
Senate impeachment court 
issues summons to VP Sara

Continued on page 3...

	 Escudero clarified that 
the return of the complaint 
was not a dismissal, and the 
impeachment process remains 
active.
	 “In a few minutes, with 
the issuance of the summons, it 
will be made clear that there 

of receipt.
	 Senate President 
and presiding officer Francis 
“Chiz” Escudero announced 
the issuance of the summons 
shortly after the chamber voted 
18–5 to return the complaint to 
the House of Representatives 
for clarification.

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA – The Senate, acting 
as an impeachment court, on 
Tuesday formally issued a writ 
of summons to Vice President 
Sara Duterte, directing her 
to respond to the articles of 
impeachment within 10 days Photo courtesy of Cavite Provincial Information Office
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PH consulate says Filipino nabbed 
in LA immigration crackdown
By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA – The Philippine 
Consulate General in Los An-
geles on Tuesday confirmed 

that a Filipino was among 
those arrested in an immi-
gration operation by United 
States authorities in Los Ange-
les, California.

	 Consul General Ade-
lio Angelito Cruz said the Fili-
pino immigrant had been sen-
tenced for theft and rape and 

Continued on page 3...

THE provincial government 
of Cavite’s medical and den-
tal mission was successfully 
conducted at the Bureau of 
Jail Management and Penol-
ogy (BJMP) facility in Naic, 
Cavite on May 30, 2025, ex-
tending much-needed health-
care services to a total of 347 
Persons Deprived of Liberty 
(PDLs).
	 The initiative was 
made possible through the re-
quest of the Vicarial Coordina-
tion Prison Ministry and San 
Isidro Labrador Parish, which 
actively support the well-be-
ing and rehabilitation of PDLs. 

The activity aimed not only to 
address their physical health 
needs but also to promote 
compassion and dignity for 
those currently behind bars.
	 With the unwavering 
dedication of medical profes-
sionals and volunteers, the ac-
tivity became an opportunity 
to extend public service to one 
of society’s often-overlooked 
sectors. It also reinforced the 
commitment of both church-
based and government insti-
tutions to uphold inclusive 
health services and restorative 
justice. ---JDP (Cavite Provin-
cial Information Office)

ON May 28–29, 2025, the 
Provincial Government of 
Cavite thru the Office of the 
Provincial Public Employment 
Service Manager (OPPESM) 
held the Career Fest 2025 
at De La Salle University 
– Dasmariñas (DLSU-D) 
High School Complex. In 
partnership with the DLSU-D 
administration, the event 
brought together graduating 
college students and alumni of 
the school for a two-day event 
focused on career preparation, 
employment opportunities, 
and government support.
	 Aimed at guiding 
students as they transition 
from campus to career, 

the event featured keynote 
addresses, career coaching, 
labor market insights, and job 
matching activities. DOLE 
Provincial Director Marivic 
B. Martinez graced the event, 
emphasizing the importance of 
career coaching for graduating 
students. She also encouraged 
participating employers to 
provide on-the-spot hiring to 
help jumpstart the careers of 
qualified applicants.
	 Cavite PESO Manager 
Rizalie Pinpin-Enero formally 
opened the program with 
welcome remarks, while Dr. 
Jeff S. Buenviaje, DLSU-D 
Director for Advancement 

Continued on page 3...

Healthcare services for 
PDl of BJMP Naic

Photo courtesy of Cavite Provincial Information Office

Senate President and presiding officer Francis "Chiz" Escudero  (PNA photo by Avito Dalan)



from anywhere,” said Aries 
Delos Reyes of DICT IV-A’s 
National ICT Planning, Policy, 
and Standards Bureau.
	 Delos Reyes added 
that the DICT has actively 
promoted the app through 
awareness campaigns, 
caravans, and hands-on 
cybersecurity training to help 
citizens not only adopt the 
app but also use it safely and 
responsibly.
	 He emphasized that 
the high number of downloads 
is a testament to the growing 
public trust in digital platforms 
for government transactions.
	 “With 1.8 million 
downloads and counting, the 

region is proving that digital 
governance is no longer a 
distant vision, but a present-
day reality powering a more 
connected and resilient 
Bagong Pilipinas,” he said.
	 Launched in June 
2023, the eGovPH Super 
App serves as a one-stop 
mobile platform for accessing 
government services. It hosts 
offerings from over 26 national 
and local government agencies, 
including digital versions of 
essential identification cards 
such as the ePhilHealth ID, 
National ID, and PRC ID.
	 “The eGovPH Super 
App is more than just a tool, it’s 
a platform for empowerment 

and equal access to public 
services,” Reyes added.
	 As the DICT 
celebrates the 2025 National 
ICT Month under the banner 
theme Digital Bayanihan, 
DICT IV-A remains committed 
to improving systems to 
further advance the region’s 
digital transformation.
	 “With the 2025 
National ICT Month kicking 
off this June with a face-to-
face cyber safety caravan, 
DICT Region IV-A celebrates 
not just the success of the 
eGovPH app, but also the 
growing momentum behind 
Digital Bayanihan,” Reyes 
said. (CM, PIA4A)

from page 121.8M...

8.9 percent.
	 DepDev reported that 
the industry sector—valued at 
Php 1.53 trillion—contributes 
the largest share in the Gross 
Regional Domestic Product, 
followed by the services 
sector at Php 1.42 trillion 
and the agriculture, forestry, 
and fishing sector at Php 138 
billion.
	 “ E c o n o m i c 
performance in the provinces 
is slightly influenced by 
manufacturing, infrastructure 
development, and sector 
diversification. With their 
industry-based economy, 
Laguna and Cavite, 
offer opportunities for 
residential and commercial 
development.”
	 Meanwhile, Batangas 
Province which hosts several 
power plants supplying the 
region also shows increasing 
growth potential in the tourism 
sector.
	 “Overall, the 
CALABARZON region’s 
economic growth is shaped 
by infrastructure and 
industry focused in the urban 
expansion.”
	 To sustain 
economic growth, DepDev 
recommended long-term and 
province-specific solutions. 

These include expediting 
critical infrastructure projects, 
diversification of economic 
activities, comprehensive 
economic partnerships, and 
modernizing the agriculture 
sector—particularly in   the 
provinces of Laguna and 
Cavite.
	 Meanwhile, the 
provinces of Batangas and 
Quezon were encouraged to 
invest further in the agriculture 
sector by modernizing 
agricultural practices, 
developing value-added 
processing, upgrading farm-
related infrastructure, and 
establishing agribusiness and 
agro-biotechnology centers.
	 On the other hand, 
Rizal Province—known 
for its burgeoning tourism 
industry–may further boost its 
growth by enhancing tourism 
infrastructure and integrating 
modern techniques and 
practices into its agricultural 
activities.
	 Housing major 
economic zones, the 
CALABARZON region 
contributes 14.7 percent to 
the National Gross Domestic 
Product, making it the second-
largest contributor in the 
country. (PB/PIA4A)

from page 12Industry...

hotline 1326 is the first line 
of defense for citizens who 
encounter scams, phishing 
attempts or fake social media 
posts.

from page 12DICT...
	 Meanwhile, beyond 
receiving calls, DICT is 
integrating hotline 1326 with 
the digital eGov application 
and eReport system, allowing 

Filipinos to report via phone, 
online forms or messaging 
apps -- all linked to a 
centralized database for swift 
government action.
	 Paraiso stressed 

beginning of GSM’s first 
phase of operations in the 
Philippines with an investment 
of USD500 million. Once fully 
operational, GSM is expected 
to create between 20,000 to 
70,000 high-quality jobs for 
Filipinos nationwide, with 
investments reaching a total of 
USD1 billion,” it said.
	 “The company will 
operate a hybrid model of taxi 
services combining manual 
hailing and app bookings, 
with drivers either employed 
full-time or partnering with 
GSM.”
	 GSM’s entry into 
the country’s taxi and TNVS 
sector, it said, is a major step 
towards the fulfillment of the 
Marcos administration’s goal 
of modernizing the public 
utility vehicle (PUV) sector.
	 “The introduction 
of VinFast electric taxis is 

By Raymond Carl Dela Cruz

MANILA – Vietnam-based 
Vingroup Corporation on 
Tuesday launched the Green 
and Smart Mobility (GSM) 
all-electric taxi and transport 
network vehicle service 
(TNVS) in Quezon City.
	 In a statement, GSM 
said an initial fleet of 2,500 
electric vehicles made by 
VinFast -- an automotive 
company under Vingroup 
-- will hit the roads of Metro 
Manila within the day.
	 GSM’s fleet will be 
made up of the VinFast Nerio 
Green, a compact electric 
vehicle with a range of 326 km. 
and equipped with advanced 
driver-assist systems and 
modern infotainment features, 
tailored for conditions in the 
Philippines.
	 “This marks the 

expected to set new standards 
in safety, service quality, and 
environmental impact by 
reducing carbon emissions 
and providing commuters 
with a convenient, app-based 
booking system that ensures 
transparency and ease of use,” 
it said.
	 During the launch, 
Special Assistant to the 
President for Investment and 
Economic Affairs (SAPIEA) 
Secretary Frederick Go said 
GSM’s entry into the country 
would be a “game changer for 
Philippine public transport.”
	 “It promises not only 
to modernize our transport 
system, but more importantly, 
to offer commuters a safer, 
more convenient and 
environmentally friendly 
transport option,” Go said. 
(PNA)

Vietnamese firm launches 
all-electric taxi service in PH

GSM LAUNCH. Executives from the Philippine government, Vingroup Corporation, and Green and Smart Mobility (GSM) during the 
launch of GSM's all-electric taxi and transport network vehicle service in Quezon City on Tuesday (June 10, 2025). Vietnam-based 
Vingroup is investing around USD1 billion to enter the Philippines' public transport sector through GSM. (Photo courtesy of GSM)

that the goal is to provide 
a seamless, multi-channel 
reporting system that puts 
the power to stop scams and 
misinformation into the hands 
of every Filipino.
	 Likewise, he said the 
DICT is partnering with the 
Presidential Communications 
Office (PCO) in terms of 
fact-checking to prevent the 
proliferation of fake news.
	 “Ito naman ang 
maganda, iyong partnership 
ho ng DICT, ni Secretary 
Henry Aguda at ni [PCO] 
Secretary Jay Ruiz. Napag-
usapan ho namin na ang 
PCO ho ang mangangasiwa 
pagdating sa (This is the good 
thing, the partnership between 
the DICT of Secretary Henry 
Aguda and PCO Secretary Jay 
Ruiz. We discussed that the 
PCO will be in charge when it 
comes to) fact-checking,” he 
said.
	 “The discussion 

was baka hindi akma or 
hindi tama na ang gobyerno 
mismo ang mag-fact-check 
pero dapat mayroong sistema 
ng oversight. Kumbaga 
government will be the fact-
checkers of the fact-checker. 
So, iyon ang pinag-aaralan 
nating sistema (The discussion 
yesterday was maybe, it is not 
appropriate or not right that 
the government itself should 
fact-check, but there should 
be a system of oversight. The 
government will be the fact-
checkers of the fact-checker. 
So, that is the system we are 
studying),” he added.
	 Through the 
collaboration, the PCO 
would pinpoint what is fake 
news and only then would 
DICT take action through the 
Cybercrime Investigation and 
Coordinating Center, which 
would hold the perpetrators 
accountable. (PNA)
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By Stephanie Sevillano

MANILA – The Philippine 
Coconut Authority (PCA) said 
Wednesday the coconut scale 
insect (CSI), also known as 
“cocolisap,” is not a threat to 
the coconut industry.
	 The PCA made the 
assurance despite the 516,962 
coconut trees affected by CSI 
in Calabarzon, Bicol, Western 
Visayas, Eastern Visayas, 
Zamboanga Peninsula, 
Northern Mindanao, Caraga, 
and the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) 
as of May 30.
	 In a press conference, 
PCA Administrator Dexter 
Buted said the affected area 
only accounts for 0.15 percent 
of the country’s 345 million 
coconut trees.
	 “Ito ay napakaliit na 
bahagi lamang ng kabuuan 
natin. Kaya maituturing natin 

na hindi ito isang banta sa 
pambansang antas (This is 
just a very small portion of the 
overall number. That’s why we 
can consider that this is not a 
threat on a national level),” he 
said.
	 The PCA said it has 
treated 355,859 of the 516,962 
infested coconut trees, 
estimating the damage from 
the infestation at PHP200 
million.
	 In 2014, the cocolisap 
infested more than 2.4 million 
coconut trees in 916 barangays 
in Calabarzon and Basilan.
	 PCA Deputy 
Administrator Roel Rosales, 
however, assured that they 
would not be complacent on 
the CSI spread to protect the 
country’s coconut production.
	 “With negligence and 
less intervention, there is still a 
possibility of disruptive effects 
within the environment. So, 
we’re very concerned. That’s 

why we are implementing 
mitigation measures,” he said.
	 On average, the 
Philippines produces about 15 
million metric tons of coconut 
each year, according to the 
Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA).
Intervention in place
	 Besides treatment 
protocol, which includes 
pruning, release of biological 
control agents, and 
fertilization, the PCA also 
cited intensified actions to 
eradicate the cocolisap and 
prevent its spread to other 
parts of the country.
	 Buted said the PCA has 

set up checkpoints across the 
country, started coordination 
with the University of the 
Philippines Los Baños (UPLB) 
for technical aid, established 
bio-control laboratories, 
and streamlined the release 
of funds for operational 
requirements.
	 PCA Deputy 
Administrator Lucius Jun-Jun 
Malsi said they have allocated 
PHP94 million to urgently 
address the threat in the local 
coconut industry.
	 “PHP60 million will 
focus on the eradication and 
mitigation of CSI and PHP34 
million for the eradication and 

