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Cavite polic

By Ruel Francisco

IMUS CITY, Cavite (PIA)
The Cavite Police
Provincial Office (PPO)
joined the Department
of Agriculture and local
agricultural  offices  in
supporting farmers and local
entrepreneurs by launching
its own Kadiwa ng Pangulo
store inside its headquarters
at Camp BGen. Pantaleon
Garcia in Imus City, Cavite.

Acting  Provincial
Director Police Col. Dwight
Alegre, said the store aims
to provide affordable basic
goods to the police force

chimeNo
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Kadiwa opens In

and nearby communities
while empowering local
farmers, fisherfolk, and
small entrepreneurs.

“The establishment
of the KNP Store at Cavite
PPO  demonstrates  the
Philippine National Police s
active support for national
programs that uplift both
the general public and local
producers,” Alegre said.

He added that
this  initiative  reflects
the PNP’s broader
commitment to community
service, sustainable
development, and economic

Continued on page 3...

Palace: Free anti-rabies, child vaccines

available at gov’t hospitals

By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA — Malacanang re-
minded the public on Tues-
day that the government
is offering free anti-rabies
vaccination and immuniza-
tion for children aged 0 to 5
years old at all public hospi-
tals and health centers.

“Sakaling nakagat
o nakalmot kayo ng inyong
mga alagang aso at pusa —
nangangamba sa rabies—
libre po ang pagbabakuna
sa mga government hos-
pital (If you are bitten or
scratched by your pet dogs
or cats and are concerned
about rabies, vaccination
is free at government hospi-
tals),” Palace Press Officer
Claire Castro said in a press
briefing Tuesday.

Rabies remains a
public health concern in the
Philippines, with 426 re-
ported deaths last year. The

virus is fatal once symp-
toms appear but can be pre-
vented through immediate
post-exposure prophylaxis.

For those seeking
treatment in private medical
facilities, Castro said Phil-
Health offers an animal bite
treatment package to help
defray the cost of care.

In addition, she
highlighted that a full range
of routine immunizations
for young children —in-
cluding vaccines against
tuberculosis (BCG), hepa-
titis B, diphtheria, pertussis,
tetanus, polio, and measles-
mumps-rubella (MMR)—
are also free of charge in all
government-run facilities.

She urged parents
and guardians to bring their
children aged 0 to 5 to the
nearest public hospitals or
health centers to avail of the
services. (PNA)

— “\
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Calabarzon records third highest
functional literacy rate in PH

By Anna Mole

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA) — The Calabarzon re-
gion recorded the third-highest
functional literacy rate nation-
wide according to the 2024
Functional Literacy, Educa-
tion, and Mass Media Survey

Photo courtesy of PIA

(FLEMMS) conducted by the
Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA).

The PSA Calabarzon
revealed that 77.3 percent,
or eight out of 10 individuals
aged 10 to 64 years old resid-
ing in Calabarzon, are func-
tionally literate or can read,

write, compute, and compre-
hend, trailing behind the Cor-
dillera Administrative Region
(CAR) at 81.2 percent and
the National Capital Region
(NCR) at 78.5 percent.
Calabarzon’s  func-
tional literacy rate is 6.5 per-
Continued on page 3...

DILG to LGUs: Brace for ‘habagat’ season

By  Christopher
Caliwan

Lloyd

MANILA —The Department
of the Interior and Local

Government (DILG) on
Tuesday called on local
government units (LGUs)
to prepare for the impact
of bad weather caused by

the southwest monsoon
(habagat).
The Philippine

Atmospheric, Geophysical
Continued on page 3...
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DHSUD: 4PH getscommitments
of SOK housing units

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor

MANILA - More than
50,000 housing units have
been committed by private
developers to the recalibrated
Pambansang Pabahay Para
sa Pilipino (4PH) Program,
the Department of Human
Settlements and  Urban
Development (DHSUD) said
Monday.

In a news release, the
DHSUD said these developers
Raemulan Lands Inc.,
(RLI), 8990/Deca Homes,
and Fiesta  Communities
Inc. are engaged in
horizontal socialized housing
developments.

The

RLI Chief

Horizontal housing units (PNA file photo)

Executive Officer (CEO)
Eileen Uy Doyle has vowed
to allot 35,656 units in the
provinces of  Pampanga,
Cavite, Bulacan and Laguna,
while Fiesta chief executive
officer (CEQ) Christopher
Ryan Tan committed at least
6,387 units and 8990/Deca
Homes president and CEO
Vincent Sotto pledged 9,498.

DHSUD Secretary
Jose Ramon Aliling said these
commitments indicate that the
4PH Program is on the right
track with the inclusion of
horizontal developments.

“This will surely boost
the private sector s confidence
in the program,” he said.

“We will continue to explore
all feasible modalities under
recalibrated 4PH, not only to
address a wider market, but
more importantly, as our way
of listening to clamor from
stakeholders,”” he added.

Top DHSUD officials
are now crafting the guidelines
for the new concept, Aliling
said, as he vowed to sustain and
improve the 4PH, including
fully-digitized services to
ensure fast and comfortable
actions.

Aliling  has  also
issued a circular calling for
the expeditious handling and
disposition of homebuyers’
complaints against developers.
(PNA)

SRA...

impact national sugar supply
and farmer incomes.

“I am asking the
DA and BPI to disallow
entry of planting materials,
whether it’s for commercial or
research purposes, without a
certification from SRA, and or
the DA,” he said.

Meanwhile, SRA
Deputy Administrator Ignacio
Santillana underscored the
need for a policy enabling
emergency procurement and
distribution of pesticides,
given the strict regulations
of the Commission on Audit
(COA).

“We currently want
to utilize PHPI.5 million for
pesticide purchase while we
are waiting for the assistance
from the Department of
Agriculture, but our hands are
tied unless there is a policy in
place for emergency purchase,
and considering the rate of
spread, this is an emergency,”

from page 10

The infestation
has now spread across 13
towns and cities in Negros
Occidental, and reports have
emerged from Mabinay in

Negros Oriental and even
Anilao in Panay.
In the Victorias

Milling District alone, the
SRA said 219 hectares of
sugarcane plantation are now
affected.

The BPI has
expressed readiness to assist,
but admitted it lacks the legal
authority to halt shipments
of cane without a formal
quarantine policy.

It cited a recent failed
attempt to block a shipment
from Escalante to Panay due
to this legal gap.

To contain the pest,
the SRA is recommending that
farmers avoid sourcing cane
points from infested areas
and soak planting materials in
pesticides before use.

will begin this week in
collaboration with the DA
and BPI, with a public forum
scheduled on June 9 to raise
awareness among farmers.

RSSI is known to
thrive in high temperatures
and damage the underside of
sugarcane leaves, severely
affecting crop health.

The SRA’s research
arm is also exploring the
use of natural predators to
avoid long-term reliance on
chemical pesticides.

Azcona  said the
agency has requested PHP10
million in assistance from
Agriculture Secretary
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr., who
responded positively to the
call.

He also instructed
SRA teams to study drone
spraying technologies to cover
large areas quickly, with a
target of up to 50 hectares per
day, if needed. (PNA)

he said. Spraying operations
’ 10 : .
Gov’t... from page Beneficiaries receive
The agency has 2023 under Executive Order monthly food credits
submitted a list of about 44, the Walang Gutom 2027: redeemable at  partner

1,000 accredited retailers to
the DA to start the rollout, he
added.

Launched in July

Food Stamp Program aims
to lift 750,000 food-poor
families out of hunger by
2027.

retailers and also undergo
nutrition education.

Meanwhile,
PHP20/kg. rice,

the

or the

PH...

of the people and taking
care of the planet because
we only have one planet and
everything that we need to
survive, the food that we eat,
the water that we drink is
within the planet and we need
the people to take care of the
planet and we need people to
be progressive. Everything is
inter-related,” June Cheryl
Cabal-Revilla, Chief Finance
Officer, Chief Sustainability

Officer, and Chief Risk
Officer of MPIC said.
According to
the ASEAN Centre for
Biodiversity (ACB), they

actively seek partnership with
different local communities,
multilateral ~ organizations,
and businesses to meet its
goal of ‘mainstreaming’
biodiversity.

Speaking at the said
forum, Jerome Barradas,
director of Public Engagement
Division at ACB said that the
center is one of the world’s
technical and  scientific
cooperation support centers
for the implementation of the
Kunming-Montreal  Global
Biodiversity Framework, a
global biodiversity initiative
signed by 196 countries in
2022 to halt and reverse
nature loss by 2030.

Barradas notes that
a key component of the
framework is the inclusion of
adiverse set of collaborations.

“This is an effort to
encourage or mainstreaming

biodiversity into different
businesses  so  that the
challenges  of  regulatory
compliance, incentives,

balancing profitability with
sustainability will be able to
be managed so that’s one of
the efforts we do.”

For ACB, their
collaboration with MPIC
has contributed to the

from page 10

establishment of the ASEAN
Biodiversity =~ Heroes, a
platform where conservation
stories emerge from seasoned
development communication
practitioners, storytellers,
content creators, journalists,

and creative writers from
across the region.

At present, MPIC
is involved in its joint

stewardship of the Verde
Island Passage, one of the
world’s most crucial marine
biodiversity hotspots  that
supports traditional fisheries
and ecotourism.

