
Photo courtesy of PIA

Senator Panfilo Lacson (PNA file photo)

        

				  
				  
				  
			 

Hulyo 21-27, 2025 P6.00VOLUME XLII No. 03

Why reproductive choice matters when planning a family p.5

Cavite under state of calamity 
due to Crising, Habagat

Lacson wants 1% of VAT 
collections for LGU dev’t projects

Continued on page 3...

MANILA – Senator Panfilo 
Lacson has filed Senate 
Bill 405, which mandates 
the allocation of 1 percent 
of total Value-Added Tax 
(VAT) collections to fund 

local development projects 
that could motivate local 
government units (LGUs) to 
improve their tax collection.
	 “This bill intends to 
incentivize local government 

units that consistently achieve 
their revenue collection targets 
and substantially contribute to 
the national coffers,” Lacson 
said in a news release on 
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Brgy coordination vital in curbing 
drug-related crimes — PNP Calabarzon
By Charmaine Odong

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA) – The Police Regional 
Office (PRO) Calabarzon has 
identified community-level 
coordination as a vital com-
ponent in curbing drug-related 
crimes.

	 In an interview dur-
ing the Philippine Information 
Agency’s program, Philippine 
National Police Calabarzon 
Director, Brig. Gen. Jack L 
Wanky emphasized that col-
laboration at the grassroots 
level, particularly with ba-
rangays is crucial in prevent-

ing drug-related offenses and 
deterring the spread of illegal 
drugs.
	 “Arrests alone 
shouldn’t be the basis for say-
ing we’re controlling the il-
legal drug situation. What’s 
more important is strong co-

Continued on page 3...

flooding due to continuous 
heavy rains.
	 In a statement, 
Remulla said the state of 
calamity will allow the 
provincial government to 
use its calamity and quick 
response funds for relief 
operations.
	 “This declaration 
aimed to expedite 
government response 
in strengthening quick 
response and ensuring the 
safety and protection of 
Caviteños.”

Continued on page 3...

By Patricia Bermudez

TRECE MARTIRES 
CITY, Cavite (PIA) – The 
provincial government has 
placed Cavite under a state 
of calamity on Tuesday, July 
22 to hasten government 
aid for residents affected 
by Severe Tropical Storm 
Crising and the southwest 
monsoon (habagat).
	 Governor Francisco 
Gabriel Remulla signed a 
resolution for the declaration 
amid the rising number 
of residents affected by 

DPWH: Infra damage due to 
‘Crising’, ‘habagat’ tops P500M

By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA – The effects of 
Severe Tropical Storm Crising 
(international name Wipha) 
and the enhanced southwest 
monsoon have so far left over 
PHP500 million worth of 
damage to infrastructure, the 
Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) 
reported Monday.
	 In an advisory, the 
DPWH said the partial cost 
of damage to infrastructure 
is estimated at PHP526.81 
million in Western Visayas 
and the Negros Island Region 
as of 6 a.m.
	 The amount includes 
damage to national roads, 
bridges and flood control 
structures worth PHP195.52 
million, PHP9.04 million 
and PHP322.25 million, 
respectively.
	 The amount is still 
subject to field validation, it 
added.
	 Meanwhile, several 
national road sections remain 
impassable, including Kennon 
Road, Camp 6, Tuba, Benguet, 
due to soil collapse, while 
three have limited access.
	 These are the 
following:

	 - - A p a y a o 
(Calanasan)-Ilocos Norte 
Road, Tanglagan, Calanasan, 
Apayao, due to due to high 
water elevation;
	 --Claveria-Calanasan-
Flora-Lasam Road, Barangay 
Ninoy, Calanasan, Apayao, 
due to road cut; and
	 - - L i l o y - S i o c o n 
Road, Tubongon, Baliguian, 
Zamboanga del Norte, due to 
a landslide.
	 The following road 
sections also have limited 
access:
	 --Bigaa-Plaridel via 
Bulacan and Malolos Road, 
Barangay Panginay, Balagtas 
(Bigaa), Bulacan, passable 
to heavy vehicles only due to 
flooding;
	 --Bato Bridge along 
Amungan – Palauig-Banlog 
Road, Barangay Bato, 
Palauig, Zambales, passable 
light vehicles only as a 
precautionary measure; and
	 --Diokno Highway, 
K0087+020, Batangas, 
passable to light vehicles only 
due to road slip.
	 The DPWH added 
that 12 national road sections 
that were closed due to bad 
weather have been reopened. 
(PNA)



the enactment of the Capital 
Markets Efficiency Promotion 
Act (CMEPA).
	 She advised the public 
to be more discerning of 
what they read and share on 
social media, considering that 
there are so many “fake news 
peddlers and obstructionists” 
who are making up stories to 
sow confusion.
	 “Iniiba nila ang 
kwento. Alam naman natin at 
alam nila ito pero pilit nilang 
binabaluktot ang katotohanan 
para sirain ang tiwala ng 
taumbayan sa administrasyon 
(They are changing the story. 
We know it and they know it 
but they are trying to distort 
the truth to destroy the people’s 
trust in the administration),” 
Castro said.
	 “Tulad nang sinabi 
natin, 1998 pa po ito at 
makikita po ito sa inyong 
passbook o bank statement. 
Ang kaibahan lamang 
ngayon ay ang pagtanggal 
ng preferential rates sa mga 
deposito na lock-in sa mas 
matagal na maturity (As we 
said, it has been in place since 
1998 and it can be seen in your 
passbook or bank statement. 
The only difference now is 
the removal of preferential 
rates on deposits locked in for 
longer maturity).”

	 Before the passage 
of the CMEPA, the National 
Internal Revenue Code of 1997 
imposed a 20 percent final tax 
on interest earned from bank 
deposits with a maturity of 
less than three years.
	 More than 99.6 
percent of total deposits were 
already subject to the 20 
percent tax rate, while only 0.4 
percent enjoyed preferential 
rates, according to the data 
from the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas (BSP).
	 Castro explained that 
there will be no deduction in 
PHP100,000 worth of savings, 
saying that only PHP16.66 
will be deducted from the 
PHP83.33 worth of interest 
earned.
	 She said the uniform 
20 percent tax rate on interest 
income would be a “big help” 
to the government.
	 “Ang halagang ito 
ay malaking tulong na sa 
ating mga kababayan bilang 
kontribisyon na mapupunta sa 
programa ng pamahalaan na 
layunin iangat ang pamumuhay 
ng bawat isa (This amount is a 
great help to our countrymen 
as a contribution that will go 
to the government program 
that aims to improve the living 
standards of everyone),” she 
said. (PNA)

from page 1020%...

AS part of its commitment 
to promoting inclusive 
livelihood and economic 
empowerment, the 
Provincial Government of 
Cavite, through the Office of 
the Provincial Cooperatives 
Development Officer 
(OPCDO), conducted a 
Meat Processing Training 
under the “Livelihood on 
the Go” program on July 15, 
2025, at Brgy. Sampaloc II, 
City of Dasmariñas.
The activity was participated 
in by members of SAMAKA, 
4Ps beneficiaries, and 
Solo Parents from the said 
barangay. Through the 
training, they gained hands-
on knowledge and practical 
skills in meat processing, 
an accessible livelihood 

option that supports self-
sufficiency and opens up 
opportunities for small-
scale enterprise.
The program began 
with opening remarks 
from Ms. Sheryll H. 
Loyola, Development 
Management Officer 
IV who highlighted the 
importance of community-
based livelihood programs 
in improving household 
income and quality of life.
The training was facilitated 
by Ms. Venus Romerosa, 
an experienced trainer 
who guided participants 
through the essential steps 
in meat processing – from 
food safety practices to 
preparation, preservation, 
and packaging techniques.