PCA: ‘Cocolisap’ 
infestation not threat to 

PH coconut industry

is no such intention to dismiss 
the case,” Escudero said.
	 “There is every 
intention by this impeachment 
court to comply with the rules, 
at least insofar as the issuance 
of the summons under our 
Rules and during the 19th 
Congress,” he added.
	 Escudero emphasized 
that the vote earlier in the 
day did not constitute a ruling 
on whether the House of 
Representatives violated the 
constitutional one-year ban 
on multiple impeachment 
attempts, nor did it preempt 
the action of the incoming 
20th Congress.
	 “The intention is 
to give the prosecutors the 
opportunity to address legal 
concerns without wasting the 
court’s time or pre-judging the 
matter,” he said.
	 Under Article 7 of the 
Senate Rules of Procedure 
on Impeachment Trials, the 

issuance of a summons follows 
the formal organization of the 
court and the presentation of 
the articles of impeachment.
	 The Vice President 
is required to file her answer 
within a non-extendible period 
of 10 days from receipt of the 
summons and the complaint. 
Prosecutors, in turn, have five 
days to file their reply.
	 Escudero thanked 
the members of the Senate, 
particularly Senator Alan 
Peter Cayetano, for steering 
the court through what he 
called a “lively discourse” 
that enriched both the Senate’s 
records and the broader 
national debate.
	 “I am grateful we 
were able to conclude the first 
vote of the impeachment court. 
There will be many more in the 
coming weeks and months—
whether during the 19th or 
the 20th Congress,” he added. 
(PNA)

Senate... from page 1

from page 1 Career...
sessions led by OPPESM 
further enhanced student 
readiness, offering guidance 
on resume writing, interview 
strategies, and workplace 
expectations.
	 The event also featured 
a strong presence from various 
national government agencies 
including NBI, SSS, TESDA, 
DOLE, PSA, PhilHealth, Pag-
IBIG, and PhilPost, providing 
essential pre-employment 
services and support for 
attendees.

	 A total of 1,773 
students and alumni 
participated in Career Fest 
2025, making it a successful 
initiative in preparing 
young professionals for the 
competitive labor market. 
With the combined efforts 
of educational institutions, 
government partners, and 
the private sector, the event 
served as a vital stepping stone 
for many as they begin their 
careers.---A.Sarte (Cavite 
Provincial Information Office)

and Alumni Relations, gave 
a message of encouragement, 
motivating students to 
embrace the next chapter of 
their professional journey with 
confidence and purpose.
	 A key component of 
the event was the presentation 
of Labor Market Information 
(LMI) by DOLE staff. LMI 
provides critical data and 
projections on employment 
trends, helping students make 
informed career and education 
decisions. Career coaching 

mitigation of some other pest 
diseases,” he said.
	 Besides CSI, the 
PCA is also monitoring and 
mitigating the impact of 
coconut spike moth infestation, 
which has affected 20,163 
coconut palms in Calabarzon.
	 The Department of 
Agriculture, meanwhile, 
assured indemnification to 
affected farmers through the 
Philippine Crop Insurance 
Corp.
	 More than 3,000 
farmers are estimated to be 
affected in the 3,600 hectares 
of infested areas. (PNA)

was arrested at his residence.
	 “(Siya) ay hindi kasa-
ma sa raid na napapanood ng 
karamihan sa loob ng home 
depot center— hindi siya 
kasama doon. Siya ay naaresto 
dahil isa ito sa mga operasyon 
ng ICE - Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (He was 
not among those arrested in 
raids as some may have seen, 
majority in a home depot cen-
ter-- he was not among them. 
He was arrested in one of ICE 
operations),” he said in an in-

terview with GMA News.
	 Cruz did not provide 
details about the national’s 
identity upon the request of 
the next-of-kin for privacy.
	 He said the national is 
expected to be deported given 
his sentence and that the con-
sulate is ready to extend any 
necessary consular assistance.
	 Massive protests 
erupted in Los Angeles over 
the weekend over the Trump 
administration’s mass raids in 
the area. To date, Cruz said no 

Filipino has been reported ar-
rested in the protests.
	 “Ang mga nangyayari 
dito ay concentrated sa mga 
federal buildings, hindi ito re-
flective sa safety and security 
ng buong LA County or LA 
City itself (What is happen-

from page 1PH...

ing here are concentrated in 
federal buildings and is not 
reflective of the safety and se-
curity of the LA County or the 
LA City itself),” he clarified.
	 “Umiiwas naman ang 
ating mga kababayan, hindi 
sila pumupunta doon, hindi 

sila sumasama, so in general 
safe ang Filipino-American 
community dito sa LA (Our 
nationals are not taking part 
in the protests, so in general 
our Filipino-American com-
munity in LA is safe),” he add-
ed. (PNA)

‘COCOLISAP’ INFESTATION. The coconut scale insect (CSI) infests a coconut fruit and leaf in this undated photo. The Philippine 
Coconut Authority (PCA) on Wednesday (June 11, 2025) said the country’s robust coconut production remains unaffected as only 
0.15 percent of the country’s 345 million trees are affected by CSI, also known as “cocolisap.” (Photo courtesy of PCA)
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Surge of HIV cases alarming
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NEWSWEEKLY

EVEN those who are aware of 
their HIV status may avoid getting 
help for fear of being ostracized.
	 The Philippines is 
currently facing a silent but 
devastating epidemic. According 
to the Department of Health 
(DoH), the number of confirmed 
HIV (human immunodeficiency 
virus) cases in the country has 
surged by an alarming 500 
percent.
	 From January to March 
this year alone, an average of 57 
new HIV cases were recorded 
daily, making the Philippines the 
country with the fastest-growing 
HIV epidemic in the Western 
Pacific Region.
	 In light of this, the DoH 
has called on the government 
to declare a national public 
health emergency — a call that 
underscores the gravity of the 
crisis and the urgent need for 
collective action.
	 This dramatic rise in 
HIV cases is not just a statistical 
anomaly; it is a stark indicator 
of the social, medical, and 
institutional gaps that continue 
to hamper the fight against the 
disease.
	 It reveals that HIV is far 
from being a thing of the past. 
On the contrary, it is a present 
and growing threat that requires 
serious attention, especially 
in a country where stigma and 
misinformation continue to 
shroud the issue in silence and 
shame.
	 One of the most 
disturbing aspects of the surge 
is that it is largely driven by 
new infections among the youth, 
particularly among men who 
have sex with men (MSM). This 
indicates a serious deficiency in 
comprehensive sex education, 
awareness campaigns, and 
access to preventative tools such 
as condoms and pre-exposure 
prophylaxis (PrEP).
	 Despite the presence 
of modern medical tools and 
proven prevention strategies, the 
infection rate continues to climb 
— a sign that these resources 
are either underutilized or 
inaccessible to those who need 
them most.
	 Moreover, this crisis 

points to a broader societal failure 
to address the root causes of the 
epidemic. Cultural taboos around 
sexuality, inadequate public health 
education, and discrimination 
against the LGBTQ+ community 
create an environment where 
people are discouraged from 
seeking information, testing, and 
treatment.
	 Even those who are 
aware of their HIV status may 
avoid getting help for fear of 
being ostracized, leading to 
delayed treatment and continued 
transmission.
	 The DoH’s appeal for a 
national public health emergency 
declaration is not a political 
overreaction — it is a necessary 
step. Such a declaration would 
unlock resources, streamline 
interventions, and signal to all 
sectors of society that this crisis 
deserves immediate and sustained 
attention.
	 It would allow for the 
strengthening of HIV testing and 
treatment programs, the rollout 
of massive public awareness 
campaigns, and better integration 
of HIV prevention into public 
health policy and education.
	 This surge also tells us 
something profound about the 
disease: HIV is not just a medical 
issue — it is a mirror reflecting 
the weaknesses in our healthcare 
systems, our educational 
institutions, and even our cultural 
attitudes.
	 It exposes the 
vulnerabilities of our youth and 
marginalized communities. It 
challenges our complacency and 
reminds us that diseases don’t 
disappear just because we stop 
talking about them.
	 Now more than ever, the 
Philippines must confront HIV 
with urgency, compassion, and 
honesty. Ending the epidemic 
requires more than medical 
solutions — it demands a cultural 
shift, political will, and societal 
solidarity. The numbers are no 
longer just statistics; they are a 
call to action.
	 And if we do not act 
now, the cost will not only be 
measured in rising infection rates, 
but in lives lost to a disease we 
already know how to stop. (TDT)

Pitao Mindanao
Sa husay ng masa sa pagsuporta 
sa NPA kahit sa panahon ng 
labanan.
	 Tungkol sa kung anu-
ano, pero lalo’t higit sa alab at 
optimismo ng mga kasama. Sa 
kanilang malayong tanaw sa 
pagbibigay ng edukasyon sa 
masa. Sa kanilang malawak na 
pag-iisip sa pagbibigay-bigat sa 
pulitikal kumpara sa personal. 
Sa kanilang sigasig at sakripisyo, 
sa kabila ng sakit at katandaan 
ng ilan. Sa kanilang mga isip na 
bukas sa mga bagong bagay at 
demokratikong estilo sa masa 
at kasama. Sa pagpuna sa mga 
yunit na hindi nakakapagdulot ng 
pagbuti ng kabuhayan ng masa. 
Sa mahusay na pagkokombina ng 
mga nakakabata at nakakatanda.
	 May kumpirmasyon 
ang lahat ng kwentong ito: ang 
paglakas ng pakikibaka ng mga 
mamamayan ng Mindanao, 
kapwa sa pahayag ng militar at 
ng pamunuan ng NPA mismo. Sa 
kanilang parangal kay Pitao, pinuri 
nina Benito at Wilma Tiamzon, 
mga konsultant ng National 
Democratic Front, ang “di-
matitinag na rebolusyonaryong 
determinasyon at kapangahasang 
sumulong ng hukbo at kilusan sa 
Timog Mindanao. Ang rehiyon 
ang trumangko sa pagsulong ng 
armadong pakikibaka sa buong 
bansa sa nakaraang mahigit 10 
taon.”
	 Maging sa personal na 
antas, may mga kumpirmasyon. 
Iyung isa niyang dating kasama 
sa aktibismo na nagpasyang 
pumakat sa Mindanao, tipong 
malungkutin at may pinagdaanan 
pang depresyon noon. Pero ano’t 
puno ng saya, sigla, pag-ibig at 
aliwalas, natatawa na lang sa 
dating pagkatao ngayon? Iyun 
namang isa, dating maligalig 
sa personal, maangas sa 
pakikibaka, at maluho sa buhay. 
Pero ano’t magaan, kalmado 
at mas prinsipyado na ngayon 

UMUULAN ng parangal kay 
Leoncio “Ka Parago” Pitao, 
lider ng New People’s Army sa 
Mindanao, na napatay noong 
Hunyo 28. Kaya naman napaisip 
siya kung ilang beses na siyang 
nakapunta sa Mindanao. Isang 
beses lang, saglit lang, at halos 
walang kinalaman sa malakas 
na pakikibaka, na mayroong 
ligal at mayroong armado, ng 
mga mamamayan sa isla. Wala 
siyang direktang karanasan sa 
Mindanao. Ang mayroon lang 
siya ay mga kwento ng mga 
nakasama niya dati sa aktibismo 
na nagpasyang kumilos sa hanay 
ng mga magsasaka at Lumad 
doon.
	 At napakarami 
nilang kwento, na lagi nilang 
ibinabahagi nang puno ng 
rubdob ng damdamin ng mga 
rebolusyonaryo. Tungkol 
sa malawak na kalupaan na 
mapagkanlong sa NPA at 
mapanganib sa “kaaway,” sa 
militar. Tungkol sa mga lugar 
sa kagubatan na hindi pa sa 
kasaysayan natutuntungan ng 
militar pero kasing-pamilyar 
ng tahanan para sa mga NPA. 
Tungkol sa grabeng karalitaan ng 
mga magsasaka at Lumad: kapag 
kumakain ka raw ng biskwit, ang 
mga butil na nahuhulog ay agad 
pupulutin ng mga bata at isusubo 
sa kanilang bibig.
	 Tungkol sa mataas 
na diwang palaban ng NPA 
sa lugar. Sa husay nila sa 
paglulunsad ng mga taktikal na 
opensibang waring batay lang 
sa kanilang kapasyahan. Sa 
paghiling ng masa na lusubin 
ang mga dayuhang kumpanya ng 
pagmimina. Sa pananabik, bukod 
sa iba pang emosyon, nila sa mga 
operasyon ng kaaway dahil tiyak 
na makakakuha ng mga armas 
at bala. Sa lalong pagdami at 
paglakas nila noong itinodo ng 
militar ang pag-atake sa kanila, 
dahil direkta nila itong sinagupa. 