The company also
supports  clean-up  drives,
realization of climate change

goals of the Philippines,
various reforestation
programs, and sustainable

investments on clean and
green energy sources.

The work is not
yet done, Barradas said, as
their efforts in multi-sectoral
action for the environment
continues.

“[There’s] the need
for us to recognize how
much we depend on our
environment, our ecosystem
services, directly or indirectly.
This is the basis of the future
we want to see — a smart,
sustainable, and inclusive
future.”

The Theme Weeks
initiative at the Expo 2025
Osaka coincides with the
ASEAN Summit 2025 in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
where leaders of ASEAN
member states including the
Philippines, recently adopted
the ASEAN Community
Vision 2045, aligned with the
Complementarities Initiative

for community-building
and the United Nations
Sustainable Development

Goals. (CH/PIA-4A)

Benteng Bigas Meron Na!
is a flagship program of the
Department of Agriculture
and the National Food
Authority. It fulfills the
campaign promise of the
President to make rice
affordable to the public.

The integration of
PHP20/kg. rice is the latest
enhancement to the Walang
Gutom Program, which has
shown positive results based
on independent monitoring.

A nationwide survey
conducted by the Social
Weather Stations (SWS)
and commissioned by Globe
Telecom  revealed  that
hunger incidence among
WGP beneficiaries declined
significantly — from 48.7
percent in October 2024 to
44.6 percent in December

2024.

The SWS survey,
which  included  nearly
4,000 respondents across 33
provinces, showed that while
hunger among beneficiaries
decreased, hunger among
non-beneficiaries increased
by 6.1 percentage points in
the same period.

Regions such as
Negros Occidental, Negros
Oriental, Cotabato City,
Zamboanga del Norte, and
Surigao del Norte saw the
most marked improvements.

The study also
noted that although severe
food insecurity—including
skipping meals or entire days
without food—remains a
concern, the rise in such cases
was notably slower among
program beneficiaries. (PNA)
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Woman in viral sewer
photo to get aid in
tranches — DSWD

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA - The woman
who crawled out of a sewer
in Makati City, identified
as “Rose”, will receive the
PHP80,000 worth oflivelihood
assistance in tranches,
Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD)
Secretary Rex Gatchalian said

Tuesday.
Gatchalian said
Rose’s case is “not unique,”

noting that the DSWD has
extended similar assistance
to around 5,000 families and
individuals in street situations
(FISS) through the Pag-Abot
Program launched in 2023.
“May kondisyon ito.
Hindi ito binibigay ng isang
bulto. Katulad dito kay Rose,
in tranches siya ibibigay at

sabihin,  binabantayan  ng
social worker ‘yung progress
niya (It has a condition. It
is not given in lump sum.
It will be given in tranches
and there will be supervision
and monitoring by social
workers. So, that means, the
social worker will monitor her
progress),” he said in a Palace
press briefing.

“May home visits para
macheck kung gumaganda
na unti-unti ‘yung buhay ni
Rose. Gusto kong i-point out
na lahat tinutulungan, hindi
special case si Rose (There
will be home visits to check
if Roses life is gradually
improving. 1 want to point
out that everyone is getting
assistance. Rose’s case is not
special),” he added.

Gatchalian said Rose

may supervision at monitoring was given the necessary
ng social workers. So, ibig assistance, in compliance
Calabarzon... from page 1

centage points higher than the
country’s overall functional
literacy rate of 70.8 percent.

Charity Bautista,
PSA Calabarzon’s officer-in-
charge, explained that func-
tional literacy encompasses
not only the ability to read and
write but also includes numer-
acy and higher-level compre-
hension skills.

“Functional literacy
requires a higher level of com-
prehension skills such as inte-
grating two or more pieces of
information and making infer-
ences based on the given infor-
mation,” Bautista explained
during the presentation.

Further affirming the
region’s educational strength,
three of Calabarzon’s prov-
inces were among the top 10
provinces in the country with
the highest functional literacy
rates.

“In addition, Rizal,
Batangas, and Cavite ranked
third, fifth, and ninth among

the provinces in the country
with the highest functional
literacy rates. Rizal has the
highest functional literacy rate
in the region at 82.1 percent,
Batangas at 81.3 percent, and
Cavite at 77.4 percent,” Bau-
tista stated.

She added that the
province of Laguna’s func-
tional literacy rate is at 72.2
percent, Quezon at 71.7 per-
cent, and the city of Lucena at
73.0 percent.

Bautista stressed that
Calabarzon’s ranking in the
2024 FLEMMS serves as both
a testament to the region’s ed-
ucational advancements and a
call to action for sustained ef-
forts.

The 2024 FLEMMS is
the seventh in the series of na-
tionwide literacy surveys and
is the main source of basic and
functional literacy statistics in
the Philippines, conducted ev-
ery three years. (AM/PIA 4A)

DILG...

and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA)
officially  declared on
Monday the start of the rainy
season, citing that scattered
to widespread rainshowers
has been observed in the past
five days due to “habagat”.

In a memorandum
circular, the DILG urged
LGUs to adopt proactive
measures anchored on the
Operation Listo protocols
for  hydrometeorological

from page 1

hazards in compliance
with President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr.’s directive
to mitigate the effects of
calamities.

They are instructed
to ensure that emergency
operations centers have
adequate personnel and
equipment, and to activate
local incident management
teams trained in the incident
command system.

Local governments

with President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr.’s directive to make
sure that FISS would be given
the proper intervention and
assistance.

Under the program,

social workers in various

Pag-Abot teams roam around
Metro Manila 24 hours a day
and seven days a week to

convince FISS to voluntarily
come with them and avail of
government assistance to get
back on their feet.

He stressed that the
amount of assistance granted
to Pag-Abot Dbeneficiaries
depends on the assessment of
licensed social workers.

The DSWD earlier

said Rose collects recyclables
for a living and only went into
the sewer to retrieve a small
blade cutter that she uses when
collecting garbage.

Rose earns about
PHP300 daily, along with her
partner, who works as a barker.
(PNA)

DSWD AID. Department of Social Welfare and Development Secretary Rex Gatchalian speaks at a briefing in Malacaiiang on
Tuesday (June 3, 2025). He said the woman who crawled out of a Makati City sewer identified as “Rose” will receive the PHP80,000
worth of livelihood assistance in tranches. (PNA photo by Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos)

Kadiwa...

empowerment.

“This initiative
directly  benefits  local
farmers,  fisherfolk, and
small-scale  entrepreneurs
by offering a direct market
for their products while
enabling the community to
access essential goods at
more affordable prices,” he
added.

DA Calabarzon
lauded the Cavite PPO’s
move to establish Kadiwang
Pangulo inside their camp,

from page 1

saying this underscores
multisectoral collaboration
in advancing food
sufficiency and building
economic resilience.

PNP personnel,
partner  agencies, and
community  stakeholders

participated in the initial
Kadiwa Market Day on
May 30, featuring a wide
variety of fresh produce and
other goods.

Alegre stressed that
the establishment of Kadiwa

ng Pangulo store inside their
headquarters reflects their
dedication not just to public
safety, but also to uplifting
lives through social service
and sustainable livelihood
support.

“Through this
endeavor,  Cavite  PPO
reaffirms its dedication not
only to public safety and
security but also to nation-
building through inclusive
community engagement and
food sustainability,” Alegre
said in a statement. (PIA)

ll-i
b

WATER WORLD. A downpour immerses Taft and UN Avenues in Manila in gutter-deep floods on July 23, 2024. The Department of the
Interior and Local Government on Tuesday (June 3, 2025) called on local government units to prepare for the impact of bad weather
caused by the southwest monsoon (habagat) as the rainy season begins. (PNA file photo by Yancy Lim)

must also identify and
prepare structurally sound
evacuation centers with
essential facilities such as
sanitation, medical aid,
and designated areas for
vulnerable groups.

These should be
regularly inspected and
upgraded based on safety

standards and capacity
requirements. They are
also advised to revise

their ~ contingency  and
action plans based on local
assessments of areas prone
to floods, storm surges, and
landslides.

Simulation drills
and community exercises to
test response and evacuation
procedures should also be
conducted.

The LGUs are
reminded to strictly
implement no-build zones

in high-risk areas and to
ensure that emergency
services and supply chains
remain operational during
severe weather conditions.

The Operation Listo
is DILG’s flagship disaster
preparedness program
that promotes a whole-of-
government approach to
resilient local governance.
(PNA)
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Is ASEAN a mere talk shop?

WHILE ASEAN has been engaging
China in prolonged negotiations
for a Code of Conduct to govern
activities in the disputed waters,
progress has been painstakingly
slow. Talks have dragged on for
over two decades, with no binding
agreement in sight.

The  Association  of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
has long prided itself on fostering
regional cooperation, economic
growth, and political dialogue
among its ten member states.

Yet, despite the annual
flurry of summits, ministerial
meetings, and joint declarations,
critics increasingly view ASEAN as
amere “talk shop” — long on words
but short on action. Nowhere is this
perception more evident than in its
handling of critical regional issues
such as the West Philippine Sea
dispute, human rights violations,
and political instability in member
states.

The question then lingers:
has ASEAN failed to evolve into an
effective bloc capable of charting
a united and assertive response to
shared challenges?

One of the most glaring
examples of ASEAN’s limitations is
its tepid approach to the South China
Sea dispute, particularly the West
Philippine Sea — territories claimed
by China but also heavily contested
by several ASEAN members.