Barangay Captain Virginia 
S. Campano delivered 
the closing remarks. She 
thanked the provincial 
government and organizers 
for bringing such a 
meaningful program to their 
community and encouraged 
participants to apply their 
newfound knowledge to 
start their own ventures.
The activity was made 
possible under the 
leadership of Ms. Rizalie 
Pinpin-Enero, Officer-in-
Charge of the OPCDO, in 
support of the Provincial 
Government’s continuous 
efforts to build resilient and 
economically empowered 
communities across Cavite.-
--R. Dones (Cavite PIO)

Cavite’s Livelihood on the Go: 
Equipping Dasmariñas Residents 
with Meat Processing Skills

efficiency of aid delivery, 
DSWD partnered with the 
Land Bank of the Philippines 
and the Universal Storefront 
Services Corporation (USSC) 
to implement hybrid digital 
payments and streamlined 
disbursement methods. 
	 “We started the 
implementation of hybrid 
digital payment of financial 
assistance in Batangas City 
last January 17, 2025, with 
577 clients receiving a total 
of 1.8 million in medical or 
burial assistance. This is for 
efficient disbursement and 
minimizes security risks for 
DSWD personnel by handling 
large amounts of cash during 
payouts,” Chua explained.
	 Through guarantee 
letters (GLs), the AICS 
program now allows access to 
medical assistance via selected 
branches of the leading 
drugstore chain, Mercury 
Drug. These GLs ensure that 
the government covers the 
cost of products and services, 
including medicines, provided 
by partner service providers. 
	 “In Calabarzon there 

are five participating Mercury 
Drug outlets accepting 
guarantee letters, including 
Bayanan in Bacoor City, 
P. Guevarra Sta. Cruz in 
Laguna, Kumintang Ilaya in 
Batangas City, Cathedral in 
Antipolo City, and Merchan in 
Lucena City.”
	 One of the AICS 
beneficiaries, Donna Talucod, 
43, a resident of Victoria, 
Laguna, whose husband is 
a kidney transplant patient, 
expressed gratitude to the 
government for the help 
provided by the program. 
	 “The assistance I 
received through GL helped 
me ease the financial burden 
on my shoulders, and getting 
the medicines at the nearest 
Mercury Drug assured me of 
quality medicine. This is such 
a big help,” Talucod said. 
	 Chua reaffirmed 
DSWD Calabarzon’s 
commitment to assisting 
individuals and families 
through its social protection 
programs, underscoring the 
agency’s goal to uplift those in 
crisis situations. (KA, PIA4A)

from page 10DSWD...

	 She acknowledged 
that policies for environmental 
preservation already exist 
even as she urged swift actions 
to ensure community safety.
	 “Policies already 
exist, but strict enforcement 
and updates are needed to 
meet today’s challenges. 
It’s not too late. We can still 
protect Mt. Makiling for the 
safety of our communities and 
the future of Calamba,” she 
said.
	 S u b s e q u e n t l y , 
Hernandez filed a resolution at 
the House of Representatives 
calling agencies namely the 
Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources 
(DENR), the National 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Council 
(NDRRMC) and the DPWH 
to revisit the measures meant 
to protect Mt. Makiling.
	 The Mount Makiling 
Forest Reserve, a national 
park and an ASEAN Heritage 
Park, is home to a variety 
of ecosystems and species. 
It boasts rich biological 
diversity, including endemic, 
indigenous, and introduced 
exotic species.
	 As a protected 
area, conservation efforts 
are in place to safeguard its 
ecosystems and biodiversity.
	 Calamba City Mayor 
Roseller Rizal recently 
convened a meeting with the 
DPWH to discuss the city’s 
development projects and 
comprehensive plans.
	 Rizal also ordered the 
suspension of a subdivision 
development in Brgy. 
Pansol and a moratorium 

on development activities 
on the mountainous areas of 
Barangays Pansol, Bucal, and 
Bagong Kalsada.
	 He directed the city 
government to remove illegal 
structures along drainage 
waterways and desilt creeks 
and rivers. 
	 “We have 
strengthened our directives – 
from the processes of business 
permits, strengthening of flood 
control systems, more effective 
traffic management, up to the 
improvement of city waste 
management,” Rizal added in 
a statement.
	 tMeanwhile, DENR 
CALABARZON Regional 
Executive Director Nilo 
Tamoria clarified that 
social media posts showing 
quarrying was conducted on a 
private property outside of the 
Makiling forest reserve.
	 “We want to clarify 
that there is no quarrying 
activity on Mt. Makiling. The 
post circulating on social 
media concerns a private, 
titled land with a subdivision 
project, located outside the 
Mt. Makiling Forest Reserve,” 
Tamoria said in a social media 
statement.
	 He explained in an 
interview with the Philippine 
Information Agency 
CALABARZON that some 
quarrying activities fall 
under the jurisdiction of local 
government units with DENR 
supervision.
	 “The big-scale 
operations are under the 
jurisdiction of the DENR 
through the Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau. 

from page 10Activities... However, small-scale 
operations (conducted in 
areas five hectares and below) 
are the responsibility of the 
local government, through 
the issuance of Governor 
permits,” Tamoria said.
	 He added the DENR 
continues to assess which 
quarrying sites may be 
granted permits and regularly 
monitors permitted sites 
to ensure compliance with 
DENR-MGB policies and 
regulations.
	 “Through our 
coordination with other law 
enforcement agencies, we 
actively respond to reports. 
Our field offices conduct 
operations with the help 
of other law enforcement 
agencies,” he said.
	 Tamoria assured 
the public that quarrying 
and mining activities are 
regularly evaluated by 
multipartite monitoring 
teams formed by the DENR 
to ensure compliance with 
environmental standards.
	 “The balanced use 
and proper extraction levels 
of quarry materials are 
monitored and regulated by 
the DENR through various 
inter-agency formations 
or multipartite monitoring 
teams. These are included 
as conditions when mining 
and quarrying permits are 
granted,” Tamoria explained.
	 The DENR director 
emphasized that while 
flooding is a natural disaster 
exacerbated by climate 
change and urban growth, 
solutions are in place. These 
include expanding the 
National Greening Program, 

constructing check dams and 
water impounding projects 
to slow mountain runoff, 
and stricter enforcement 
of requirements for 

Environmental Compliance 
Certificates to ensure flood 
risks are addressed in 
development projects. (CH/
PIA-Laguna)
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DENR-4A intensifies efforts to reduce plastic waste

	 The LGDF shall be 
made available exclusively 
to LGUs that attained an 
increase of at least 10 percent 
in their VAT collection in 
the immediately preceding 
fiscal year of the release of 
the LGDF, as certified by the 
Bureau of Local Government 
Finance and validated by the 
Department of Finance.
	 “To ensure 
meaningful alignment of 
funds that is reflective of the 
needs of the communities, the 
LGDF shall be used solely 
for developmental projects, 

activities, and programs 
(PAPs) based on the LGUs’ 
approved Comprehensive 
Development Plans,” Lacson 
said.
	 The proposed measure 
also provides for a capacity-
building mechanism to ensure 
LGUs can properly use the 
LGDFs.
	 Such a mechanism, 
he said, would “enhance 
local governance, improve 
the delivery of public services, 
and strengthen accountability 
among local governments.”
	 The bill also provides 

for a web-based monitoring 
system for programs to be 
funded by the LGDF. An initial 
PHP100 million funding will 
be allocated for the monitoring 
system.
	 It also seeks to 
institutionalize “rational 
and equitable management 
of resources for LGU 
development while allowing 
for a fiscal environment that 
fosters self-sufficiency and 
independence,” Lacson said. 
(Leonel Abasola/PNA)

Lacson’s... from page 1

Friday.
	 Such incentives, he 
said, would motivate LGUs to 
facilitate business operations 
and reduce barriers for 
small entrepreneurs, further 
enhancing their tax collection.
	 “Giving the LGUs 
the necessary wherewithal to 
be active participants in the 
development of our country 
will contribute to dismantling 
the culture of mendicancy 
and political patronage that 
viciously thrive in our system. 
Ultimately, this will help in 

the realization of the elusive 
inclusive growth that the 
Filipinos all aspire for as a 
nation,” he added.
	 There are 82 
provinces, 146 cities, and 
1,487 municipalities in the 
country.
	 Under the bill, filed on 
July 9, a special fund known 
as the “Local Government 
Development Fund (LGDF)” 
will be allocated to LGUs that 
have proven tax collection 
efficiency, thus contributing to 
the growth of the economy.

