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PBBM launches 94th outlet
of Benteng Bigas Meron Na
program in Bacoor, Cavite

By PCO

Indigent families and other
vulnerable sectors in Cavite
are among the latest to benefit
from President Ferdinand

Photo courtesy of PIA

Marcos Jr.’s initiative to make
rice accessible to millions
of Filipino families at an
affordable price of PhP20 per
kilo.

President Marcos

Bacoor City marks a
successful culminating
activity through “Tara,

Basa! Tutoring Program”

By MIS-STAFF

Bacoor City, July 1, 2025
— The City Government of
Bacoor, led by Mayor Strike
B. Revilla, in partnership with
the City Social Welfare and
Development (CSWD) headed
by Ms. Liliane DR Ugalde, and
the Department of Education
(DepEd), held the culminating

activity of the  “Tara,
Basa!” Tutoring Program
at the Strike Gymnasium

today. The event celebrated
the program’s  successful
implementation through the
strong collaboration of the
LGU, DepEd, and DSWD.
The activity was
attended by School Division
Superintendent Dra. Baby Lyn
Pambid, 31 DepEd principals,
Ms. Leonora Medina — Tara

Basa focal of DepEd, Cavite
State University personnel
led by Ms. Memviluz and Ms.
Jay Anne Florites, Ms. Gina
Pornelos of CSWD, Mr. Jerry
A. Reyes — Tara Basa focal of
the LGU, and field office staff
headed by Mr. Jeftfrey DeVera.
Tutors, Youth Development
Workers, and non-teaching
personnel of DepEd also took
part. Mayor Strike B. Revilla
was honored with a Certificate
of Appreciation in recognition
of his unwavering support
and leadership in driving the
success of the program. The
ceremony underscored the
dedication and contributions
of all partners in advancing
literacy and learning among
Bacoor’s youth. (bacoor.gov.

ph)

launched the Benteng Bigas
Meron Na program on
Wednesday at the Zapote-
Bacoor Public Market in
Bacoor City, marking the 94th
outlet for the P20-per-kilo

By Patricia Bermudez

CALAMBA CITY (PIA) —
Health officials in Calabarzon
expect a rise in cases of
waterborne diseases with the
onset of the rainy season.

Dr. Eva Marie Torio,
head of Department of Health-
Calabarzon’s Infectious
Disease cluster, assured that

rice.

While on his way to
the stalls offering the Benteng
Bigas Meron Na program,
the President greeted and
shook hands marketgoers,
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® BFAR to monitor,
mitigate effects of alien
fish in Laguna de Bay
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aid amid Israel-Iran
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mostly elderly women, who
were about to purchase the
affordable rice. Many of them
even took the opportunity to
take a selfie with President
Marcos.

Marketgoers also
chanted “BBM, BBM, BBM!”
as they eagerly greeted the
President upon his arrival.

President Marcos was
accompanied by Department
of Agriculture (DA) Secretary
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr., Cavite
2nd District Representative
Lani Mercado-Revilla, and

Continued on page 3...
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DOH Calabarzon: Brace for
spike in waterborne diseases

they are prepared to respond
should cases of waterborne
diseases, such as leptospirosis
and dengue, rise in the coming
months.

“We are expecting
cases of these diseases to
rise as the rainy season
approaches. However, this can
be prevented because we have
prepositioned our resources.
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We ask our kababayans to go
to their Rural Health Units for
proper treatment especially
those who went into flood and
have open wounds.”

As of June 21, the
health department logged 138
cases of leptospirosis. Of this,
eight patients have died due to
complications.

Continued on page 3...

DepEd’s school-based Feeding program
ensures that nutrition is for all

By Patricia Bermudez

Access to nutritious and bal-
anced meals is crucial for
a child’s development and
well being. Oyunsaikhan
Dendevnorov, UNICEF’s rep-
resentative to the Philippines,
emphasized that well-nour-
ished children are more resil-
ient in the face of illness and

crises, and are able to engage
in their communities better.
As the second par-
ents of these youngsters, the
Department of Education’s
(DepEd) School-Based Feed-
ing Program (SBFP) aimed to
provide nutritious meals for
underweight school children.
For many of these students,
this program has not only been

a motivation to attend classes,
but a saving grace to reach
their dreams.

With over 3 million
students enrolled for School
Year 2025-2026, DepEd Cal-
abarzon’s SBFP aims to in-
crease school attendance and
address malnutrition among
school-age children by provid-

Continued on page 3...
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BFAR to monitor, mitigate effects
of alien fish in Laguna de Bay

By Stephanie Sevillano

MANILA — The Department

of Agriculture-Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (DA-BFAR)

on Wednesday said it will
monitor and mitigate the
possible effects of the presence
of tinfoil barb or “alien fish” in
Laguna de Bay.

The BFAR made the
remark after biologists from the
Ateneo de Manila University
warned of its potential threat
to the population of native fish

in the area.
The tinfoil barb or
Barbonymus schwanenfeldii

has orange fins and a tail with
a silver appearance.

“DA-BFAR
will continue to conduct
assessments and implement
immediate mitigation
strategies as well as monitor
the extent of the tinfoil barb
population,  evaluate  its
ecological interactions, and
identify possible sources of
introduction,” it said in a
statement.

It \' ._h.lj]"n_ e ;_urll.ﬂ
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ALIEN FISH. Workers harvest water spinach at Laguna de Bay in Binangonan, Rizal
on Jan. 13, 2024.The Department of Agriculture-Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (DA-BFAR) on Wednesday (July 2, 2025) said it will monitor and mitigate
the possible effects of the presence of tinfoil barb or “alien fish” in Laguna de Bay.

(PNA file photo by Joan Bondoc)

The agency also
assured  preparedness  in
case its threat against the
“ecological balance,” including
the potential displacement of
native species, is proven.

“The Bureau stands
ready to activate targeted
interventions through
its  established programs
addressing invasive species
found within Laguna de Bay,”
the agency said.

To date, the BFAR is
in close coordination with the
concerned local government
units (LGUs) and the Laguna
Lake Development Authority
(LLDA) to ensure ‘‘science-
based”  monitoring  and
response.

DA spokesperson
Assistant  Secretary  Arnel
de Mesa said the alien fish
is native to Southeast Asian
nations including Vietnam,
Laos, and Thailand, among
others.

The BFAR, however,
said tinfoil barb had been
initially documented in the
area in 2021. (PNA)

Lacson proposes to ban
minors from social media use

By Leonel Abasola

MANILA - Senator Panfilo
Lacson has filed a bill
regulating the use of social
media among minors, citing
studies  linking excessive
social media exposure to
mental health issues.