kapag nakakausap, masayang 
nagkukwento ng maya’t mayang 
pagkain ng kamote?
	 Sa kabila ng lahat, 
may mga kwento rin ng 
pagpapakumbaba. Madalas daw 
silang matanong kung ano ang 
bukod-tangi sa pakikibaka sa 
Mindanao, kung bakit ito lumakas 
at tuluy-tuloy na lumalakas. Ang 
sabi raw ng isang kasama, “Wala 
namang bago. Ipinatupad lang 
natin ang mga gabay, tagubilin 
at atas ng pamunuan.” Ang mga 
kasama’t kaibigan niya galing 
Mindanao, mapanghikayat sa 
lahat ng makausap: “Punta kang 
Mindanao, kailangan ka doon.” 
May isa pang nasabihan: “Dapat 
maranasan mong mamuno ng 
larangan. Masaya.”
	 Ito ang isang konteksto 
ng pagpatay ng militar kay Pitao: 
ang paglakas ng pakikibaka sa 
Mindanao. Kaya matagal na 
siyang gustong patayin pero hindi 
mapatay, mahalaga sa kanila 
pero madulas. Kaya mismong 
anak niyang si Rebelyn ay 
pinagmalupitan at pinatay. Kaya 
kahit maysakit at nagpapagaling 
ay hindi siya tinantanan, siyang 
tumanggi, ayon sa kanyang mga 
kasamahan, sa alok na mag-
medical leave ng NPA. Kaya 
napatay man siya’y hindi todong 
makapagdiwang ang militar, dahil 
alam nilang kaya silang ilang ulit 
na balikan.
	 Isang beses lang siyang 
nakapuntang Mindanao. Pero 
dahil sa napakaraming kwento 
mula rito tungkol sa paglakas 
ng pakikibaka sa kabila ng 
mga kahirapan at panunupil, 
napakalapit nito sa puso niya 
at mga kasama niya. At iyun 
ang unang hakbang patungo 
sa naantala pero tiyak niyang, 
nilang, pagpunta.

09 Hulyo 2015
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to delay the impeachment 
proceedings   – intentionally 
misinterpreting the law 
to serve vested interests – 
are the same MO used by 
corrupt government officials 
throughout the country to 
amass ill-gotten wealth, 
oppress the people, and 
destroy the environment in 
order to serve the interests of 
big business.
	 While the Senate 
President swears that there is 
no allegiance to, nor dislike 
for, the VP, we call on the 
people not to be fooled by 
the factional elite infighting. 
The Senate and the whole 
legislature have long served 
the interests of the few and are 
now a broken state institution. 
We call on the people to rally 
behind the remaining public 
interest and progressive public 
officials and reclaim the 
government for the workers 
and the people. Any vestiges 
of elite rule will not free us 
from the pangs of poverty and 
oppression.
	 A true people’s 
government allegiance must 
be to the Filipino people 
only, whose basic rights are 
trampled by powerful clans and 
dynasties like the Dutertes, the 
Marcoses, and the corporate 
elite who continue to profit 
from the perpetuation of the 
system of greed, oppression, 
and violence. The immoral and 
illegitimate wealth squeezed 
from the hard labor of ordinary 
Filipinos and the destruction 
of nature is the business model 
of elites and capitalists. A true 
people’s government must not 
be satisfied with looking at 
just the grand corruption and 
plunder of the vice presidency, 
but must include all plunder 
committed by all government 
officials.

	 The proliferation 
of political dynasties has 
weakened state institutions 
and legitimized cover-ups of 
the crime of plunder, taking 
away the huge fiscal space 
necessary to deliver public 
and basic social services for 
the ordinary citizen’s survival. 
Political dynasties that 
tenaciously cling to power at 
all costs are often in cahoots 
with big business to protect 
their common selfish interests. 
An exact example is BBM 
himself, who propped up the 
false narrative that fossil gas is 
a transition fuel when he signed 
the Gas Law; thus displaying 
his support for the oligarchs in 
the gas industry, dominated by 
greedy capitalists who show 
no regard for the people or the 
planet.
	 We urgently call 
on the Senate to fulfill its 
constitutional duty and 
immediately proceed with 
the VP’s impeachment trial. 
But it must not end there. 
All cases of plunder must be 
tried and investigated, and the 
authorities must implement 
the full force of the law 
without exemptions. We also 
hold the President and past 
governments accountable 
for perpetuating elite rule, as 
governments past and present 
have been unsurprisingly and 
consistently slow to demand 
accountability from erring 
public officials. 
	 Our calls for 
accountability and constant 
demands for justice are ways 
to end elite rule, responsible 
for the economic system that 
has created the multiple crises 
we now face as a nation. It 
is time for Filipinos to break 
free from the shackles of elite 
greed and oppression. (PMCJ)

language’s rich rice 
vocabulary is a testament 
to how culture shapes, and 
is shaped by, the words 
people use. Each term 
carries history, labor, and 

meaning, reflecting how 
we, Filipinos, put so much 
into rice, making it our life, 
sustenance, and heritage. 
(JLN/PIA-NCR)

As Multiple Crises Intensify, the Impeachment Trial Must 
not End With Sara; Investigate All Cases of Plunder! End 

the Tyranny of the Ruling Elite and Political Dynasties!

The lexicon of rice
By John Lester Naguna

(A lexicon primarily refers 
to a collection of words in a 
language, along with their 
definitions, serving as a 
reference for understanding 
the meanings of words and 
their usage.)
	 WHEN Filipinos 
talk of rice, we know it as a 
dietary staple in our country. 
At every table, a bowl of 
rice is always served, a 
blank canvas waiting to 
be partnered with many 
flavors. To some, a meal is 
not considered complete 
without it. 
	 And this is how it 
has been for hundreds of 
years up to the present.
	 This relationship of 
Filipinos and rice is nowhere 
more evident than in the 
Filipino language itself, 
where a dazzling array of 
terms for various forms of 
this grain unveils the very 
heart of the nation’s culture.
	 Victorino Manalo, 
chairperson of the National 
Commission for Culture 
and the Arts (NCCA), said 
that language is one of the 
many aspects that defines 
culture. As an example, he 
compared the lexicon of 
rice in English and Filipino 
language.
	 “Kung mapapansin 
mo, sa Ingles, isa lang ang 
ginagamit nilang salita 

para sa bigas. Rice. Kahit 
anong klaseng bigas, o 
anong parte ng paggawa 
o pagbuo o pagproduce ng 
bigas, wala silang salita 
kundi rice lamang,” Manalo 
said. “Pero sa Filipino, 
marami.”
	 (If you’ll notice, in 
English, they only use one 
word for rice. Rice. No 
matter what kind of rice, 
or what part of making or 
producing rice, they don’t 
have any other word than 
just ‘rice.’ But in Filipino, 
there are many.)
	 In any Filipino 
kitchen, rice is a woefully 
inadequate translation for 
the myriad forms it takes. 
	 Consider the 
journey of rice, Manalo 
explained, from its raw state 
to a cooked meal. “It begins 
with palay, the unhusked 
rice grain, still nestled in its 
protective sheath. This word 
evokes images of lush green 
paddies, the back-breaking 
labor of farmers, and the 
promise of a bountiful 
harvest.”
	 From palay comes 
bigas, he added. The husked 
but uncooked rice – the 
ubiquitous sack found in 
every Filipino home, 
ready to be transformed. 
The distinction between 
palay and bigas isn’t just 
botanical; it highlights the 
transformation, the human 

effort involved in preparing 
the grain for consumption.
	 “Once cooked, 
rice transcends a mere 
carbohydrate. Kanin is 
the most common term for 
cooked rice, the foundation 
of almost every Filipino 
meal. But even kanin has its 
nuances,” the official said. 
	 “Leftover rice, 
far from being discarded, 
becomes bahaw, a term that 
speaks to resourcefulness 
and a zero-waste mentality. 
Bahaw often finds new life 
as sinangag (garlic fried 
rice), a breakfast staple 
that embodies the Filipino 
ingenuity in making the 
most of every grain,” he 
added.
	 It’s a linguistic 
labyrinth that speaks 
volumes about the centrality 
of rice in Filipino daily life, 
its journey from farm to 
fork, and the deep-seated 
values it embodies
	 The lexicon of rice 
is a testament to the fact that 
rice isn’t just a commodity 
in the Philippines; it’s an 
intrinsic part of our cultural 
DNA. 
	 Manalo noted that 
this is not limited to the 
national language. Other 
regions like Ilocos also have 
many terms for their rice—
pagay, bagas, kan-in, kan-
on, mum-o.
	 The Filipino 

FROM the scorching heat in 
recent days, the Philippines 
is now inundated with rain, 
highlighting the intensified 
effects of the climate crisis. 
The recent political climate 
also worsened as the Senate 
seemingly delayed its 
convening as an impeachment 
court for Vice President (VP) 
Sara Duterte’s trial.   In both 
situations, immediate action is 
a must.
	 On February 5, 2025, 
the House of Representatives 
voted overwhelmingly 
to impeach Duterte with 
accusations ranging from 

corruption to involvement in 
an alleged plot to kill President 
Bongbong Marcos (BBM). It 
has been four months since the 
ball was in the Senate’s court, 
but the Senate leadership 
appears to be in no hurry. 
This reflects how the current 
administration responds 
to the nation’s demand 
for accountability, among 
others. While the processes 
are delayed, those primarily 
affected continue to suffer.
	 There might be more 
than just the 612.5 Million-peso 
confidential funds allegedly 
misused by Duterte as VP 

and Education Secretary. This 
injustice is a gross disservice 
to our underpaid teachers and 
the children who lack access 
to proper education.
	 The injustice extends 
to other areas such as public 
health, basic social services, 
and climate change adaptation 
and mitigation. That is why 
we called to scrap the current 
administration’s 2025 National 
Budget, as it is an illegal and 
corrupt budget that only serves 
to further sink the country into 
debt and suffering. 
	 The current Senate 
leadership’s maneuvers 

Photo courtesy of PIA
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Republic of the Philippines
Fourth Judicial Region
Regional Trial Court of Cavite
Office of the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff
New Justice Hall, J.P. Rizal Avenue, Kaybagal 
South, Tagaytay City

EJF NO. TG-23-084
FOR: Extrajudicial Foreclosure of 
Real Estate Mortgage under Act No. 
3135 as amended by Act No. 4118

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND
(otherwise known as Pag-IBIG Fund),			 
	
Mortgagee,		
						    
-versus-					   

MA. ROWENA J. ORDANIEL MARRIED TO
MARCELO LITO D. ORDANIEL,
Mortgagors/Borrowers,		
x------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

	 Upon Extra-judicial foreclosure sale under Act 
3135, as Amended by Act No. 4118, filed by Mortgagee, 
HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND (otherwise known 
as Pag-IBIG Fund), a government financial institution duly 
organized and existing under the laws of the Philippines, with 
principal office and place of business at The Petron Mega 
Plaza Building, No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City, 
pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Loan and Mortgage 
Agreement (“MORTGAGE”) executed and notarized on 
February 19, 1999 by Mortgagors/Borrowers, MA. ROWENA 
J. ORDANIEL married to MARCELO LITO D. ORDANIEL, 
both of legal age, Filipino citizen, with residence and postal 
addresses at (1) #142 Dangay St., Project 7, Quezon City, 
Metro Manila (2) Lot 49 Block 16, Rancho Imperial De Silang, 
Brgy. Tartaria, Silang, Cavite, in favor of the Mortgagee, 
over a real estate property including improvements thereon, 
described in and covered by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE 
OF TITLE NO. (T-835049) 19005 of the Registry of Deeds 
for Tagaytay City, in order to satisfy the outstanding loan 

obligation of the Mortgagors/Borrowers in the amount of FIVE 
HUNDRED TWENTY THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FORTY-
FIVE PESOS & 13/100 (Php 520,345.13), inclusive of interest, 
penalties and other charges, as of August 29, 2023, the 
undersigned Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional 
Trial Court of Cavite thru her deputy, Oliver N. Mendoza, will sell 
at public auction on June 19, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning 
or soon thereafter, at the New Hall of Justice of Tagaytay City, to 
the highest bidder, for Cash or Manager’s Check and in Philippine 
Currency, the following property with all its improvements 
thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (T-835049) 19005
Registry of Deeds for the Province of Cavite

“IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in the Mun. 
of Silang, Prov. of Cavite, bounded and described as follows:

A parcel of land (Lot 49, Blk. 16 of the cons./subd. plan, Pcs-
04-012899 being a portion of lot 8014, 8015, 8017, 8018, Cad. 
452-D, Silang Cad., lots 8016-A to 8016 H, Csd-04-006071-D, lot 
15709-A, Csd-042118-012810-D & lot Blk. 71, Pcs-04-011250, 
LRC Rec. No.  ), situated in the Brgy. Tartaria, Mun. of Silang, 
Prov. of Cavite. Bounded on the NE., along line 1-2 by lot 50 of 
Blk. 16; on the SE., along line 2-3 by Rd. lot 12; on the SW., along 
line 3-4 by lot 48; on the NW., along line 4-5 by lot 25; on the 
along line  5-1 by lot 24, both of Blk. 16, all of the cons./subd. plan 
Beginning at a pt. marked “1” on plan, being S. 66 deg. 02’E., 
4915.15 m. from BLLM No. 1, Cad. 452-D, Silang Cad.; thence S. 
24 deg. 07’E., 10.00 m. to pt. 2; thence S. 65 deg. 53’W., 7.00 m. 
to pt. 3; thence N. 24 deg. 07’W., 10.00 m. to pt. 4; thence N. 65 
deg. 53’E., 5.94 m. to pt. 5; thence N. 65 deg. 53’E., 1.06 m. to pt. 
1; beginning, containing an area of SEVENTY (70) SQ. METERS. 
All pts. referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on 
the ground by PS cyl. conc. mons. 15x60 cm.; bearings true; date 
of orig. survey, & that of the subd. survey, Aug. 1-30, 1997, & was 
approved on Dec. 5, 1997.

is registered in accordance with the provisions of the Property 
Registration Decree in the name of
MA. ROWENA J. ORDANIEL, married to MARCELO LITO D. 
ORDANIEL, both of legal age, Filipino.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the said 
date, it shall be held on June 26, 2025 without further notice.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate and verify for themselves the TRANSFER 
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (T-835049) 19005 the 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above stated time and date.

Tagaytay City, Philippines, April 29, 2025.

ATTY. VARBRA ANN A. VARIAS-DIMAYUGA
Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheriff

OLIVER N. MENDOZA
Sheriff-in-Charge

Copy Furnished:

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND
(otherwise known as Pag-IBIG Fund)
Petitioner/Mortgagee
The Petron Mega Plaza Building No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat 
Avenue, Makati City

MARIA VICTORIA D. CAPIRAL 
C/O ATTY. SIMEON P. MADRID
S.P. MADRID & ASSOCIATES
Representative of the Mortgagee
5th Floor Bedrock Building, Kayumanggi Center,
Commonwealth Ave., Matandang Balara, Quezon City

MA. ROWENA J. ORDANIEL married to
MARCELO LITO D. ORDANIEL
Mortgagors/Borrowers
(1) #142 Dangay St., Project 7, Quezon City, Metro Manila 
(2) Lot 49 Block 16, Rancho Imperial De Silang, Brgy. Tartaria, 
Silang, Cavite

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE, 
DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF THE AUCTION SALE 
UNDER THE PENALTY OF LAW

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
May 26, June 02 & 09, 2025

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
Fourth Judicial Region
Regional Trial Court
Office of the Clerk of Court
Imus, Cavite
Extra-Judicial Foreclosure of Real
Estate Mortgage Under Act No.
3135, as Amended, Republic Act No. 4118
FC CASE NO. 19400-25

CHINA BANK SAVINGS, INC.,
Mortgagee,

-versus- 				  
	
SPS. WILSON M. MONTON AND
ANA CRISTINA M. MONTON,
Mortgagors/Borrower.		
x--------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135 as 
amended by Act 4118 filed by CHINA BANK SAVINGS, INC., 
mortgagee, with principal office address at 12th Floor China 
Bank Saving Bldg. No. 314 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City, 
against SPS. WILSON M. MONTON AND ANA CRISTINA M. 
MONTON, mortgagor/borrower, with residence address at 
1490 Dr. I. Benitez St., Paco, Manila and/or Blk 9, Lot 6, Bangui 
St., The Veraneo Subd., Brgy. San Sebastian, Kawit, Cavite, to 
satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of March 31, 2025 
amounts to ONE MILLION THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY 
NINE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED EIGHT PESOS & 95/100 
(P 1,379,108.95) Philippine Currency, including interest and 
penalty charges, but excluding attorney’s fees, sheriff’s fees 
and all other charges incidental to this foreclosure and sale, 

the undersigned Sheriff IV will sell at Public Auction on July 
1, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. or soon thereafter at the main entrance 
of the Office of the Clerk of Court, Bulwagan Ng Katarungan, 
Aguinaldo Highway, Imus, Cavite, to the highest bidder, for cash 
and in Philippine Currency, the following property with all the 
improvements therein, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 071-2016003126

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in 
BARANGAY OF SAN SEBASTIAN, MUNICIPALITY OF KAWIT, 
PROVINCE OF CAVITE, ISLAND OF LUZON, bounded and 
described as follows:
A PARCEL OF LAND (LOT 6 BLK 9 OF THE SUBDIVISION 
PLAN PSD-04-216770, BEING A PORTION OF LOT 1, PCS-
04-025923, LRC REC. NO. N-11613), SITUATED IN BRGY. OF 
SAN SEBASTIAN, MUN. OF KAWIT, PROVINCE OF CAVITE, 
ISLAND OF LUZON. BOUNDED ON THE SW., ALONG LINE 
1-2 BY LOT 5; ON THE NW., ALONG LINE 2-3 BY LOT 21; 
ALONG LINE 3-4 BY LOT 20, ON THE NE., ALONG LINE 4-5 
BY LOT 7, ALL OF BLK. 9; AND ON THE SE., ALONG LINE 5-1 
BY ROAD LOT 7 (8.00 M. WIDE), ALL OF THE SUBDIVISION 
PLAN. BEGINNING AT A POINT MARKED 1 ON PLAN, BEING 
S. 30-46W., 4502.79 M. FROM BLLM NO. 3, CAD.203, KAWIT 
CADASTRE. THENCE N. 27-38W. 20.11 M. TO PT. 2; THENCE 
N. 65-33E. 1.16 M. TO PT. 3; THENCE N. 65-33E. 6.85 M. TO 
PT. 4; THENCE S. 27-38E. 19.67 M. TO PT. 5; THENCE S. 
62-22W. 8.00 M. TO THE PT. OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 
AN AREA OF ONE HUNDRED FIFTY NINE (159) SQUARE 
METERS, MORE OR LESS. ALL POINTS REFERRED TO 
ARE INDICATED ON THE PLAN AND ARE MARKED ON THE 
GROUND BY PS CYL. CONC. MONS 15X40 CM; BEARINGS 
TRUE; DATE OF ORIGINAL SURVEY; FEB. 1&29, 1956 AND 
THAT OF THE SUBDIVISION SURVEY; JUNE 25-30, 2010 & 
WAS APPROVED ON OCTOBER 1, 2010.

All sealed bid must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date, it shall be held on July 8, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. without 
prior notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate 
for themselves the title to the said property and encumbrances 
thereon if any there be.

Imus, Cavite, Philippines, May 6, 2025.

ANSELMO P. PAGUNSAN, JR.
Sheriff IV

Approved:	
ARMIE A. FRANCISCO
Clerk of Court VI 

Copy Furnished:
CHINA BANK SAVINGS, INC.,
12th Floor China Bank Saving Bldg. No. 314 Sen. Gil Puyat 
Ave., Makati City

SPS. WILSON M. MONTON AND ANA CRISTINA M. 
MONTON 
1490 Dr. I. Benitez St., Paco, Manila 
Blk 9, Lot 6, Bangui St., The Veraneo Subd., Brgy. San 
Sebastian, Kawit, Cavite

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
May 26, June 02 & 09, 2025
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
TRECE MARTIRES CITY

FORECLOSURE CASE NO. F-317-25

BDO UNIBANK, INC.,
Mortgagee,
		
-versus-

SPS. RON JOSHUA D. TAAL AND JHOAN G. TAAL,
Debtors/Mortgagors.
x---------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135, as 
amended by Act 4118, filed by Mortgagee, BDO UNIBANK, 
INC., with business address at 33/F BDO Corporate Center 
Ortigas, #12 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City, against the 
Debtors/Mortgagors, SPS. RON JOSHUA D. TAAL AND 
JHOAN G. TAAL, of legal age, Filipino and with postal 
address at (1) #12952 Blk. 9, Eusebio Avenue, Nagpayong II, 
Pinagbuhatan, Pasig City (status: occupied by addressee); 
and with collateral address located at: (2) Lot 2, Blk. 20, 
Camella Tanza, Brgy. Bagtas, Tanza, Cavite (status: 
abandoned property), to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness 
as of February 28, 2025 amounts to ONE MILLION SIX 
HUNDRED THIRTY-SIX THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED 
ELEVEN PESOS AND 79/100 (Php1,636,711.79) inclusive 
of interest and other charges, attorney’s fees and expenses 
of foreclosure, the undersigned Sheriff will set at public 
auction on July 1, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning 
until 12:00 noon at the main entrance of the Government 
Center Building located at the Provincial Capitol Compound, 
Trece Martires City, to the highest bidder for CASH and in 
Philippine Currency the following described property with all 
the improvements thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 057-2021039309

LOT NO: 2,  BLOCK NO: 20,  PLAN NO: PSD-04-225971
PORTION OF:  LOT 2051-F, PSD-04-166835 ; LRC 
RECORD NO. 6832
LOCATION:  BARANGAY OF BAGTAS, MUNICIPALITY OF 
TANZA, PROVINCE OF CAVITE

BOUNDARIES:

LINE  DIRECTION  ADJOINING LOT(S)

1-2  NE  ROAD LOT 18, PSD-04-225971
2-3  SE  LOT 3, BLOCK 20, PSD-04-225971
3-4  SW  LOT 73, BLOCK 20, PSD-04-225971
4-5     LOT 74, BLOCK 20, PSD-04-225971
5-1  NW  LOT 1, BLOCK 20, PSD-04-225971

AREA:  THIRTY SIX (36) SQ.M.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above-stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date and time, it shall be held on July 15, 2025 without 
further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, June 3, 2025.

ANDRES B. ESPINA
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:

BDO UNIBANK, INC.
CONSUMER BANKING GROUP – CONSUMER 
REMEDIAL MANAGEMENT
33/F BDO Corporate Center Ortigas, #12 ADB Avenue, 
Mandaluyong City

SPS. RON JOSHUA D. TAAL AND JHOAN G. TAAL 
(1) #12952 Blk. 9, Eusebio Avenue, Nagpayong II, 
Pinagbuhatan, Pasig City 
(status: occupied by addressee); and with collateral address 
located at: 
(2) Lot 2, Blk. 20, Camella Tanza, Brgy. Bagtas, Tanza, 
Cavite (status: abandoned property)

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO 
REMOVE, DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF 
EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF 
SALE

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly 
June 09, 16 & 23, 2025

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
TRECE MARTIRES CITY

FORECLOSURE CASE NO. F-325-25

BDO UNIBANK, INC.,
Mortgagee,
		
-versus-

PAUL DANIELLE L. CAROLINO,
Debtor/Mortgagor.
x---------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135, as 
amended by Act 4118, filed by Mortgagee, BDO UNIBANK, 
INC., with business address at 33/F BDO Corporate Center 
Ortigas, #12 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City, against the 
Debtor/Mortgagor, PAUL DANIELLE L. CAROLINO, of 
legal age, Filipino and with postal address at (1) Block 13 
Lot 17 Westwood Phase 2 Brgy. Pasong Camachile Gen. 
Trias Cavite (abandoned); and (2) #2219-C Dimasalang 
Ext. Street, Brgy. Baclaran Parañaque City (occupied 
by 3rd party), to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness as 
of February 28, 2025 amounts to TWO MILLION FIVE 
HUNDRED THREE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SIXTY-
SEVEN PESOS AND 71/100 (Php2,503,167.71) inclusive of 
interest and other charges, attorney’s fees and expenses 
of foreclosure, the undersigned Sheriff will set at public 
auction on July 1, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning 
until 12:00 noon at the main entrance of the Government 
Center Building located at the Provincial Capitol Compound, 
Trece Martires City, to the highest bidder for CASH and in 
Philippine Currency the following described property with all 
the improvements thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 057-2021017595

LOT NO: 17,  BLOCK NO: 13,  PLAN NO: PCS-04-030704
PORTION OF:  BLOCK 26, PCS-04-029303; LOT 1941 
(FRS-04-005432) & LOT 2230, (FRS-04-005414) ALL OF 
SAN FRANCISCO DE MALABON ESTATE, DECREED NO. 
4270, LRC REC. NO. 5964
LOCATION:  BARANGAY OF PASONG CAMACHILE II, 
CITY OF GEN. TRIAS, PROVINCE OF CAVITE, ISLAND 
OF LUZON

BOUNDARIES:

LINE  DIRECTION  ADJOINING LOT(S)

1-2  NW  LOT 19, BLOCK 13, PCS-04-030704
2-3  NE  ROAD LOT 16, PCS-04-030704
3-4  SE  LOT 15, BLOCK 13, PCS-04-030704
4-1  SW  LOT 16, BLOCK 13, PCS-04-030704

AREA:  FIFTY (50) SQUARE METERS, MORE OR LESS

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above-stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date and time, it shall be held on July 15, 2025 without 
further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, June 3, 2025.

