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By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA – A reconciliation 
and political unity between 
President Ferdinand R. 
Marcos Jr. and the Duterte 
family would be ideal for the 
country, an analyst said on 
May 20.
	 In an interview in 
Taguig City on Tuesday, 
Stratbase ADRI president 
Dindo Manhit backed Marcos’ 
openness to mend ties with 
the Dutertes, noting it would 
enable the country’s leadership 
to focus its attention on 
pressing issues, especially 
external challenges.
	 “Of course, sa bayan 
natin mas magandang may 
(in our country it is good 
to have) unity because the 
greatest challenge is outside, 
the country’s challenges are 
external,” he said.
	 The think-tank chief 
said a reconciliation between 
Marcos and Vice President 
Sara Duterte must be anchored 

on accountability and good 
governance.
	 “Sana (I hope) the 
reconciliation or the unity of 
our political leaders is based 
on the core principles of 
accountability and truth and 
also respect of institutions,” he 
said, referring to the looming 
trial of the Vice President 
before a Senate impeachment 
court.
	 The Chief Executive 
on Monday said he is willing 
to reconcile with the Dutertes, 
noting that he seeks “stability 
and peace,” not enemies.
	 “Ako palagi akong 
bukas sa ganyan. I’m always 
open to any approach na 
‘halika mag-tulungan tayo’ 
(As much as possible, I pursue 
stability and peace so we can 
do our work. I’m always open 
to things like that. I’m always 
open to any approach that 
says ‘let’s help each other’),” 
he said in the first episode of 
his BBM Podcast. (PNA)

By Patricia Bermudez

DASMARIÑAS CITY, Cavite 
(PIA) — The initial rollout of 
the ‘Benteng Bigas Meron Na’ 
initiative in Dasmariñas City, 
Cavite has received public 
support as members of the 
vulnerable sectors welcome 
the government’s efforts to 
ensure rice accessibility and 
food security.
	 Vilma Menezes was 
one of the first senior citizens 
who waited outside the covered 
court at Barangay Salitran III.
	 Her breakfast in hand, 

Vilma did not mind waiting for 
an hour outside of the covered 
court. In fact, she was the first 
to stand up when the caretaker 
opened the gates that divided 
her and the other residents 
from the big sacks of rice to be 
sold on Friday, May 16.
	 Vilma was one of the 
many residents who availed 
of the P20 Rice Program, 
purchasing 10 kilos of rice—
enough to feed her family of 
five when combined with the 
rice her bedridden husband 
also bought.

Continued on page 3...
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Marcos-Duterte reconciliation 
ideal for PH – analyst

By Charmaine Odong

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA) — The Department 
of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD) in 
Calabarzon continues to 
mobilize members of the 
Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino 
Program (4Ps) in its efforts to 

mitigate the erratic effects of 
climate change.
	 One of these initiatives 
is the Project Local Adaptation 
to Water Access (LAWA) 
and Breaking Insufficiency 
through Nutritious Harvest for 
the Impoverished (BINHI), 
which aim to combat hunger 
and reduce the economic 

vulnerability of communities 
by addressing water scarcity 
and food insecurity worsened 
by natural disasters, 
particularly those linked to 
climate change.
	 Across various 
provinces in the Calabarzon 
region, the DSWD has 

Continued on page 3...

4Ps beneficiaries tapped for disaster-
proofing program

Higit p6-milyong kontribusyon na hindi 
inihuhulog ng employers, hahabulin ng SSS

El Shaddai religious group leader, Bro. Mike Velarde (center), endorses Ferdinand R. 
Marcos Jr and Sara Duterte before the 2022 elections. (Contributed file photo)

Continued on page 3...

na naihuhulog. 
Aabot na sa P6.02 milyong 
principal at with penalty 
contributions ang nais mabawi 
ng SSS sa mga naturang 
employer.
Ayon kay Engr. Edwin Igharas, 
Vice President, SSS Luzon 

Contribution Evaders (RACE) 
noong Mayo 16.
	 Sa Santa Rosa City, 
Laguna, 10 establisimyento 
ang nabigyan ng show-cause 
orders upang pagpaliwanagin 
sila sa mga buwanang 
kontribusyon ng mga 
manggagawa na hindi regular 