Under his proposed
measure, Lacson cited a
United Nation Children’s
Fund study that revealed that
Filipino minors have become
vulnerable to cyberbullying,
body image pressures, and
online harassment.

Citing a report by the
Council for the Welfare of
Children, the senator also said
one in three Filipino minors
uses the internet.

The National
ICT (information and
communications technology)
Household  Survey  also
showed that 60 percent of
children aged 10 to 17 are
active internet users.

Lacson also noted
that other countries such as
Australia have implemented
measures to address internet
use among minors, which, he
pointed out, should also be
done in the Philippines.

“Taking  inspiration
from this model, and in
adherence to our State’s
declared policy of promoting
and protecting the mental
and emotional well-being of
its children, this bill is being
proposed to protect Filipino

children below 18 years old
from online risks and harmful
content by prohibiting minors
from accessing or using social
media platforms,” he said in a
statement Wednesday.

Among others, the
proposed measure said social
media  platforms  should
implement “reasonable steps
and age verification measures
to prevent age-restricted users
from registering, accessing, or
continuing to use their social
media services.

Violators  will be
slapped with penalties under
the Data Privacy Act and
other administrative, civil, or
criminal penalties. (PNA)

(PNA file photo)

BBM...

Besides these, at least
34 companies joined the BBM
sale under the DA partnership
with the Department of Labor
and Employment (DOLE) for
minimum wage earners.

“Doon naman sa
DOLE na minimum wage
earners, ang total sales nila
is (For the DOLE’s minimum
wage earners, their total
sales is at) PHP2.8 million,”
Department of Agriculture
(DA) spokesperson Assistant
Secretary Arnel De Mesa said
during a press briefing.

In total, the DOLE
aims to sell PHP20-per-kg.
rice to 120,000 minimum-
wage earners nationwide.
Imported rice MSRP

De Mesa, meanwhile,
maintained that the agency
would not yet reduce the
maximum suggested retail
price (MSRP) on imported

from page 8

rice.

“Titingan iyong
stability talaga ng situation
bago ibalik iyong proposal na
ibaba (We will look into the
stability of the situation before
we bring back the proposal
to decrease it) to PHP43 the
MSRP for premium grade
imported rice,” he said, citing
continuous monitoring until
next week.

De Mesa made a
statement about the recent oil
price rollbacks in the country
amid the ceasefire between
Israel and Iran.

“We’ll  get advice
from, of course, our DFA
(Department  of  Foreign
Affairs) on the situation,” he
said.

To date, the MSRP on
imported rice is set at PHP45
per kg. (PNA)

DICT?s...

(410,289), Batangas (340,433),
and Quezon (169,700).

Tabanao emphasized
that DICT is continuously
strengthening the eGovPH
system, adding more features
and expanding digital
government services within
the reach of the public.

“With its 25 integrated
digital  platforms, eTravel
or the single data collection
platform  for  passengers
arriving and departing from
the Philippines, is the most
frequently used followed by
the Digital National ID,” he
said.

He added that eGov
PH now hosts five digital
versions of identification
cards: the National ID, Senior
Citizen ID, OFW eCard,
PRC license, and PhilHealth
ID, with e-TIN and PWD ID
currently being integrated.

For many users,
the app is a game changer.

from page 8

Humprey Albay, a resident of
Sta. Cruz, Laguna, expressed
his surprise about the app’s
accessibility.

“The app is very
impressive; it’s all-in-one. I
have a digital national ID and
also a PhilHealth digital ID,
and I can view other services
too. It is very convenient and
accessible.”

To ensure user safety,

the DICT is continuously
upgrading the app’s
cybersecurity defenses,
employing Al-powered

monitoring and multiple layers
of protection, including two-
factor authentication.

Through the eGov
PH Super App, the Marcos
Jr. administration is one step
forward in building a digitally
connected nation and driving
inclusive economic growth, in
line with the vision of Bagong
Pilipinas. (KA, PIA4A)

Report...
disabilities, solo  parents,
and 4Ps beneficiaries—can

buy subsidized rice through
designated Kadiwa ng Pangulo
outlets in Metro Manila,
Central Luzon, Calabarzon,
and Mimaropa.

Earlier this week, the
President assured farmers that
the National Food Authority
(NFA) will maintain its buying
price for palay despite the
ongoing rollout of the PHP20

Palace Press Officer Claire Castro (RTVM screengrab)

from page 8

rice.

He said the current
price range of palay — PHP19
to PHP23 per kg. for dry palay
and PHPI18 per kg. for wet
palay — will be maintained.

“Hindi na ‘yan bababa
dyan (That will not go any
lower),” Marcos said Monday
during a dialogue with this
year’s Gawad Saka awardees
in Nueva Ecija. (PNA)

p
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Gov’t continues to provide aid amid
Israel-Iran conflict, says Palace

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA - The Philippine
government remains relentless
in assisting affected Filipinos
amid the conflict between
Israel and Iran, Malacafiang
said on July 3.

In a press briefing,
Palace Press Officer Claire
Castro said around eight
distressed overseas Filipino
workers (OFWs) from Israel
are expected to return home
on Thursday night.

About 12 OFWs will
depart Tel Aviv on July 4,
while 25 others will be back
home on July 6, Castro said.

Around 188 OFWs
from Israel have also received
financial assistance equivalent
to USD200, while 304 OFWs
have been given hygiene kits
and food packs, according to
the Department of Migrant
Workers’ (DMW) data
presented by Castro during the
Palace press briefing.

“Kaya po ang sinasabi
na walang ginagawa at
walang plano ang pamahalaan
patungkol sa ating mga
kababayan (That is why the
claim that the government is
doing nothing and has no plans
regarding our countrymen)
in relation to the Israel-Iran

conflict, iyan po ay isang
malaking kasinungalingan
(that is a big lie),” she said.

While the Department
of Foreign Affairs has
downgraded the alert level
in Israel to Alert Level 2,
monitoring and assistance
remain in place for OFWs
who want to be repatriated, the
DMW said on Wednesday.

Around 373 of the
nearly 30,000 OFWs in Israel
have expressed interest in
returning home since June 23,
based on the DMW data.

To date, around 26
OFWs have already been
repatriated. (PNA)

AID CONTINUES. Philippine Ambassador to Israel Aileen Mendiola visits Filipinos
in Arad City, southern Israel in this photo shared by the embassy on June 27, 2025.
The Filipinos are temporarily unemployed after hotels in the Dead Sea decided to halt
operations. (Photo courtesy of PH Embassy in Israel Facebook)

NAIA composite team nabs more erring PUV drivers

By Ma. Cristina Arayata

MANILA — The Ninoy Aquino
International  Airport (NAIA)
composite team tasked to crack
down on erring public utility
vehicle (PUV) drivers at the
country’s main gateway continues
to apprehend more individuals
via random inspections.