RICARDO A. TOLEDO
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:

BDO UNIBANK, INC.
CONSUMER BANKING GROUP – CONSUMER 
REMEDIAL MANAGEMENT
33/F BDO Corporate Center Ortigas, #12 ADB Avenue, 
Mandaluyong City

PAUL DANIELLE L. CAROLINO 
(1) Block 13 Lot 17 Westwood Phase 2 Brgy. Pasong 
Camachile Gen. Trias Cavite (abandoned); and 
(2) #2219-C Dimasalang Ext. Street, Brgy. Baclaran 
Parañaque City (occupied by 3rd party)

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO 
REMOVE, DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF 
EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF 
SALE

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly 
June 09, 16 & 23, 2025

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
TRECE MARTIRES CITY

FORECLOSURE CASE NO. F-287-25

BDO UNIBANK, INC.,
Mortgagee,
		
-versus-

ARJEL P. DELATINA,
Debtor/Mortgagor.
x---------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135, as 
amended by Act 4118, filed by Mortgagee, BDO UNIBANK, 
INC., with business address at 33/F BDO Corporate Center 
Ortigas, #12 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City, against the 
Debtor/Mortgagor, ARJEL P. DELATINA, of legal age, 
Filipino and with postal address at (1) No. 4416 E. Santos 
Street, Brgy. Pinagbuhatan, Pasig City (occupied by third 
party); and (2) Lot 18 Block 4, Road Lot 5, Westwood 
Phase 4, Lancaster New City, Brgy. Pasong Camachile 
II, Gen. Trias, Cavite (occupied by mortgagor), to satisfy 
the mortgage indebtedness as of February 28, 2025 
amounts to THREE MILLION EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY 
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED ELEVEN PESOS AND 
48/100 (Php3,860,711.48) inclusive of interest and other 
charges, attorney’s fees and expenses of foreclosure, the 
undersigned Sheriff will set at public auction on July 1, 
2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning until 12:00 noon at the 
main entrance of the Government Center Building located 
at the Provincial Capitol Compound, Trece Martires City, 
to the highest bidder for CASH and in Philippine Currency 
the following described property with all the improvements 
thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 057-2021000904

LOT NO: 18,  BLOCK NO: 4,  PLAN NO: PCS-04-031691
PORTION OF:  BLOCK 25, PCS-04-029303; BLOCK 17, 
PCS-04-030704 & LOT 1940, SFDM ESTATE, DECREED 
NO. 4270, LRC REC. NO. 5964
LOCATION:  BARANGAY OF PASONG CAMACHILE II, 
CITY OF GEN. TRIAS, PROVINCE OF CAVITE, ISLAND 
OF LUZON

BOUNDARIES:

LINE  DIRECTION  ADJOINING LOT(S)

1-2  SE  ROAD LOT 5, PCS-04-031691
2-3  SW  LOT 19, BLOCK 4, PCS-04-031691
3-4  NW  LOT 1, BLOCK 14, PCS-04-031691
4-1  NE  LOT 17, BLOCK 4, PCS-04-031691

AREA:  FIFTY (50) SQUARE METERS, MORE OR LESS

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above-stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date and time, it shall be held on July 15, 2025 without 
further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, June 3, 2025.

JOSELITO L. ARANDA
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:

BDO UNIBANK, INC.
CONSUMER BANKING GROUP – CONSUMER 
REMEDIAL MANAGEMENT
33/F BDO Corporate Center Ortigas, #12 ADB Avenue, 
Mandaluyong City

ARJEL P. DELATINA 
(1) No. 4416 E. Santos Street, Brgy. Pinagbuhatan, Pasig 
City (occupied by third party); and 
(2) Lot 18 Block 4, Road Lot 5, Westwood Phase 4, 
Lancaster New City, Brgy. Pasong Camachile II, Gen. Trias, 
Cavite (occupied by mortgagor)

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO 
REMOVE, DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF 
EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF 
SALE

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly 
June 09, 16 & 23, 2025
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Republic of the Philippines
Fourth Judicial Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Branch 127
Imus City, Cavite

CIVIL CASE No. 7610-25
For: Judicial Settlement and Partition of the Estate of the Late 
Candido S. Samonte

MARIBEL S. LEGASPI,
GLADYS C. SAMONTE,
BARDIE C. SAMONTE and
MERRY MAGDALINE C.
SAMONTE,
Petitioners,

-versus-

JUANITA G. AQUINO,
JOSEPHINE A. SAMONTE,
CECILE A. SAMONTE, JANE A.
SAMONTE, the CIVIL
REGISTRAR GENERAL, the
CITY CIVIL REGISTRAR of Las
Piñas City, Metro Manila, the
REGISTRAR OF DEEDS FOR 
THE PROVINCE OF CAVITE
and the CITY ASSESSOR OF
IMUS CITY, CAVITE,
Respondents.
x----------------------x

P E T I T I O N

TO THIS HONORABLE COURT, Petitioners, by counsel, 
most respectfully allege, that:

I
The Parties

Petitioner MARIBEL S. LEGASPI (“Maribel” for brevity) 
is of legal age, Filipino citizen, married and residing at No. 
034 Banker’s Village, Barangay Bucandala 2, Imus City, 
Cavite, while Petitioners GLADYS C. SAMONTE, BARDIE 
C. SAMONTE and MERRY MAGDALINE C. SAMONTE are 
likewise of legal age, Filipino citizens and are represented 
herein by Maribel by virtue of a Special Power of Attorney 
(Annex “A”) they executed in her favor. Maribel may be 
served with notices, pleadings, orders, judgment and other 
processes of the Court through the undersigned counsel at 
his given office address herein below indicated;

Private Respondents JUANITA G. AQUINO (“Juanita” for 
brevity), JOSEPHINE A. SAMONTE (“Josephine” for brevity), 
CECILE A. SAMONTE (“Cecile” for brevity) and JANE A. 
SAMONTE (“Jane” for brevity) are likewise of legal age, 
Filipino citizens and residents of 096 A. Mabini Street, Tuazon 
Village, Pamplona 1, Las Piñas City, Metro Manila, where they 
may be served with summons, notices, pleadings, orders, 
judgment and other processes of the Court;

Public Respondents CIVIL REGISTRAR GENERAL and the 
CITY CIVIL REGISTRAR of Las Piñas City, Metro Manila, are 
impleaded as nominal parties and they may be served with 
summons and other Court processes at their offices located at 
CVEA Building, PSA Complex, East Avenue, Diliman, Quezon 
City, Metro Manila and Las Piñas City Hall, Alabang-Zapote 
Road, Las Piñas City 1740, Metro Manila, respectively;

Public Respondents REGISTRAR OF DEEDS FOR THE 
PROVINCE OF CAVITE and the CITY ASSESSOR OF IMUS 
CITY, CAVITE are also impleaded as nominal parties and they 
may be served with summons and other Court processes at 
Cavite Provincial Capitol Compound, Barangay San Agustin, 
Trece Martires City, Cavite and Upper Ground Floor, City 
Assessor’s Office, City of Imus Government Center, Barangay 
Malagasang I-G, Imus City, Cavite, respectively;

II
The Complete Ultimate Facts
1. Spouses Bonifacio P. Samonte (“Bonifacio” for brevity) 
and Lucina D. Santarin (“Lucina” for brevity) had seven (7) 
children, namely, Candido, Irenea, Amalia, Arsenio, Cristina, 
Rogelio and Margarita;

2. During the subsistence of their marriage, Bonifacio and 
Lucina acquired two (2) parcels of land situated in Barangay 
Bucandala, Imus City, Cavite, covered by Transfer Certificate 
of Title No. T-213785 (Annex “B”) and Transfer Certificate of 
Title No. T-38931;

3. Lamentably, Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-38931 could 
no longer be located as reflected in the Certification (Annex 
“C”) issued by nominal Defendant Register of Deeds;

4. Bonifacio eventually died on November 26, 1986, while 
Lucina passed away on March 17, 1989, evidenced by their 
respective Certificates of Death (Annex “D” and “E”);

5. After Bonifacio and Lucina’s death, their seven (7) children, as 
compulsory heirs, caused the consolidation and subdivision of 
the cited parcels of land into six (6) lots and they were accordingly 
issued a Consolidation Subdivision Plan Pcs-04-006249 (Annex 
“F”) approved on February 4, 1992 by the Lands Management 
Sector, DENR;

6. Thereafter, they executed on March 25, 1992, an Extrajudicial 
Settlement of the Estate of the Deceased/Agreement of 
Subdivision/Segregation and Consolidation (“EJS” for brevity, 
Annex “G”);

7. In the said EJS, Lot 3 was assigned to Candido S. Samonte 
(“Candido” for brevity), as agreed upon by and between the 
siblings;

8. Candido was the firstborn child of Bonifacio and Lucina as 
reflected in his Certificate of Live Birth (Annex “H”); 

9. On account of the EJS, Transfer Certificates of Title Nos. 
T-213785 and T-38931 were cancelled and were replaced 
by other titles, one of which is Transfer Certificate of Title No. 
314527 (Annex “I”) which was issued solely in Candido’s name, 
including the corresponding Tax Declaration No. A-239-0010-
05727 (Annex “J”);

10. In the said title and tax declaration, there is a description 
that Candido was “MARRIED TO JUANITA AQUINO”, which is 
patently erroneous;

11. The truth is that Candido first contracted marriage with 
GLORIA CALUMPANG (“Gloria” for brevity) on December 24, 
1960, as shown in their Marriage Contract (Annex “K”);

12. Candido and Gloria had two (2) children, namely, Petitioner 
Maribel and Orlando, evidenced by their individual Certificates of 
Live Birth (Annexes “L” and “M”);

13. Candido and Gloria subsequently separated sometime in 
1966, just months after Orlando’s birth. Orlando eventually 
died on June 10, 2017, as reflected in his Certificate of Death 
(Annex “N”), leaving behind his children, Petitioners GLADYS 
C. SAMONTE (“Gladys” for brevity), BARDIE C. SAMONTE 
(“Bardie” for brevity) and MERRY MAGDALINE C. SAMONTE 
(“Merry Magdaline” for brevity);

14. Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline’s filial relationship with 
Orlando are evidenced by their respective Certificates of Live 
Birth (Annex “O”, “P” and “Q”);

15. On the other hand, Gloria had another relationship with a 
different male partner whose surname was Sta. Teresa;

16. Despite the separation, it is clear that Candido and Gloria’s 
marriage remained subsisting as it was neither annulled nor 
declared void;

17. Further, Gloria was not also declared presumptively dead by 
any Court and yet, Candido contracted marriage with Respondent 
Juanita G. Aquino (“Juanita” for brevity) on April 17, 1997, as 
shown in their Certificate of Marriage (Annex “R”);
 
III
First Cause of Action

18. Palpably, Candido’s marriage to Juanita on April 17, 1997 
was BIGAMOUS since Gloria was still alive and she only passed 
away sixteen (16) years later, on June 21, 2013, as reflected in 
her Certificate of Death (Annex “S”);

19. Being bigamous, such marriage between Candido and 
Juanita is thus void ab initio in keeping with Article 35 (4) and 
Article 41 of the Family Code, which distinctly provides:

“Art. 35. The following marriages shall be void from the beginning:
(1) x x x;
(2) x x x;
(3) x x x; 
(4) Those bigamous or polygamous marriages not falling under 
Article 41;
(5) x x x;
(6) x x x.

Art. 41. A marriage contracted by any person during the 
subsistence of a previous marriage shall be null and void, unless 
before the celebration of the subsequent marriages, the prior 
spouse had been absent, for four consecutive years and the 
spouse present had a well-founded belief that the absent spouse 
was already dead.