While ASEAN has been
engaging China in prolonged
negotiations for a Code of Conduct
(CoC) to govern activities in the
disputed waters, progress has been
painstakingly slow. Talks have
dragged on for over two decades,
with no binding agreement in
sight. Drafts of the CoC remain
riddled with vague language and
non-committal provisions, making
it unlikely to deter aggressive
maneuvers Or ensure maritime
stability.

China’s strategy ~ of
engaging ASEAN as a bloc
while simultaneously courting its
individual members using economic
incentives has effectively divided
the group.

Countries such as
Cambodia and Laos, which rely
heavily on Chinese investments,
have been accused of blocking or
watering down stronger statements
against Chinese incursions. This
undermines ASEAN’s centrality and
consensus-based decision-making
model, revealing its structural
weakness when faced with complex

geopolitical tensions.

Nonetheless, ASEAN
cannot be entirely dismissed as
a failure. It has succeeded in
promoting peace and avoiding
full-scale conflicts among its
diverse members, many of whom
were former adversaries. It has
also fostered regional economic
integration through the ASEAN
Economic  Community (AEC),
reduced tariffs, and facilitated
smoother labor and capital mobility.

Furthermore, ASEAN’s
strategic partnerships with global
powers — such as the United
States, Japan, Australia, and the
European Union — have elevated
its diplomatic profile on the world
stage.

On the West Philippine
Sea issue, while ASEAN has not
produced a robust collective front,
it has helped provide diplomatic
space for member states like the
Philippines and Vietnam to air their
concerns in multilateral settings.

The bloc has also been
instrumental in maintaining
dialogues that, at the very least,
prevent the escalation of conflicts.
The mere fact that negotiations with
China continue, albeit at a glacial
pace, demonstrates ASEAN’s
potential as a convening power, if
not yet an enforcing one.

However, for ASEAN
to shed the “falk shop” label, it
must move beyond consensus-
for-the-sake-of-consensus. It
needs institutional reforms that
would allow for majority decision-
making on urgent matters, more
accountability mechanisms, and the
political will to uphold international
law — even if it means confronting
uncomfortable truths about
members’ behavior or Chinese
pressure. A strong and united
ASEAN must prioritize regional
security and sovereignty over short-
term economic gain and diplomatic
platitudes.

As such, ASEAN stands at
a crossroads. It can either continue
its tradition of diplomatic caution
and risk irrelevance, or it can
transform into a more assertive and
cohesive force.

The West Philippine Sea
is the litmus test — not just of
ASEAN’s unity, but of'its credibility.

Whether it rises to meet
the challenge or retreats into polite
inaction will define its future in the
shifting geopolitics of the Indo-
Pacific.
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The War Rages On

PART 3

Of course, mere numbers
are not an absolute proof of
a movement’s correctness.
But the long and continuous
existence of these
organizations — more than
45 years for CPP and 35 for
Bayan — and the victories
that they have gained despite
the various hurdles that they
faced, show that they are the
only Left formations which
have successfully advanced
— and continue to forward
decisively — the Filipino
masses’ and people’s struggle
for genuine social change. On
the other hand, the lackluster
performance of Akbayan,
and other Left formations in
the Philippines, despite the
various odds favoring them,
shows that most of what
they do is talk, criticize the
CPP and Bayan, and ally
with various factions of the
Philippines’ ruling classes.
The experience
of Akbayan, the most
“successful” of the lot, is
most instructive.  Despite
continuing to talk about its so-
called “reform agenda,” the
group has of late thoroughly
exposed itself as a stooge and
apologist of the neoliberal and
fascistregime of Pres. Benigno
Simeon Aquino III. Even
Walden Bello, the group’s
erstwhile representative in
Congress and a left-lite anti-
globalization activist, was
forced to distance himself
from the group for condoning
the crimes of the corrupt
and anti-people  Aquino.

Government reports released
just this month show that the
group’s top officials occupying
positions in government have
been given huge salaries and
other perks.

Which brings us to the
fundamental issue: What kind
of “Left” politics are these
groups trying to advance?
Do they sharply analyze
the socio-economic system
prevailing in the Philippines
and struggle for the correct
radical solution? National-
democratic activists have
every reason to believe that
the source of these groups’
weakness liesin their incorrect
political line, whether
consciously formulated or
not. And that these groups’
incorrect political line stems
ultimately from their incorrect
ideological line.

I won’t go into
detail addressing de Jong’s
criticisms of the CPP and
Bayan. The groups have
their own websites (Www.
philippinerevolution.net and
www.bayan.ph) and have
done a better job of defending
themselves  against  such
weakly-founded accusations.

One thing is clear:
de Jong’s article is aimed at
the international progressive
audience. It is not the first
time the Rejectionist bloc
has exploited a respectable
international publication into
being a platform for vilifying
CPP and Bayan. And by
publishing his article, Jacobin
hasfallenintothesamemistake
already committed by other
publications: lending its hard-

earned global prestige among
progressives to commentators
on the Philippines who
are associated with groups
that are hyperactive on the
internet but dormant in the
grassroots, or who mistake
activity in social media as
sufficient participation in
social struggles, and who
attack movements that are
in reality doing a fine job at
strengthening the struggles
of the masses and people of
the Philippines. And that, |
believe, is a disservice to the
latter.

Communists and
national democrats are often
maligned as orthodox and
close-minded while New Left
groups or new groups of the
Left like to project themselves
as open-minded and free from
dogma. But any intelligent
or discerning Left group
should be able to recognize

who’s truly exemplary in
wielding  Marxism  and
progressive theory in

general to strengthen mass
struggles and movements
in various countries. Let
there be no doubt about it:
in the Philippines, it’s the
Communists and national
democrats.

“The War Is Over,”
proclaims de Jong via Jacobin.
“The CPP and Bayan are
in decline,” he claims. That
is definitely not true, but
that is music to the ears of
imperialists and the ruling
classes of the Philippines.

13 August 2015
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Cashless Transactions
Revolutionizing Commuting

By PIA

With the population in constant
flux and the rhythm of life
dictated by the ebb and flow
of traffic, President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. is transforming
public transport as we know it.

The Department
of Transportation (DOTr)
will soon introduce cashless
payment options for LRT and
MRT riders, enabling them to
use their debit or credit cards,
as well as popular mobile
wallet apps such as GCash and
PayMaya.

The initiative, backed

by President Marcos’ directive
to  expedite  government
projects that meet the demands
of everyday Filipinos,
is a significant step that
reflects a growing need for
modernization and efficiency
in the nation’s transportation
systems.

DOTr Secretary Vince
Dizon announced that the new
cashless turnstiles are slated
to roll out in July, eliminating
the cumbersome process of
purchasing or reloading a
Beep card, the previous staple
for fare payment.

“By tapping your

phone or card at the turnstile,
you bypass the need for
additional preparation. It's
as simple as that,” Dizon
explained, highlighting the
ease of use that the new system
promises.

The convenience
of not needing to queue for
a card or find an outlet to
reload it cannot be overstated,
especially for the millions who
rely on the MRT and LRT on a
daily basis.

Dizon expressing
surprise that such an efficient
system wasn’t adopted sooner.

CAVITEVIE

PH Pavilion at Expo
2023 eyes possible
economic opportunities

By Christopher Hedreyda

A perfect weave of nature,
culture, and arts mixed with
just the right amount of modern
technology — this is how the
Philippine Pavilion at the
Expo 2025 Osaka can be best
described as it continues to
captivate guests and spectators
worldwide.

Since the participation
of the Philippines at World
Expobeganin 1962, ithas since
been a platform of the country
to showcase its vibrant cultural
heritage, economic potential,
and innovative advancements
in an international stage.

For the tenth
participation at the World
Expo, the Philippines presents

the “Woven” Pavilion.
Themed “Nature, Culture,
and Community: Woven

Together for a Better Future,”
the Philippine Pavilion is

a multisensory experience
that blends heritage and
innovation.

From its facade, the
pavilion is adorned with a
striking woven design made
by 212 weavers from different
indigenous fabrics across the
Philippines.

Another  prominent
display at the pavilion is the
18 handwoven art pieces, each
representing a region of the

country. Made with traditional
and unconventional materials
such as abaca, cotton, candy
wrappers, as well as used
plastics and chicken feathers,
the art pieces display a sense of
sustainability and resiliency.

Aside from traditional
craftsmanship, the Philippine
pavilion uses modern
technology for the “Dancing
with Nature,” an interactive
installation that transforms
visitors into leaves, flowers, or
fish; and artificial intelligence
for the Photo Booth that makes
visitors adorned with colorful
fruits from the country.

Ma. Nedalin Miranda,
acting division chief of
the Media Relations and
Communications Division and
Marketing Communications
Department of the Tourism
Promotions Board (TPB) said
that the pavilion exudes the
hospitality and warmness of
fiestas in the Philippines on
how they welcome guests and
visitors.

“They feel so at home
that sometimes they stay for
quite a while. Here at the
pavilion, we don’t rush them
or ask them to leave. We just
let them explore at their own
pace. We also have Japanese-
speaking guides available to
explain what’s on the screens
and the different art pieces.”

Miranda said that the
pavilion has served its purpose
of inviting foreign tourists into
the country.