On Wednesday, at least 41 taxis,
motorcycle taxis and vehicles
were inspected at the NAIA
Terminal 3.

Two PUVs were issued

violation tickets for having
expired registration and were
later impounded, the Land

Transportation Office (LTO) said
in a news release.

The LTO is among
the members of the composite
team, together with the Manila
International Airport Authority
(MIAA), its Airport Police
Department (APD), the Land
Transportation Franchising and
Regulatory Board (LTFRB), and

the Philippine National Police
(PNP) Aviation Security Group.

More LTO personnel
were deployed to conduct the
random inspections “to make
the response system more active
and real-time against drivers
of taxis and other modes of
public transportation who are
overcharging passengers,” it said.

“We are making NAIA
and its surroundings a ’discipline
zone’ and the deployment of
our personnel there will be the

start to ensure compliance of
the regulations of these drivers,”
LTO chief Assistant Secretary
Vigor Mendoza II was quoted as
saying.

Earlier, MIAA General
Manager Eric Ines also said the
45 personnel tasked to patrol
the airport’s vicinity would be
augmented.

On June 27, the license
of a motorcycle taxi driver got
suspended for allegedly charging
his passenger PHP2,000 from

NAIA Terminal 3 to Cainta,
Rizal.

On Jan. 25, at least 11
PUV drivers were apprehended
for illegal contracting of
passengers and committing
franchise violations.

These  apprehensions
were the result of the intensified
efforts of the composite team that
was formed last June 22 and has
been functioning 24/7, according
to Ines. (PNA)

DepEd’s...

ing a regular feeding program.
This ensures that children
from poor families will re-
ceive well-balanced meals and
regularly attend school.

DepEd’s  Nutritional
Assessment Program assesses
the nutritional status of stu-
dents, especially in elementary
schools. Using their height and
weight measurements, it aims
to identify those who may be
underweight, overweight, or
malnourished.

In Lipa City, Cloud
Yuan Manalo of Teodoro M.
Kalaw Memorial School was
one of the children who ef-

from page 1

fectively improved his overall
health and school performance

through the School-Based
Feeding Program.
“Cloud often felt

tired and found it hard to
concentrate in class. His par-
ents worried about his health
and performance in school,”
according to a case report
by the DepEd Calabarzon’s
Lipa Schools Division Office
(SDO).

Alexa Jane Polistico
was also part of the feeding
program after she was as-
sessed as undernourished with
a body mass index (BMI) in-

dicating a state of wasting by
school health officials.

The nutritional as-
sessment for Kindergarten to
Grade 6-DepEd Lipa’s record
for keeping track of the nutri-
tional development and school
performance of children who
were part of the School-Based
Feeding Program-monitored
the weight of 48,069 students
during the school year 2023-
2024. Of this, around 3.96
percent or 1,905 children were
found to be severely wasted
while 1,010 were severely
stunted or significantly below
the expected height for their
age.

Neil Zyra Lat, a Grade
3 student from Abundio Torre
Memorial Elementary School,
was also part of the 120-day
SBFP. He and 53 other stu-
dents were fed with nutri-bun,
milk, and champrado which
provided them with the right
amount of carbohydrates and
other nutrients needed by
growing children in school.

“There came a time
when I would always get sick,
and would be brought to a
check-up every week because
I was underweight. Thanks
to this feeding program, my
weight gradually increased.”

The SBFP also led

Neil to adopt healthy eating
habits, such as drinking milk
regularly. This, Niel said, was
his source of energy everyday.

“These comments
just proves that this program
was successful and beneficial
not only to schools, but more
importantly to our young stu-
dents.”

For the students in
Lipa City, the School-Based
Feeding program not only
ensures regular school at-
tendance. More importantly,
it provided them with ample
nutrition their growing bodies
need. (PB/PIA4A)

PBBM...

Bacoor City Mayor Strike
Revilla.

Under the Benteng
Bigas Meron Na program,
those given priority in buying
the PhP20 per kilo rice
Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino

from page 1
senior citizens, solo parents,
persons  with  disabilities

(PWDs), and minimum wage
workers.

According to the DA,
500 sacks of rice procured by
the National Food Authority

delivered to the KADIWA ng
Pangulo outlet at the Zapote-
Bacoor Public Market.

The rice allotment
allows 2,500 residents to
purchase 10 kilos each at a
subsidized price of Php20 per
kilo.

Terminal Inc. buys rice from
the NFA and sells it through
the KADIWA ng Pangulo
network and other participants
in the Benteng Bigas Meron
Na program.

With 94  outlets
established nationwide so far,

program will be expanded to
key urban centers, including
those outside Metro Manila, to
reach 15 million beneficiaries
by next year.

Program (4Ps) recipients, from local farmers were The DA’s Food the Benteng Bigas Meron Na
DOH... Jrom page 1 (2,123  cases), Binangonan health department reported higher, from last year, with
Contracted through prioritized for treatment in (853), Bacoor (770), Santa 197 Covid-19 cases, of which 196 cases.
contaminated floodwater, health centers. Rosa (679), San Pedro (678), 114 have already recovered, “We can prevent
leptospirosis is transmitted Meanwhile, the Dasmarifias (665), General while three have died due to this if we have clean water

through skin contact or mucous
membranes with moist soil,
vegetation contaminated with
the urine of infected animals.

Torio assured that
patients who had contact
with floodwater would be

health department also logged
21,387 dengue cases in the
region. According to the
Regional Epidemiology and
Surveillance Unit (RESU),
the highest number of cases
were reported in Antipolo

Trias (657), Cainta (556), Imus
(540), and Cabuyao (519).
Torio also  noted
that other diseases, such as
monkeypox and Covid-19, are
also prevalent in the region.
As of January 1, the

complications. On the other
hand, 20 monkeypox cases
have been reported in the
entire region since January
2025.

Acute diarrhea cases
also rose to 259, or 32 percent

sources or have hygienic food
preparation practices.” (PB/
PIA4A)
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Feasting amid starvation

As Bezos spends millions like it was
going out of fashion, feasting on
caviar and champagne, and frolicking
during his opulent three-day wedding
in Venice, people in Gaza and other
conflict-ridden places are withering
away from starvation.

