach, it integrates national 

agencies and local units into 
one coordinated platform.
	 “We created an 
Integrated Patrol Deployment 
Plan (IPDP), sectorized our 
areas, and established fixed 
visibility points or strategic 
points where we deployed our 
patrol officers. This way, if 
there’s a need to respond from 
a specific quadrant, the officers 
assigned there can respond 
and reach the area within five 
minutes,” Wanky said.
	 The police forces 
in provincial, city, and 
municipal police stations have 
been conducting simulation 
exercises to check their 
readiness to respond within 
the allotted time.
	 Part of the PNP4A’s 
IPDP is improving police 
visibility and operations and 
conducting routine patrols 
where crimes frequently occur. 
(CH/PIA-Laguna)

from page 8Calabarzon...

from page 8PNP:...

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA – President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. 
on Wednesday expressed 
optimism that the subway 
stations of the Metro Manila 
Subway Project (MMSP) will 
be partially operational by 
2028.
	 After inspecting the 
Camp Aguinaldo subway 
station in Quezon City, 
Marcos said he is “happy” 
to see the progress of the 
ongoing construction work of 
the MMSP.
	 “Masasabi ko naman 
napakagandang trabaho ang 
kanilang ginagawa. Sana 
matapos natin ito hanggang 
Valenzuela. Baka matapos 
natin ito, (20)28. Baka puwede 
nang i-inaugurate (ng) 2028 (I 
can say that they are doing a 
great job. I hope we can finish 
it by Valenzuela. Maybe we 
can finish it, 2028. Maybe it 
can be inaugurated by 2028),” 
he said.
	 “Basta tignan natin. 
Lahat naman ay naga-agree na 
kailangang bilisan ng mabuti, 
ng husto dahil ang ating 
mga commuter, para naman 
mas maging maginhawa ang 
kanilang pag-commute (Let’s 

just see. Everyone agrees 
that it needs to be expedited 
really, really fast for the sake 
of our commuters, so that 
their commute will be more 
comfortable).”
	 Marcos said travel 
time from Valenzuela City to 
the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport (NAIA) in Pasay 
City would be reduced to 40 
minutes from the usual trip of 
two-and-a-half hours, once the 
MMSP is operational.
	 He also lauded Japan, 
the country’s partner for the 
construction of the subway, for 
“doing a very good job.”
	 “So patuloy nating 
ginagawa napaka impressive 
talaga ito kung titignan niyo. 
Isipin niyo kung gaano kabigat 
‘yung engineering na dinadala 
nila dito (We keep doing it, it’s 
really impressive if you look 
at it. Think about how much 
engineering they’re bringing 
here),” Marcos said.
	 “The Japanese do that 
the best. I think in the whole 
world, it is recognized that 
the Japanese are one of the 
top when it comes to heavy 
engineering and construction 
work such as this.”
	 The MMSP, the 
country’s first underground 

railway system, is a 3-km. and 
17-station rail line that will 
connect Valenzuela City in 
the north to Pasay City in the 
south, with a spur line at the 
NAIA Terminal 3.
	 The first Tunnel 
Boring Machine (TBM) of the 
contract package (CP) 103 of 
the MMSP will be launched 
from Camp Aguinaldo station 
toward Ortigas station, 
following a tunnel alignment 
under Barangay White Plains, 
Corinthian properties and 
Meralco compound.
	 As of June 30, the 
TBM has advanced 281.74 
meters from the launch shaft 
and has reached the Camp 
Aguinaldo–White Plains 
boundary.
	 The TBM is expected 
to reach Corinthian Properties 
by the fourth quarter of 2025.
	 CP103 of the MMSP 
includes the Anonas and Camp 
Aguinaldo stations, as well 
as three interstation tunnels 
connecting East Avenue 
Station to Anonas, Anonas to 
Camp Aguinaldo, and Camp 
Aguinaldo to Ortigas Avenue 
Station.
	 The total route length 
of CP103 is approximately 
6.35 km. (PNA)

PBBM expects 
inauguration of subway 
stations by 2028

communities.
	 “Climate change is 
causing increased volumes of 
rainfall and due to development 
and population growth, the 
lack of forests and watersheds 
have a major impact,” he said.
	 “With fewer forest 
areas to absorb rain and 
stormwater, the capacity of our 
watersheds to manage heavy 
rainfall has been significantly 
reduced,” Tamoria added.
	 Additionally, the 
DENR said population growth 
that comes with urbanization 
has resulted in reduced 

vegetation cover, contributing 
to the severity of floods.
	 Tamoria noted the 
importance of planning 
development projects 
through the issuance of an 
Environmental Compliance 
Certificate (ECC) which 
guarantees compliance with 
regulations prior to project 
implementation.
	 “Through the ECC, 
we ensure that even on the 
planning stage, the risk of 
flooding is already being 
considered. We don’t want 
our projects to focus on flood 

from page 8Reforestation... control because that means 
the water has already flowed 
down. What we want is for 
the project to consider how to 
prevent flooding,” he added.
	 Aside from these 
initiatives, the DENR through 
the Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau (MGB), continues the 
development of geohazard 
maps, which are crucial for 
Disaster Risk Reduction And 
Management (DRRM).
	 These maps are also 
provided to local government 
units to support their DRRM 
preparedness efforts. (CO/
PIA4A)
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Calabarzon’s big-ticket road projects in full swing —DPWH