from page 1 Cavite...
	 The resolution 
came after a meeting of the 
Provincial Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management 
Office (OPDRRMO) 
and the Office of the 
Provincial Social Welfare 
and Development Officer 
(OPSWDO) to map out 

the local government’s 
measures to provide aid 
for residents amid the 
heavy rains brought by the 
typhoon.
	 On July 22, the 
Cavite OPDRRMO reported 
that around 496 families 
and 1,744 individuals from 

12 local government units 
were evacuated.
	 A u t h o r i t i e s 
also noted 138 related 
incidents, including 
fallen trees, flooding, 
landslides, soil erosion, 
collapsed structures, and 
vehicular accidents which 
caused partial damages 

to eight houses and other 
infrastructures, while five 
houses were completely 
damaged.
	 Damages to 
agricultural products 
included high-value 
crops amounting to Php 
3,175,875.00 in Alfonso, 
Naic, and Tanza; Php 

1,464,297.43 worth of 
damaged rice in the cities 
of General Trias and 
Imus and Naic town and; 
Php 407,500.00 worth of 
damaged corn in the towns 
of Alfonso and Tanza. (PB/
PIA4A)

ordination with barangays, 
so we can immediately moni-
tor communities and directly 
ensure former drug users and 
pushers are not returning to 
their old ways,” he stated.
	 The police director 
also pointed out that the past 
administration provided re-
cords of drug users and push-
ers, which, with barangay sup-

port, can be used for further 
verification and monitoring.
	 He added: “We will 
continue our current strat-
egy, which focuses on both 
demand reduction and supply 
reduction. In terms of supply 
reduction, this involves the 
intensified operation of our 
police force. Our directive is, 
we must not allow our force to 

from page 1Brgy... be outdone. If they are active, 
we must be even more active in 
apprehending them.”
	 To promote transpar-
ency and ensure a humane ap-
proach in police operations, 
Wanky said police personnel 
must undergo comprehensive 
human rights training and ad-
here to established protocols 
to ensure that their actions are 
lawful.

	 The regional chief 
stated that this initiative is 
part of their strategy to com-
bat drug-related crimes in the 
region. He also reiterated the 
importance of grassroots-level 
coordination, aligning with 
President Ferdinand R. Mar-
cos Jr.’s strong stance against 
illegal drugs — a recalibrated, 
compassionate, and bloodless 
approach that emphasizes both 

progress and humane enforce-
ment.
	 He then urged the 
public to cooperate in the gov-
ernment’s anti-criminality and 
drug campaign by promptly 
providing information using 
the 911 Emergency Hotline 
for any drug related incident 
or crime report. (CO/PIA4A)

By Anna Mole

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
( P I A ) — E n v i r o n m e n t 
officials have heightened 
inspections of malls, 
supermarkets, and 
manufacturers to ensure 
compliance with solid 
waste management laws, 
amid mounting plastic trash 
in the region.
	 Regional Executive 
Director Nilo Tamoria, 
of the Department of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources Calabarzon, 
emphasized that plastic 
pollution remains largely 
overlooked, despite public 
awareness of  the ill effects 
of pollution.
	 “Our way of 
packaging has changed. 
From using bags, banana 
leaves, and paper bags, we 
have shifted to plastic. While 
plastic offers convenience, 
it also comes with long-term 
consequences,” Tamoria 
said.
	 “This isn’t just 
about visible waste. It’s 

also about microplastic 
pollution, which poses 
invisible but serious threats 
to ecosystems and human 
health,” he added.
	 According to 
the Environmental 
Management Bureau 
(EMB) Calabarzon, as of 
June 2025, plastic waste 
collection composed of PET 
bottles, plastic packaging 
wastes, and plastic residuals 
has reached 8,453 tons per 
day. The data was culled 
from the waste collection 
data of local government 
units (LGUs).
	 The bureau said of 
the total waste generated, 
around 3,888 tons per day 
have been diverted from 
sanitary landfills, resulting 
in a 46 percent waste 
diversion rate. A portion of 
this diverted waste includes 
about 136 tons of plastics 
collected daily, which is sent 
to waste diversion facilities 
or recyclers.
	 “The DENR, 
through the EMB, is 
implementing policies that 

not only solve the plastic 
pollution crisis but also 
encourage the recovery 
and repurposing of plastic 
waste,” Tamoria stated.
	 He added: “Plastics 
that would have ended 
up in sanitary landfills 
are now being retrieved 
and converted into 
monetary value—creating 
both environmental and 
economic benefits for 
companies producing these 
materials.”

	 The DENR likewise 
monitors public compliance 
with single-use plastic bans 
and the implementation of 
plastic recovery programs 
under Republic Act No. 
11898 or the Extended 
Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) Act of 2022.
	 The implementation 
has led to stronger 
collaboration between 
enterprises and LGUs. 
These companies, which 
manufacture plastic 

packaging materials, are 
now working more closely 
with LGUs and waste 
recyclers to recover plastic 
wastes. 
	 The environmental 
efforts support the 
administration of President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. in 
its pursuit of sustainable 
environmental and 
climate change solutions 
through collaboration with 
industries and stakeholders. 
(AM/PIA 4A)

Photo courtesy of PIA
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para arestuhin ang Indonesian 
at pinaghihinalaang teroristang 
si Dulmatin sa Tukanalipao, 
barangay ng Mamasapano.) 
Dito, lumalabas na ginamit ang 
mga drones na paniktik para 
tiyakin ang kinaroroonan ni 
Marwan at aralin ang kalupaan 
na paglulunsaran ng operasyon.
	 Kailangang idagdag, sa 
usapin ng pagtukoy sa lokasyon 
ni Marwan, na ayon sa isang 
pang ulat, nakuhanan ng bidyo 
sina Marwan at Usman ng 
isang tao ilang araw bago ang 
operasyon laban sa kanila. Ligtas 
na ipagpalagay na katambal 
ang pagkuhang ito ng bidyo ng 
pagtukoy sa kanilang lokasyon 
gamit ang drones.
	 Ayon naman sa isa 
pang ulat, ginamit ang drones 
sa pagmonitor sa mismong 
paglulunsad ng operasyon. 
Nakuhanan ng bidyo ng isang 
kagawad ng assault team ang 
paglipad ng drones habang 
nagaganap ang operasyon. Ang 
mas matinding impormasyon ay 
galing sa isang kinapanayam: 
naging mahalaga ang drones 
sa magkaibang sinapit ng 
assault team at blocking force. 
Nakaligtas umano ang assault 
team – na sinasabing nakapatay 
kay Marwan at nakakuha ng 
daliri niya – dahil sinubaybayan 
ito ng drone habang marami ang 
namatay sa blocking force dahil 
walang drone na sumubaybay 
rito. Sa isa namang ulat, 
malinaw ang pormulasyon ni 
Director Getulio Napeñas, hepe 
ng PNP-SAF: nakasama ang 
US sa paniniktik pero hindi sa 
bakbakan – nakamasid, hindi 
nakipaglaban.
	 Sa US at ibang bansa, 
marami nang tumuligsa sa mga 
drones, partikular sa tampok na 
porma nito, ang mga drones na 
pang-atake. Mababanaag ang 
mga tuligsang ito, gayundin 
ang kalakasan at bentahe ng 
drones, sa pagtatangol ni Jamie

Ipagpapatuloy...