Amazon  founder  Jeff
Bezos, the third richest man on the
planet, whose net worth of $238
billion is larger than the GDP of
several countries combined, including
Costa Rica, Iceland and Afghanistan,
pulled out all the stops, burning close
to US$60 million in his three-day long
wedding to fiancee Lauren Sanchez in
Venice.

he couple cavorted in lavish
pre-nuptial festivities, which included
a foam party on board Bezos’s $500
million superyacht Koru anchored in
Venice lagoon even as luxe private
jets and megayachts unloaded their
star-studded A-list passengers Into the
City of Water.

Such displays of decadent
luxury as Bezos’ multi-million dollar
wedding are the visible signs of a
society where wealth is concentrated
among a tiny elite, often disconnected
from the realities faced by the world’s
marginalized populations.

Jeff Bezos is a specific
case in point. As he and his fiancée
spent enormous amounts like money
was going out of fashion, feasting on
caviar and champagne and frolicking
during their lavish three-day wedding
in Venice, people in Gaza and in other
conflict-ridden places in the world are
withering away from starvation.

The World Bank (WB), in
a study released last week (27 June
2025) said conflicts and their fatalities
have more than tripled since the early
2000s, refueling extreme poverty.

Economies in conflict-
affected regions across the world
have become the epicenters of
global poverty and food insecurity, a
situation increasingly shaped by the
frequency and intensity of conflicts,
the WB stressed.

Conflict and inequality
exacerbate the plight of those living in
depressed conditions, with millions,
particularly in conflict-stricken areas,
unable to access basic necessities
like clean water, nutritious food, and
adequate shelter.

In Gaza, 1.8-million
Palestinians are experiencing
extremely critical levels of hunger,
with 70 percent of crop fields
destroyed and livelihoods decimated
during the ongoing Israeli military
offensive.

Such strife and human
suffering are repeated in many
other places around the globe. The
aforementioned WB study revealed

that this year, some 421 million
people are struggling to live on less
than $3 a day in economies afflicted
by conflict and/or instability. And the
WB projects that number to rise to
435 million, or nearly 60 percent of
the world’s extreme poor, by 2030.

There has been global
attention focused on conflicts in many
countries, including Ukraine and the
Middle East for the past three years,
but half of the countries experiencing
conflict and/or instability today have
been in such conditions for more than
half a decade, according to World
Bank Group chief economist Indermit
Gill.

Currently, 39 economies
are said to be facing dire conditions
and 21 of them are being rocked by
active conflict, he said.

The list includes Somalia,
Ukraine, South Sudan, the West Bank,
Iraq and Gaza.

On a five-year basis, the
frequency and lethality of conflicts
have more than tripled since the early
2000s, and high-intensity conflicts —
those that kill more than 150 of every
one million people — are usually
followed by a cumulative drop of
about 20 percent in GDP per capita
after five years.

M. Ayhan Kose, the WB
Group’s deputy chief economist,
pleads with the global community to
“pay greater attention to the plight
of these economies. Jumpstarting
growth and development will not be
easy, but it can be done, and it has
been done before.”

Indeed, conflict-stricken
Gaza, where famine looms, and other
places including Yemen, South Sudan,
the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Myanmar and Afghanistan could
greatly benefit from the philanthropy
of Bezos and his fellow billionaires,
Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg, and
Elon Musk, and others.

While governments and
such world organizations as the
World Bank and the United Nations
play crucial roles, individuals —
particularly those with the capacity to
make a difference — likewise have a
vital role to play.

Billionaire philanthropists
have the power and enormous
influence which they can opt to use to
channel resources into transformative
projects that address immediate needs
while laying the groundwork for long-
term peace and stability in Gaza and
in other conflict-stricken areas where
people need a caring world — and
compassionate, generous individuals
— to survive another day, another
week, hopefully longer, on this planet.
(TDT)
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Luha ang Tanging Nakamit

SYEMPRE, lehitimong
karapatan ng mga mang-
aawit at personalidad sa
social media na sina Jim
Paredes at Leah Navarro
na maglunsad ng rali laban
sa pagtakbong pangulo sa
eleksyong 2016 ni Bise-
Presidente Jejomar Binay.
Hindi ako maka-Binay,
pero maraming magandang
tanong ang maiisip kaugnay
ng raling #StopBinay na
pinamunuan nila noong
Hunyo a-10 sa Makati City.

Una, bakit ang
panawagan ay  huwag
tumakbo si Binay o pigilan
si Binay na tumakbo?
Alam naman nating lahat
na napakaraming kasong
hinukay at binuhay ng mga
alyado ni Pang. Noynoy
Aquino laban sa kanya.
Bakit hindi “Ikulong!” ang
panawagan? Dahil ba hindi
ito magagawa o gagawin
ng matataas na opisyal sa
gobyerno? Kung ganoon,
anong sinasabi nito tungkol

sa paghahari umano ng
“Daang  Matuwid”  na
tiyak na pinapaniwalaan

nina Paredes at Navarro?
Kung totoong matuwid ang
daan, kailangan pa bang
magrali laban sa kurakot?

Ikalawa, malinaw na
motibasyon ng protesta ang
takotsamismongpagtakbong
pangulo ni Binay — ibang
bagay pa kung mananalo
siya. Tiyak na layunin nitong
magdagdag sa  paninira
kay Binay para mabawasan
ang mga tagasuporta at

botante niya. Sa madaling
sabi, kakambal ng protesta
ang palagay na malakas pa
rin si Binay — sa kabila ng
kaliwa’t kanang paninira
sa kanya ng mga alyado ni
Aquino. Mulat kaya ang
mga organisador sa ganitong
implikasyon? O naunahan
na sila ng galit at grabeng
pagmaliit sa  pagsusuri
ng botanteng Pinoy?

Ikatlo, bakit hindi na
lang rali ng pagsuporta sa
kandidatura ni Interior and
Local Government Sec. Mar
Roxas? Malamang, gustong
palabasin nina Paredes at
Navarro na nilahukan ang
protesta ng mga sumusuporta
sa ibang presidentiable, pero
sinong maloloko nila? Sa
puntong ito, ang tanong
ay: Bakit sila naduwag
na ilabas ang kanilang
totoong panawagan? Baka
makasuhan ng maagang
pangangampanya? Ayaw
pa naman nila iyan,
silang nagpapanggap na
kontra sa tradisyunal na
pulitika. At dahil protesta

itong dikit sa pulitiko,
ang tanong: magkano?

Ikaapat, rali talaga
laban sa kandidatura
ni  Binay? Hindi ba

makakahintay ng kampanya
sa eleksyon iyan? Wala
bang mas kagyat na isyung
dapat ralihan? Naganap ang
protesta habang iniraratsada
ng Kongreso ang paggahasa
sa Konstitusyong 1987 at
pagpayag sa 100 porsyentong
pag-aari ng mga dayuhan sa

mga lupa at negosyo. Habang
inaangkin ng China ang
mga teritoryo ng Pilipinas.
Habang naghahanap ng
katarungan ang mga
manggagawa ng nasunog na
pabrika ng Kentex. Habang
ibabalik sa pagkapulis ang
command ng Mamasapano
na si  Alan Purisima.