[Jr.] dahil yan si Col. Malinao 
kaibigan yan ni Engineer 
Celso Salazar close yan 
sila dun nagsimula lahat ng 
pangyayari (Orapa, he was 
still major then, introduced me 
to Col. Because Col. Malinao 
and Engineer Celso Salazar 
were close friends and that’s 
where everything started),” 
Patidongan said.
	 “Kasi sila yung taga-
ligpit sa war on drugs noon, 
(Because they were the killers 
in the war on drugs then).”
	 He said Salazar, along 
with Charlie “Atong” Ang and 
Eric Dela Rosa, is among the 

alleged masterminds while 
Orapa and Malinao were among 
the police officers he named in 
the complaint affidavit.
	 Patidongan said around 
30 more inactive cops were 
involved in the disappearance 
of the sabungeros.
	 Patidongan also 
implicated retired Police Lt. 
Gen. Jonnel Estomo in the 
case, saying Estomo told Ang 
to kill him “so that there will 
be no problems.”
	 Napolcom Vice 
Chairperson and Executive 
Officer Rafael Vicente 
Calinisan said the 12 police 

officers may face administrative 
charges for grave misconduct 
and conduct unbecoming of a 
police officer.
	 “Ang penalties 
noon ang pinakamababa 
ay suspension, ang gitnang 
penalty ay demotion, ang 
pinakamabigat na penalty 
doon ay (The penalties being 
the lowest is suspension, next 
is demotion, and the heaviest 
being) dismissal from the 
service,” Calinisan said.
	 Calinisan said 
Napolcom will release its 
decision on the matter in 60 
days. (PNA)

Whistleblower... from page 1

mga missing sabungero galing 
sa farm. Sila ang nagdadala 
doon sa Taal Lake (These 
police officers, they are the 
ones who take the missing 
sabungeros from the farm. 
They are the ones who bring 
them to Taal Lake,” Patidongan 
said in a press conference at 
the Napolcom office in Quezon 
City,
	 He alleged that the 
police officers were paid to 
abduct the sabungeros.
	 The relatives of 
the missing cockfighting 
enthusiasts joined Patidongan 

in lodging complaints against 
the police officers.
	 The complaint is 
administrative in nature, which 
means the penalty could either 
be suspension or removal from 
police service, depending on 
Napolcom’s sanctions.
	 He also linked the 
police officers to the bloody 
war on drugs of the previous 
administration.
	 “Pinakilala nga yan 
sa akin, major pa yan non si 
[Police Lieutenant Colonel 
Ryan Jay] Orapa pinakilala 
sakin ni Col. [Jacinto] Malinao 

from page 1 Cavite...
II, shared a keynote lecture 
on National Integrated 
Cancer Control Act Law and 
emphasized the collective 
effort of everyone to 

increase the level of health 
awareness and empowerment. 
“Ang bawat isa sa satin ay 
mayroong papel at mayroong 
ginagampanan para makaligtas 

ng buhay”, he remarked.
	 The convention 
featured a series of lectures 
and discussions that aimed 
to inspire attendees and 
underscore the holistic and 

compassionate approach on 
oncology and cancer care.
	 As the event came 
to an end, Dr. Warren 
Bacarri, Philippine Society of 
Oncologists, Inc. President, 

urged for a solidified effort 
to fight against the disease, 
with a call for united action, 
“Samasama nating sugpuin 
ang cancer”.--- J. Reyes 
(Cavite PIO)

ing child permit. However, it 
[R.A. 9231] has been 22 years 
and not much was mentioned 
regarding [online influencers] 
since vlogging is very recent 
because of technological ad-
vancements.”
	 This year, the labor 
department has been conduct-
ing public consultations with 
the agriculture, construction, 
manufacturing, and creative 

industries for possible updat-
ing of the law. This includes 
stakeholders in the National 
Capital Region, CALABAR-
ZON, Central Luzon, Western 
Visayas, and SOCCKARGEN 
regions who have raised con-
cerns on policies protecting 
children involved in the cre-
ative and media industries 
particularly those involved in 
vlogging –or video blogging –

from page 1Labor... and online selling. 
	 “The last DOLE regu-
lation [on children involved 
in the creative industry] was 
signed in 2016, when there 
were less child influencers un-
like today when vlogging has 
turned into a lucrative job.” 
	 Although a national-
scale policy protecting on-
line child influencers is yet to 
be ratified, local government 
units –such as Quezon City –

have been passing ordinances 
to protect online influencers 
aged 15 and below. 
	 “There are existing 
bills or ordinances for children 
involved in the digital econo-
my, and we are consulting with 
stakeholders regarding that.” 
	 Countries have been 
pushing for policies protecting 
child influencers against ex-
ploitation and abuse. 
	 In 2024, France intro-

duced the Child’s Image Right 
Law and the Child Image Law 
to reinforce their right to pro-
tection. 
	 Last January, the Unit-
ed States followed suit as Cali-
fornia signed child influencer 
laws where content creators 
featuring minors in at least 30 
percent of their content must 
deposit 65 percent of the mi-
nor’s gross earnings into a trust 
account. (PB/PIA4A)

By Christopher Hedreyda

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA)—The government’s 
big-ticket road projects 
in Calabarzon are in full 
swing to decongest key 
cities and densely populated 
communities, the Department 
of Public Works and Highways 
said.
	 In Quezon province, 
the rehabilitation of key 
sections of the Maharlika 
Highway –a critical route 
connecting Metro Manila to 
Southern Luzon –is on track, 
said DPWH Region IV-A 
Director Jovel Mendoza in an 
interview with the Philippine 
Information Agency 

Calabarzon.
	 “The improvement 
of certain sections of the 
Maharlika Highway makes a 
significant contribution to the 
region’s economic growth. 
As a major transportation 
route, this highway connects 
provinces, neighboring 
regions, and trade centers,“ he 
said. 
	 “Upgrading and 
rehabilitating it will speed up 
the flow of goods and services, 
reduce travel costs and time, 
and boost tourism,” he added.
	 According to DPWH 
Calabarzon, rehabilitation of 
the Maharlika Highway covers 
sections from Calamba City 
in Laguna to Tagkawayan in 

Quezon and requires a total 
budget of P14.39 billion. 
	 Mendoza indicated no 
project completion even as he 
was optimistic that it will be 
sustained in the succeeding 
general appropriations.
	 He said of the 
estimated P14.39 billion for 
Maharlika’s improvement, 
P1.827 billion from the 2023 
budget has been completed; 
P3.833 billion from the 2024 
budget is currently under 
implementation, while P1.758 
billion from the 2025 budget 
is presently in the bidding 
process. 
	 In Batangas, the 
DPWH reported that the 
recently inaugurated Balagtas 

flyover has helped ease road 
congestion in the province.
	 The flyover serves as 
an alternative route from the 
STAR Tollway to the diversion 
road and city proper and 
improved access to Batangas 
Port, one of the country’s 
busiest seaports.
	 “The flyover (resulted 
in) smoother flow of traffic. 
The number of accidents in 
Brgy. Balagtas has decreased 
from 56 incidents to just 38. 
Travel going to the port and the 
city proper has also become 
faster,” Mendoza said.
	 The DPWH director 
is hopeful that construction of 
a flyover in Tagaytay City in 
Cavite will be completed by 