That Thing Called Drone
ayon sa Bureau of Investigative 
Journalism, umaabot na nitong 
Pebrero 2015 sa mahigit 2,464 
katao ang napatay ng “drone 
strikes” sa mga bansang walang 
deklaradong gera ang US tulad 
ng Pakistan, Yemen, at Somalia. 
Independyente ang naturang 
bureau, dahil nababalot ng 
paglilihim ang paggamit ng 
gobyernong Obama sa mga 
drones. Sa paggamit sa mga ito, 
malinaw na lalong totoo ang 
sinabi ng pilosopong si Paul 
Virilio noong 1983: “Ngayon, 
alam ng militar ang lahat 
tungkol sa mga sibilyan, pero 
walang alam ang mga sibilyan 
tungkol sa militar [Pure War].”
	 Lumalabas ding malaki 
ang papel ng mga drones, 
pero mas iyung paniktik, hindi 
iyung pang-atake, sa bantog 
na ngayong operasyon ng 
Philippine National Police-
Special Action Force sa 
Mamasapano, Maguindanao 
noong Enero 25. Masasabing ang 
papel nila ang pinakamalinaw 
na patunay ng pagsangkot ng 
gobyerno ng US sa naturang 
operasyon laban sa mga 
inaakusahang teroristang sina 
Zulkifli bin Hir alyas Marwan 
at Basit Usman. Taliwas ito, 
syempre pa, sa tahasan at hindi 
kapani-paniwalang pagtanggi ni 
Philip Goldberg, ambassador ng 
US sa Pilipinas, sa partisipasyon 
ng US at ng mga drones nito sa 
naturang operasyon.
	 Ayon sa isang ulat, 
nagsimulang liparan ng mga 
drones ang Mamasapano mahigit 
isang linggo bago ang operasyon 
ng PNP-SAF. Sabi ng mga 
residente sa lugar, pinakamatagal 
ang paglipad noong Enero 
24, gabi bago ang aktwal na 
operasyon. Maingay ang mga ito 
at kumukutitap sa dilim ng gabi. 
(Ayon sa parehong ulat, noon 
pa mang Enero 2005, mayroon 
nang bidyo na kuha ng isang 
drone sa nabigong operasyon ng 
Armed Forces of the Philippines 

PART 1

Sa mga sulatin sa Internet, 
lumalabas na tinutukoy ng 
salitang “drone” ang mga 
makina na may kakayahang 
maglakbay nang walang lulang 
tao na nagmamaneho. May 
nagsasabing tinutukoy rin nito 
ang ganoong mga makina na 
naglalakbay sa mga anyong 
lupa at anyong tubig, pero 
mas madalas na itong ipareho 
sa UAV o “unmanned aerial 
vehicle.” Kung hindi paniniktik 
sa mga target, ginagamit ito para 
maglunsad ng atake laban sa 
kanila. Maaaring may dala itong 
missile o wala. Maaaring may 
dala itong kamera o wala. Maaari 
itong “minamaneho” ng isang 
tao sa isang lugar na malayo sa 
target liparan; ang mga drones na 
lumipad sa Iraq at Afghanistan, 
halimbawa, ay “minaneho” 
mula sa Nevada, USA. Maaari 
ring pre-programmed na ang 
direksyong tatahakin nito.
	 Partikular sa mga 
drones na pang-atake, matagal 
na ang paggamit ng militar ng 
US, pero naging malaganap sa 
ilalim ni Pres. Barack Obama. 
Ayon kay Marjorie Cohn, 
propesor sa batas sa karapatang 
pantao sa daigdig, ipinagpatuloy 
ni Obama ang gera ni George 
W. Bush sa Iraq at Afghanistan 
pero binawasan ang mga tropang 
Kano na nakatalaga sa mga 
bansang ito. Ang pinalawak 
ni Obama, iyung “nakatarget 
na pagpaslang (targeted 
killing),” kasama ang paggamit 
sa mga drones. Ayon sa isang 
sanggunian, panandang-bato 
ang mga taong 2009-2010 sa 
US, kung kailan mas maraming 
“screen pilots” ang sinanay 
kumpara sa mga nakagawiang 
piloto at mas maraming 
“eroplanong walang piloto,” na 
mas mura, ang binili kumpara sa 
mga nakagawiang eroplano.
	 Bagamat ginamit sa Iraq 
at Afghanistan ang mga drones, 

Cementing the legacy
WHILE it’s a routine title defense 
for Barrios, for the 46-year-old 
Pacquiao it’s not.
	 Tomorrow, the entire 
nation will be on the edge of its 
seat as Manny Pacquiao fights 
the younger, more aggressive 
Mario Barrios for the World 
Boxing Council (WBC) title.
	 While it’s a routine 
title defense for Barrios, for the 
46-year-old Pacquiao it’s not. 
For him, it’s all about chasing 
a victory that would grow his 
legacy and give Father Time a 
wicked punch in the mouth.
	 For nearly three 
decades, Pacquiao has been a 
force of nature. An eight-division 
world champion, Pacquiao 
dazzled inside the ring with 
his furious southpaw attacks, 
lightning-quick footwork, and 
devil-may-care attitude perfectly 
tailored for prime time.
	 From a humble 
beginning, Pacquiao captured 
the hearts and minds of sports-
loving Filipinos with countless 
accolades, including a lofty spot 
in the Boxing Hall of Fame. 
He has given his countrymen 
a reason to believe that poverty 
doesn’t stand a chance to the 
resilience and determination of 
the human spirit. He is not just a 
mere boxing icon, he is a symbol 
of hope.
	 But time — as the old 
adage goes — is undefeated. 
Even a legendary warrior like 
Pacquiao also fades. Eventually, 
the punches will grow slower, 
the knees will get wobbly, and 
the fire in the eyes of this once 
feared warrior will flicker.
	 No one has ever beaten 
Father Time — not the best 
boxers in history like Muhammad 
Ali, Bernard Hopkins, George 
Foreman, Mike Tyson.
	 But Pacquiao is 
stubborn. Despite a four-year 
hiatus that he used to dabble in 
politics, hold exhibition matches, 
and care for his family, he will 
be climbing the ring to face a 
true champion who was born the 
exact same year Manny started 
his professional career 16 years 
ago.
	 The 30-year-old Barrios 
looks indestructible. He is a 

physically imposing six-footer 
with a chiseled body highlighted 
by a jaw that looks like it is 
made of granite. His previous 
victory over Yordenis Ugas — 
the man who sent Pacquiao into 
retirement in August 2021 — 
sent the strong message that he 
is the rightful boxer to wear the 
welterweight strap.
	 So, the narrative is 
clear: youth versus experience, 
the current ninja versus the old 
shogun.
	 But to count Pacquiao 
out would be a grave mistake. 
The veteran fighter remains 
dangerous as he insists that 
winning is not about the 
$10-million paycheck or the 
popularity. It’s a bid to grow his 
legacy and essay a fitting ending 
to a boxing career that looks like 
a page torn from a fairy tale.
	 In short, he wants to 
walk into the sunset not as an 
aging, fallen warrior, but as a 
newly minted welterweight king 
still capable of sowing fear in the 
hearts of his opponents.
	 Professional boxing has 
seen a lot of fighters come out of 
retirement for one last hurrah. 
All of them had failed.
	 Now, it’s Pacquiao’s 
turn to do the unenviable and 
face a real champion like Barrios 
and send Father Time sprawling 
into the canvas. But unlike other 
returning fighters before him, 
Pacquiao is armed with the right 
mindset, the right motivation to 
emerge victorious in this battle 
dubbed as his final stand.
	 So, when the opening 
bell of this blockbuster spectacle 
rings in Manila on Sunday, 
expect Pacquiao to come out 
like an old, hungry lion roaring 
in a vast jungle. But it won’t be a 
desperate attempt to intimidate. 
It’s his way of turning back the 
hands of time for a victory that 
will prove that true legends don’t 
just simply fade away — they 
fight till the very end.
	 Whatever the result, 
the fact that Pacquiao is brave 
enough to climb into the ring 
against a fighter 16 years his 
junior is already a victory. It’s 
a courageous act that would 
further cement his legacy. (TDT)

Photo courtesy of Daily Tribune
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By Gelaine Louise Gutierrez