Ikalima, 1,000 katao
talaga? Batay sa mga larawan
at kuha sa telebisyon, parang
hindi naman. Wala bang
pulis para magbigay ng mas
maliit na bilang? Bakit kaya
wala? Nagrali rin ba ang mga
trolls at fake accounts na
pinakilos nila sa kampanya
nilang online na #ingrata
laban kay Celia Veloso,
nanay ni Mary Jane Veloso?
Eh iyung mga kasabwat
nila sa Philippine Daily
Inquirer sa pagpopopularisa
ng hashtag? Ang lakas ng
loob nilang mangwestyon
ng bilang ng mga rali ng
ibang grupo, noong sila
na ang nag-organisa, bakit
parang malaking palpak?

Sa dulo, narinig
ang sigaw ng protestang
pinamunuan nina Paredes
at Navarro: sigaw ng
desperasyon — ng pulitikong
tulo-laway sa pagkapangulo
pero malabong manalo. Atng
mga mang-aawit na dating
kumikita mula sa talento,
kumita mula sa pagsipsip kay
Aquino, pero nangangamba
ngayong mawalan ng sweldo.

12 Hunyo 2015
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The Use of Al in Devt
Communications

By PIA

Once a relatively highly
technical topic  primarily
explored in academic circles
and specialized industries,
Artificial Intelligence (Al) has
now burst into the mainstream,
captivating the imagination
of innovators and ordinary

people alike.
Today, Al
encompasses  nearly  all

computer applications, from
virtual assistants to advanced
algorithms that power
recommendation systems on
platforms like Netflix and

Amazon.

This dramatic shift
reflects not only technological
advancements but also an

increasing reliance on Al
to  enhance  productivity,
personalize experiences,

and drive innovation across
multiple sectors.

With the challenges of
poverty alleviation, sustainable
development, and public
health taking center stage, the
integration of Al in the field of
development communications
offers innovative solutions that
promise to enhance outreach
and engagement.

Al is transforming
development communications
through data analysis.
Organizations can leverage Al
algorithms to sift through large
volumes of data, identifying
trends and patterns that may
not be immediately apparent.

For instance,
public health organizations
can analyze social media
conversations to gauge
public sentiment regarding
vaccination campaigns. This
real-time feedback allows for
more tailored communication
strategies that resonate with
the target audience.

CAVITEVIE

PGC Joins Cavite PNP’s One-Day
Barangayanihan Caravan in Maragondon

THE Provincial Government
of Cavite (PGC), in
collaboration with the Cavite
Police  Provincial  Office,
brought  essential  public
services closer to the people
of Maragondon through a
medical mission conducted
as part of the One-Day
Barangayanihan Caravan held
on June 26, 2025 at Barangay
Sta. Mercedes in Maragondon,
Cavite.

With  around 200
residents  benefitting from
the activity, the PGC’s
medical and dental team
provided free consultations
and health services, as
well as free prescribed
medicines, contributing to the

government’s goal of ensuring

accessible healthcare,
especially in  underserved
areas.

The impact of the
caravan was  significantly
enhanced by the active

participation ~ of  various
national agencies and
offices, each contributing

essential services to the local
community. The Philippine
Statistics  Authority (PSA)
facilitated ~ National ID
registration and issued vital
civil registry  documents,
including  birth, marriage,
and death certificates. The
Technical Education and
Skills Development Authority
(TESDA)  promoted its

livelihood and vocational
training programs, aiming
to equip residents with
employable skills. Meanwhile,
the  Public =~ Employment
Service Office (PESO)
offered  job facilitation
services and employment
opportunities to individuals
seeking livelihood support.
The  Philippine  National
Police (PNP) engaged with
the community by providing
legal consultations, offering
free haircuts through their
“Libreng Gupit” initiative,
and sharing information on
career opportunities within
the PNP. Additionally, the
event included a ceremonial
turnover of medical equipment

Narrative generation
tools can create personalized
messages that address
community needs directly
while maintaining a consistent
organizational voice.

As recently
highlighted by Undersecretary
and Palace Press Officer Claire
Castro of the Presidential
Communications Office, the
challenge of disinformation
is particularly pertinent in
today’s digital landscape.

Organizations are now
exploring partnerships with
tech companies to develop
Al tools specifically designed
to combat misinformation,
enabling rapid responses to
false narratives before they
proliferate.

One of the essential
tenets of development
communications is
empowering local
communities by giving them
a voice in decision-making
processes.

Al tools can facilitate
this by analyzing feedback
collected from community

members through various
channels, including surveys
and social media discussions.

Insights obtained can
inform program development
and implementation  that
is tailored to the specific
needs and preferences of the
community.

While the potential
of Al in development
communications 1S vast, it’s
crucial to navigate the ethical
considerations  surrounding
its use. Concerns regarding
data privacy, algorithmic
bias, and transparency must
be addressed. Organizations
must commit to ethical Al
practices, ensuring that the
deployment of technology
aligns with the values of trust
and accountability.

As demonstrated
by the Philippines’ recent
initiative to frame responsible
Al use, a multi-stakeholder
approach can pave the way for
development communications
that are not only effective
but also rooted in ethical
principles.

The Use of Al

in.Devt
Communications

Photo courtesy of PIA
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and essential medicines from
Cavite PPO to the Rural Health
Unit, strengthening its service
capabilities. Complementing
these services, the distribution
of free slippers brought smiles
to many residents, particularly

children, highlighting the
event’s commitment to both
practical  assistance  and

community well-being.

The multi-sectoral
initiative  exemplifies  the
commitment of the Provincial
Government of Cavite and its
partners to uplift the lives of

Cavitefios through accessible
and integrated services. The
medical mission, in particular,
underscores the province’s
continued prioritization of
health and wellness as part of
its core programs.

Barangay officials
and residents expressed their
heartfelt appreciation to the
PGC and partner agencies
for bringing  government
services right to their doorstep,
promoting community welfare
and inclusive development.---
JDP (Cavite PIO)

Photo courtesy of Cavite PIO
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Republic of the Philippines

Fourth Judicial Region

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
City of Bacoor

Email: rtc1bcrocc@judiciary.gov.ph.
Telephone No. 09273707489

Foreclosure No. 2025-85
For: Extra-Judicial Foreclosure of Real Estate Mortgage

RIZAL COMMERCIAL BANKING CORPORATION,
(in its capacity as successor-in-interest of RCBC
Savings Bank Inc.),

Mortgagee,

-versus-

SPS. JOHN J. JAYOBO & ROWENA C. JAYOBO,
Mortgagors.