August 2025 while opening 
to motorists is expected by 
September 2025 providing 
road convenience for both 
tourists and locals.
	 Ahead of the fourth 
State of the Nation Address of 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr., Mendoza said the DPWH 
Calabarzon will continue to 
uphold best practices in road 
infrastructure development.
	 He said planning and 
pre-construction coordination 
with local governments and 
stakeholders are conducted 
to ensure that projects are 
tailored to the actual needs 
of communities and the 
population they serve. (CH/
PIA-Laguna)

Photo courtesy of PIA
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NEWSWEEKLY

ng gobyernong Aquino at ng 
sindikato ng droga. Tandaan: 
Interes ng naturang sindikato na 
protektahan si Maria Kristina 
“Tintin” Sergio, ang rekruter ni 
Mary Jane at ng iba pa, at mas 
malamang na tauhan talaga 
nito. Si Sergio na ang susunod 
na usapin at sa pagpapahina 
sa pagkakaisa ng sambayanan 
para kay Mary Jane, mas madali 
para sa sindikato at sa mga kapit 
nito sa gobyerno na palayain 
si Sergio, at posibleng sa 
kapinsalaan ni Mary Jane. Ang 
naturang sindikato kaya ang nasa 
likod ng napakalupit na tinungo 
ng kampanya ng paninira, na 
may bahaging nananawagan 
ng pagbabalik kay Mary Jane 
sa death penalty at firing squad 
para sa nanay niya?
	 (5) Maraming 
nakakagalit sa kampanya ng 
paninira sa pamilya Veloso. 
Tinumbok na nina Prop. Sarah 
Raymundo at Gerry Lanuza 
ang isa: ang pag-insulto sa mga 
maralitang naninindigan. May 
isa pa para sa akin: Kakatwa na 
ginagamit ngayon ang salitang 
“brainwashing” para ilarawan 
ang ginagawa umano ng mga 
militanteng grupo sa pamilya 
Veloso. Pero totoo, arogante ang 
rehimeng Aquino, nag-aakalang 
kayang-kaya nitong linlangin 
ang mga Pilipino. Parang multo 
ang arogansyang ito na tumatahi 
sa maraming bagay: Sa pekeng 
pag-abolish sa PDAF bago ang 
Million People March. Sa galit 
ni Aquino sa dapat na presscon 
matapos ang Yolanda: “You did 
not die, right?” Sa pagtuligsa 
niya sa Simbahang Katoliko 
para sapawan ang pagtuligsa ni 
Pope Francis sa korupsyon sa 
pamahalaan niya. Sa kagustuhan 
niyang manalo ng Nobel Peace 
Prize na humantong sa pagdanak 
ng dugo sa Mamasapano.

04 Mayo 2015

King of Trolls
mga human at drug traffickers. 
Ganito ang paulit-ulit na 
mensahe ng Department of Labor 
and Employment at Department 
of Foreign Affairs bago ang 
takdang pagbitay. Pakitang-tao 
na lang ang ginawang pag-apela 
ng gobyerno, at kahit ang mga 
protesta ay hindi sinuportahan 
bagkus tinambakan ng 
kapulisan. Napwersa na lang 
talaga si Aquino na umaksyon 
dahil lumakas ang protesta 
at nagbanta ang malawak at 
malakas na pagkondena.
	 (3) Interes ng 
gobyernong Aquino sa 
kampanya ng paninira na 
pagtakpan ang pagpapabaya nito 
kay Mary Jane. Natatakot ito na 
matransporma ang nagkakaisang 
tinig para sa pagliligtas kay Mary 
Jane patungo sa pagkondena 
sa kapabayaan nito sa kanyang 
kaso. Gusto rin nitong  hadlangan 
ang paglabas ng mga datos 
na nagpapakita ng kawalang-
puso nito kaugnay ng kaso. 
Halimbawa ang hindi pagsasabi 
sa pamilya na ibininbin na ang 
pagbitay kay Mary Jane noong 
nabinbin na ito; hinayaan silang 
makinig sa mga putok ng baril at 
isiping napatay na si Mary Jane 
kahit ligtas na pala ito. Patunay 
rin ito ng tindig ng gobyerno 
na magbigay ng babala sa mga 
Pilipino. Pwede namang kinilala 
na lang ang mga sinabi ni 
Nanay Celia Veloso na kauna-
unawang pahayag ng isang ina, 
nagpaliwanag ng mga ginawa, 
at nagpatuloy sa panawagang 
palayain na si Mary Jane. Sa 
halip, isang higanteng kampanya 
ng paninira ang pinawalan nito – 
patunay na makasarili at hindi 
mabuti ang layunin nito.
	 (4) Ang problema, 
pinapahina rin ng gobyernong 
Aquino sa ganitong paninira ang 
mismong laban para sa tuluyang 
pagliligtas kay Mary Jane mula 
sa parusang kamatayan at para 
sa pagpapalaya sa kanya. Sa 
ganito, nagtutugma ang interes 