SA patuloy na pagpapatupad 
ng kanilang mandato na 
siguruhing may proteksyon 
ang mga manggagawa 
at napapangalagaan ang 
kanilang karapatan, idinaos 
ng Social Security System 
(SSS) sa buong Luzon ang 
Simultaneous Run After 
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Inflation Rate recorded at 1.7 percent in 
CALABARZON for the month of April 2025
[Lipa City, Batangas] – The 
Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA) CALABARZON 
reported the April 2025 inflation 
in the region via online press 
conference on 13 May 2025. 
Regional Director Charito C. 
Armonia announced that the 
prices of commodities in the 
region increased by 1.7 percent, 
lower than the 1.8 percent rise in 
prices observed in March.
	 Lower increase 
in prices for Food and 
Non-Alcoholic Beverages 
commodity group averaging 
at 2.1 percent compared to 
the previous month’s rate of 
3.6 percent contributed to the 

deceleration in the overall 
inflation rate (IR). In addition, 
Transport commodity group 
contributed to the decrease in 
overall IR, with recorded IR of 
-2.0, from -1.0 percent in March. 
	 Meanwhile, lower 
increases in the prices of 
commodities were observed 
in the provinces of Cavite and 
Quezon, along with the region’s 
highly urbanized city, City 
of Lucena. Cavite posted the 
lowest inflation of 0.6 percent, 
from 1.1 percent inflation in 
March 2025. Quezon posted 
an IR of 2.1 percent, from 3.4 
percent in March; and City of 
Lucena at 1.2 percent, from 2.0 

percent in March. In contrast, 
the provinces of Laguna and 
Rizal posted higher IR in April, 
both registering 2.4 percent, 
compared to 2.2 percent and 2.1 
percent, respectively, in March. 
On the other hand, Batangas 
retained its IR of 1.2 percent.
		  The PSA will 
continue to closely monitor 
regional Inflation patterns 
throughout the year, providing 
monthly reports to the public. 
For more information and 
inquiries on the results, visit 
ht t ps://rsso04a.psa.gov.ph. 
(PSA-Calabarzon)

to life, we must all act with the 
same urgency to implement its 
critical elements, including 
systems to ensure equitable 
access to life-saving pandemic-
related health products.”
	 Herbosa said the 

accord allows countries to 
build on lessons from the 
Covid-19 pandemic to ensure 
the future generation is better 
protected if a future pandemic 
emerges.
	 In a statement, the 

Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA) said the adoption 
represents a “historic 
milestone for multilateralism 
and a reaffirmation of the 
collective resolve of the 
international community to 
strengthen global cooperation 

from page 8PH...

[budget process] hanggang sa 
dulo po. Kung kinakailangan 
na umupo siya sa bicam, uupo 
ang ating Pangulo sa bicam 
(before the elections, he had 
instructions. We will always sit 
down for the budget process 
until the end. If it is necessary 
for him to sit down with the 
bicam, our President will sit in 
the bicam),” she added.
	 Pangandaman said 
the Department of Budget 
and Management’s (DBM) 
Two-Tier Budgeting Approach 
(2TBA) is used for the budget 
process.
	 Tier 1 covers regular 
expenses such as salaries 
(personnel services), operating 
costs (maintenance and other 
operating expenses), and 
ongoing capital projects, while 
Tier 2 includes big or new 
projects that need additional 
funds, as per requests from 
concerned agencies.
	 “Ito po ‘yung talagang 
tinitignan natin. Kasi po ‘yung 
iba po sa mga [projects] hindi 
pa ready. Mahirap naman po 
pondohan kung hindi shovel-
ready. Sayang naman po. 
Titignan po natin ‘yung mga 
utilization rate (This is what we 
are really looking at. Because 
the other projects are not 
ready yet. It is difficult to fund 
if they are not shovel-ready. It 
would just go to waste. We will 
look at the utilization rates),” 
Pangandaman said.
	 Pangandaman stressed 
that the national budget 
continues to play a key role 

in stimulating the Philippine 
economy, noting that the 
increase in the economic 
growth is “very high” because 
of government spending.
	 In January, the DBM 
launched the 2026 national 
budget preparation process 
with the National Budget Call 
Forum, marking the official 
start of the preparation phase 
for the National Expenditure 
Program which outlines the 
President’s proposed budget 
for next year.
	 The target spending 
level for Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 
is based on the government’s 
Medium-Term Fiscal 
Framework, which estimates 
a budget of almost PHP7 
trillion.
	 The Development 
Budget Coordination 
Committee (DBCC) is 
scheduled to meet on May 
26 to finalize and announce 
the official budget ceiling, 
which would depend on 
revenue projections from the 
Department of Finance (DOF), 
Bureau of Internal Revenue, 
and Bureau of Customs.
	 Once the budget 
ceiling and proposed programs 
are finalized, the DBM, 
together with the DBCC, 
DOF, and the Department 
of Economy, Planning, and 
Development will meet with 
Marcos to review key projects, 
especially those under the 
administration’s priority 
agenda. (PNA)

from page 8PBBM...