In case of disappearances where there is danger of death under 
the circumstances set forth in the provisions of Article 391 of 
the Civil Code, an absence of only two years shall be sufficient.” 
(Underscoring supplied)

20. Invoking the above-quoted provisions, Maribel caused the 
filing of a Petition for the Declaration of Nullity of Juanita’s void 
marriage to Candido, despite the latter’s death on March 28, 

2020, as shown in his Certificate of Death (Annex “T”);

21. Maribel banked on the pronouncement of the Supreme 
Court in the case of Estrellita Juliano-Llave vs. Republic of 
the Philippines, et al. (G.R. No. 169766, March 30, 2011, citing 
Niñal v. Bayadog, 384 Phil 661, 673 [2000]), thus:

“(I)t has been held that in a void marriage, in which no 
marriage has taken place and cannot be the source of 
rights, any interested party may attack the marriage directly 
or collaterally without prescription, which may be filed even 
beyond the lifetime of the parties to the marriage.” (Emphasis 
added.)

22. Significantly, the Supreme Court has reiterated the 
principle that “in a void marriage no judicial decree to establish 
the invalidity is necessary” (Renato A. Castillo vs. Lea P. De 
Leon-Castillo, G.R. No. 189607, April 18, 2016) and that the 
Civil Code contains no express provision on the necessity of 
a judicial declaration of nullity of a void marriage (People v. 
Mendoza, 95 Phil. 845 [1954]); People v. Aragon, 100 Phil. 
1033 [1957]), and Odayat v. Amante, 168 Phil. 1-5 [1977]);

23. Lamentably, the Petition for Declaration for Nullity of Void 
Marriage was dismissed by Branch 22 of the Regional Trial 
Court of Imus City, Cavite, as the issue should be raised in an 
action for partition as held by the said Court;

24. Maribel is thus constrained to file the instant Petition 
still seeking the declaration of nullity of Candido’s marriage 
to Juanita because her property rights as well as that of 
Orlando’s children had been unduly prejudiced because of the 
bigamous marriage between Candido and Juanita;

IV
Second Cause of Action

25. Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline recognize 
the rights of Respondents Josephine, Cecile and Jane, the 
children of Candido with Juanita, to also succeed as their co-
heirs;

26. Thus, Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline 
reached out to Josephine, Cecile and Jane so that they could 
all agree to partition the parcel of land left by their father 
Candido, covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-31527;

27. Regrettably, Josephine, Cecile and Jane refused to 
cooperate as they insist that their mother, Juanita, should 
also have her share in Candido’s estate – this was readily 
declined by Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline as 
they staunchly maintain that Juanita is not an heir because 
her marriage to Candido is bigamous and thus, void ab initio;

28. In March 2023, Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry 
Magdaline received a letter from Atty. Jocelyn A. Ong (Annex 
“U”), representing Juanita, Josephine, Cecile and Jane, 
inviting them for a meeting to amicably settle the estate of 
Candido;

29. Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline did not 
respond to the invitation and instead, they referred the matter 
to this counsel who subsequently sent a letter dated May 
25, 2023 (Annex “V”) to Josephine, Cecile and Jane, stating 
therein, among others, that only the three of them may be 
considered as co-heirs;

30. In behalf of Josephine, Cecile and Jane, Atty. Ong sent 
her letter-reply dated May 31, 2023 (Annex “W”), which, this 
counsel acknowledged receipt in his letter dated June 5, 2023 
(Annex “X”);

31. There was a serious dispute on the supposed hereditary 
share of Juanita and the impasse compelled Maribel, Gladys, 
Bardie and Merry Magdaline to cause the filing of this Petition 
for the judicial settlement and partition of Candido’s estate;

32. Specifically, Maribel, Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline 
seek the Court’s declaration that the four of them, as well as, 
Josephine, Cecile and Jane are Candido’s sole surviving 
compulsory heirs, exclusively entitled to Candido’s estate, 
particularly the parcel of land covered by Transfer Certificate 
of Title No. 341527;

V
Third Cause of Action

33. As heretofore stated, Transfer Certificate of Title No. 
341527 and Tax Declaration No. A-239-0010-05727 are both 
registered in the name of Candido, “MARRIED TO JUANITA 
AQUINO”;

34. Again, this description is entirely false and inappropriate 
since, at the risk of redundancy, Candido’s marriage to Juanita 
is bigamous and hence, void ab initio;

35. Necessarily then, the Register of Deeds and the City 
Assessor must be directed to cancel such description and be 
replaced by “married to Gloria Calumpang”; issue a new title 
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and a new tax declaration in the names of Petitioners Maribel, 
Gladys, Bardie, Merry Magdaline, Josephine Cecile and Jane 
as co-owners, indicating their proper shares in the subject 
property in accordance with pertinent provisions of the Civil 
Code and the Family Code on succession;

Compliance with Sections 3(b) and 6, Rule 7 of A.M. No. 
19-10-20-SC otherwise known as The 2019 Proposed 
Amendments to the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure

In compliance with the above-stated provisions of the Revised 
Rules of Civil Procedure, this counsel herewith certifies that 
he has read this pleading and all the pertinent documents 
presented by the Petitioners and to the best of his knowledge, 
information and belief, formed after an inquiry reasonable 
under the circumstances:
a) Said documents are not being presented for any improper 
purpose, such as to harass, cause unnecessary delay, or 
needlessly increase the cost of litigation;
b) The claims, defenses, and other legal contentions are 
warranted by existing law or jurisprudence, or by a non-
frivolous argument for extending, modifying, or reversing 
existing jurisprudence;
c) The factual contentions have evidentiary support or, if 
specifically so identified, will likely have evidentiary support 
after availment of the modes of discovery under these rules; 
and
d) The denials of factual contentions are warranted on the 
evidence or, if specifically so identified, are reasonably based 
on belief or lack of information;

36. In support of her Petition, Maribel executed her Salaysay 
na Pang-Hukuman (Annex “Y”), wherein she substantiated 
the material averments in this Petition. The said Salaysay 
will be adopted as part of Maribel’s direct testimony and she 
will personally identify the vital documents to the Honorable 
Court;

37. In particular, Maribel will adduce the following documentary 
evidence in support of her Petition cited herein as Annexes 
“A” to “Z” listed below for ready reference:

ANNEX  NATURE OF DOCUMENT  PURPOSE
Special Power of Attorney executed by Gladys, Bardie
To prove that Maribel lawfully represents
“A”  and Merry Magdalene in Maribel’s favor
Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdalene in the instant case
“B”  Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-213785
To prove that Bonifacio and Lucina acquired this parcel of 
land, which, after their death, was inherited by their heirs
“C”  Certification issued by nominal Defendant Register of 
Deeds
To prove that the Register of Deeds issued this Certification 
stating that Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-38931 could no 
longer be located
“D”  Certificate of Death of Bonifacio
To prove that Bonifacio died on November 26, 1986
“E”  Certificate of Death of Lucina
To prove that Lucina passed away on March 17, 1989
“F”  Consolidation Subdivision Plan Pcs-04-006249
To prove that after Bonifacio and Lucina’s death, their seven 
(7) children, as compulsory heirs, caused the consolidation 
and subdivision of the two parcels of land into six (6) lots
“G”  Extrajudicial Settlement of the Estate of the Deceased/
Agreement of Subdivision/Segregation and Consolidation
To prove that upon the death of Bonifacio and Lucina, their 
children, Irenea, Amalia, Arsenio, Cristina, Rogelio and 
Margarita caused the survey of the deceased couple’s 
properties and then agreed to assign Lot No. 3 to their brother 
Candido
“H”  Certificate of Live Birth of Candido
To prove that Candido was the firstborn child of Bonifacio and 
Lucina
“I”  Transfer Certificate of Title No. 341527 issued solely in 
Candido’s name
“J”  Tax Declaration No. A-239-0010-05727
To prove that by virtue of the EJS, this title and tax declaration 
were registered in Candido’s name, erroneously with the 
description, “married to Juanita Aquino”
“K”  Marriage Contract between Candido and Gloria 
Calumpang
To prove the fact of marriage between Candido and Gloria on 
December 24, 1960
“L”  Certificate of Live Birth of Maribel
“M”  Certificate of Live Birth of Orlando
To prove that Maribel and Orlando are the children of Candido
“N”  Certificate of Death of Orlando 
To prove that Orlando died on June 10, 2017
“O”  Certificate of Live Birth of Gladys
“P”  Certificate of Live Birth of Bardie
“Q”  Certificate of Live Birth of Merry Magdaline
To prove that Gladys, Bardie and Merry Magdaline are the 
children and surviving heirs of Orlando
“R”  Certificate of Marriage between Candido and Juanita
To prove that Candido contracted a bigamous marriage with 
Juanita on April 17, 1997
“S”  Certificate of Death of Gloria
To prove that Gloria died on June 21, 2013, sixteen (16) years 
after Candido and Juanita’s bigamous marriage on April 17, 

1997
“I”  Certificate of Death of Candido
To prove that Candido died on March 28, 2020
“U”  Letter from Atty. Jocelyn A. Ong dated March 6, 2023
To prove that Atty. Ong sent a letter-invitation to Maribel, Gladys, 
Bardie and Merry Magdaline for a meeting to settle Candido’s 
estate
“V”  Letter dated May 25, 2023 sent by this counsel to Josephine, 
Cecile and Jane
To prove that this counsel sent a letter to Josephine, Cecile and 
Jane, reiterating that only the three of them may be considered 
as co-heirs
“W”  Letter-reply dated May 31, 2023
To prove that Atty. Ong respondent to this counsel’s letter
“X”  Letter dated June 5, 2023
To prove that this counsel acknowledged receipt of Atty. Ong’s 
letter
“Y” Salaysay na Pang-Hukuman of Maribel Samonte-Legaspi
To prove that Maribel executed this judicial affidavit wherein 
she declared the circumstances and presented supporting 
documents to substantiate the material averments in this Petition.
“Z” Order dated February 28, 2023 of RTC Imus City, Cavite, 
Branch 22 in Civil Case No. 7293-22
To prove that Maribel filed a Petition for Declaration of Nullity of 
the marriage of Candido and Juanita but the same was dismissed 
without prejudice.

P R A Y E R

IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, it is most respectfully prayed of 
this Honorable Court that after due notice and hearing, judgment 
be rendered -

1. Declaring the marriage of Candido S. Samonte and Juanita G. 
Aquino solemnized at the Metropolitan Trial Court of Las Piñas 
City, Metro Manila on April 17, 1997, as NULL AND VOID pursuant 
to Article 35 (4) in relation to Article 41 of the Family Code;

2. Proclaiming Petitioner MARIBEL S. LEGASPI and the 
deceased ORLANDO C. SAMONTE as children of Candido S. 
Samonte conceived and born of a valid marriage;

3. Affirming Respondents JOSEPHINE A. SAMONTE, CECILE 
A. SAMONTE and JANE A. SAMONTE as children of Candido S. 
Samonte conceived and born outside a valid marriage;

4. Pronouncing Petitioners MARIBEL S. LEGASPI, GLADYS C. 
SAMONTE, BARDIE C. SAMONTE and MERRY MAGDALINE 
C. SAMONTE, as well as, Respondents JOSEPHINE A. 
SAMONTE, CECILE A. SAMONTE and JANE A. SAMONTE 
as the only compulsory heirs of the late Candido S. Samonte, 
entitled to inherit the latter’s estate in accordance with the 
pertinent provisions of the Civil Code and the Family Code;

5. Commanding the Registrar of Deeds for the Province of Cavite 
and the City Assessor’s Office of Imus City, Cavite to correct 
the marital status of Candido S. Samonte reflected in Transfer 
Certificate of Title No. T-341527 and in Tax Declaration No. 09-
0010-10459 from “married to Juanita Aquino” to married to Gloria 
Calumpang”;

6. Ordering Private Respondent Juanita G. Aquino to surrender 
to Petitioner Maribel Samonte-Legaspi the owner’s duplicate 
copy of Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-341527 and the original 
owner’s copy of Tax Declaration No. 09-0010-10459;

7. Partitioning the estate of Candido S. Samonte composed 
only of Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-341527 among his 
heirs, namely, Petitioners MARIBEL S. LEGASPI, the HEIRS 
OF ORLANDO S. SAMONTE, namely, GLADYS C. SAMONTE, 
BARDIE C. SAMONTE and MERRY MAGDALINE C. SAMONTE, 
and also Respondents JOSEPHINE A. SAMONTE, CECILE 
A. SAMONTE and JANE A. SAMONTE in Accordance with 
pertinent provisions of the Civil Code and the Family Code on 
succession;

8. Ordering Private Respondents to pay the costs of suit.

Other just and equitable reliefs and remedies are also prayed for.

Imus City, Cavite, March 18, 2025.