SA Facebook at online sa 
pangkalahatan, marami nang 
nasulat at nasabi tungkol sa 
kampanya ng gobyernong 
Aquino na siraan ang pamilya ni 
Mary Jane Veloso, na ang ginamit 
na tuntungan ay ang pagtuligsa, 
at hindi pagpapasalamat, ng 
pamilya sa gobyerno. May ilan 
lang akong gustong idiin at 
sana’y idagdag:
	 (1) Ang paninira sa 
pamilya Veloso ay operasyon 
ng makinarya sa propaganda 
ng Malakanyang kasabwat 
ang midya ng malalaking 
kapitalista. Mas malamang, 
may malaking kinalaman dito 
sina Ricky Carandang, Manuel 
L. Quezon III, Jim Paredes at 
Leah Navarro. Pinakilos ang 
mga may tunay na account sa 
social media at pinakilos ang 
mga ineempleyo para magtayo 
ng maraming gawa-gawang 
account. Kung wala silang 
masyadong imik sa social media 
para iligtas ang buhay ni Mary 
Jane, naging hyper-aktibo sila 
sa paninira sa kanyang pamilya 
pagkatapos siyang mailigtas 
sa bingit ng kamatayan. 
Nakahanda naman ang midya ng 
malalaking kapitalista, tampok 
ang Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
para itambol sa pamamagitan ng 
pagbabalita ang masasahol na 
mensahe ng paninira sa pamilya 
Veloso, at sa gayo’y palaganapin 
pa ito.
	 (2) Marami nang 
nasulat tungkol sa pagpapabaya, 
sa kulang na kulang at halos-
huling tugon ng gobyernong 
Aquino sa nabinbing pagbitay 
kay Mary Jane Veloso. Ang 
gusto kong idagdag: Kung 
susubaybayan ang mga aksyon at 
pahayag ng gobyernong Aquino 
bago nabinbin ang pagbitay, 
masasabing ang tindig talaga 
nito ay hindi ang iligtas si Mary 
Jane, kundi ang hayaan siyang 
mabitay para magsilbing babala 
sa mga Pilipino para huwag 
umanong maloko o magamit ng 

From tanim bala to tanim buto
THE sabungeros’ 
disappearance was never 
just about missing persons 
— it revealed a disturbing 
nexus between law enforcers, 
gambling lords, and political 
figures.
	 The phrase tanim bala 
once sent shivers down the 
spines of Filipino travelers, 
especially at the height of the 
airport scandal that shook the 
Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport (NAIA) a few years 
back.
	 It referred to the modus 
operandi of planting bullets in 
the luggage of unsuspecting 
passengers, supposedly to 
extort money or delay their 
travel. The term quickly became 
synonymous with government 
corruption, abuse of power, 
and the sheer brazenness of law 
enforcers entrusted to uphold 
the law.
	 Fast forward to today, 
and the public is once again 
raising eyebrows, this time 
over what many have dubbed 
tanim buto — the supposed 
planting of bones in Taal Lake 
as evidence in the long-running 
case of the missing sabungeros. 
It’s a case that has gripped the 
nation for over three years, 
filled with shady characters, 
gambling syndicates, police 
complicity, and now, perhaps, a 
touch of macabre theater.
	 The recent “discovery” 
of bones allegedly belonging 
to the missing cockfight 
enthusiasts beneath Taal Lake 
is seen by many as either a 
potential breakthrough or, 
more cynically, a desperate act 
to pin blame and finally close 
a case that has gone cold and 
politically inconvenient.
	 The skepticism is 
understandable. How can 
investigators claim authenticity 
after three years, with bodies 
submerged in a lake known 
for its volcanic activity and 
shifting underwater terrain? 
Even if the bones are proven 
to be human, can they be 
conclusively identified? Is this 

genuine evidence or another 
performance piece in a drawn-
out investigation that has failed 
the victims’ families?
	 The term tanim buto 
emerges from a place of public 
frustration and deep distrust. 
The sabungeros’ disappearance 
was never just about missing 
persons — it revealed a 
disturbing nexus between law 
enforcers, gambling lords and 
political figures. In the initial 
stages, several cops were 
implicated. Allegations swirled 
that the sabungeros had seen or 
had participated in fixing online 
sabong results, putting them 
in the crosshairs of powerful 
interests. Over time, leads went 
cold, witnesses clammed up, 
and the scent of justice grew 
faint.
	 Now, with the sudden 
surfacing of bones, many fear a 
repeat of the old playbook: plant 
evidence to give the illusion 
of progress. Tanim bala was 
about coercion and quick cash. 
Tanim buto, if true, would be 
about closure by fabrication — 
serving a narrative instead of 
the truth. Worse, it could be an 
attempt to provide legal cover 
for the failure to find the real 
masterminds.
	 If the authorities truly 
want to regain the public’s trust, 
they must ensure scientific 
rigor in handling the bones 
— DNA testing, transparent 
documentation and open 
coordination with independent 
forensic experts. Otherwise, 
the perception will persist that 
justice is not only blind but is 
easily manipulated.
	 In the end, what 
connects tanim bala and tanim 
buto is a culture of impunity. 
Both expose how systems 
meant to protect can be twisted 
into tools of deception. Both 
show how easy it is to mock 
due process in the absence of 
accountability. And both remind 
us that when truth is buried — 
literally or figuratively — it is 
often the powerless who suffer 
the most. (TDT)

Image courtesy of Daily Tribune
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IN celebration of World 
Population Day, the Office 
of the Provincial Population 
Officer (OPPO) spearheaded 
the Stakeholders’ Forum on 
Emerging Local Population 
Issues, in line with this 

year’s global theme: 
“Empowering Young People 
to Create the Families they 
want in a fair and hopeful 
world”, on July 11, 2025 
at the Cavite Collaboration 
Center for Public Health, 

Trece Martires City.
	 Kicking off the 
forum, Ms. Eloisa L. 
Comia, OPPO Officer-in-
Charge, delivered a warm 
welcome message that laid 
the foundation for a day of 

Photo courtesy of Cavite PIO

thoughtful discussions.
	 Regional Director 
Marilyn F. Ogaya of the 
Commission on Population 
and Development-
CALABARZON served 
as the keynote speaker 
during the forum. She 
shared information 
on Filipino youth and 
emphasized the key 
concerns such as adolescent 
health and development 
and highlighted the 
Commission’s ongoing 
programs aimed at 
supporting young people.
	 Participants then 

engaged in focused group 
discussions, wherein they 
tackled urgent youth issues, 
particularly early pregnancy 
and the increasing number 
of HIV cases. 
	 The forum 
concluded with a collective 
show of support for 
youth-focused initiatives, 
highlighting the vital role 
of collaboration in helping 
Caviteño adolescents 
become knowledgeable, 
safe, and empowered 
individuals.-- R. Tanael 
(Cavite PIO)