those who sought our help,” he 
said.
	 Meanwhile, the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) 
expressed continued 
support for the Philippines 
in upholding international 
commitments and advancing 
durable solutions.
	 “We commend the 
Philippine Government 
for its strong leadership in 
protecting people affected 
by forced displacement and 
statelessness. Its focus on 
resilience and community-
driven solutions reflects the 
spirit of our mission and 
the State’s commitment to 
its Global Refugee Forum 
pledges, the 2030 Agenda of 
leaving no one behind, and 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), especially 
SDG 3 on ensuring healthy 
lives and promoting well-
being for all at all ages,” said 
UNHCR Philippines Head of 
National Office Maria Ermina 
Valdeavilla-Gallardo.

from page 8Officials...
	 Norielyn Tabag, 
Director for the San Beda 
University’s Community 
Engagement Center, urged 
all academic institutions in 
the Philippines to continue 
this humanitarian tradition 
of opening doors and join 
the efforts to enhance 
and expand the access of 
refugees to education and 
other protective services that 
will allow refugees to have 
the opportunity to become 
productive members of 
society.
	 Meanwhile, Syrian 
national Abdulkarim Al-
Halabi, a recognized refugee 
and now entrepreneur, 
shared that while the refugee 
determination process was 
long, he never experienced 
negativity from the community 
ever since he came into the 
country in 2011 to seek refuge.
	 He expressed 
gratitude to the humanitarian 
assistance extended to him by 
the Philippines, which he now 
calls his home.

	 National Refugee Day 
was established by Presidential 
Proclamation No. 265, s.2023, 
declaring June 20 of every 
year as a national observance 
to recognize and strengthen 
the Philippines’ humanitarian 
tradition.
	 As a State Party to the 
1951 Refugee Convention and 
its 1967 Protocol, as well as the 
1954 and 1961 Statelessness 
Conventions, the Philippines 
remains committed to 
ensuring protection, inclusion, 
and opportunities for all 
forcibly displaced, stateless, 
and at-risk-of-statelessness 
individuals.
	 This year’s 
celebration, themed 
“Strengthening Spaces of 
Resilience and Hope,” brings 
together government agencies, 
international organizations, 
the academe, civil society 
organizations, and displaced 
communities to highlight 
collaborative approaches to 
protection, integration, and 
empowerment. (PNA)

in health.”
	 Manila played a 
constructive role in the 
negotiations when it served 
as co-facilitator for several 
articles, helping coordinate the 
Group for Equity composed of 
more than 30 member-states, 
and consistently advocating 
for fairness, inclusiveness, 
and the interests of developing 
countries in pandemic 
preparedness, prevention and 
response.
	 The Philippines also 
championed key provisions to 
promote and protect the rights 
of healthcare workers.
	 Among the key 
elements of the accord are 
commitments relating to 
pandemic prevention and 
surveillance, Pathogen Access 
and Benefits Sharing (PABS), 
access to pandemic-related 
health products, technology 
transfer, and research and 
development.
	 The work of WHO 
member-states will continue 
through the Intergovernmental 
Working Group to finalize the 
Annex on PABS.
	 Should the Assembly 
adopt the PABS annex next 
year, the Pandemic Agreement 
will then be open for 

signature and consideration 
of ratification, including by 
national legislative bodies.
	 The agreement will 
enter into force after 60 
ratifications.
	 The Philippines will 
continue contributing to this 
process and ensuring the 
development of a “fair and 
effective agreement” that will 
enhance global health security 
and promote health for all, the 
DFA said.
	 The WHO said 
pharmaceutical manufacturers 
participating in the PABS 
system will make available to 
the organization “rapid access 
targeting 20 percent of their 
real time production of safe, 
quality and effective vaccines, 
therapeutics, and diagnostics 
for the pathogen causing the 
pandemic emergency.”
	 The distribution of the 
products would be based on 
public health risk and need, 
with particular attention to the 
needs of developing countries.
	 The adoption of the 
Pandemic Agreement followed 
its approval by member-state 
delegations on May 19, with 
124 in favor, zero objections 
and 11 abstentions. (PNA)