THE NUMBERS tell a striking 
story about modern family 
planning. Global fertility rates are 
plummeting, societies are aging, 
and the traditional assumptions 
about population growth are 
being challenged by new realities.
	 In the Philippines, this 
demographic shift is particularly 
pronounced. The National 
Demographic and Health Survey 
(NDHS) reveals that Filipino 
women are having fewer children 
than ever before. The average 
dropped from 2.7 children per 
woman in 2017 to just 1.9 in 2022, 
falling below the replacement 
level of 2.1 needed to maintain 
population stability.
	 But what’s driving this 
change? Is it simply a matter of 
personal preference, or are deeper 
forces at work?
	 The complex reality of 
family planning
	 A comprehensive study 
by the United Nations Population 
Fund and YouGov, spanning 
14 countries, reveals that 
reproductive choices are far more 
complicated than they appear on 
the surface. The research suggests 
that many people aren’t able to 
have the families they want.
	 The findings paint a 
picture of constrained choices 
rather than simple preference 
shifts. Nearly 20% of adults 
surveyed said they may not 
be able to have the number of 
children they desire. One in three 
reported having an unplanned 

pregnancy, while one in four 
couldn’t have a child when they 
wanted to.
	 The barriers preventing 
people from achieving their 
family goals are multifaceted. 
Financial challenges top the list, 
with 39% of respondents citing 
economic constraints as a primary 
factor limiting their reproductive 
choices. These concerns reflect 
broader anxieties about providing 
adequate resources, education, 
and opportunities for children in 
an increasingly expensive world.
	 The weight of global 
uncertainties
	 Beyond immediate 
financial concerns, nearly one 
in five respondents said they’re 
choosing to have fewer children 
due to worries about climate 
change, war, or pandemics. 
This finding reveals how global 
uncertainties are influencing the 
most personal decisions people 
make.
	 These concerns reflect 
a generation grappling with 
environmental degradation, 
geopolitical instability, and 
public health crises that have 
fundamentally altered perceptions 
about the future. For many, the 
question isn’t just whether they 
can afford children, but whether 
they want to bring them into an 
uncertain world.
	 The Philippine 
response
	 In the Philippines, the 
Commission on Population and 
Development has recognized that 
reproductive choice must be at the 

heart of any effective population 
policy. 
	 Rather than simply 
trying to increase or decrease 
birth rates, the focus has shifted 
toward ensuring that people 
can make informed, voluntary 
decisions about their reproductive 
lives.
	 The CPD’s approach 
encompasses family planning, 
adolescent health, and population 
development programs designed 
to support Filipino families. 
Through partnerships with 
government agencies and 
organizations, the commission 
works to expand access to 
reproductive health services and 
information.
	 This strategy 
acknowledges that demographic 
outcomes should reflect 
individual choices rather than 
external pressures or constraints. 
When people have access to 
comprehensive reproductive 
health services, accurate 
information, and economic 
security, they’re better positioned 
to make decisions that align with 
their values and circumstances.
	 Removing barriers to 
choice
	 The research 
underscores a fundamental 
principle: governments and 
societies should work to remove 
barriers that prevent people from 
having the families they want, 
rather than trying to direct their 
choices toward specific outcomes.
	 Many people would 
choose to have children if they 

felt confident about bringing 
them into a secure environment. 
This means addressing not just 
access to contraception and 
family planning services, but 
also broader issues like economic 
inequality, climate change, 
healthcare access, and social 
support systems.
	 For some, reproductive 
choice means having access to 
contraception and the ability 
to delay or limit childbearing. 
For others, it means having the 
economic security and social 
support needed to raise the 
children they want.
	 Looking forward
	 As fertility rates 
continue to decline globally, 
policymakers face the challenge 
of supporting aging populations 
with smaller workforces. 
However, the solution isn’t 
simply encouraging higher birth 
rates, but rather ensuring that 
reproductive decisions are truly 
voluntary and informed.
	 The UNFPA-YouGov 
study suggests that when people 
can’t achieve their reproductive 

goals, the problem often lies 
not with their choices but 
with the constraints they face. 
Addressing these constraints — 
whether economic, social, or 
environmental — may be more 
effective than trying to influence 
reproductive behavior directly.
	 In an era of global 
uncertainty, reproductive choice 
becomes not just a matter of 
individual rights, but a crucial 
component of building resilient 
societies. When people can plan 
their families according to their 
circumstances and values, both 
individuals and communities are 
better positioned to thrive.
	 The declining birth rates 
observed in the Philippines and 
around the world may reflect not 
a rejection of family life, but a 
desire for greater control over 
reproductive decisions. 
	 Supporting that desire 
through comprehensive policies 
and programs may be the key to 
helping people build the families 
— and the futures — they actually 
want. (GLG/PIA-NCR)

Why reproductive choice matters 
when planning a family

DPWH assures rehabilitation of 
flood control projects in Calabarzon

flooding in various parts of 
Calabarzon, the Department 
of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH) Region 
IV-A said.
	 According to 

By Anna Mole

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA) – Rehabilitation of 
flood control structures are 
ongoing to address frequent 

DPWH Calabarzon Director 
Jovel Mendoza, various 
improvement works are 
already underway in parts 
of Laguna, Batangas and 
Quezon where constant 

flooding  occurs.
	 “But sections in 
Quezon Province are still 
up for full rehabilitation 
especially in the towns 
of Atimonan, Pagbilao, 
Catanauan and Lopez 
where floods along the 
Maharlika Highway occur 
during rainy seasons,” he 
added.
	 Mendoza expressed 
the hope that their proposal 
will be approved soon so 
that they can proceed with 
the full rehabilitation and 
completion of the Quezon 
section.
	 The Maharlika 
Highway rehabilitation 
is part of the four core 
infrastructure programs 
of President Ferdinand 
R. Marcos Jr., aimed at 
strengthening the country’s 
national road network 
to support economic 
development and ensure 
safer travel for all Filipinos.
	 Mendoza said the 
rehabilitation work is part 
of a national strategy to 
improve connectivity, 
climate resilience, and 
disaster preparedness across 

the country.
	 The DPWH cited a 
portion of the highway in 
Lopez, which experiences 
recurrent sinking and severe 
road damage during the 
rainy season.
	 To address the 
problem, the DPWH has 
launched a long-term project 
called Lopez Viaduct, a 
seven-kilometer flood 
control and road elevation 
structure designed to 
stabilize the sinking section 
of the highway.
	 “This project is 
expected to span three years. 
Once completed, we believe 
it will put an end to public 
concerns about the Lopez 
segment sinking every time 
it rains,” Mendoza stated.
	 The department 
is also fast-tracking the 
construction of drainage 
systems, box culverts, 
elevated roadbeds, and 
slope protection structures 
to prevent flooding and 
landslides, especially in 
low-lying and mountainous 
portions of the highway. 
(AM/PIA-4A)

Photo courtesy of PIA

Photo courtesy of PIA
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Marcos returns with $21-B investment 
pledges, reaffirms PH-US ties

By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA – President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. returned to the country on 
Wednesday night with over USD21 billion in investment pledges and renewed 
strategic commitments from the United States following a high-level three-day 
official visit to Washington, D.C.
	 The plane carrying Marcos and his delegation landed in Manila around 
10:07 p.m., according to the Presidential Communications Office (PCO).
	 Marcos, in his arrival message, said the visit, held at the invitation of US 
President Donald Trump, reaffirmed the “breadth and depth” of the Philippines–
US alliance across security, economic, and geopolitical cooperation.
	 “We reaffirmed our mutual commitment to further strengthening our 
longstanding alliance and growing our economies for the benefit of the people and 
in pursuit of our national interest,” he said.
	 In his meetings with Trump, Secretary of State and National Security 
Adviser Marco Rubio, and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, Marcos underscored 
the alliance’s role in upholding peace and stability in the South China Sea and 
broader Indo-Pacific, amid continued assertiveness by China.
	 “We reaffirmed our ironclad commitment to the Mutual Defense Treaty,” 
Marcos said, citing discussions on cybersecurity, infrastructure resilience, and 
energy security.
	 “I thank the United States for its consistent support for the preservation of 
regional peace and stability and for upholding the rule of law in the South China 
Sea.”
	 The US pledged USD15 million in new support for private sector 
development under the Luzon Economic Corridor, and USD48 million in additional 
foreign assistance.
	 Marcos also met with top executives in semiconductors, healthcare, and 
infrastructure, bringing home pledges worth over USD21 billion—investments 
he said could generate thousands of jobs for Filipinos and help build “economic 
security and resilience.”
	 The President emphasized fair and reciprocal trade as a cornerstone of 
future ties.
	 “We remain positive about the future of PH-US trade, including investment 
relations, especially in the context of economic security and fair, balanced, 
reciprocal trade,” he said.
	 Marcos concluded his visit by extending an invitation to Trump to 
attend next year’s ASEAN Summit in Manila, which will coincide with the 80th 
anniversary of PH-US diplomatic relations and the 75th anniversary of the Mutual 
Defense Treaty. (PNA)
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
TRECE MARTIRES CITY