World Population Day 
Celebration 2025

Workers to keep full overtime, 
holiday, hazard pay under 

GINHAWA bill — Gatchalian
those receiving service 
charges, would be able 
to retain their additional 
income in full under the 
proposed GINHAWA bill, 
Senator Win Gatchalian has 

By Jerome Carlo Paunan

MANILA, (PIA)—Workers 
earning overtime, holiday 
and hazard pay, and night 
differentials, as well as 

announced. 
	 “Sa hirap ng buhay 
ngayon, gusto nating 
pagaanin ang buhay hindi 
lang ng mga low-income 
earners kundi pati ng mga 

middle-income earners,” 
Gatchalian said, emphasizing 
that this provision applies to 
all workers, regardless of 
income level.
	 “The GINHAWA bill 
aims to ease the tax burden 
on ordinary Filipino workers 
by exempting overtime, 
holiday and hazard pay, 
night differentials, and 
service charges from income 
tax, helping them cope with 
rising living costs,” he 
added.
	 As the ‘taxpayers’ 
voice,’ Gatchalian explained 
that the GINHAWA bill 
effectively translates into an 

additional wage hike without 
imposing an extra burden on 
employers.
	 The GINHAWA 
bill is expected to benefit 
uniformed personnel, such 
as police and military 
members, and health workers 
who typically receive hazard 
pay. 
	 It will also support 
BPO employees, night-
shift workers, and service 
industry staff, including 
hairdressers, fitness trainers, 
and food servers who usually 
earn service charges. (JCO/
PIA-NCR)

Photo courtesy of PIA
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EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE 
WITH WAIVER OF RIGHTS

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late RICHARD 
VALDEZ RANCHEZ who died intestate on AUGUST 26, 
2024 at Baguio General Hospital and Medical Center, 
Baguio City who left community properties such as 
Residential Land covered by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE 
OF TITLE NO. 057-2011006839 and TAX DECLARATION 
Bearing No. 237011008337, consisting of 55 square 
meters, situated at Barangay Langcaan, Dasmariñas, 
Cavite and Residential Building covered by TAX 
DECLARATION Bearing No. 2370011034161 with an area 
of 46-41 square meters located at Ville De Soleil, Brgy. 
Langkaan 1, Dasmariñas City, Cavite which has been 
extrajudicially settled by his heirs with waiver of rights in 
favor of SHIELA TOPE RANCHEZ, widow, as per Doc. 
No. 281, Page No. 57, Book No. VI, Series of 2025, Notary 
Public Atty. Sandra A. Wanason.

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly
June 30, 2025 & July 7 & 14, 2025

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
TRECE MARTIRES CITY

EAST WEST BANKING CORPORATION,
Petitioner/Mortgagee,
		
FORECLOSURE CASE NO. F-422-25

-versus-

SPOUSES MAY JOY G. IBAÑEZ AND NHERWIN A. 
IBAÑEZ,
Borrowers/Mortgagors.
x---------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135, 
as amended by Act 4118, filed by Petitioner/Mortgagee, 
EAST WEST BANKING CORPORATION, with business 
address at EastWest Corporate Center, The Beaufort, 
5th Ave. cor. 23rd St., Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City, 
against the Borrowers/Mortgagors, SPOUSES MAY JOY 
G. IBAÑEZ AND NHERWIN A. IBAÑEZ, with residence 
and postal address at Somerset 14- Block No. 19 Lot 
No. 26, Barangay Navarro, General Trias, Cavite and/
or Building 12, Unit 408 Campville, Barangay Cupang 
East Service Road, Alabang, Muntinlupa City and/or 118 
Havana Street, Greenpark Subdivision, City of Pasig, to 
satisfy the mortgage indebtedness as of April 30, 2025 
amounts to THREE MILLION TWO HUNDRED SIXTY 
ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED FIFTY SEVEN 
PESOS AND 88/100 (Php3,261,157.88) including interest, 
penalties, expenses and other charges of foreclosure, the 
undersigned Sheriff will set at public auction on August 12, 
2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning until 12:00 noon at the 
main entrance of the Government Center Building located 
at the Provincial Capitol Compound, Trece Martires City, 
to the highest bidder for CASH and in Philippine Currency 
the following described property with all the improvements 
thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 057-
2018014326

LOT NO: 26,  BLOCK NO: 19,  PLAN NO: PCS-04-028981
PORTION OF:  THE CONS/SUBD OF LOTS 1, 2 & 3, 
PCS-04-011336; LOT 2457-B-3, PSD-04-024243; LOT 
2469-A, PSD-04-233225; LOT 2457-A, LOT 2457-C, FLS-
1228-D; LOT 2458, FRS-04-005325; LOT 2468 ALL OF 
SAN FRANCISCO, DE MALABON ESTATE, DECREED 
NO. 4270; LRC REC. NO. 5964
LOCATION:  BARANGAY OF: NAVARRO MUNICIPALITY 
OF: GEN. TRIAS PROVINCE OF: CAVITE

BOUNDARIES:

LINE  DIRECTION  ADJOINING LOT(S)

1-2  SW  LOT 27, BLOCK 19, PCS-04-028981
2-3  NW  LOT 28, BLOCK 19, PCS-04-028981
3-4  NW  LOT 24, BLOCK 19, PCS-04-028981
4-5-6  SE  ROAD LOT 23, PCS-04-028981
6-1  SE  ROAD LOT 25, PCS-04-028981

AREA:  ONE HUNDRED FORTY THREE SQUARE 
METERS (143), MORE OR LESS

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on 
the above-stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date and time, it shall be held on AUGUST 26, 2025 
without further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, July 11, 2025.