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE

Upon Extra-judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135 as
Amended by Act 4118 filed by the mortgagee, RIZAL
COMMERCIAL BANKING CORPORATION (in its capacity
as successor-in-interest of RCBC Savings Bank Inc.) at 28th
Floor AT Yuchengco Centre, 25th & 26th Sts., Bonifacio
Global City Taguig City, and against the mortgagors SPS.
JOHN J. JAYOBO & ROWENA C. JAYOBO at #03 Bayabas
St., Mutual Homes Putatan Muntinlupa City and Blk. 19 Lot
7 Lessandra Hts. Bacoor, Cavite, to satisfy the mortgagee
indebtedness which as of May 29, 2025, amounts to EIGHT
HUNDRED FIFTY SIX THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED
SIXTY SEVEN PESOS & 11/100 (P856,767.11), Philippine
Currency, exclusive of any penalties, interest and other
fees incident to this foreclosure, the undersigned or her
duly authorized representative will sell at the public auction
on July 17, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning or soon
thereafter, at the main entrance of the Hall of Justice of
Bacoor City, Cavite, to the highest bidder for CASH and In
Philippine Currency, the following described property with
all the improvements thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (057-
2012032910) 167-2016011598

“A PARCEL OF LAND (LOT 7, BLOCK 19, OF THE CONS.-
SUBD. PLAN, PCS-04-025617, BEING A PORTION OF
LOTS 9031-A & 7081-B, PSD-04-001444; LOT 7082, FLS-
2283;L0OT 6683, IMUS FRIARLAND ESTATE&LOT 2, PCS-
04-025171, L.R.C. REC. NO. ), SITUATED IN BARANGAY
OF MOLINO, MUNICIPALITY OF BACOOR, PROVINCE
OF CAVITE, ISLAND OF LUZON. X X X, CONTAINING AN
AREA OF NINETY THREE (93) SQUARE METERS.

“All sealed bid must be submitted to the undersigned on the
above stated time and date.”

“In the event the public auction should not take place on the
said date, it shall be held on July 24, 2025, without further
notice.”

Prospective buyers or bidders are hereby enjoined to
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and
encumbrances, if any there be.

City of Bacoor, June 10, 2025.

MELY C. HERMOSURA-VISTA
Clerk of Court VI

By:

DEMETRIO T. VILLANUEVA, JR.
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:

RIZAL COMMERCIAL BANKING CORPORATION
28th Floor AT Yuchengco Centre, 25th & 26th Sts., Bonifacio
Global City Taguig City

SPS. JOHN J. JAYOBO & ROWENA C. JAYOBO
#03 Bayabas St., Mutual Homes Putatan Muntinlupa City
Blk. 19 Lot 7 Lessandra Hts. Bacoor, Cavite

WARNING: It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or
destroy this notice of Extra-judicial Sale on or before the
date of sale.

Ang Cavitefio Newsweekly
June 16, 23 & 30, 2025

EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late JAN
CARLO ANDRADA GRAVIDEZ who died intestate on
MARCH 26, 2024 at 117 Sevidal St. Poblacion, San
Fabian Pangasinan who left a parcel of land covered
by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 057-
2021064649, containing an area of sixty square meters,
more or less with building together all improvements
thereon, situated at Barangay Bagtas, Tanza, Cavite
which has been extrajudicially settled by his heirs as per
Doc. No. 27, Pahe No. 07, Book No. LXXXIIIl, Series of
2025, Notary Public Atty. Crisauro Reginald M. Arandia.

Ang Cavitefio Newsweekly
June 23 & 30, 2025 & July 7, 2025

EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF THE
ESTATE OF THE LATE JOSE D. MILAN AND
EVANGELINA A. MILAN

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late JOSE D.
MILAN who died SEPTEMBER 16,2007 and EVANGELINA
A. MILAN who died FEBRUARY 1, 2010 who left seven
(7) parcels of land covered by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE NO. T-98335 and TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE NO. T-330634 both containing an area of 222
square meters, more or less, and both situated in the Bo.
of Salcedo Noveleta, Cavite, TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE NO. T-443078 containing an area of 75 square
meters, more or less, and TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF
TITLE NO. T-259444 containing an area of 150 square
meters, more or less, both situated in the Bo. San Antonio,
Noveleta, Cavite, TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE
NO. T-206199 containing an area of 240 square meters,
more or less, situated in the Bo. San Rafael, Noveleta,
Cavite, TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. T-11181
containing an area of 200 square meters, more or less,
situated in the Diat, Caridad, Cavite City, TRANSFER
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. T-880494 containing an
area of 240 square meters, more or less, situated in the
Brgy. Timalan, Naic, Cavite which has been extra judicially
settled by their heirs as per Doc. No. 27, Page No. 05, Book
No. 30, Series of 2025, Notary Public Atty. Germiniano A.
Demecillo, Jr.

Ang Cavitefio Newsweekly
June 23 & 30, 2025 & July 7, 2025

EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE
WITH WAIVER OF RIGHTS

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late RICHARD
VALDEZ RANCHEZ who died intestate on AUGUST 26,
2024 at Baguio General Hospital and Medical Center,
Baguio City who left community properties such as
Residential Land covered by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE NO. 057-2011006839 and TAX DECLARATION
Bearing No. 237011008337, consisting of 55 square
meters, situated at Barangay Langcaan, Dasmarifas,
Cavite and Residential Building covered by TAX
DECLARATION Bearing No. 2370011034161 with an area
of 46-41 square meters located at Ville De Soleil, Brgy.
Langkaan 1, Dasmarifias City, Cavite which has been
extrajudicially settled by his heirs with waiver of rights in
favor of SHIELA TOPE RANCHEZ, widow, as per Doc.
No. 281, Page No. 57, Book No. VI, Series of 2025, Notary
Public Atty. Sandra A. Wanason.

Ang Cavitefio Newsweekly
June 30, 2025 & July 7 & 14, 2025

PBBM wants thorough
probe into missing

‘sabungeros’ case
By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA - President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. has ordered a thorough investigation into
the disappearance of “sabungeros” (cockfight
aficionados) to hold accountable the people
behind the alleged abduction and killing of the
victims, Malacafiang said on Wednesday.