EAST WEST BANKING CORPORATION,
Petitioner/Mortgagee,
		
FORECLOSURE CASE NO. F-422-25

-versus-

SPOUSES MAY JOY G. IBAÑEZ AND NHERWIN A. 
IBAÑEZ,
Borrowers/Mortgagors.
x---------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135, 
as amended by Act 4118, filed by Petitioner/Mortgagee, 
EAST WEST BANKING CORPORATION, with business 
address at EastWest Corporate Center, The Beaufort, 
5th Ave. cor. 23rd St., Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City, 
against the Borrowers/Mortgagors, SPOUSES MAY JOY 
G. IBAÑEZ AND NHERWIN A. IBAÑEZ, with residence 
and postal address at Somerset 14- Block No. 19 Lot 
No. 26, Barangay Navarro, General Trias, Cavite and/
or Building 12, Unit 408 Campville, Barangay Cupang 
East Service Road, Alabang, Muntinlupa City and/or 118 
Havana Street, Greenpark Subdivision, City of Pasig, to 
satisfy the mortgage indebtedness as of April 30, 2025 
amounts to THREE MILLION TWO HUNDRED SIXTY 
ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED FIFTY SEVEN 
PESOS AND 88/100 (Php3,261,157.88) including interest, 
penalties, expenses and other charges of foreclosure, the 
undersigned Sheriff will set at public auction on August 12, 
2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning until 12:00 noon at the 
main entrance of the Government Center Building located 
at the Provincial Capitol Compound, Trece Martires City, 
to the highest bidder for CASH and in Philippine Currency 
the following described property with all the improvements 
thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 057-
2018014326

LOT NO: 26,  BLOCK NO: 19,  PLAN NO: PCS-04-028981
PORTION OF:  THE CONS/SUBD OF LOTS 1, 2 & 3, 
PCS-04-011336; LOT 2457-B-3, PSD-04-024243; LOT 
2469-A, PSD-04-233225; LOT 2457-A, LOT 2457-C, FLS-
1228-D; LOT 2458, FRS-04-005325; LOT 2468 ALL OF 
SAN FRANCISCO, DE MALABON ESTATE, DECREED 
NO. 4270; LRC REC. NO. 5964
LOCATION:  BARANGAY OF: NAVARRO MUNICIPALITY 
OF: GEN. TRIAS PROVINCE OF: CAVITE

BOUNDARIES:

LINE  DIRECTION  ADJOINING LOT(S)

1-2  SW  LOT 27, BLOCK 19, PCS-04-028981
2-3  NW  LOT 28, BLOCK 19, PCS-04-028981
3-4  NW  LOT 24, BLOCK 19, PCS-04-028981
4-5-6  SE  ROAD LOT 23, PCS-04-028981
6-1  SE  ROAD LOT 25, PCS-04-028981

AREA:  ONE HUNDRED FORTY THREE SQUARE 
METERS (143), MORE OR LESS

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on 
the above-stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date and time, it shall be held on AUGUST 26, 2025 
without further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, July 11, 2025.

ANDRES B. ESPINA
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:
EAST WEST CORPORATION, BANKING
EastWest Corporate Center, The Beaufort, 5th Ave. cor. 
23rd St., Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City

SPOUSES MAY JOY G. IBAÑEZ AND NHERWIN A. 
IBAÑEZ 
Somerset 14- Block No. 19 Lot No. 26, Barangay Navarro, 
General Trias, Cavite and/or 
Building 12, Unit 408 Campville, Barangay Cupang East 
Service Road, Alabang, Muntinlupa City and/or 118 
Havana Street, Greenpark Subdivision, City of Pasig

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO 
REMOVE, DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF 
EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF 
SALE

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
July 14, 21 & 28, 2025

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
TRECE MARTIRES CITY

NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE 
CORPORATION (NHMFC),
Mortgagee,
		
FORECLOSURE CASE NO. F-375-25

-versus-

VICENTE G. GARGALICANA, married to JOSEFINA E. 
GARGALICANA,
Mortgagor/s.
x---------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135, as 
amended by Act 4118, filed by Mortgagee, NATIONAL 
HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE CORPORATION 
(NHMFC), with business address at 104 Amorsolo Street, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City against the Mortgagor/s, 
VICENTE G. GARGALICANA, married to JOSEFINA E. 
GARGALICANA, with residence and postal addresses 
at LOT 9-A, BLOCK 10, DAMA DE NOCHE STREET, 
CAPITOL HILLS EXECUTIVE SUBDIVISION, TRECE 
MARTIRES CITY, CAVITE to satisfy the mortgage 
indebtedness as of March 31, 2025 amounts to ONE 
MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED SIXTY-THREE THOUSAND 
NINE HUNDRED FORTY-TWO PESOS & 04/100 (PHP 
1,763,942.04) inclusive of interest and other charges 
of foreclosure, the undersigned Sheriff will set at public 
auction on August 12, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning 
until 12:00 noon at the main entrance of the Government 
Center Building located at the Provincial Capitol 
Compound, Trece Martires City, to the highest bidder for 
CASH and in Philippine Currency the following described 
property with all the improvements thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (T-409145) 
T-50156

A parcel of land (Lot 9-A of the subd. plan, Psd-042122-
064490, being a portion of Lot 9, Blk. 10, Pcs-04-003816, 
L.R.C. Rec. No. ), situated in the Brgy. of Lapidario, City 
of Trece Martires. Bounded on the SW., along line 1-2 by 
lot 10, Blk. 10, Pcs-04-003816; on the NW., along line 2-3 
by lot 11-B, of the subd, plan; on the NE., along line 3-4 by 
Road lot 5, Pcs-04-003816; on the SE., along line 4-1 by 
lot 9-B, of the subd. plan. Beginning at a pt, marked “1” on 
plan X X X containing an area of SEVENTY FIVE (75) SQ. 
METERS. X X X

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on 
the above-stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date and time, it shall be held on AUGUST 26, 2025 
without further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, July 11, 2025.

JOSELITO A. ARANDA
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:
NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE 
CORPORATION (NHMFC)
104 Amorsolo Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City

ATTY. LIRA S. SERRADO
4/F Filomena Building III, 104 Amorsolo Street, Legaspi 
Village, Makati City

VICENTE G. GARGALICANA, married to JOSEFINA E. 
GARGALICANA 
LOT 9-A, BLOCK 10, DAMA DE NOCHE STREET, 
CAPITOL HILLS 
EXECUTIVE SUBDIVISION, TRECE MARTIRES CITY, 
CAVITE

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO 
REMOVE, DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF 
EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF 
SALE