ANDRES B. ESPINA
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:
EAST WEST CORPORATION, BANKING
EastWest Corporate Center, The Beaufort, 5th Ave. cor. 
23rd St., Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City

SPOUSES MAY JOY G. IBAÑEZ AND NHERWIN A. 
IBAÑEZ 
Somerset 14- Block No. 19 Lot No. 26, Barangay Navarro, 
General Trias, Cavite and/or 
Building 12, Unit 408 Campville, Barangay Cupang East 
Service Road, Alabang, Muntinlupa City and/or 118 
Havana Street, Greenpark Subdivision, City of Pasig

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO 
REMOVE, DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF 
EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF 
SALE

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
July 14, 21 & 28, 2025

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
TRECE MARTIRES CITY

NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE 
CORPORATION (NHMFC),
Mortgagee,
		
FORECLOSURE CASE NO. F-375-25

-versus-

VICENTE G. GARGALICANA, married to JOSEFINA E. 
GARGALICANA,
Mortgagor/s.
x---------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135, as 
amended by Act 4118, filed by Mortgagee, NATIONAL 
HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE CORPORATION 
(NHMFC), with business address at 104 Amorsolo Street, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City against the Mortgagor/s, 
VICENTE G. GARGALICANA, married to JOSEFINA E. 
GARGALICANA, with residence and postal addresses 
at LOT 9-A, BLOCK 10, DAMA DE NOCHE STREET, 
CAPITOL HILLS EXECUTIVE SUBDIVISION, TRECE 
MARTIRES CITY, CAVITE to satisfy the mortgage 
indebtedness as of March 31, 2025 amounts to ONE 
MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED SIXTY-THREE THOUSAND 
NINE HUNDRED FORTY-TWO PESOS & 04/100 (PHP 
1,763,942.04) inclusive of interest and other charges 
of foreclosure, the undersigned Sheriff will set at public 
auction on August 12, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning 
until 12:00 noon at the main entrance of the Government 
Center Building located at the Provincial Capitol 
Compound, Trece Martires City, to the highest bidder for 
CASH and in Philippine Currency the following described 
property with all the improvements thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (T-409145) 
T-50156

A parcel of land (Lot 9-A of the subd. plan, Psd-042122-
064490, being a portion of Lot 9, Blk. 10, Pcs-04-003816, 
L.R.C. Rec. No. ), situated in the Brgy. of Lapidario, City 
of Trece Martires. Bounded on the SW., along line 1-2 by 
lot 10, Blk. 10, Pcs-04-003816; on the NW., along line 2-3 
by lot 11-B, of the subd, plan; on the NE., along line 3-4 by 
Road lot 5, Pcs-04-003816; on the SE., along line 4-1 by 
lot 9-B, of the subd. plan. Beginning at a pt, marked “1” on 
plan X X X containing an area of SEVENTY FIVE (75) SQ. 
METERS. X X X

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on 
the above-stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date and time, it shall be held on AUGUST 26, 2025 
without further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, July 11, 2025.

JOSELITO A. ARANDA
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:
NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE 
CORPORATION (NHMFC)
104 Amorsolo Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City

ATTY. LIRA S. SERRADO
4/F Filomena Building III, 104 Amorsolo Street, Legaspi 
Village, Makati City

VICENTE G. GARGALICANA, married to JOSEFINA E. 
GARGALICANA 
LOT 9-A, BLOCK 10, DAMA DE NOCHE STREET, 
CAPITOL HILLS 
EXECUTIVE SUBDIVISION, TRECE MARTIRES CITY, 
CAVITE

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO 
REMOVE, DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF 
EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF 
SALE

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
July 14, 21 & 28, 2025

Republic of the Philippines
Fourth Judicial Region
Regional Trial Court
Branch 120
Imus City, Cavite
E-mail Address: rtc1imu120@judiciary.gov.ph
Cellphone No.: 09692172848

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE JUDGE

NP Case No. 00414-25

IN RE: PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT
AS NOTARY PUBLIC FOR AND IN THE
PROVINCE OF CAVITE

ATTY. ANGELI S. TRISTEZA,
Petitioner.
x--------------------------------x

NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to Section 5, Rule III of A.M. No. 02-8-13-SC 
effective August 1, 2004 (2004 Rules on Notarial Practice), 
notice is hereby given that a summary hearing on the 
petition for notarial commission of ATTY. ANGELI S. 
TRISTEZA shall be held on August 26, 2025 at 8:30 a.m. 
at Regional Trial Court, Branch 120, Imus City, Cavite. 
Any person who has any cause or reason to object to the 
grant of the petition may file a verified written opposition 
thereto, received by the undersigned before the date of 
the hearing.

Atty. Tristeza is directed to publish this notice of hearing 
once in a newspaper of general circulation in Imus City 
or Province of Cavite, as may be chosen by raffle. The 
Clerk of Court, Office of the Clerk of Court, Regional Trial 
Court, Imus City, Cavite is directed to post this notice in a 
conspicuous place in the offices of the Executive Judge 
and of the Clerk of Court. The cost of the publication and 
posting, which shall be complied with at least one (1) 
month prior to the hearing, shall be borne by Atty. Tristeza.

SO ORDERED.

July 2, 2025, Imus City, Cavite.

EMMANUEL S. OCSING
Executive Judge

Copy Furnished:
Atty. Angeli S. Tristeza – Blk. 5 Lot 16 Daffodil Street, 
Brgy. Alapan II-A, Imus City, Cavite; Unit S5, One Genesis 
Building, Imus Boulevard, Brgy. Malagasang I-G, Imus 
City, Cavite (astristezapabilona@astplaw.com)
Atty. Armie A. Francisco – Clerk of Court VI, Office of the 
Clerk of Court, Regional Trial Court, Imus City, Cavite