(SGD) WILFREDO P. SAQUILAYAN
Counsel for the Petitioners
Attorney’s Roll No. 37653
2nd Floor Tia Maria Building IV
Km. 19 Gen. E. Aguinaldo Highway
Palico 2, Imus City, Cavite 4103
P.T.R. No. 2765332/January 2, 2025/City of Imus
Lifetime IBP Member Roll No. 017574/June 5, 2017
MCLE Compliance Certificate No. VII-0012720
Issued on March 16, 2022
Mobile No. 0917-502-4274
Office Telefax No. (046) 471-5360
Email Address: saquilayanbar@yahoo.com

VERIFICATION WITH CERTIFICATION
AGAINST FORUM-SHOPPING

I, MARIBEL S. LEGASPI, Filipino, of legal age, after having 
been duly sworn in accordance with law, hereby depose and 
say:
1. I am one of the Petitioners in the above-entitled Petition and 
the legal representative of Petitioners Gladys C. Samonte, 
Bardie C. Samonte and Merry Magdaline C. Samonte, and I 
caused the preparation of the foregoing Petitioner;
2. The allegations in the foregoing Petition are true and 
correct based on my own personal knowledge, and based on 
authentic documents;
3. The Petition is not filed to harass, cause unnecessary 
delay, or needlessly increase the cost of litigation;
4. The factual allegations in the foregoing Petition have 
evidentiary support after a reasonable opportunity for 
discovery; and 

I FURTHER CERTIFY:

5. That I have previously caused the filing of a Petition for 
the Declaration of Nullity of Void Marriage between Juanita 
G. Aquino and Candido S. Samonte, which was assigned to 
Branch 22 of the Regional Trial Court of Imus City, Cavite, and 
docketed as Civil Case No. 7293-22 but in the Order (Annex 
“Z”), the same was dismissed without prejudice;

6. That aside from the cited case, I have not commenced any 
other action or proceeding involving the same issue before 
the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals or any other court, 
tribunal or agency;

7. That to the best of my knowledge, no such action or 
proceeding involving the same issue is pending before the 
Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals or any other court, 
tribunal or agency;

8. That should I hereinafter learn that a similar action or 
proceeding has been filed or is pending before the Supreme 
Court, the Court of Appeals or any other court, tribunal or 
agency, I undertake to report the same within five (5) calendar 
days therefrom to the Court or agency wherein the original 
pleading and sworn certification contemplated herein have 
been filed;

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my signature 
this 18th day of March 2025 in Imus City, Cavite

(SGD) MARIBEL S. LEGASPI
Affiant
TIN ID No. 512-955-603-00000
Issued by the Bureau of Internal Revenue

J U R A T

BEFORE ME, a Notary Public in and for the Province of Cavite, 
appeared the person of MARIBEL S. LEGASPI, exhibiting 
to me her above-cited Identification Card, presenting an 
integrally complete instrument or document entitled Petition 
consisting of fifteen (15) pages including this page but 
exclusive of attachments, and is attested to be personally 
known to me or identified by me though competent evidence 
of identity as defined by the Rules on Notarial Practice of 
2004, and she represents to me that the signature on the 
instrument or document was voluntarily affixed by her for the 
purposes stated in the instrument or documents as her free 
and voluntary act and deed.

WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL on this 18th day of March 
2025 in Imus City, Cavite

(SGD) PETER EMMANUEL C. LARA
Notary Public until December 31, 2026
Attorney’s Roll No. 71700
IBP Membership No. 487138/12-25-24
PTR No. 2765331/01-02-2025/Imus City
MCLE Compliance No. VII-0008578/01-24-2022

Doc. No. 424;
Page No. 085;
Book No. XLI;
Series of 2025.

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly
June 02, 09 & 16, 2025

	9Hunyo 09-15, 2025



REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
TRECE MARTIRES CITY

FORECLOSURE CASE NO. F-350-25

SECURITY BANK CORPORATION,
Mortgagee,
		
-versus-

ALDWIN V. ODIAMAN, JACKIELOU M. TAMIO AND 
ALDRIN V. ODIAMAN,
Mortgagors-Debtors.
x---------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135, as 
amended by Act 4118, filed by Mortgagee, SECURITY BANK 
CORPORATION, with business address at Security Bank 
Centre Building, 6776 Ayala Avenue, Makati City, against the 
Mortgagors-Debtors, ALDWIN V. ODIAMAN, JACKIELOU 
M. TAMIO AND ALDRIN V. ODIAMAN, with residence and 
postal address at (1) 0064 A Pink Street, Odelco Subd., San 
Bartolome, Novaliches, Quezon City; and (2) Amaia Scapes 
Trece Martires Block 8 Lot 8 Phase 1, Brgy. Conchu, Trece 
Martires City, Cavite, to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness 
as of March 7, 2025 amounts to ONE MILLION SEVEN 
HUNDRED FIFTY-TWO THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED 
FIFTY-EIGHT PESOS AND 23/100 (Php1,752,958.23) 
inclusive of interest and other charges, attorney’s fees and 
expenses of foreclosure, the undersigned Sheriff will set at 
public auction on July 1, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning 
until 12:00 noon at the main entrance of the Government 
Center Building located at the Provincial Capitol Compound, 
Trece Martires City, to the highest bidder for CASH and in 
Philippine Currency the following described property with all 
the improvements thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 077-2023001999

LOT NO: 8,  BLOCK NO: 8,  PLAN NO: PSD-04-231572
PORTION OF:  LOT 2946, SAN FRANCISCO DE 
MALABON ESTATE
LOCATION:  BARANGAY OF CONCHU, CITY OF GEN. 
TRIAS, PROVINCE OF CAVITE, ISLAND OF LUZON

BOUNDARIES:

LINE  DIRECTION  ADJOINING LOT(S)

1-2-3-4-5-6-7  SOUTH, SW  ROAD LOT 6, PSD-04-231572
7-8  WEST  LOT 7, BLOCK 8, PSD-04-231572
8-9  NORTH  LOT 18, BLOCK 8, PSD-04-231572
9-10  NORTH  LOT 17, BLOCK 8, PSD-04-231572
10-1  EAST  LOT 9, BLOCK 8, PSD-04-231572

AREA:  SEVENTY FIVE SQUARE METERS (75), MORE 
OR LESS

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above-stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date and time, it shall be held on July 15, 2025 without 
further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, June 3, 2025.

ANDRES B. ESPINA
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:

SECURITY BANK CORPORATION
Security Bank Centre Building, 6776 Ayala Avenue, Makati 
City

c/o LARIBA MANGROBANG MIRALLES DUMBRIQUE 
FULGENCIO REGONDOLA RODRIGUEZ and AYENTO 
Counsel for the Applicant-Mortgagee
Security Bank Corporation 4th Floor, Security Bank Centre 
Building, 6776 Ayala Avenue, Makati City
E-Mail Address: docket@sblawfirm8.com

ALDWIN V. ODIAMAN, JACKIELOU M. TAMIO AND 
ALDRIN V. ODIAMAN 
(1) 0064 A Pink Street, Odelco Subd., San Bartolome, 
Novaliches, Quezon City; and 
(2) Amaia Scapes Trece Martires Block 8 Lot 8 Phase 1, 
Brgy. Conchu, Trece Martires City, Cavite

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO 
REMOVE, DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF 
EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF 
SALE

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly 
June 09, 16 & 23, 2025

Hontiveros: Impeachment, 
wage hike must be treated 

with equal urgency

PH pushes for inclusive 
investments for PWD 

at UN conference

P410-M Amendayehan 
Port upgrade to address 
transport crisis – PPA

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA – Senator Risa Hontiveros on Monday 
urged Congress to act with the same urgency on 
the proposed minimum wage hike as it does on the 
looming impeachment proceedings, warning that 
with only two session days left in the 19th Congress, 
both critical matters must not be sidelined.
	 “We are down to the wire,” she said in 
a statement, stressing that deliberations on the 
minimum wage increase should not be left behind.
	 “Dalawang sesyon na lang ang nalalabi… 
huwag nating kalimutan ang mga manggagawang 
minimum wage (Only two session days remain… 
let us not forget the minimum wage workers),” she 
added.
	 Hontiveros, who co-sponsored the Senate’s 
version of the wage hike bill, pointed out that while 
impeachment discussions are important, the plight 
of Filipino workers grappling with inflation and low 
wages must be treated with equal weight.
	 “The wage hike means food on the table, 
school supplies for children, fare for daily commutes,” 
she said, noting that many workers are counting on 
Congress to deliver long-overdue relief.
	 The Senate previously passed a bill seeking 
a PHP100 daily wage hike for private sector workers, 
while the House version proposes a PHP200 increase.
	 Hontiveros called for the immediate 
convening of a bicameral conference committee to 
reconcile the two versions.
	 “Pareho namang sumasang-ayon ang 
Kamara at Senado na panahon na para sa dagdag-
sahod. Dapat mag-convene na ng bicam at ipadala 
na ito sa Malacañang (Both the House and the 
Senate agree that it’s time for a wage increase. The 
bicameral conference committee should convene 
now and send the measure to Malacañang),” she 
said.
	 She also renewed her call for President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to certify the bill as urgent, 
saying, “Help deliver the long-overdue justice that 
Filipino workers deserve.” (PNA)

MANILA – The Philippines is pushing for stronger 
and inclusive development investments for person 
with disabilities (PWD) to fully realize their rights 
and help remove the societal barriers they face every 
day.
	 This was underscored by Department of 
Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) Assistant 
Secretary Elaine Fallarcuna as she read the statement 
of the Philippines during the high-level segment of 
the 18th Session of the Conference of States Parties 
to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (COSP18-CRPD) at the United Nations 
(UN) headquarters in New York City, USA on 
Tuesday.
	 “Development must be inclusive, sustainable 
and equitable. It must be anchored in the full 
realization of the rights of persons with disabilities. 
The Philippines believes that inclusive development 
is not optional -- it is essential for achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals,” Fallacurna of 
the DSWD-International Affairs, Attached and 
Supervised Agencies said.
	 Among the country’s interventions for PWD 
that she highlighted were the current initiative to 
align public financing with inclusive priorities; 
strengthening of data systems for vulnerable sectors; 
and expansion of access to assistive technologies and 
services.
	 “These efforts must be matched by global 

By Raymond Carl Dela Cruz

MANILA – The Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) 
has allocated around PHP410 million to expand and 
modernize the Amandayehan Port to help address 
the transport crisis between Samar and Leyte 
caused by the closure of the San Juanico Bridge to 
heavy vehicles.
	 In a statement on Tuesday, the PPA said 
the Amandayehan Port, a municipal fishing port 
located in Basey, Samar, would be upgraded 
to accommodate Roll-on/Roll-off (RORO) and 
Landing Craft Tank (LCT) vessels to serve as an 
alternative route due to its strategic location and 
proximity to Tacloban Port.
	 To support maritime safety and navigational 
reliability of the port, the PPA will install 14 
navigation buoys worth PHP110 million.
	 “These aids will ensure safer vessel 
passage, especially at night or during inclement 
weather, and will form part of the agency’s broader 
maritime infrastructure improvements in Eastern 
Visayas,” it said.
	 Moreover, the PPA has allocated PHP100 
million for dredging works and PHP200 million for 
the port’s physical expansion, allowing it to handle 
more vessels and cargo volume.
	 “The PPA is now also finalizing the turnover 
of the Amandayehan Port from the local government 
unit before the year ends to further equip the port 
for this transition and future larger operations,” it 
said.
	 Aside from being a short-term solution to 
the San Juanico Bridge restrictions, it said the port 
upgrade would establish “long-term, reliable, and 
resilient transport systems in the region through 
continuous port modernization, seamless and 
sustainable connectivity across the country.”
	 The upgrade of the Amandayehan Port 
was discussed during a series of inter-agency 
consultations and discussions among the Department 
of Public Works and Highways (DPWH), the 
Department of Transportation (DOTr), the Office of 
Civil Defense (OCD), the Philippine Coast Guard, 
Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA), and local 
government units (LGUs).
	 On Sunday, Transportation Secretary Vince 
Dizon, PPA General Manager Jay Santiago, and 
representatives from other government agencies 
and maritime stakeholders visited the port to 
ensure smooth operations and to act swiftly in line 
with President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s directive 
to provide timely and concrete solutions to the 
transport disruption.
	 “These initiatives, with a total value 
of PHP410 million from the PPA’s corporate 
operating budget, underscore our commitment 
to strengthening inter-island connectivity and 
supporting the economic growth of the Province 
of Leyte and the broader Eastern Visayas region,” 
Santiago said. (PNA)

cooperation and partnerships that respect national 
contexts and the leadership of persons with 
disabilities,” she said.
	 Aside from public financing, she emphasized 
that the Philippine government, through the directive 
of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., continues 
to advance the policies rooted in the CRPD that 
promote inclusive education, accessible health care, 
decent work, and social protection to help PWD live 
fuller and more productive lives.
	 The COSP18-CPDR, which ends June 
12, is organized by the UN Special Rapporteur on 
trafficking in persons, especially women and girls, 
and the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of 
persons with disabilities. (PNA)
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Rainy Independence Day 
due to LPA, ‘habagat’