“Through the
interactions  between  our
pavilion personnel and guests,
we’ve already had visitors
express interest in coming
to the Philippines since we
opened in April. That’s actually
one of our goals — to inspire
them to visit and experience
the Philippines for themselves.
This pavilion is just a teaser.
When they do come to the
Philippines, there’s so much
more to explore based on their
own interests.”

But aside  from
boosting tourist arrivals, the
government also finds a way
to promote ingenuity of crafts
of the country.

Before guests exit
the pavilion, a gift shop with
local items and handicrafts is
located. A Filipino restaurant,
“Hain” is also strategically
located which was proven to be
a big hit and a special message
or hilot is also being offered
where slots typically run out
first thing in the morning.

“We also promote
trade and investment
opportunities. We’ve  had

visitors come in — especially
VIPs from other pavilions —
and we extend courtesies to

“Nagtaka nga ako bakit hindi
ito kaagad na-implement,” he
said.

The initiative s
not just about convenience;
it signifies a shift towards
modern infrastructure that
aligns with global standards.

“Nakikita na naman
natin ito sa ibang bansa.
So, iyon ang sabi ng ating
Pangulo, gawin na rin natin
‘yung mga modern facilities,”
Dizon said.

The perspective
elevates the conversation
from mere convenience to
an essential modernization
of national transport, aiming
to alleviate the plight of train
commuters.

To ensure the
successful rollout of this
upgraded fare  collection
system, the DOTr is

collaborating with transport
operators and financial service
providers.

Pilot and

testing

Photo by PCO

public campaign efforts are
set to pave the way for a
smooth transition come July.
These preparations reflect
a commitment not only to
improve technology but also to
engage with the riding public,
ensuring they are informed
and ready for change.

As anticipation builds
amongst commuters, this
transformative shift toward a
cashless urban commute holds
the promise of more than just
technological advancement;
it heralds a new era of public
transportation that prioritizes

the needs of the Filipino
traveler.

With this
revolutionary  change, the

everyday journey on MRT
and LRT lines will soon
evolve into a more convenient
and efficient experience,
setting a precedent for future
enhancements in public transit
across the country.

them, providing guided tours
around the exhibit. They take
time to really look at all areas
of the pavilion.”

TPB said that they
received interest from various
countries to buy textiles, art
pieces, and crafts directly from
the pavilion.

“One of our goals,
of course, is to spark interest
not just in tourism, but also in
our art pieces and local crafts.
We’re here to promote both the
beauty of the Philippines and
the creativity of our artisans.”

Since its opening on
April 2025, the Philippine
pavilion has welcomed more
than 250,000 guests and
counting. The TPB expects

that the pavilion will be able to
attract more guests as it plans
to conduct special events,
particularly in June during the
Philippine National Week and
August during the ASEAN
Day.

Living up to the
commitment for sustainability
and preservation, once the
Expo 2025 wraps up in
October, the woven panels
and key elements will then
be turned over to the National
Museum of the Philippines,
ensuring the legacy and
stories built during the Expo
will be preserved for even
more visitors to appreciate
the woven beauty of the
Philippines. (CH/PIA-4A)

Life is like the waves
on the ocean,

it keeps going.
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Republic of the Philippines

Fourth Judicial Region

Regional Trial Court of Cavite

Office of the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff
New Justice Hall, J.P. Rizal Avenue, Kaybagal
South, Tagaytay City

EJF NO. TG-23-084

FOR: Extrajudicial Foreclosure of
Real Estate Mortgage under Act No.
3135 as amended by Act No. 4118

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND
(otherwise known as Pag-IBIG Fund),

Mortgagee,
-versus-

MA. ROWENA J. ORDANIEL MARRIED TO
MARCELO LITO D. ORDANIEL,
Mortgagors/Borrowers,

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-judicial foreclosure sale under Act
3135, as Amended by Act No. 4118, filed by Mortgagee,
HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND (otherwise known
as Pag-IBIG Fund), a government financial institution duly
organized and existing under the laws of the Philippines, with
principal office and place of business at The Petron Mega
Plaza Building, No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City,
pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Loan and Mortgage
Agreement (“MORTGAGE”) executed and notarized on
February 19, 1999 by Mortgagors/Borrowers, MA. ROWENA
J. ORDANIEL married to MARCELO LITO D. ORDANIEL,
both of legal age, Filipino citizen, with residence and postal
addresses at (1) #142 Dangay St., Project 7, Quezon City,
Metro Manila (2) Lot 49 Block 16, Rancho Imperial De Silang,
Brgy. Tartaria, Silang, Cavite, in favor of the Mortgagee,
over a real estate property including improvements thereon,
described in and covered by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE NO. (T-835049) 19005 of the Registry of Deeds
for Tagaytay City, in order to satisfy the outstanding loan

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

Fourth Judicial Region

Regional Trial Court

Office of the Clerk of Court

Imus, Cavite

Extra-Judicial Foreclosure of Real

Estate Mortgage Under Act No.

3135, as Amended, Republic Act No. 4118
FC CASE NO. 19400-25

CHINA BANK SAVINGS, INC.,
Mortgagee,

-versus-

SPS. WILSON M. MONTON AND
ANA CRISTINA M. MONTON,
Mortgagors/Borrower.

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135 as
amended by Act 4118 filed by CHINA BANK SAVINGS, INC.,
mortgagee, with principal office address at 12th Floor China
Bank Saving Bldg. No. 314 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City,
against SPS. WILSON M. MONTON AND ANA CRISTINA M.
MONTON, mortgagor/borrower, with residence address at
1490 Dr. |. Benitez St., Paco, Manila and/or Blk 9, Lot 6, Bangui
St., The Veraneo Subd., Brgy. San Sebastian, Kawit, Cavite, to
satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of March 31, 2025
amounts to ONE MILLION THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY
NINE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED EIGHT PESOS & 95/100
(P 1,379,108.95) Philippine Currency, including interest and
penalty charges, but excluding attorney’s fees, sheriff’s fees
and all other charges incidental to this foreclosure and sale,

obligation of the Mortgagors/Borrowers in the amount of FIVE
HUNDRED TWENTY THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FORTY-
FIVE PESOS & 13/100 (Php 520,345.13), inclusive of interest,
penalties and other charges, as of August 29, 2023, the
undersigned Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional
Trial Court of Cavite thru her deputy, Oliver N. Mendoza, will sell
at public auction on June 19, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning
or soon thereafter, at the New Hall of Justice of Tagaytay City, to
the highest bidder, for Cash or Manager’s Check and in Philippine
Currency, the following property with all its improvements
thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (T-835049) 19005
Registry of Deeds for the Province of Cavite

“IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in the Mun.
of Silang, Prov. of Cavite, bounded and described as follows:

A parcel of land (Lot 49, Blk. 16 of the cons./subd. plan, Pcs-
04-012899 being a portion of lot 8014, 8015, 8017, 8018, Cad.
452-D, Silang Cad., lots 8016-A to 8016 H, Csd-04-006071-D, lot
15709-A, Csd-042118-012810-D & lot Blk. 71, Pcs-04-011250,
LRC Rec. No. ), situated in the Brgy. Tartaria, Mun. of Silang,
Prov. of Cavite. Bounded on the NE., along line 1-2 by lot 50 of
Blk. 16; on the SE., along line 2-3 by Rd. lot 12; on the SW., along
line 3-4 by lot 48; on the NW., along line 4-5 by lot 25; on the
along line 5-1 by lot 24, both of Blk. 16, all of the cons./subd. plan
Beginning at a pt. marked “1” on plan, being S. 66 deg. 02'E.,
4915.15 m. from BLLM No. 1, Cad. 452-D, Silang Cad.; thence S.
24 deg. 07’E., 10.00 m. to pt. 2; thence S. 65 deg. 53’'W., 7.00 m.
to pt. 3; thence N. 24 deg. 07°'W., 10.00 m. to pt. 4; thence N. 65
deg. 53’E., 5.94 m. to pt. 5; thence N. 65 deg. 53’E., 1.06 m. to pt.
1; beginning, containing an area of SEVENTY (70) SQ. METERS.
All pts. referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on
the ground by PS cyl. conc. mons. 15x60 cm.; bearings true; date
of orig. survey, & that of the subd. survey, Aug. 1-30, 1997, & was
approved on Dec. 5, 1997.

is registered in accordance with the provisions of the Property
Registration Decree in the name of

MA. ROWENA J. ORDANIEL, married to MARCELO LITO D.
ORDANIEL, both of legal age, Filipino.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the said
date, it shall be held on June 26, 2025 without further notice.

the undersigned Sheriff IV will sell at Public Auction on July
1, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. or soon thereafter at the main entrance
of the Office of the Clerk of Court, Bulwagan Ng Katarungan,
Aguinaldo Highway, Imus, Cavite, to the highest bidder, for cash
and in Philippine Currency, the following property with all the
improvements therein, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 071-2016003126

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in
BARANGAY OF SAN SEBASTIAN, MUNICIPALITY OF KAWIT,
PROVINCE OF CAVITE, ISLAND OF LUZON, bounded and
described as follows:

A PARCEL OF LAND (LOT 6 BLK 9 OF THE SUBDIVISION
PLAN PSD-04-216770, BEING A PORTION OF LOT 1, PCS-
04-025923, LRC REC. NO. N-11613), SITUATED IN BRGY. OF
SAN SEBASTIAN, MUN. OF KAWIT, PROVINCE OF CAVITE,
ISLAND OF LUZON. BOUNDED ON THE SW., ALONG LINE
1-2 BY LOT 5; ON THE NW., ALONG LINE 2-3 BY LOT 21;
ALONG LINE 3-4 BY LOT 20, ON THE NE., ALONG LINE 4-5
BY LOT 7, ALL OF BLK. 9; AND ON THE SE., ALONG LINE 5-1
BY ROAD LOT 7 (8.00 M. WIDE), ALL OF THE SUBDIVISION
PLAN. BEGINNING AT A POINT MARKED 1 ON PLAN, BEING
S. 30-46W., 4502.79 M. FROM BLLM NO. 3, CAD.203, KAWIT
CADASTRE. THENCE N. 27-38W. 20.11 M. TO PT. 2; THENCE
N. 65-33E. 116 M. TO PT. 3; THENCE N. 65-33E. 6.85 M. TO
PT. 4; THENCE S. 27-38E. 19.67 M. TO PT. 5; THENCE S.
62-22W. 8.00 M. TO THE PT. OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING
AN AREA OF ONE HUNDRED FIFTY NINE (159) SQUARE
METERS, MORE OR LESS. ALL POINTS REFERRED TO
ARE INDICATED ON THE PLAN AND ARE MARKED ON THE
GROUND BY PS CYL. CONC. MONS 15X40 CM; BEARINGS
TRUE; DATE OF ORIGINAL SURVEY; FEB. 1&29, 1956 AND
THAT OF THE SUBDIVISION SURVEY; JUNE 25-30, 2010 &
WAS APPROVED ON OCTOBER 1, 2010.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to
investigate and verify for themselves the TRANSFER
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (T-835049) 19005 the
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the
above stated time and date.

Tagaytay City, Philippines, April 29, 2025.

ATTY. VARBRA ANN A. VARIAS-DIMAYUGA
Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheriff

OLIVER N. MENDOZA
Sheriff-in-Charge

Copy Furnished:

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND

(otherwise known as Pag-IBIG Fund)

Petitioner/Mortgagee

The Petron Mega Plaza Building No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat
Avenue, Makati City

MARIA VICTORIA D. CAPIRAL

C/O ATTY. SIMEON P. MADRID

S.P. MADRID & ASSOCIATES

Representative of the Mortgagee

5th Floor Bedrock Building, Kayumanggi Center,
Commonwealth Ave., Matandang Balara, Quezon City

MA. ROWENA J. ORDANIEL married to

MARCELO LITO D. ORDANIEL

Mortgagors/Borrowers

(1) #142 Dangay St., Project 7, Quezon City, Metro Manila
(2) Lot 49 Block 16, Rancho Imperial De Silang, Brgy. Tartaria,
Silang, Cavite

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE,
DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S
SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF THE AUCTION SALE
UNDER THE PENALTY OF LAW

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
May 26, June 02 & 09, 2025

All sealed bid must be submitted to the undersigned on the
stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the
said date, it shall be held on July 8, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. without
prior notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate
for themselves the title to the said property and encumbrances
thereon if any there be.

Imus, Cavite, Philippines, May 6, 2025.

ANSELMO P. PAGUNSAN, JR.
Sheriff IV

Approved:
ARMIE A. FRANCISCO
Clerk of Court VI

Copy Furnished:

CHINA BANK SAVINGS, INC.,

12th Floor China Bank Saving Bldg. No. 314 Sen. Gil Puyat
Ave., Makati City

SPS. WILSON M. MONTON AND ANA CRISTINA M.
MONTON

1490 Dr. |. Benitez St., Paco, Manila

Blk 9, Lot 6, Bangui St., The Veraneo Subd., Brgy. San
Sebastian, Kawit, Cavite

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
May 26, June 02 & 09, 2025
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Frequent handwashing
key to preventing
mpox spread

By Patricia Bermudez

CALAMBA CITY (PIA) — Health authorities
are reminding the public to observe frequent
handwashing using soap and water or alcohol-
based hand sanitizer to prevent the spread of the
monkeypox virus, more commonly known as mpox.

In a statement, the Department of Health
(DOH) Calabarzon warned that mpox is a contagious
disease that can be passed on through bodily fluid
and exposure to respiratory droplets from infected
patients.

“The mpox can be passed on through close
skin-to-skin contact, sexual intercourse, talking, or
exposure to respiratory droplets and contaminated
objects that were previously touched by infected
patients.”

The DOH advised the public to follow
public health protocols, such as refraining from
contact with individuals infected with mpox or those
manifesting symptoms, and frequent sanitation of
commonly used and shared objects.

Health authorities are also advising the
public to be critical of information on the disease
and to rely on well-vetted information and
announcements from DOH to prevent falling victim
to fake news and disinformation.

According to DOH, mpox is an infectious
disease that can cause a painful rash, enlarged lymph
nodes, fever, headache, muscle ache, back pain, and
low energy.

Its global outbreak began in 2022, and it
can be transmitted through close contact, using
contaminated objects such as clothing or linen,
through needle injuries in health care, or in
community settings such as tattoo parlors. (PB,
PIA4A)

DHSUD: 4PH gets
commitments of SO0K
housing units

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor

MANILA—More than 50,000 housing units have been
committed by private developers to the recalibrated
Pambansang Pabahay Para sa Pilipino (4PH)
Program, the Department of Human Settlements and
Urban Development (DHSUD) said Monday.

In a news release, the DHSUD said these
developers — Raemulan Lands Inc., (RLI), 8990/
Deca Homes, and Fiesta Communities Inc. —
are engaged in horizontal socialized housing
developments.

The RLI Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Eileen Uy Doyle has vowed to allot 35,656 units
in the provinces of Pampanga, Cavite, Bulacan and
Laguna, while Fiesta chief executive officer (CEO)
Christopher Ryan Tan committed at least 6,387 units
and 8990/Deca Homes president and CEO Vincent
Sotto pledged 9,498.

DHSUD Secretary Jose Ramon Aliling said
these commitments indicate that the 4PH Program
is on the right track with the inclusion of horizontal
developments.

“This will surely boost the private sector’s
confidence in the program,” he said.

“We will continue to explore all feasible
modalities under recalibrated 4PH, not only to
address a wider market, but more importantly, as our
way of listening to clamor from stakeholders,” he
added.

Top DHSUD officials are now crafting the
guidelines for the new concept, Aliling said, as he
vowed to sustain and improve the 4PH, including
fully-digitized services to ensure fast and comfortable
actions.

Aliling has also issued a circular calling
for the expeditious handling and disposition of
homebuyers’ complaints against developers. (PNA)
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Pass ordinances to
boost tobacco laws
enforcement, LGUs told

By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan

MANILA — The Department of the Interior and
Local Government (DILG) on Tuesday urged local
government units (LGUs) to pass ordinances that
support the enforcement of national laws regulating
tobacco, vapor, and vaporized nicotine products.

In a memorandum circular, the agency said
local legislation must be aligned with national laws
and LGUs must not set separate standards on the
sale, manufacture, and distribution of these products.

The LGUs are directed to actively enforce
Republic Act (RA) 9211 (Tobacco Regulation Act
of 2003), RA 11900 (Vaporized Nicotine and Non-
Nicotine Products Regulation Act), RA 10643
(Graphic Health Warning Law), and related laws,
including RA 11467 and RA 10351 (Sin Tax Reform
Law).

They are also encouraged to adopt rules on
smoke-free environments, designated smoking areas,
and the display of graphic health warnings.

The DILG reminded LGUs of the ban on the
use of vaporized and non-nicotine products in indoor
public areas like elevators and stairwells, and the
prohibition of sale to non-smokers and persons under
21.

LGUs are also expected to coordinate with
the Bureau of Internal Revenue on enforcing the
floor price or minimum price for vapor products and
nicotine salts in local markets. (PNA)

TIME IS PRECIOUS,

WASTE IT WISELY.

POSITION: IMPEX ASSISTANT

VACANCY (1)

JOB DESCRIPTION

Responsible for assisting with the import and export processes within a company.
This involves tasks like preparing and managing import/export documentation,.

Coordinating with freight forwarders and customs brokers, tracking shipments, and ensuring compliance with relevant regulations.

QUALIFICATIONS
At least High School Graduate

10 years experience in Logistics, Shipping in Manufacturing exporter Company.

Can read write and speak fluent in Chinese Mandarin

SALARY RANGE
Php 30,000- Php 59,999

Application may be sent on below
COMPANY NAME:KWANG TA ELECTRIC PHILS CORP.
CONTACT PERSON:WINNIELYN SERAFIN
EMAIL ADDRESS: kwangta.epc@gmail.com
CONTACT NO. 046 -840-0259

Company/ Employer

Name of foreign national intending to apply for the position

Company Name: KNANG TA ELECTRIC PHILS CORP.