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
July 14, 2025
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By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA – President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on 
Monday conveyed his administration’s full support for 
the Malampaya Phase 4 drilling operations, calling the 
project critical to ensuring an afforda-ble and stable power 
supply for millions of Filipinos.
	 In a Facebook post, Marcos emphasized the 
urgency of tapping new gas reserves as existing resources 
in the Malampaya gas field — which currently supplies 
about 20 percent of Luzon’s power — continue to dwindle.
	 “Malampaya powers 20 percent of Luzon’s 
electricity. Powering our homes, schools, hospitals, 
offices, and factories. But those reserves are running low,” 
the President said.
	 “That’s why Phase IV drilling is now underway 
to tap new wells and keep the power flowing so our people 
will have cheaper and reliable electricity.”
	 Marcos personally conducted an aerial 
inspection of the Noble Viking drilling rig to monitor 
ongoing operations, underscoring the administration’s 
commitment to energy security.
	 “I flew over the Noble Viking today to see the 
progress first-hand and to show the government’s full 
support in getting this project done on time,” he said.
	 The Malampaya Deep Water Gas-to-Power 
Project, located off the coast of Palawan, is the country’s 
only indigenous source of natural gas.
	 It has fueled several gas-fired power plants in 
Batangas since 2001, contributing significantly to the 
Luzon grid and helping reduce dependence on imported 
fuel.
	 While accelerating the shift to renewable energy, 
Marcos stressed that natural gas remains a vital part of the 
country’s transition strategy.
	 “As we expand our use of renewable energy, 
natural gas will continue to power homes, keep prices 
steady and secure our supply,” he said.
	 Phase 4 of the Malampaya project aims to 
develop new wells to extend the facility’s life and sustain 
its output.
	 If successful, the output from the new wells 
could extend Malampaya’s operations by 2034, up from 
the current projection of 2029. (PNA)

Php 30,000- Php 59,999

Application may be sent on below
COMPANY NAME:KWANG TA ELECTRIC PHILS CORP.

SALARY RANGE

POSITION: MACHINE OPERATOR

VACANCY (1)

JOB DESCRIPTION

Measuring raw materials and feeding them into the machines, conducting periodic checks on 

Operating and controlling  various types of machinery used in production, including setting up,adjusting and monitoring 
machines.

Implement assemblly and inspect for issues, operate during the production procedsd and ensure all safety procedures are 
followed.

output eficiency,spotting damaged products packed finished.

QUALIFICATIONS
At least High School Graduate

10 years experience in manufacturing relevant on Operation Machines
Can read write and speak fluent in Chinese Mandarin

Company/ Employer
Company Name: KWANG TA ELECTRICPHILS CORP. Name: LIN JIANG

Address
Nationality:CHINESE
Intended period of employement:  Three (3 years)

Kwangta Elecrtic Phils Corp. hereby declares that the above -named foreign  national is able, willing and qualified to perform the 
service abd job description for the position. The company has intention to employ the said foreign national and apply for an
Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and Emnployement-Calabarzon Region located at 

  3/F Andenson Building IIParian, Calamba City
Any  Filipino  jobseeker who is competent ,able  and willing to perform the services  for which the foreign national is intented to be 
hired  for, may file a objection at DOLE Regional Office No. IV located at 3rd and 4th Floor,Andenson Bldg. II , Brgy Parian,Calamba
City Laguna within  30 days after this publication
Please inform DOLE Regional Office No IV-A if you have any information on criminal offenses committed by the foreign nationals.

Name of foreign national intending to apply for the position

Address: #30 LOT 4 SOUTHCOAST INDUSTRIAL BANCAL 
CARMONA CAVITE

#30 LOT 4 3rd floor Dormitory SOUTHCOAST INDUSTRIAL BANCAL CARMONA 
CAVITE

Nature of Business:Manufacturing of Chirstmas Lights

COMPANY NAME:KWANG TA ELECTRIC PHILS CORP.
CONTACT PERSON:WINNIELYN SERAFIN

EMAIL ADDRESS: kwangta.epc@gmail.com
CONTACT NO.  046 -840-0259

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly
June 14, 2025

DOST expands science scholarship 
program across Calabarzon

Marcos: Malampaya 
Phase 4 key for cheaper, 
reliable power supply

More nutrition learning 
hubs to rise soon in 
Calabarzon

By Charmaine Odong

LOS BAÑOS, Laguna (PIA)—The Department of 
Science and Technology Region IV-A (DOST-4A) is 
ramping up efforts to expand its science scholarship 
programs across Calabarzon to reach more deserving 
students.
	 In an interview during the Philippine 
Information Agency’s Sulong Calabarzon program, 
Regional Director Emelita P. Bagsit said that DOST-
4A is advocating for more inclusive scholarship 
policies to encourage the participation of students, 
especially from underserved areas.
	 “To ensure that all students have fair access 
to DOST’s scholarship programs, regional offices, 
particularly in Calabarzon, are implementing 
various strategies, including visiting far-flung areas 
to promote science and technology scholarships,” 
Bagsit said.
	 DOST-4A is also setting up mobile 
application desks to assist applicants, especially 
in communities without internet access for online 
applications.
	 Bagsit shared that examinees from remote 
areas were provided with modest accommodations a 
day prior to the examination to ensure they would not 

miss the opportunity to take the test and potentially 
qualify for their scholarship programs.
	 According to DOST-4A, a total of 2,302 
students in the Calabarzon region have qualified for the 
DOST’s Science Education Institute undergraduate 
scholarship this year, comprising 20 percent of the 
10,000 students who passed nationwide.
	 The regional science and technology chief 
said this reflects DOST’s strong commitment to 
providing free scholarships to students aiming to 
pursue careers in the field of science.
	 “Out of more than 10,000 passers, about 
2,000 are from Calabarzon. This shows the significant 
number of scholars we have, we were second after 
the National Capital Region,” Bagsit stated.
	 Bagsit emphasized that strengthening access 
to quality education in science and technology is 
key to uplifting communities and building a more 
competitive workforce.
	 DOST scholarship benefits include a monthly 
living allowance of P8,000 and tuition assistance of 
up to P40,000 per academic year. The scholarship 
also covers other educational expenses such as book 
allowance, clothing allowance, thesis allowance, and 
more. (CO/PIA4A)