REFUGEE. Syrian national Abdulkarim Al-Halabi and his family during the commemoration of National Refugee Day at the 
Department of Justice in Manila on Tuesday (May 20, 2025). Al-Halabi acknowledged the humanitarian assistance extended to him 
by the Philippine government in welcoming him as a refugee in 2011. (PNA photo by Ben Pulta)
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By Gelaine Louise Gutierrez

CJ Hilario, an incoming 
Grade 10 student at 
Caloocan High School, 
welcomes the announcement 
opening government career 
opportunities to high school 
graduates.
	 “I think this will 
greatly help those who need 
to work to help their parents,” 
CJ shared in Filipino, adding 
that he personally hopes to 
enter the workforce at 17 to 
gain professional experience 
while achieving financial 
independence.
	 The Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) 
announcement, he said, 
represents more than just 
employment; it offers a pathway 
to financial independence and 
family support.
	 CSC Resolution No. 
2500229, issued on March 
6, 2025, formally recognizes 
graduates of the K to 12 
program – both Junior High 
(Grade 10) and Senior High 
School (Grade 12) completers 
– as eligible for numerous 
first-level positions within the 
government workforce.
	 CJ also offered 
balanced advice to his peers 
considering this opportunity: 
“If they need a job, they should 
go for it, especially if they 
need to help their parents. But 
if they are financially stable, 
it’s also okay to finish college 
first.”
Understanding the Changes
	 The revised 
educational requirements 
specifically target first-
level government positions 
– support roles that include 
clerical, trade, craft, custodial, 

and other sub-professional 
work in both supervisory and 
non-supervisory capacities.
Key changes include:
	 Positions previously 
requiring “High School 
Graduate” now accept Grade 
10 completers (starting 2016).
Requirements formerly listing 
“2 Years of College” now 
recognize Grade 12 graduates 
(starting 2016).
	 Technical positions 
have expanded pathways, 
including Grade 12 Technical-
Vocational Track graduates 
or Grade 10 completers with 
relevant TESDA National 
Certification II.
	 The CSC has clarified 
that these revised standards 
exclude positions requiring 
higher education degrees or 
those regulated by professional 
boards.
	 This policy change 
represents a significant reform 
of government employment 
standards, recognizing the 
K to 12 program’s role in 
preparing students for the 
workforce while creating more 
inclusive pathways to public 
service.
	 For many Filipino 
families struggling with 
educational costs, this reform 
offers a crucial alternative 
– allowing their children to 
contribute financially while 
gaining valuable professional 
experience in service to the 
nation.
	 This initiative could 
also become a transformative 
bridge connecting young 
Filipinos to meaningful 
careers in government service 
earlier than ever before. 
(GLDG/PIA-NCR)

By Stephanie Sevillano

MANILA – The possible 
setting of the floor price 
for palay procurement is 
important to maintain the 
cropping intention of local 
farmers, the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) said on 
Tuesday.
	 DA spokesperson 
Assistant Secretary Arnel de 
Mesa made this remark amid 
the ongoing investigation in 32 
areas in Luzon and Mindanao 
due to the low buying price 
of traders from local farmers, 
which went below PHP15 per 
kg.
	 De Mesa said the 
suggested floor price for palay 
(unhusked rice) will cover 
not only the National Food 
Authority (NFA) but also the 
traders’ buying price.
	 “This is very 
important doon sa punto na 
iyong ating mga magsasaka 
kapag sigurado sila na iyong 
kanilang itatanim ay mabibili 

sa presyo na sila ay kikita ng 
maganda or sabihin natin na 
sapat, mas mai-engganyo sila 
na magtanim ulit sa susunod 
na (to the point that our 
farmers will be assured that 
their crops will be bought at a 
profitable or reasonable price, 
and they will be motivated 
to plant again for the next) 
cropping season,” he said in a 
media interview.
	 “Ito yung binabanggit 
ulit ni Secretary (Francisco 
Tiu Laurel Jr.) na cropping 
intention, planting intention 
ng ating mga magsasaka (this 
is what the Secretary has been 
mentioning as the cropping 
intention, planting intention of 
our farmers).”
	 He said they will 
explore possible legal ways 
under the Price Act, Anti-
Agricultural Economic 
Sabotage Law, and other 
enabling laws.
	 De Mesa added this 
policy has been implemented 
in other countries to protect 