Address: #30 LOT 4 SOUTHCOAST INDUSTRIAL BANCAL CARMONA CAVITE
Nature of Business:Manufacturing of Chirstmas Lights

|Name: CHEN PINGSHENG

Address CARMONA CAVITE
Nationality: CHINESE
Intended period of employement: Three (3 years)

#30 LOT 4 3rd floor Dormitory SOUTHCOAST INDUSTRIAL BANCAL

|Kwangta Elecrtic Phils Corp. hereby declares that the above -named foreign national is able, willing and qualified to perform the
service abd job description for the position. The company has intention to employ the said foreign national and apply for an

Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and Emnployement-Calabarzon Region located at

3/F Andenson Building lIParian, Calamba City

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly

Any Filipino jobseeker who is competent ,able and willing to perform the services for which the foreign national is intented to be
hired for, may file a objection at DOLE Regional Office No. IV located at 3rd and 4th Floor,Andenson Bldg. Il Brgy Parian,Calamba
City Laguna within 30 days after this publication

Please inform DOLE Regional Office No IV-A if you have any information on criminal offenses committed by the foreign nationals.

June 02, 2025
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Republic of the Philippines
Fourth Judicial Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Branch 127

Imus City, Cavite

CIVIL CASE No. 7610-25
For: Judicial Settlement and Partition of the Estate of the Late
Candido S. Samonte

MARIBEL S. LEGASPI,
GLADYS C. SAMONTE,
BARDIE C. SAMONTE and
MERRY MAGDALINE C.
SAMONTE,

Petitioners,

-versus-

JUANITA G. AQUINO,
JOSEPHINE A. SAMONTE,
CECILE A. SAMONTE, JANE A.
SAMONTE, the CIVIL
REGISTRAR GENERAL, the
CITY CIVIL REGISTRAR of Las
Pifias City, Metro Manila, the
REGISTRAR OF DEEDS FOR
THE PROVINCE OF CAVITE
and the CITY ASSESSOR OF
IMUS CITY, CAVITE,
Respondents.

PETITION

TO THIS HONORABLE COURT, Petitioners, by counsel,
most respectfully allege, that:

|
The Parties

Petitioner MARIBEL S. LEGASPI (“Maribel” for brevity)
is of legal age, Filipino citizen, married and residing at No.
034 Banker’s Village, Barangay Bucandala 2, Imus City,
Cavite, while Petitioners GLADYS C. SAMONTE, BARDIE
C. SAMONTE and MERRY MAGDALINE C. SAMONTE are
likewise of legal age, Filipino citizens and are represented
herein by Maribel by virtue of a Special Power of Attorney
(Annex “A”) they executed in her favor. Maribel may be
served with notices, pleadings, orders, judgment and other
processes of the Court through the undersigned counsel at
his given office address herein below indicated;

Private Respondents JUANITA G. AQUINO (“Juanita” for
brevity), JOSEPHINE A. SAMONTE (“Josephine” for brevity),
CECILE A. SAMONTE (“Cecile” for brevity) and JANE A.
SAMONTE (“Jane” for brevity) are likewise of legal age,
Filipino citizens and residents of 096 A. Mabini Street, Tuazon
Village, Pamplona 1, Las Pifias City, Metro Manila, where they
may be served with summons, notices, pleadings, orders,
judgment and other processes of the Court;

Public Respondents CIVIL REGISTRAR GENERAL and the
CITY CIVIL REGISTRAR of Las Pifias City, Metro Manila, are
impleaded as nominal parties and they may be served with
summons and other Court processes at their offices located at
CVEA Building, PSA Complex, East Avenue, Diliman, Quezon
City, Metro Manila and Las Pifias City Hall, Alabang-Zapote
Road, Las Pifas City 1740, Metro Manila, respectively;

Public Respondents REGISTRAR OF DEEDS FOR THE
PROVINCE OF CAVITE and the CITY ASSESSOR OF IMUS
CITY, CAVITE are also impleaded as nominal parties and they
may be served with summons and other Court processes at
Cavite Provincial Capitol Compound, Barangay San Agustin,
Trece Martires City, Cavite and Upper Ground Floor, City
Assessor’s Office, City of Imus Government Center, Barangay
Malagasang |-G, Imus City, Cavite, respectively;

I

The Complete Ultimate Facts

1. Spouses Bonifacio P. Samonte (“Bonifacio” for brevity)
and Lucina D. Santarin (“Lucina” for brevity) had seven (7)
children, namely, Candido, Irenea, Amalia, Arsenio, Cristina,
Rogelio and Margarita;

2. During the subsistence of their marriage, Bonifacio and
Lucina acquired two (2) parcels of land situated in Barangay
Bucandala, Imus City, Cavite, covered by Transfer Certificate
of Title No. T-213785 (Annex “B”) and Transfer Certificate of
Title No. T-38931,;

3. Lamentably, Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-38931 could
no longer be located as reflected in the Certification (Annex
“C”) issued by nominal Defendant Register of Deeds;

4. Bonifacio eventually died on November 26, 1986, while
Lucina passed away on March 17, 1989, evidenced by their
respective Certificates of Death (Annex “D” and “E”);

5. After Bonifacio and Lucina’s death, their seven (7) children, as
compulsory heirs, caused the consolidation and subdivision of
the cited parcels of land into six (6) lots and they were accordingly
issued a Consolidation Subdivision Plan Pcs-04-006249 (Annex
“F”) approved on February 4, 1992 by the Lands Management
Sector, DENR;

6. Thereafter, they executed on March 25, 1992, an Extrajudicial
Settlement of the Estate of the Deceased/Agreement of
Subdivision/Segregation and Consolidation (“EJS” for brevity,
Annex “G”);

7. In the said EJS, Lot 3 was assigned to Candido S. Samonte
(“Candido” for brevity), as agreed upon by and between the
siblings;

8. Candido was the firstborn child of Bonifacio and Lucina as
reflected in his Certificate of Live Birth (Annex “H”);

9. On account of the EJS, Transfer Certificates of Title Nos.
T-213785 and T-38931 were cancelled and were replaced
by other titles, one of which is Transfer Certificate of Title No.
314527 (Annex “I”) which was issued solely in Candido’s name,
including the corresponding Tax Declaration No. A-239-0010-
05727 (Annex “J”);

10. In the said title and tax declaration, there is a description
that Candido was “MARRIED TO JUANITA AQUINO”, which is
patently erroneous;

11. The truth is that Candido first contracted marriage with
GLORIA CALUMPANG (“Gloria” for brevity) on December 24,
1960, as shown in their Marriage Contract (Annex “K”);

12. Candido and Gloria had two (2) children, namely, Petitioner
Maribel and Orlando, evidenced by their individual Certificates of
Live Birth (Annexes “L” and “M”);

13. Candido and Gloria subsequently separated sometime in
1966, just months after Orlando’s birth. Orlando eventually
died on June 10, 2017, as reflected in his Certificate of Death
(Annex “N”), leaving behind his children, Petitioners GLADYS
C. SAMONTE (“Gladys” for brevity), BARDIE C. SAMONTE
(“Bardie” for brevity) and MERRY MAGDALINE C. SAMONTE
(“Merry Magdaline” for brevity);

14. Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline’s filial relationship with
Orlando are evidenced by their respective Certificates of Live
Birth (Annex “O”, “P” and “Q”");

15. On the other hand, Gloria had another relationship with a
different male partner whose surname was Sta. Teresa;

16. Despite the separation, it is clear that Candido and Gloria’s
marriage remained subsisting as it was neither annulled nor
declared void,;

17. Further, Gloria was not also declared presumptively dead by
any Court and yet, Candido contracted marriage with Respondent
Juanita G. Aquino (“Juanita” for brevity) on April 17, 1997, as
shown in their Certificate of Marriage (Annex “R”);
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First Cause of Action

18. Palpably, Candido’s marriage to Juanita on April 17, 1997
was BIGAMOUS since Gloria was still alive and she only passed
away sixteen (16) years later, on June 21, 2013, as reflected in
her Certificate of Death (Annex “S”);

19. Being bigamous, such marriage between Candido and
Juanita is thus void ab initio in keeping with Article 35 (4) and
Article 41 of the Family Code, which distinctly provides:

“Art. 35. The following marriages shall be void from the beginning:

Article 41;
(5) x x x;
(6) x x x.

Art. 41. A marriage contracted by any person during the
subsistence of a previous marriage shall be null and void, unless
before the celebration of the subsequent marriages, the prior
spouse had been absent, for four consecutive years and the
spouse present had a well-founded belief that the absent spouse
was already dead.

In case of disappearances where there is danger of death under
the circumstances set forth in the provisions of Article 391 of
the Civil Code, an absence of only two years shall be sufficient.”
(Underscoring supplied)

20. Invoking the above-quoted provisions, Maribel caused the
filing of a Petition for the Declaration of Nullity of Juanita’s void
marriage to Candido, despite the latter’'s death on March 28,

2020, as shown in his Certificate of Death (Annex “T”);

21. Maribel banked on the pronouncement of the Supreme
Court in the case of Estrellita Juliano-Llave vs. Republic of
the Philippines, et al. (G.R. No. 169766, March 30, 2011, citing
Nifal v. Bayadog, 384 Phil 661, 673 [2000]), thus:

“(Nt has been held that in a void marriage, in which no
marriage has taken place and cannot be the source of
rights, any interested party may attack the marriage directly
or collaterally without prescription, which may be filed even
beyond the lifetime of the parties to the marriage.” (Emphasis
added.)