By Cecile Maloles

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna (PIA)—In an effort to bring 
nutrition education closer to communities, the National 
Nutrition Council (NNC) Calabarzon is set to establish 
more LHEARN—or Learning Hubs for Enhanced and 
Revitalized Nutrition—across the region.
	 These hubs are envisioned as strategic spaces 
for learning, capacity building, and collaboration, where 
local stakeholders can access technical knowledge and 
resources to implement effective nutrition interventions.
	 Karyssa Marielle R. Almazan, RND, 
Development Management Officer II and Regional 
Program Coordinator of NNC Calabarzon, emphasized the 
importance of equipping local government units (LGUs) 
and communities with sustained technical support.
	 “We are focusing on building the capabilities 
of LGUs and ensuring that communities receive the 
necessary technical assistance to implement nutrition 
programs that are both responsive and sustainable,” 
Almazan said.
	 Almazan also highlighted that LHEARN Hubs 
will serve not only as information centers but as platforms 
for empowering local nutrition workers and stakeholders 
through continuous training and engagement.
	 The first LHEARN Hub in the Calabarzon region 
was established in Tagaytay City in 2021. Since then, it 
has served as a benchmarking site and a learning area 
for nutrition workers, local government units (LGUs), 
and partner agencies seeking to strengthen their local 
nutrition initiatives.
	 Tagaytay’s City Nutrition Program Coordinator, 
Mayet Dogelio, shared that the hub continues to draw 
interest from LGUs across the region.
	 “To date, Sariaya, Tayaba, Pililia, Baras, Talavera 
LGUs have already availed the LHEARN program,” 
Dogelio noted, highlighting its impact as a model for 
strengthening local capacity
	 The initiative aligns with national efforts under 
the Philippine Plan of Action for Nutrition, which seeks to 
combat malnutrition through inclusive, grassroots-level 
solutions. (CM, PIA4A)

	7Hulyo 14-20, 2025



VOLUME XLII No. 02 Hulyo 14-20, 2025 P6.00

From tanim bala to tanim buto p.4

Calabarzon activates PNP’s 
upgraded 911 emergency hotline

By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan

MANILA – Six out of the 
91 bones retrieved from the 
Taal Lake could possibly 
have come from a human, a 
Philippine National Police 
Forensic Group (PNP FG) 
official said on Tuesday as 
the search for the missing 
sabungeros (cockfighting 
aficionados) continues.
	 In a press briefing held 
at Camp Crame, Lt. Col. Edmar 
Dela Torre, PNPFG DNA 
Laboratory Division office-in-
charge, said the 91 bone pieces 
so far recovered came from 
the five sacks retrieved during 
search operations at the lake 

that began last Thursday.
	 “As of now, ang 
positive natin na baka of 
human origin is six pieces (we 
are positive that six pieces 
may be of human origin). Out 
of the 91, six pieces,” Dela 
Torre said.
	 Asked how forensics 
experts were able to tell 
the bones were possibly 
human, Dela Torre said: “By 
morphology, it’s of human 
origin.”
	 According to Dela 
Torre, the bones were first 
dried out, sorted out as either 
of human or animal origins, 
then subjected under DNA 

Continued on page 2...

Reforestation 
key to preventing 
repeated flooding 
in Calabarzon
By Charmaine Odong

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA) – Environment 
authorities said the government 
continues to implement 
reforestation programs 
designed to boost watersheds’ 
capacity to absorb heavy 
rainfall that brings increased 
volume of floodwaters to 
communities in Calabarzon.
	 In line with the 
Marcos Jr. administration’s 
goal, the Department of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) said the 
National Greening Program 
(NGP) continues to rehabilitate 
degraded forestlands, expand 
forest cover, and mitigate 
climate change by increasing 
carbon sequestration.
	 “Under the NGP, we 
carefully select the appropriate 
tree species that have the 
potential to strengthen the 
soil stability and increase 
the land’s capacity to absorb 
and retain water,” said Nilo 
Tamoria, Regional Executive 

Director of DENR IV-A, 
in an online program of 
the Philippine Information 
Agency-Calabarzon.
	 He added: “There is 
no other direction for water 
from the mountains but to flow 
down to the lowlands. That’s 
why we also have a program 
in place to slow down the flow 
of water by establishing small 
water impounding projects 
in upland areas,” the DENR 
official said.
	 Several areas across 
the Calabarzon region are 
prone to flooding, particularly 
those near rivers, lakes, and 
coastal areas.
	 The DENR said water 
impounding projects help 
reduce the speed of water 
runoff and allow it to be stored 
as water source during the dry 
season.
	 Tamoria cited climate 
change and population 
growth as contributories 
to the increasing volume 
of floodwaters entering 

Continued on page 2...

or “3” for emergency 
medical services, the system 
promptly routes the call to 
the appropriate agency like 
the Bureau of Fire Protection 
(BFP) or emergency medical 
responders.
	 The PNP has started 
promoting the upgraded 
emergency hotline, which 
was activated beginning 
July, by posting stickers 
and posters in schools and 
public transportation spots 
throughout Calabarzon.
	 Other campaign 

police closer to any part of the 
community. Just dial 911 and 
we will respond immediately 
— within just five minutes. 
We don’t just respond to 
traditional emergencies but 
also to incidents like bullying,” 
Wanky said.
	 When a citizen 
dials 911 and presses “1” 
for police assistance, the 
system immediately routes 
the call to the PNP Command 
Center, activating the PNP’s 
emergency response protocols.
	 When “2” is pressed 
for fire-related emergencies Continued on page 2...

By Christopher Hedreyda

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA)—Calabarzon residents 
can expect an improved 
emergency response when they 
dial the Philippine National 
Police’s unified Emergency 
911 (E911) hotline.
	 Brigadier Gen. Jack 
Wanky, Regional Director of 
the Police Regional Office IV-
A, said the E911 enables the 
police to respond to emergency 
calls within five minutes.
	 “The 911 hotline 
serves as a bridge to bring the 
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FORENSICS EXAM. Philippine National Police Forensic Group (PNPFG) Director Brig. Gen. Benjamin Sembrano (middle), 
PNPFG Deputy Director of Administration Col. Francisco Supe Jr. (left), and DNA Laboratory Division OIC Lt. Col. Edmar Dela 
Torre give updates on the missing “sabungeros” case at Camp Crame on Tuesday (July 15, 2025). The three officials gave details on 
the forensic exam conducted on the bones recovered in Taal Lake, where remains of the missing sabungeros were allegedly dumped. 
(PNA Photo by Lloyd Caliwan)