High school graduates 
now eligible for gov’t jobs

Palay floor price crucial for 
farmers’ cropping intention

South 1 Division, epektibo 
ang pagdaraos ng RACE 
program upang mapagbayad 
ang mga delinquent employers 
sa mga kontribusyon ng mga 
manggagawa.
	 Ang hindi regular na 
paghuhulog ng kontribusyon 
ng mga employer ay 
nagre-resulta sa kawalan 
ng pribilehiyo ng mga 
manggagawa na makuha ang 
mga nararapat na benepisyo 
mula sa ahensya.

	 Ngayong taon, 
target ng SSS Luzon South 
1 Division na makakolekta 
ng P135-milyon halaga 
ng kontribusyon na hindi 
naihuhulog sa ahensya.
	 Pinayuhan ni Igharas 
ang mga empleyado na 
palagiang i-check ang kanilang 
mySSS online account 
upang makita kung regular 
na naghuhulog ang kanilang 
mga employer ng buwanang 
kontribusyon. (PIA Laguna)

Higit... from page 1

implemented cash-for-work 
activities under the Risk 
Resiliency Program through 
Projects LAWA and BINHI.
	 Jasmin Lirio, a 
parent leader of the 4Ps in 
Rosario, Batangas, shared 
that 400 individuals from 
their community have begun 
participating in a communal 
garden project.
	 In a Facebook post, 
Lirio said the program 
benefits them by supporting 
environmental efforts while 
also providing financial 
assistance for daily needs.
	 “As a member of [4Ps], 
I am grateful—along with my 

fellow members—to everyone 
behind the LAWA and BINHI 
Projects for including us in 
this initiative. We will continue 
to dedicate ourselves and offer 
our support to the programs of 
the DSWD,” Lirio said.
	 She emphasized that 
the project plays a crucial 
role in building climate- and 
disaster-resilient communities 
by promoting local adaptation 
strategies that improve 
water access and increase 
food production through 
sustainable farming practices.
	 “The project is a 
huge help because Project 
LAWA and BINHI aim to build 

climate- and disaster-resilient 
communities by establishing 
water systems and gardening 
projects to address the 
challenges of drought and 
heavy rains.”
	 In Montalban, Rizal, 
100 residents have recently 
expressed interest in joining 
the program. Meanwhile, in 
Batangas, participants will 
undergo a 20-day training 
and work on establishing 
communal gardens and 
rehabilitating or installing 
small farm reservoirs. (CO/
PIA-4A; with reports from 
DSWD Region IV-A)

from page 14Ps...

from page 1 ‘Benteng...
make stops at other barangays 
in the coming weeks, if we 
have rice to sell.”
	 Raul Valles, barangay 
captain of Barangay Salitran 
III, said there are more than 
2,500 residents who are part of 
the vulnerable sector in their 
community: of which 2,000 
are senior citizens, more than 
100 solo parents, and more 
than 400 PWDs.
	 Valles, over the 
microphone, announced 
that they will prioritize their 
residents and will cater other 
barangays once they are sure 
that his kabarangays have 
bought rice for their families.
	 “There are already 
more than 2,000 senior 
citizens in our barangay alone. 
I think we would not be able 
to cater to everyone if we will 

also cater to those from other 
barangays,” Valles admitted.
	 Barangay Salitran III 
has prepared for the expected 
influx of residents who will 
buy the P20 rice, barangay 
peacekeepers to keep the lines 
organized. Barangay Health 
Workers and emergency 
medical personnel were also on 
standby in case senior citizens 
needed their assistance.
	 “Our lupong 
tagapamayapa, our medics, 
BHWs, and tanod are on 
standby outside to assist in 
managing the traffic flow 
around this place.”
	 According to the City 
Agriculturist Office, Barangay 
Salitran 3 was  the first among 
the many barangays in the city 
to host the P20 Rice Program. 
(PB/PIA4A)

	 “I left my husband at 
home to buy rice. I am very 
thankful to the organizers. I 
hope that there will be more 
[P20 rice programs] where we 
can buy [affordable] rice.”
	 Dubbed ‘Benteng 
Bigas Meron Na’, the P20 rice 
program is part of the Marcos 
Jr. administration’s bid to make 
rice more affordable especially 
to the vulnerable sector, 
including senior citizens, 
Persons With Disability 
(PWD), and pregnant mothers.
	 Jennifer Ibayan, City 
Agriculturist, said they were 
prepared to cater to the senior 
citizens who needed more 
assistance.
	 “Barangay Salitran 3 
is just a sample where a lot of 
residents wanted to avail the 
P20 rice. We are expecting to 