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
July 14, 21 & 28, 2025

Torre dares Baste to 
charity boxing match 

for flood victims
By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan

MANILA - Philippine National Police (PNP) chief Gen. 
Nicolas Torre III on Wednesday challenged Davao City 
Acting Mayor Sebastian “Baste” Duterte to a charity 
boxing match.
	 In a press briefing held at Camp Crame, Torre 
said the proceeds of the match would go to relief efforts 
for those affected by widespread flooding in Metro 
Manila and other areas due to the southwest monsoon 
and recent tropical cyclones.
	 “You know tamang tama dahil marami ang 
nasalanta ngayon ng bagyo at baha. (This is timely 
because a lot of people were affected by the typhoon 
and flooding). Maybe we can use this moment as an 
opportunity to raise funds in a well charity boxing 
match,” said Torre.
	 Duterte earlier challenged Torre to a fistfight.
	 “Naghamon siya ng suntukan and sa atin 
naman whether he is serious or not let’s put just put 
this on a better use kung yan ang gusto niya, madaling 
pagbigyan yan boxing na lang para madali i-setup at 
gawin. (He made a challenge for a fistfight and for me, 
whether he is serious or not, let’s just put this to better 
use if that is what he wants. Let’s make it a boxing 
match because it is easy to set up,” Torre said when 
sought for a comment.
	 Torre proposed holding a 12-round match at 9 
a.m. on July 27 at the Araneta Coliseum in Quezon City. 
He said he hopes sponsors can fund each round, with 
the proceeds going to those affected by the inclement 
weather.
	 “I will be there in Araneta. I’ll ask Araneta to 
set up a boxing ring. Hopefully they will oblige. Siguro 
you can find sponsors per round may mag sponsor. So 
let’s place their merchandise before each round. So 
12 rounds para medyo marami-rami ang sponsors at 
marami tayong mairaise na pondo. (Maybe we can find 
sponsors. There should be sponsors per round. For 12 
rounds, that would be a lot of sponsors and that means 
we can raise more funds),” said Torre. 
	 If not at the Araneta Coliseum, Torre said he is 
ready to do it at any gym with a boxing ring.
	 “Whether he’s serious or not, let’s just put 
this to better use. Kung ‘yan ang gusto niya, madaling 
pagbigyan ‘yan, boxing na lang para madaling i-setup 
(If that’s what he wants, that’s easy to grant—let’s just 
go with boxing because it’s easier to set up),” Torre told 
reporters when asked to respond to Duterte’s statement.
	 In an previous media appearance, Duterte 
cursed Torre and challenged him to a fistfight. 
	 The two have been at odds, with Torre, then 
chief of the PNP Criminal Investigation and Detection 
Group, leading the arrest of Baste’s father, former 
president Rodrigo Duterte.
	 Torre, however, was quick to clarify that his 
decision to accept the younger Duterte’s challenge is 
meant to raise funds, especially for millions affected by 
the weather disturbances in the past days. 
	 “I just see this is an opportunity to help our 
kababayan and maybe there would be sponsors, for the 
proceeds that we will raise we will donate to charity,” 
said Torre.
	 “On my part, I will donate to charity whatever 
my share, and that would be for those affected by the 
typhoon and flood,” he added.
	 Torre said he plans to hit the gym on Thursday 
for a quick workout.
	 “He was the one who issued the challenge. Sa 
atin naman, tinatanggap lang naman (He issued the 
challenge. For my part, I’m simply accepting it),” he 
said.
	 Torre said he is open to air the boxing match on 
social media platforms but he urged those who would 
watch to donate for storm victims.
	 This is not the first time that Duterte threatened 
physical harm on the PNP chief.
	 When Torre was the regional director of Police 
Regional Office-Davao, Duterte threatened to slap him 
for relieving all police commanders of Davao City.
	 This, after reports that Davao City commanders 
were misreporting crime incidents allegedly to make it 
appear that the city is safe. (PNA)
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DOE exec reminds 
biz about price freeze 

in calamity areas
By Joann Villanueva

MANILA – An official of the Department of Energy 
(DOE) on Wednesday reminded businesses about 
price freeze in areas that have declared state of 
calamity.
	 “Alam naman po natin kapag ang isang 
lugar po ay nagkaroon ng deklarasyon ng state of 
calamity, dapat po magkakaroon po tayo ng price 
freeze –hindi pupuwedeng itaas ang presyo ng LPG 
(liquefied petroleum gas) lalong-lalo na sa household 
sa loob ng labinlimang araw (We know that if a state 
of calamity has been declared there should be a price 
freeze –price of LPG cannot be increased especially 
for households, within 15 days),” Energy Assistant 
Secretary Mario Marasigan said during the Bagong 
Pilipinas Ngayon program over PTV4.
	 Several municipalities and cities in 
Pangasinan, Antique and Metro Manila have declared 
state of calamity as these have been inundated since 
over the weekend
	 On Tuesday, the province of Cavite, Quezon 
City, and Calumpit, Bulacan also declared state of 
calamity.
	 Marasigan assured the public of the 
government’s resolve to address impact of the 
continuous rains brought about by the storms since 
last week and the enhanced southwest monsoon.
	 He said the inter-agency Energy Resilience 
Task Force had a meeting on Tuesday, wherein it was 
learned that there are hospitals that are flood-prone, 
thus, the need to inspect these to ensure their power 
supply is secured.
	 An evacuation center in Morong, Rizal also 
lost electricity, but the Manila Electric Co. (Meralco) 
has been tapped to provide temporary general set, he 
said.
	 Meanwhile, Meralco said only less than 1 
percent of its customers are without power as of 4 
p.m. Wednesday.
	 In a press release, the company said around 
2,790 customers are still without power and they 
are located in areas that remain flooded, mostly in 
Cavite, Metro Manila and Bulacan.
	 “As we near completion of our restoration 
activities, we would like to thank our customers 
for their patience and understanding and assure 
them that we will continue to closely monitor the 
weather situation and respond to electricity-related 
incidents, while prioritizing safety,” Meralco Vice 
President and Head of Corporate Communications 
Joe Zaldarriaga said. (PNA)

PH, China discuss ‘safety, 
rights’ of nationals in 

consular meet

US earmarks P3-B aid for 
PH, 1st since aid pause

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA – The Philippines and China tackled 
“safety, rights, and welfare” of their respective 
nationals in a joint consular meeting in Beijing on 
July 22, the Philippine Embassy in China reported 
Wednesday.
	 It was the first Joint Consular Consultation 
(JCC) meeting since July 24, 2019, when the previous 
session was held in Manila.
	 Foreign Affairs Assistant Secretary for 
Consular Affairs Maria Antonina Mendoza-Oblena 
and Chinese Foreign Ministry Director-General for 
Consular Affairs Long Zhou led the consultations 
and acknowledged the “centuries of friendship” 
between the two nations.
	 “Our relations have faced challenges, but 
we continue to cooperate in protecting our nationals 
and persist in aspiring for more people-to-people 

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA – The United States government has 
allocated approximately PHP3 billion (USD60 
million) in foreign assistance to the Philippines, the 
first such announcement to any country since the 
US paused most of its foreign aid commitments in 
January.
	 The US Embassy in Manila confirmed on 
Wednesday that the funding, coursed through the 
US Department of State, will support programs in 
energy, maritime security, and economic growth in 
the Philippines.
	 The aid announcement comes after the 
meeting between President Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr. and US Secretary of State Marco Rubio in 
Washington, DC on July 21.
	 “This is the US government’s first 
announcement of new foreign assistance for any 
country since the Trump Administration began its 
review and realignment of foreign assistance in 
January,” the embassy said in a statement.
	 The State Department, meanwhile, 
announced its intention to work with the US Congress 
to allocate PHP825 million (USD15 million) of the 
total funding to catalyze private sector development 
in the Luzon Economic Corridor (LEC).
	 If approved, this would support investments 
in transport, logistics, energy, and semiconductors 
in Luzon.
	 The Philippines, the US, and Japan launched 
the LEC in April 2024 to back development in 
Luzon, with the Subic-Clark-Manila-Batangas 
(SCMB) Cargo Railway as its flagship project.
	 Under LEC, the three countries commit 
to accelerating coordinated investments in high-
impact infrastructure projects, including port 
modernization, clean energy, semiconductor supply 
chains and deployments, agribusiness, and civilian 
port upgrades at Subic Bay.
	 The embassy said Marcos’ meetings 
with US President Donald Trump, Rubio, and US 
Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth in Washington, 
DC this week “reaffirmed the United States’ 
ironclad commitment to the US-Philippines Alliance 
and advanced closer economic ties between the two 
nations.” (PNA)