“Ipagpatuloy po ang pag-iimbestiga,
malalimang pag-iimbestiga para malaman kung
sino ba talaga ang sangkot dito at mapanagot ang
dapat mapanagot (Continue the investigation, a
thorough investigation to find out who is really
involved in this and hold accountable those
who are involved),” Palace Press Officer Claire
Castro told reporters when asked about Marcos’
directive following the latest developments on
the case.

Castro said the Department of Justice has
to verify the testimonies of and evidence from
the witnesses.

She said the witnesses’ claims must be
supported with substantial evidence, such as
photos and videos, to shed light on the reported
disappearance of the victims.

“Ayon nga rin po sa DOJ ay meron
pong apat na witnesses na maaaring tumulong
pero kailangan pa nilang i-evaluate ang mga
testimony nila para malaman kung sino ‘yung
pwedeng maging state witness (According to the
DOQJ, there are four witnesses who can help, but
they still need to evaluate their testimonies to
find out who can be a state witness),” Castro said.

Castro said the government is also
expecting a fair probe, even as some influential
personalities were implicated.

“Naniniwala po tayo sa integridad ng
ating korte at ito’y masosolusyonan ng naaayon
sa batas at naaayon sa rule of law (We believe
in the integrity of our court and that this will
be resolved in accordance with the law and in
accordance with the rule of law),” she said.

One of the suspects, identified as alias
Totoy, earlier tagged several police officers and
a showbiz personality in the case of over 100
missing sabungeros.

The whistleblower claimed that the
bodies of the victims were dumped in Taal Lake
in Batangas province.

The DOJ revealed on June 26 that
the mastermind in the abduction-killing of
sabungeros is part of a group of around 20
individuals, including some government officials
and police officials, who have adopted a corporate
setup in running the billion-peso industry.

It also warned that the powerful group
could influence the courts, even the Supreme
Court. (PNA)

Palace Press Officer Claire Castro (PNA file photo)



Hunyo 30-Hulyo 06, 2025

ADVERTISEMENT

Republic of the Philippines

Fourth Judicial Region

Regional Trial Court of Cavite

Office of the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff
New Justice Hall, J.P. Rizal Avenue, Kaybagal
South, Tagaytay City

EJF NO. TG-25-007
FOR: Extrajudicial Foreclosure of Real Estate Mortgage
under Act No. 3135, as Amended

BDO LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY,
INC., as Assignee-In-Interest of BDO
LEASING AND FINANCE INC.,

Mortgagee,
-versus-

SPOUSES RAMON M. CARLOS
AND JOJI C. SANTOS,
Debtors/Mortgagors,

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-judicial foreclosure sale under Act
3135, as Amended by Act No. 4118, filed by Mortgagee-
Assignee, BDO LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, INC., (as
Assignee-In-Interest of BDO Leasing and Finance, Inc.), a
domestic corporation duly organized and existing under the
laws of the Republic of the Philippines, with principal office
and place of business at 39th Floor BDO Corporate Center
Ortigas, No. 12 ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong
City, pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Real
Estate Mortgage (“MORTGAGE”) executed and notarized
on October 19, 2018 by Debtors/Mortgagors, SPOUSES
RAMON M. CARLOS AND JOJI C. SANTOS, of legal age,
American Citizens, with residence and postal addresses at
(1) No. 83 San Jacinto Street, San Roque, Cardona, Rizal
Province; (2) Unit 1502 15th Floor Tower 5 Wind Residences,
Brgy. Salaban, Emilio Aguinaldo Highway, Maharlika West,
Tagaytay City and (3) 9148 Cranford Avenue, Arleta, Los
Angeles, California 91331, United States of America,
represented by PAOLO CAMPO REYES as per Special
Power of Attorney executed and notarized on July 13, 2017,
in favor of BDO LEASING AND FINANCE INC., which has
assigned all its rights, title and interests in the receivables,

including its corresponding collateral, to herein Mortgagee-
Assignee, by virtue of a Deed of Assignment without Recourse
executed and notarized on March 9, 2020, over a real estate
property including improvements thereon, described in and
covered by CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO.
076-2018001828 of the Registry of Deeds for Tagaytay City, in
order to satisfy the outstanding loan obligation of the Debtors/
Mortgagors in the amount of SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY
SIX THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED FORTY-EIGHT PESOS
AND 79/100 (Php756,248.79), as of November 27, 2024, the
undersigned Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional
Trial Court of Cavite thru her deputy, Oliver N. Mendoza, will
sell at public auction on August 28, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in
the morning or soon thereafter, at the New Hall of Justice of
Tagaytay City, to the highest bidder, for Cash or Manager’s
Check and in Philippine Currency, the following property with
all its improvements thereon, to wit:

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO.
2018001828
Registry of Deeds for Tagaytay City

076-

“IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the unit identified and
described as:

WIND RESIDENCES TOWER 5

FLOOR LEVEL : FIFTEENTH FLOOR

UNIT NUMBER : UNIT-1502

UNIT TYPE : RESORT RES UNIT 1 W/ SHEARWALL
UNIT AREA : 28.64 SQUARE METERS

in the diagrammatic floor plan appended to the enabling
or master deed of the condominium project annotated on
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 2012004161 which
embraces and describes the land located at BRGY. SALABAN,
MAHARLIKA WEST (NOW), CITY OF TAGAYTAY with an
area of FIVE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED NINETY-
SEVEN (5,797) Square Meter, is registered in the name of:

Owner: SPOUSES RAMON M. CARLOS AND JOJI C.
SANTOS,

AMERICAN CITIZENS, BOTH OF LEGAL AGE

Address: 9148 CRANFORD AVENUE, ARLETA, LOS
ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

91331, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA”

In the event the public auction should not take place on the
said date, it shall be held on September 4, 2025 without

BOC chief suspends unserved letters
of authority, mission orders

By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA —Newly appointed Bureau of Customs
(BOC) Commissioner Ariel Nepomuceno has
ordered the suspension of the implementation of
all previously approved but unserved letters of
authority (LOAs) and mission orders (MOs).

The LOA authorizes customs officers
to demand evidence of payment of duties and
taxes on imported goods openly for sale or kept
in storage, as provided under Section 224 of the
Customs Modernization and Tariff Act (CMTA).

An MO, meanwhile, refers to the written
directive or order issued by the Commissioner or
other Customs officers authorized in writing by
the BOC chief to carry out specific instructions
given to a deputized officer.

In a memorandum issued on July 2,
Nepomuceno instructed concerned deputy
commissioners to submit a comprehensive status
report on all LOAs and MOs issued from Jan. 1
to June 30, 2025, within 24 hours of receipt.

The suspension is part of a broader effort

to restore discipline in field operations, prevent
unauthorized or outdated enforcement activities,
and reinforce the agency’s commitment to lawful
and transparent practices.