PH backs call for treaty 
to end plastic pollution

DA earmarks P1.6B 
to address pork price 

surge, says Palace

DSWD reaffirms commitment 
to end child labor

By Ma. Cristina Arayata

MANILA – Almost all areas in the country will 
experience rains caused by the southwest monsoon 
(habagat) and a low pressure area (LPA) on 
Independence Day, the weather bureau said.
	 The LPA, located 235 km. east of Calayan, 
Cagayan, has a high chance of developing into a 
tropical cyclone within 24 hours.
	 It will bring scattered rains and thunderstorms 
over Batanes and Cagayan, the Philippine 
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration (PAGASA) said in its 4 a.m. 
bulletin.
	 Most areas in the country will be rainy due 
to cloud clusters caused by the southwest monsoon, 
PAGASA forecaster Grace Castañeda said.
	 “Those going outdoors, especially those 
participating in Independence Day activities, 
don’t forget to bring protection against rains. Take 
precaution against possible flooding and landslides,” 
Castañeda said.
	 Pangasinan, Zambales, Bataan, and 
Occidental Mindoro will experience monsoon rains.
	 Occasional rains will prevail over Metro 
Manila, La Union, Benguet, Tarlac, Pampanga, 
Bulacan, Cavite, Batangas, Palawan, and Antique.
	 The rest of Luzon and the Visayas, 
Zamboanga Peninsula, Dinagat Islands, and Surigao 
del Norte will have scattered rains and thunderstorms.
	 The rest of Mindanao will experience isolated 
rain showers caused by localized thunderstorms.
	 Meanwhile, moderate to strong winds and 
moderate to rough coastal waters are forecast in the 
northern and western sections of Luzon.
	 Elsewhere, winds will be light to moderate 
with slight to moderate seas.
	 Castañeda said Tropical Storm Wutip outside 
the Philippine Area of Responsibility continues to 
move away, and has no direct effect on any part of 
the country. (PNA)

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA – The Philippines has signed an 
international declaration, joining 94 other countries 
in calling for an effective treaty to end global plastic 
pollution.
	 The joint declaration also known as the 
“Nice Call for an Ambitious Treaty on Plastic 
Pollution” was launched on the second day of the 
United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC) in Nice, 
France on June 10.
	 Through this document, the Philippines and 
the rest of the signatories sought a “global target” to 
reduce the production and consumption of primary 
plastic polymers.
	 It also calls for a legally-binding obligation 
to phase out the most problematic plastic products 
and chemicals of concern and the improvement of 
plastic product designs for minimal environmental 
impact.
	 French officials described this declaration as 
a major diplomatic milestone less than two months 
before a crucial negotiating session on the plastics 
treaty commences.
	 “I am delighted to see so many countries 
reaffirming the need for an ambitious treaty to put an 
end to plastic pollution. This is a strong signal that 
we are collectively sending to the rest of the world, 
just a few weeks before the negotiations resume in 
Geneva,” Agnès Pannier-Runacher, French Minister 
for Ecological Transition, Biodiversity, Forestry, Sea 
and Fisheries, said.
	 “Without ambiguity, and as more than a 
hundred countries had already hammered home in 
Busan last December, we reiterate the urgent need to 
act, by acting at the source of the problem, to reduce 
our production and consumption of plastics, and by 
proposing concrete solutions to do so.”
	 In March 2022, the Fifth United Nations 
Environment Assembly adopted a landmark 
resolution to negotiate a global treaty to end plastic 
pollution, based on a comprehensive approach 
covering the entire life cycle of plastics.
	 The resumption of negotiations on the treaty 
will be held in Geneva, Switzerland from Aug. 5 to 
14, 2025, after the five initial sessions in Uruguay, 
France, Kenya, Canada and South Korea.
	 As of June 10, the Nice Call is supported by 
the following countries:
	 Antigua and Barbuda, Armenia, Australia, 
Barbados, Benin, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Cook 
Islands, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Eswatini, European Union whose 
Member States are Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden; Fiji, Gabon, 
Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, Iceland, Israel, 
Jamaica, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives, 
Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Micronesia, Monaco, Mozambique, Namibia, New 
Zealand, Norway, Panama, Papua New Guinea, 
Peru, Philippines, Republic of Moldova, Saint 
Kitts and Nevis, São Tomé and Principe, Senegal, 
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Sri 
Lanka, Switzerland, Togo, Tuvalu, Ukraine, United 
Kingdom, Uruguay, Vanuatu, and Zimbabwe. (PNA)

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA – The Department of Agriculture (DA) 
has allotted around PHP1.6 billion to implement 
measures aimed at addressing the spike in retail pork 
prices, Malacañang said on Wednesday.
	 Presidential Communications Office 
Undersecretary and Palace Press Officer Claire 
Castro said the budget will be used to purchase 
13,000 finishers and 30,000 breeders under the Hog 
Repopulation Program.
	 Castro said the DA aims to produce one 
million finishers, while waiting for the vaccines 
against the African swine fever (ASF).
	 “Tumutugon po ang DA, at mayroon pong 
programa tungkol sa Hog Repopulation Program 
at ang pag-rollout po ng ASF vaccine (The DA is 
responding, and there is a program regarding the 
Hog Repopulation Program and the rollout of the 
ASF vaccine),” Castro said.
	 “Ilan lamang po ito sa kanilang magiging 
gawain para po maibsan po kung anuman po ang 
nararanasang pagmahal ng presyo ng baboy sa 
kasalukuyan (These are just a few of the activities 
they will be doing to alleviate any increase in pork 
prices that are currently being experienced),” she 
added.
	 She said the DA’s initiatives are in line with 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s directive to 
make the prices of basic commodities affordable to 
consumers.
	 The DA earlier announced its plan to restore 

MANILA – In line with the observance of the World 
Day Against Child Labor (WDACL) on June 12, 
Department of Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) Secretary Rex Gatchalian has reaffirmed 
the agency’s commitment to end child labor in the 
Philippines.
	 “We stand united with the whole government, 
under the leadership of President Ferdinand R. 
Marcos Jr., to completely eradicate child labor. 
Child labor is a menace that robs children of their 
freedom, innocence, and fundamental rights. It also 
hinders the development of children to achieve their 
full potential,” Gatchalian said in a statement on 
Wednesday.
	 He underscored the need for all sectors of 
society to work hand-in-hand to combat the pressing 
issue.
	 “We need to redouble our efforts through a 
whole-of-society approach to eliminate this concern. 
This includes strengthening our legal frameworks, 
providing comprehensive social welfare and 
development interventions, and ensuring that all 
families will be able to access decent work and 
livelihood,” he added.
	 With the global theme, “Progress is clear, 
but there’s more to do: let’s speed up efforts,” the 
WDACL 2025 aims to “reflect both the progress 
achieved and the urgency to intensify action to meet 
global targets” on child labor.
	 To further deliver the global theme down to 
the localities, the National Council Against Child 
Labor (NCACL) adopted the theme, “Sa Bagong 
Pilipinas: Mag-aaral ang Bata, Hindi Manggagawa 
(Under the New Philippine: Children will Study, Not 
Toil)!” emphasizing the country’s commitment to 
ending child labor and advancing the right of every 
child to education.
SHIELD Program
	 As the Co-Chair of the NCACL, the DSWD 
implements the Strategic Helpdesks for Information, 
Education, Livelihood, and Other Developmental 
Interventions (SHIELD) program against child labor 
to provide holistic and immediate interventions at the 
community level to child laborers and their families.
	 Among the services provided by the DSWD 
are case management, educational assistance, cash 
aid under the Assistance to Individuals in Crisis 
Situation (AICS), Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino 
Program (4Ps), Sustainable Livelihood Program 
(SLP), and case referrals to other agencies.
	 From 2021 to 2024, some 12,193 child 
laborers were assisted by the SHIELD Program, of 
which 3,887 have already been assessed to be free 
from any form of child labor and reintegrated into 
their families and communities.
	 Last December, a lawmaker also cited 
the 4Ps education grants as one of the factors that 
contributed to the drop in the number of child laborers 
in the Philippines in 2023, based on the report of the 
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA).
	 Gatchalian vowed to work with other 
agencies and stakeholders to innovate development 
programs that will help more Filipino children break 
from the bond of child labor in the country.
	 “Only through coordinated and sustained 
efforts can we create a world where no child is 
subjected to exploitation and every child can thrive 
in dignity and hope.” (PNA)

the maximum suggested retail price (MSRP) for 
pork to help consumers amid spiking prices.
	 Upon stakeholders’ request on May 15, the 
DA lifted the pork MSRP with prices set at PHP380 
per kg. for “liempo” (belly); PHP350 per kg. for 
“kasim” (ham) and pigue; and PHP300 per kg. for 
“sabit-ulo.”
	 As of May 28, the retail price of pork ham in 
Metro Manila ranges between PHP350 per kg. and 
PHP430 per kg. and pork belly between PHP370 per 
kg. and PHP480 per kg., according to the DA-Bantay 
Presyo. (PNA)
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Surge of HIV cases alarming p.4

By Marita Moaje

MANILA – The Department 
of Information and 
Communications Technology 
(DICT) is ramping up efforts 
to protect Filipinos from 
online scams, fake news and 
cybercrime by enhancing its 
hotline 1326, the government’s 
dedicated digital complaints 
channel.
	 In a Bagong Pilipinas 
interview aired over People’s 
Television Network on 
Friday, Assistant Secretary 
Renato Paraiso said the DICT 
is expanding the hotline’s 
capacity to handle more 
reports, and provide a faster 
feedback mechanism and 
clearer assistance to Filipinos 
nationwide.
	 “ P a l a l a k a s i n 
natin itong hotline 1326, 
magkakaroon ho tayo ng 
mas malakawang response 
mechanism at feedback 
mechanism. Iyon ang 
importante eh (We will 
strengthen this hotline 1326, 
we will have a stronger 
response mechanism and 
feedback mechanism. That’s 
what’s important),” Paraiso 

said.
	 He said that people 
normally hesitate to report 
that they have been scammed, 
either because they are 
embarrassed or because they 
do not trust the government.
	 “May magagawa 
tayo. Ngayon papatunayan 
natin iyan, kapag nag-report 
kayo, kami mismo ang tatawag 
ulit sa inyo para sabihin ano 
na ang status ng kaso ninyo, 
ano na iyong progress ng kaso 
ninyo, may kailangan pa ba 
kami sa inyo. So hanggang 
-- iyon talagang balak natin 
attribution, apprehension, 
prosecution, conviction. 
Hanggang doon ho ang 
gusto natin gawin (We can do 
something. Now we will prove 
that, when you report, we 
ourselves will call you back to 
tell you what the status of your 
case is, what the progress of 
your case is, is there anything 
else we need from you. So 
until -- that’s really our plan 
attribution, apprehension, 
prosecution, conviction. That’s 
what we want to do),” Paraiso 
said.
	 He explained that 

Continued on page 2...

effective digital advocacy and 
the population’s readiness to 
embrace technology.
	 “Before the eGovPH 
App, people had to endure 
long lines and time-consuming 
processes just to get basic 
documents. Now, with a few 
taps on their smartphones, 
millions in Calabarzon 
can complete these tasks 

	 As of May 30, a total 
of 1,863,818 individuals in 
Calabarzon have downloaded 
the app closely behind 
NCR’s 1,975,929 downloads, 
data from the Department 
of Information and 
Communications Technology 
(DICT) IV-A showed.
	 The DICT said 
the surge in downloads in 
Calabarzon reflects both Continued on page 2...

By Cecile Maloles

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA) — Since its launch 
in 2023, the e-Government 
Philippines (eGovPH) “super 
app,” has logged over 1.8 
million users in Region IV-A 
making Calabarzon the second 
highest region with most 
downloads next to the National 
Capital Region.

Industry, infra key drivers to 
CALABARZON economy — DepDev
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DICT strengthens 
1326 hotline to fight 
scams, fake news

1.8M in Calabarzon go digital 
with eGovPH super app

By Patricia Bermudez

CALAMBA CITY (PIA) 
– Ongoing infrastructure 
programs and a growing 
industrial sector continue to 
drive economic growth in the 
CALABARZON region as 
it remains in its position as a 
top contributor to the national 
economy.
	 Ray Michael Abuso, 
Supervising Economic 
Development Specialist at 
the Department of Economy, 
Planning, and Development 
(DepDev) — formerly the 
National Economic and 
Development Authority 
(NEDA) — noted that ongoing 

infrastructure developments 
in the provinces of Laguna, 
Cavite, and Batangas have 
significantly bolstered the 
Regional Gross Domestic 
Product, valued at Php 3.10 
trillion.
	 “All provinces in 
the region showed positive 
economic growth, reflecting 
growth-based economic 
momentum.”
	 Cavite Province 
recorded the highest growth 
rate in the region with 6.7 
percent. Meanwhile, the City 
of Lucena—the region’s only 
highly urbanized city—posted 
an even higher growth rate at 
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