Review of free college 
law urged amid high 

dropout rates in SUCs
By Jose Cielito Reganit

MANILA – Leyte 1st District Rep. Ferdinand 
Martin Romualdez on Wednesday urged urgent 
action to strengthen the Free Higher Education Law 
amid soaring dropout rates in state colleges and 
universities (SUCs). 
	 Romualdez made the call after data from the 
Second Congressional Commission on Education 
(EDCOM 2) showed that the national dropout rate in 
school year 2023 to 2024 reached 39 percent. 
	 According to the EDCOM 2 data, the 
dropout rate in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region 
in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) was as high as 
93.4 percent; Central Visayas reported 60.7 percent; 
Zamboanga Peninsula - 59.5 percent; Cordillera - 54.9 
percent; Metro Manila - 52.4 percent; Soccsksargen - 
51.2 percent; and Western Visayas - 50.2 percent. 
	 “These are not just statistics. They are 
shattered dreams and interrupted futures, often 
because students cannot afford transportation, 
food, rent, books or internet,” Romualdez said in a 
statement. 
	 “Free tuition was a landmark achievement, 
but the work is far from over. We need to protect 
and build on the gains of the Free Higher Education 
Law by ensuring students have the means to actually 
finish school.”
	 Romualdez expressed strong support for 
House Resolution (HR) No. 61 filed by Bicol Saro 
Party-list Rep. Terry Ridon, which seeks a full review 
of the implementation and long-term sustainability 
of Republic Act (RA) 10931, or the Universal Access 
to Quality Tertiary Education Act. 
	 He said the review should focus on identifying 
support mechanisms beyond tuition coverage to help 
students complete their degrees.
	 He urged the government to consider 
strategic interventions such as monthly stipends, 
transport subsidies, food allowances, and digital 
access programs. 
	 “This is a gap we must urgently fill. If we 
truly want free higher education to be a ladder out 
of poverty, we need to make sure our students can 
actually stay in school and graduate,” Romualdez 
said. 
	 He said the overwhelming public support for 
free tuition in SUCs reflects a national mandate to 
strengthen and expand the law. 
	 A Pulse Asia survey conducted in January 
2024 and commissioned by Senator Sherwin 
Gatchalian showed that 98 percent of Filipinos 
support free tuition in public colleges. 
	 “The Free Higher Education Law has 
changed millions of lives. But transformation is not 
complete when so many students are forced to drop 
out. Our mission is not just to provide access, but to 
ensure completion,” Romualdez said.
	 “We owe it to our students to fund this law 
properly. We owe it to every Filipino family to give 
their children a real chance at a better future. And 
we owe it to the nation to make education a powerful 
equalizer, not an unfinished promise.” (PNA)

exchanges,” Mendoza-Oblena said.
	 The meeting served as a platform to discuss 
law enforcement cooperation, trade and investment, 
and tourism, among others.
	 Both sides highlighted their ongoing 
cooperation in addressing transnational and other 
crimes, including illegal gambling, with Mendoza-
Oblena suggesting enhancing information-sharing 
on law enforcement.
	 “The two sides agreed on the importance 
of engagement through this bilateral mechanism 
in order to achieve improvements in managing 
consular cases which facilitate people-to-people 
relationships,” the embassy said.
	 President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. announced 
the banning of Philippine offshore gaming operators 
(POGOs) in 2024, a development the embassy said 
has led to enhanced Philippine-China cooperation 
in the crackdown of illegal gambling operations.
	 Meanwhile, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA) has not yet confirmed whether 
the case of the three Filipino nationals currently 
detained in China was raised during the JCC.
	 Foreign Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa 
Lazaro earlier said the matter is being treated as a 
“consular issue” and that the Philippine government 
is providing full support to the detainees.
	 The JCC was originally formed as an annual 
dialogue between the two countries to enhance 
bilateral people-to-people exchanges and resolve 
pressing consular issues. (PNA)

REVIEW URGED. The Polytechnic University of the Philippines’ main 
campus in Sta. Mesa, Manila in this file photo. Leyte 1st District Rep. 
Ferdinand Martin Romualdez on Wednesday (July 23, 2025) urged 
urgent action to strengthen the Free Higher Education Law amid 
soaring dropout rates in state colleges and universities. (File photo)

	9Hulyo 21-27, 2025



VOLUME XLII No. 03 Hulyo 21-27, 2025 P6.00

Cementing the legacy p.4

Activities on Mt. Makiling, severe 
flooding alarm Laguna execs

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA – The public need 
not worry about the 20 percent 
tax on interest earned from 
bank deposits, Malacañang 
said on Friday, as it clarified 
misconceptions about the 
implementation of the new tax 
rates on savings interest.
	 In a press briefing, 
Palace Press Officer Claire 
Castro warned the public 
against “fake news” about the 
20 percent final tax on interest 
income from bank deposits.
	 “Bakit nga ba sinabi 
nating fake news ito na 
hindi dapat ikaaalarma ng 
taumbayan? Ang papatawan 

ng buwis ay hindi savings, 
kundi ang interest na kinikita 
sa ating savings. Hindi po 
kailan man mababawasan ang 
ating savings dahil lamang 
sa sinasabing pagbubuwis 
(Why did we call it fake news 
that should not alarm the 
public? What will be taxed is 
not savings, but the interest 
earned on our savings. Our 
savings will never be reduced 
just because of the supposed 
tax),” Castro said.
	 She also stressed that 
the 20 percent tax on interest 
earnings from bank deposits is 
not new, as it has been in place 
as early as 1998, or before 

Continued on page 2...

DSWD assists 1.8M 
individuals in crisis 
situations across 
Calabarzon
By Kristianne Andrade

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA)—Over 1.8 million 
Calabarzon residents have 
received financial aid from 
the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) since 2024 under its 
Assistance to Individuals in 
Crisis Situations (AICS).
	 The program aligns 
with the directive of President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to 
ensure the swift and efficient 
delivery of aid, reaffirming the 
“Bawat Buhay Mahalaga” 
vision of Bagong Pilipinas.
	 According to DSWD 
Calabarzon, a total of 
1,833,996 individuals have 
been provided with financial 
support since 2024 to help 
them cope with various 
economic shocks such as 
illness, hospitalization, or the 
death of a family member. 
Of this number, 587,000 
individuals were assisted in 

the first half of 2025.
	 “If there’s death in 
the family or hospitalization, 
you can’t prepare for it, so we 
are helping them get back on 
track and recover. With the 
assistance that we give, it will 
help them be productive, start 
anew, and provide again for 
their needs,” said Regional 
Director Barry Chua of 
DSWD Calabarzon. 
	 DSWD emphasized 
that the provision of financial 
assistance under the program 
is based on the assessment and 
interview conducted by social 
workers, as well as the status 
of the clients.
	 According to DSWD 
data in 2024, a total of 
1,246,996 individuals were 
assisted through the AICS 
program, with a total amount 
of P5.13 billion disbursed to 
cover medical, subsistence, 
burial, and educational needs.
	 To enhance the 

Continued on page 2...

agencies on July 14 and 
discussed possible solutions to 
the flooding. 
	 “We know the 
situation. Floods are 
getting worse, the risks 
to our communities are 
increasing. Cutting of trees 
and construction of structures 
on the mountain continue,” 
Hernandez said in her 
Facebook post.
	 She added: “But 
it’s also clear, we can 
do something. There are 
solutions. We can fix this.” 

Pansol in Calamba after a 
heavy downpour causing 
a heavy gridlock along the 
Maharlika Highway for hours.
	 Residents were quick 
to blame the flooding on 
alleged quarrying activities 
that had cleared a section of 
Mt Makiling of trees.
	 Calamba City 
Representative Charisse 
Anne Hernandez-Alcantara 
immediately convened 
an emergency meeting 
with representatives of the 
Department of Public Works 
and Highways and other Continued on page 2...

By Christopher Hedreyda

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA)—Officials in Laguna 
have sounded the alarm bells 
on the worsening floods in 
parts of Calamba City with 
residents attributing a recent 
flashflood on alleged quarrying 
on the protected slopes of Mt. 
Makiling.
	 On July 12, Facebook 
accounts of netizens and 
local government responders 
showed footage of severe 
flooding and muddy 
floodwaters in Barangay 
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