22. Significantly, the Supreme Court has reiterated the
principle that “in a void marriage no judicial decree to establish
the invalidity is necessary” (Renato A. Castillo vs. Lea P. De
Leon-Castillo, G.R. No. 189607, April 18, 2016) and that the
Civil Code contains no express provision on the necessity of
a judicial declaration of nullity of a void marriage (People v.
Mendoza, 95 Phil. 845 [1954]); People v. Aragon, 100 Phil.
1033 [1957]), and Odayat v. Amante, 168 Phil. 1-5 [1977]);

23. Lamentably, the Petition for Declaration for Nullity of Void
Marriage was dismissed by Branch 22 of the Regional Trial
Court of Imus City, Cavite, as the issue should be raised in an
action for partition as held by the said Court;

24. Maribel is thus constrained to file the instant Petition
still seeking the declaration of nullity of Candido’s marriage
to Juanita because her property rights as well as that of
Orlando’s children had been unduly prejudiced because of the
bigamous marriage between Candido and Juanita;

\%
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25. Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline recognize
the rights of Respondents Josephine, Cecile and Jane, the
children of Candido with Juanita, to also succeed as their co-
heirs;

26. Thus, Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline
reached out to Josephine, Cecile and Jane so that they could
all agree to partition the parcel of land left by their father
Candido, covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-31527;

27. Regrettably, Josephine, Cecile and Jane refused to
cooperate as they insist that their mother, Juanita, should
also have her share in Candido’s estate — this was readily
declined by Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline as
they staunchly maintain that Juanita is not an heir because
her marriage to Candido is bigamous and thus, void ab initio;

28. In March 2023, Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry
Magdaline received a letter from Atty. Jocelyn A. Ong (Annex
“U”), representing Juanita, Josephine, Cecile and Jane,
inviting them for a meeting to amicably settle the estate of
Candido;

29. Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline did not
respond to the invitation and instead, they referred the matter
to this counsel who subsequently sent a letter dated May
25, 2023 (Annex “V”) to Josephine, Cecile and Jane, stating
therein, among others, that only the three of them may be
considered as co-heirs;

30. In behalf of Josephine, Cecile and Jane, Atty. Ong sent
her letter-reply dated May 31, 2023 (Annex “W”), which, this
counsel acknowledged receipt in his letter dated June 5, 2023
(Annex “X”);

31. There was a serious dispute on the supposed hereditary
share of Juanita and the impasse compelled Maribel, Gladys,
Bardie and Merry Magdaline to cause the filing of this Petition
for the judicial settlement and partition of Candido’s estate;

32. Specifically, Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline
seek the Court’s declaration that the four of them, as well as,
Josephine, Cecile and Jane are Candido’s sole surviving
compulsory heirs, exclusively entitled to Candido’s estate,
particularly the parcel of land covered by Transfer Certificate
of Title No. 341527;

Vv
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33. As heretofore stated, Transfer Certificate of Title No.
341527 and Tax Declaration No. A-239-0010-05727 are both
registered in the name of Candido, “MARRIED TO JUANITA
AQUINO”;

34. Again, this description is entirely false and inappropriate
since, at the risk of redundancy, Candido’s marriage to Juanita
is bigamous and hence, void ab initio;

35. Necessarily then, the Register of Deeds and the City
Assessor must be directed to cancel such description and be
replaced by “married to Gloria Calumpang”; issue a new title
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and a new tax declaration in the names of Petitioners Maribel,
Gladys, Bardie, Merry Magdaline, Josephine Cecile and Jane
as co-owners, indicating their proper shares in the subject
property in accordance with pertinent provisions of the Civil
Code and the Family Code on succession;

Compliance with Sections 3(b) and 6, Rule 7 of A.M. No.
19-10-20-SC otherwise known as The 2019 Proposed
Amendments to the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure

In compliance with the above-stated provisions of the Revised
Rules of Civil Procedure, this counsel herewith certifies that
he has read this pleading and all the pertinent documents
presented by the Petitioners and to the best of his knowledge,
information and belief, formed after an inquiry reasonable
under the circumstances:

a) Said documents are not being presented for any improper
purpose, such as to harass, cause unnecessary delay, or
needlessly increase the cost of litigation;

b) The claims, defenses, and other legal contentions are
warranted by existing law or jurisprudence, or by a non-
frivolous argument for extending, modifying, or reversing
existing jurisprudence;

c) The factual contentions have evidentiary support or, if
specifically so identified, will likely have evidentiary support
after availment of the modes of discovery under these rules;
and

d) The denials of factual contentions are warranted on the
evidence or, if specifically so identified, are reasonably based
on belief or lack of information;

36. In support of her Petition, Maribel executed her Salaysay
na Pang-Hukuman (Annex “Y”), wherein she substantiated
the material averments in this Petition. The said Salaysay
will be adopted as part of Maribel’s direct testimony and she
will personally identify the vital documents to the Honorable
Court;

37. In particular, Maribel will adduce the following documentary
evidence in support of her Petition cited herein as Annexes
“A” to “Z” listed below for ready reference:

ANNEX NATURE OF DOCUMENT PURPOSE

Special Power of Attorney executed by Gladys, Bardie

To prove that Maribel lawfully represents

“A” and Merry Magdalene in Maribel’s favor

Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdalene in the instant case

“B” Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-213785

To prove that Bonifacio and Lucina acquired this parcel of
land, which, after their death, was inherited by their heirs

“C” Certification issued by nominal Defendant Register of
Deeds

To prove that the Register of Deeds issued this Certification
stating that Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-38931 could no
longer be located

“D” Certificate of Death of Bonifacio

To prove that Bonifacio died on November 26, 1986

“E” Certificate of Death of Lucina

To prove that Lucina passed away on March 17, 1989

“F” Consolidation Subdivision Plan Pcs-04-006249

To prove that after Bonifacio and Lucina’s death, their seven
(7) children, as compulsory heirs, caused the consolidation
and subdivision of the two parcels of land into six (6) lots

“G” Extrajudicial Settlement of the Estate of the Deceased/
Agreement of Subdivision/Segregation and Consolidation

To prove that upon the death of Bonifacio and Lucina, their
children, Irenea, Amalia, Arsenio, Cristina, Rogelio and
Margarita caused the survey of the deceased couple’s
properties and then agreed to assign Lot No. 3 to their brother
Candido

“H” Certificate of Live Birth of Candido

To prove that Candido was the firstborn child of Bonifacio and
Lucina

“I” Transfer Certificate of Title No. 341527 issued solely in
Candido’s name

“J” Tax Declaration No. A-239-0010-05727

To prove that by virtue of the EJS, this title and tax declaration
were registered in Candido’s name, erroneously with the
description, “married to Juanita Aquino”

“K”  Marriage Contract between Candido and Gloria
Calumpang

To prove the fact of marriage between Candido and Gloria on
December 24, 1960

“L” Certificate of Live Birth of Maribel

“M” Certificate of Live Birth of Orlando

To prove that Maribel and Orlando are the children of Candido
“N” Certificate of Death of Orlando

To prove that Orlando died on June 10, 2017

“O” Certificate of Live Birth of Gladys

“P” Certificate of Live Birth of Bardie

“Q” Certificate of Live Birth of Merry Magdaline

To prove that Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline are the
children and surviving heirs of Orlando

“R” Certificate of Marriage between Candido and Juanita

To prove that Candido contracted a bigamous marriage with
Juanita on April 17, 1997

“S” Certificate of Death of Gloria

To prove that Gloria died on June 21, 2013, sixteen (16) years
after Candido and Juanita’s bigamous marriage on April 17,

1997

“I” Certificate of Death of Candido

To prove that Candido died on March 28, 2020

“U” Letter from Atty. Jocelyn A. Ong dated March 6, 2023

To prove that Atty. Ong sent a letter-invitation to Maribel, Gladys,
Bardie and Merry Magdaline for a meeting to settle Candido’s
estate

“V” Letter dated May 25, 2023 sent by this counsel to Josephine,
Cecile and Jane

To prove that this counsel sent a letter to Josephine, Cecile and
Jane, reiterating that only the three of them may be considered
as co-heirs

“W” Letter-reply dated May 31, 2023

To prove that Atty. Ong respondent to this counsel’s letter

“X” Letter dated June 5, 2023

To prove that this counsel acknowledged receipt of Atty. Ong’s
letter

“Y” Salaysay na Pang-Hukuman of Maribel Samonte-Legaspi
To prove that Maribel executed this judicial affidavit wherein
she declared the circumstances and presented supporting
documents to substantiate the material averments in this Petition.
“Z” Order dated February 28, 2023 of RTC Imus City, Cavite,
Branch 22 in Civil Case No. 7293-22

To prove that Maribel filed a Petition for Declaration of Nullity of
the marriage of Candido and Juanita but the same was dismissed
without prejudice.