The directive applies to all LOAs and
MOs issued before July 2 that have yet to be
served and covers all units under the Intelligence
and Enforcement Groups.

“We are implementing this step to clearly
determine what actions are still pending and to
ensure that all enforcement efforts are legally
sound, properly documented, and aligned
with the Bureau’s direction moving forward,”
Nepomuceno said in a statement Thursday.

The BOC remains aligned with the
directive of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
to professionalize government operations and
intensify efforts against smuggling and revenue
leakage, the media release said.

It added that the agency continues
to uphold its core mandate through effective
enforcement and institutional reform. (PNA)

further notice.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to
investigate and verify for themselves the CONDOMINIUM
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 076-2018001828 the
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the
above stated time and date.

Tagaytay City, Philippines, June 19, 2025.

ATTY. VARBRA ANN A. VARIAS-DIMAYUGA
Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheriff

OLIVER N. MENDOZA
Sheriff-in-Charge

Copy Furnished:

BDO LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, INC.,

as Assignee-In-Interest of BDO LEASING AND FINANCE,
INC.

Mortgagee

39th Floor BDO Corporate Center Ortigas, No. 12 ADB
Avenue, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong City

SPOUSES RAMON M. CARLOS AND JOJI C. SANTOS
Debtors/Mortgagors

(1) No. 83 San Jacinto Street, San Roque, Cardona, Rizal
Province

(2) Unit 1502 15th Floor Tower 5 Wind Residences, Brgy.
Salaban, Emilio Aguinaldo Highway, Maharlika West,
Tagaytay City

(3) 9148 Cranford Avenue, Arleta, Los Angeles, California
91331, United States of America

PAOLO CAMPO REYES

Attorney-in-Fact of the Debtors/Mortgagors

No. 83 San Jacinto Street, San Roque, Cardona, Rizal
Province

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE,
DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S
SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF THE AUCTION SALE
UNDER THE PENALTY OF LAW

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
June 23, 30 & July 07, 2025

Bureau of Customs Commissioner Ariel Nepomuceno. (Photo courtesy

of BOC)
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BBM Na rice now available in
94 locations natlonW1de

By Stephanie Sevillano

MANILA - The “Benteng
Bigas Meron (BBM) Na” is
now available in 94 locations

across the country, the
Department of Agriculture
(DA) said Wednesday.

The BBM Na refers
to the sale of PHP20 per kg.
of aging but good quality
rice stocks of the National
Food Authority (NFA) for the
members of the vulnerable
sector and minimum wage
earners.

As of June 23, about
542.18 metric tons — worth
PHP10.83 million - have
been sold, benefiting 63,473
households by the Kadiwa

ng Pangulo (KNP) and other
accredited sites.

This includes the
launch of the BBM Na KNP
site at the Zapote public
market in Bacoor, Cavite on
Wednesday morning, led
by President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr.

KNP outlets, pop-up

stores, and partner retailers
are now operating in Metro
Manila, Central Luzon
(Aurora, Bulacan, Nueva
Ecija), Calabarzon (Cavite,
Laguna, Rizal, Quezon),
Oriental and  Occidental
Mindoro, Pangasinan,

Bacolod, Siquijor, and 37 sites
in Cebu.
Continued on page 2...

Report abusive palay
traders, Palace tells farmers

By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA - Malacafiang
on Thursday warned rice
traders against exploiting
the government’s PHP20 per
kg. rice program to justify
lowering their buying price of
play (unhusked rice), urging
farmers to report any abusive
practices to authorities.

Palace Press Officer
Claire Castro said reports
have reached the Department
of Agriculture (DA) that some
traders are citing the “Benteng
Bigas, Meron Na!” (BBM
Na) program to buy palay
at unfairly low prices from
farmers.

She urged farmers
who experience such abuse
to report directly to the DA,
Department of the Interior and
Local Government (DILG),
or the Department of Justice
(DOJ), assuring them that the
government will take legal
action.

“Sabihin lamang po sa
amin sa DA, sa DILG, sa DOJ
at kami po ang magdedemanda
sa mga traders na umaabuso
(Report them to us at the DA,
DILG, or DOJ, and we will file

cases against abusive traders),”
Castro said in a press briefing
at the Palace.

The Palace official
assured farmers that the
administration will act on
verified complaints, especially
if supported by sufficient
evidence.

“Huwag po kayong
matakot basta lamang
kumpletuhin ninyo ang inyong
mga cbidensiya... maaari
po kasi itong maging kaso
na economic sabotage kaya
huwag po kayo mag-atubili na
magsumbong sa amin (Do not
be afraid, just complete your
evidence... this can be a case
of economic sabotage, so do
not hesitate to report them to
us),” she added.

The PHP20 per kg.
rice initiative, a key campaign
promise of President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., is
part of the administration’s
broader agenda to combat
food inflation, stabilize prices,
and boost agricultural value
chains.

Under the program,
eligible  sectors—such as
senior citizens, persons with

Continued on page 2...
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CHEAP RICE. An elderly citizen buys PHP20-per-kg. rice under the “Benteng Bigas Meron Na!” (BBM Na!) at the Department of
Agriculture (DA) - Agribusiness Development Center s Kadiwa ng Pangulo along the Elliptical Road in Diliman, Quezon City on May
22, 2025. The DA on Wednesday (July 2, 2025) said the BBM Na is now available in 94 locations nationwide. (PNA photo by Joan

Bondoc)

DICT’s eGov PH app drives Calabarzon
digitalization with over 2M downloads

By Kristianne Andrade

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA)—More residents in
the Calabarzon region are
now enjoying easier access
to government services as
the e-Government (eGov PH)
super app reaches over two
million downloads.

According to the
Department of Informationand
Communications Technology
(DICT) Calabarzon, a total
of 2,004,902 wusers have
downloaded the application,
placing the region second

Photo courtesy of PIA

among 17 regions nationwide.

Launched on June
2, 2023, the eGov PH supper
app serves as a one-stop-shop
online application designed
to simplify processes in
government transactions
and improve the delivery
of essential services. It also
supports the creation of a more
business-friendly environment
by bringing government
processes online.

DICT Calabarzon
Regional  Director  Felix
Tabanao Jr. said the high
number of downloads reflects

growing public support for
digital transformation in the
region.

“We are glad that in
terms of users who patronize
the e-GovPH, Calabarzon is
second in the entire country
and the public is embracing
digitalization and access to
government services in one
app,” Tabanao said.

Among the region’s
top users are residents from
Cavite, leading with 639,437

downloads, followed by
Laguna  (444,493), Rizal
Continued on page 2...