PRAYER

IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, it is most respectfully prayed of
this Honorable Court that after due notice and hearing, judgment
be rendered -

1. Declaring the marriage of Candido S. Samonte and Juanita G.
Aquino solemnized at the Metropolitan Trial Court of Las Pifias
City, Metro Manila on April 17, 1997, as NULL AND VOID pursuant
to Article 35 (4) in relation to Article 41 of the Family Code;

2. Proclaiming Petitioner MARIBEL S. LEGASPI and the
deceased ORLANDO C. SAMONTE as children of Candido S.
Samonte conceived and born of a valid marriage;

3. Affirming Respondents JOSEPHINE A. SAMONTE, CECILE
A. SAMONTE and JANE A. SAMONTE as children of Candido S.
Samonte conceived and born outside a valid marriage;

4. Pronouncing Petitioners MARIBEL S. LEGASPI, GLADYS C.
SAMONTE, BARDIE C. SAMONTE and MERRY MAGDALINE
C. SAMONTE, as well as, Respondents JOSEPHINE A.
SAMONTE, CECILE A. SAMONTE and JANE A. SAMONTE
as the only compulsory heirs of the late Candido S. Samonte,
entitled to inherit the latter’s estate in accordance with the
pertinent provisions of the Civil Code and the Family Code;

5. Commanding the Registrar of Deeds for the Province of Cavite
and the City Assessor’s Office of Imus City, Cavite to correct
the marital status of Candido S. Samonte reflected in Transfer
Certificate of Title No. T-341527 and in Tax Declaration No. 09-
0010-10459 from “married to Juanita Aquino” to married to Gloria
Calumpang”;

6. Ordering Private Respondent Juanita G. Aquino to surrender
to Petitioner Maribel Samonte-Legaspi the owner’s duplicate
copy of Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-341527 and the original
owner’s copy of Tax Declaration No. 09-0010-10459;

7. Partitioning the estate of Candido S. Samonte composed
only of Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-341527 among his
heirs, namely, Petitioners MARIBEL S. LEGASPI, the HEIRS
OF ORLANDO S. SAMONTE, namely, GLADYS C. SAMONTE,
BARDIE C. SAMONTE and MERRY MAGDALINE C. SAMONTE,
and also Respondents JOSEPHINE A. SAMONTE, CECILE
A. SAMONTE and JANE A. SAMONTE in Accordance with
pertinent provisions of the Civil Code and the Family Code on
succession;

8. Ordering Private Respondents to pay the costs of suit.
Other just and equitable reliefs and remedies are also prayed for.
Imus City, Cavite, March 18, 2025.

(SGD) WILFREDO P. SAQUILAYAN

Counsel for the Petitioners

Attorney’s Roll No. 37653

2nd Floor Tia Maria Building IV

Km. 19 Gen. E. Aguinaldo Highway

Palico 2, Imus City, Cavite 4103

P.T.R. No. 2765332/January 2, 2025/City of Imus
Lifetime IBP Member Roll No. 017574/June 5, 2017
MCLE Compliance Certificate No. VII-0012720
Issued on March 16, 2022

Mobile No. 0917-502-4274

Office Telefax No. (046) 471-5360

Email Address: saquilayanbar@yahoo.com

VERIFICATION WITH CERTIFICATION
AGAINST FORUM-SHOPPING

I, MARIBEL S. LEGASPI, Filipino, of legal age, after having
been duly sworn in accordance with law, hereby depose and
say:

1. 1am one of the Petitioners in the above-entitled Petition and
the legal representative of Petitioners Gladys C. Samonte,
Bardie C. Samonte and Merry Magdaline C. Samonte, and |
caused the preparation of the foregoing Petitioner;

2. The allegations in the foregoing Petition are true and
correct based on my own personal knowledge, and based on
authentic documents;

3. The Petition is not filed to harass, cause unnecessary
delay, or needlessly increase the cost of litigation;

4. The factual allegations in the foregoing Petition have
evidentiary support after a reasonable opportunity for
discovery; and

| FURTHER CERTIFY:

5. That | have previously caused the filing of a Petition for
the Declaration of Nullity of Void Marriage between Juanita
G. Aquino and Candido S. Samonte, which was assigned to
Branch 22 of the Regional Trial Court of Imus City, Cavite, and
docketed as Civil Case No. 7293-22 but in the Order (Annex
“Z"), the same was dismissed without prejudice;

6. That aside from the cited case, | have not commenced any
other action or proceeding involving the same issue before
the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals or any other court,
tribunal or agency;

7. That to the best of my knowledge, no such action or
proceeding involving the same issue is pending before the
Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals or any other court,
tribunal or agency;

8. That should | hereinafter learn that a similar action or
proceeding has been filed or is pending before the Supreme
Court, the Court of Appeals or any other court, tribunal or
agency, | undertake to report the same within five (5) calendar
days therefrom to the Court or agency wherein the original
pleading and sworn certification contemplated herein have
been filed;

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto affixed my signature
this 18th day of March 2025 in Imus City, Cavite

(SGD) MARIBEL S. LEGASPI

Affiant

TIN ID No. 512-955-603-00000

Issued by the Bureau of Internal Revenue

JURAT

BEFORE ME, a Notary Public in and for the Province of Cavite,
appeared the person of MARIBEL S. LEGASPI, exhibiting
to me her above-cited Identification Card, presenting an
integrally complete instrument or document entitled Petition
consisting of fifteen (15) pages including this page but
exclusive of attachments, and is attested to be personally
known to me or identified by me though competent evidence
of identity as defined by the Rules on Notarial Practice of
2004, and she represents to me that the signature on the
instrument or document was voluntarily affixed by her for the
purposes stated in the instrument or documents as her free
and voluntary act and deed.

WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL on this 18th day of March
2025 in Imus City, Cavite

(SGD) PETER EMMANUEL C. LARA

Notary Public until December 31, 2026
Attorney’s Roll No. 71700

IBP Membership No. 487138/12-25-24

PTR No. 2765331/01-02-2025/Imus City

MCLE Compliance No. VII-0008578/01-24-2022

Doc. No. 424;
Page No. 085;
Book No. XLlI;
Series of 2025.

Ang Cavitefio Newsweekly
June 02, 09 & 16, 2025
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PH firm partners with ASEAN, DENR for
environmental conservation

By Christopher Hedreyda

OSAKA, Japan (PIA)
— A Philippine-based
conglomerate  is  among

the businesses leading the
cause in partnering with the
Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and
the Philippine government
to institute effective and
sustainable solutions for local

communities and  natural
resources.
During the Theme

Weeks initiative at the Expo
2025 Osaka where ASEAN-
Japan Centre, in coordination
with the ASEAN Secretariat,
invited key players in

biodiversity conservation and
partnering with governments.

One of which is the
Metro  Pacific Investment
Corporation (MPIC), a Filipino
company with core businesses
in key sectors throughout the
country.

For MPIC, efforts are
being done in three focus areas
— progress, people, and planet
and these three areas are also
anchored on their partnerships
with  ASEAN and the
Department of Environment
and  Natural  Resources
(DENR).

“Progress is

connected with the upliftment
Continued on page 2...

SRA seeks

emergency powers
to curb sugarcane
pest infestation

By Marita Moaje
MANILA - The Sugar
Regulatory ~ Administration

(SRA) is wurgently seeking
emergency powers and inter-
agency support to combat the
fast-growing infestation of
red-striped soft scale insects
(RSSI) in Negros Island,
home to over 60 percent of the
Philippines’ sugar production.

In a news release
on Monday, the SRA said
Administrator Pablo  Luis
Azcona  announced  the
alarming state of RSSI in
the “sugarlandia”, during
an inter-government agency
meeting on Sunday, as he
called for strict quarantine
measures on the movement of
canes and planting materials.

He said  studies
showed that the pest, which
was earlier monitored in
Luzon, might have been
accidentally brought in to
Negros.

“RSSI'’s presence
was first noted in end of
March in northern Negros

Occidental and was declared
an infestation in May 22 when
it spread in over 87 hectares.
After informing sugar farmers,
the spread reached 191
hectares as recorded on May
26, and to 255 hectares on
May 28,” Azcona said.

As of May 30, he said
the infestation almost doubled
to 424.82 hectares, which
prompted the SRA to seek
the help of other government
agencies, particularly the
Department of Agriculture
(DA), the province of Negros
Occidental and affected local
government units, and the
Bureau of Plant and Industry
(BPI) for quarantine measures.

Azcona said RSSI was
first detected in Luzon in 2022

and contained by 2024.
However, its
appearance in Negros,

considered the heart of the
sugar industry, is highly
concerning.

Azcona warned that
without swift action, the
infestation could seriously

Continued on page 2...
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Gov’t integrates P20/kg. rice into
‘Walang Gutom’ anti-hunger program

AFFORDABLE RICE. Members of vulnerable sectors, including senior citizens, line up to buy P20 kg. rice during the launch of the
Department of Agriculture’s “Benteng Bigas Meron Na” program at the Navotas Agora Complex in Navotas City on May 14, 2025.
The government is integrating the sale of PHP20 per kg. rice into the Department of Social Welfare and Development s Walang Gutom
Program to boost food access for poor families. (PNA file photo by Robert Oswald P. Alfiler)

By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA — The government
is integrating the sale of
PHP20 per kg. rice into the
Department of Social Welfare
and Development’s (DSWD)
Walang  Gutom  Program
(WGP) to boost food access for
poor families, Social Welfare
Secretary Rex  Gatchalian
announced Tuesday.

In a press briefing

in Malacafiang, Gatchalian
said the move was in line
with  President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr.’s directive for
government agencies to work
in a coordinated manner.
Gatchalian bared
he had met with Agriculture
Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel
Jr. to finalize the supply of
PHP20/kg. rice to Walang
Gutom accredited retailers.
These retailers,

including Kadiwa outlets and
small agri-cooperatives, are
the same outlets where WGP

beneficiaries redeem their
food credits.
“Bibigyan sila ng

supply ng bente pesos na bigas
para ‘yung credits nila, mas
marami silang mabili (They
will be provided with P20
rice so their credits can buy
more),” Gatchalian said.
Continued on page 2...