Image courtesy of PIA

their local farmers from 
unscrupulous traders.
	 “Ito iyong sa farmgate 
na level na tinitingnan ano 
iyong floor plan. Actually, 
hindi lang ito sa Pilipinas 
(This is the one at the farmgate 
level looking at what the floor 
plan is. Actually, this is not 
just in the Philippines). It’s 
being practiced in some other 
countries like India and other 
countries may (that have) 
support price. Thailand is 
doing this,” he said.
	 Besides the study on 
the possible setting of the floor 
price for palay, the DA earlier 
vowed to prioritize areas with 
low palay procurement.
	 These include Bataan, 
Cagayan, Allacapan, Kalinga, 
Nueva Vizcaya, Ifugao, and 
Quirino in Cagayan Valley; 
Compostela Valley in Southern 
Mindanao; and Sultan Kudarat 
in Central Mindanao, which 
have the lowest traders’ price 
at PHP13.50 per kg of palay. 
(PNA)
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A 2021 graduate of the Russian Physics 
and Technology Institute, Petrova was 
recruited for a genome-sequencing 
project by Rutgers University molecular 
biologist Dr. Konstantin Severinov.
	 At the “Choose Europe for 
Science” conference at Paris’ Sorbonne 
University on 5 May, French President 
Emmanuel Macrohon announced 
incentives for science researchers willing 
to work in Europe.
	 At the same conference, 
European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen said the EC will invest 
$566 million over the next two years 
aimed at making Europe attractive for 
researchers.
	 These announcements come 
at a time billions of dollars are being 
cut off from science institutes and 
universities in the US.
	 For decades, America has 
been a magnet for the world’s most 
talented researchers, scientists, and 
academics attracted by grants and 
emoluments offered by US universities 
and other entities with large budgets, 
modern labs, and other incentives.
	 Last year, the US spent some 
$1 trillion on R&D, with government 
spending constituting 40 percent of total 
spending. This explains the brain drain 
from other countries.
	 But recent developments 
in the US have given global leaders a 
chance to reverse the flow.
	 A particular case in point 
involves Kseniia Petrova, the hapless 
brilliant Russian supernerd biomedical 
scientist conducting anti-cancer and age-
reversal studies in a Harvard University 
lab who was detained by Customs 
officials at Boston’s Logan International 
Airport for failing to declare frog embryo 
samples she had brought in from France 
at her lab supervisor’s request.
	 A 2021 graduate of the 
Russian Physics and Technology 
Institute, Petrova was recruited for a 
genome-sequencing project by Rutgers 
University molecular biologist Dr. 
Konstantin Severinov.
	 Like many young Russians, 
she protested Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine, causing her arrest once, in 
March 2022. She was charged and fined 
US$200 for an administrative violation 
and was released.
	 She fled to Georgia where, in 
May 2023, she received a communication 
to conduct cancer and anti-aging genetic 
studies at Harvard Medical School.
	 Petrova was the only scientist 
at Harvard’s Biology Department’s 
Kirschner Lab with the technical skills to 
analyze data from a special microscope 
used to study cell divisions in xenopus 
frogs’ eggs, investigating how these 
renew themselves with the goal of 
reversing aging.
	 Her supervisor, Dr. 
Leon Peshkin, described Petrova as 
“spectacular, the best I’ve seen in 20 
years at Harvard.”
	 In February, Petrova 
vacationed in Paris where, at Peshkin’s 

request, she picked up frog embryo 
samples from the Institut Curie.
	 Back in Boston on 15 
February, she told Customs agents at 
Logan International Airport she had frog 
embryos in her suitcase. They queried 
her on those and her work history and 
all was fine, except for one thing: the 
frog embryos were undeclared in her 
Customs declaration form.
	 Typically, the penalty for this 
oversight would be a fine up to $500, 
which is usually reduced to $50 for 
a first-time violation. Instead, Logan 
airport Customs officers said they 
would cancel her visa, making Petrova 
an undocumented foreigner subject to 
deportation to Russia.
	 They did ask if she feared 
deportation. She said yes, because she 
had fled Russia for political reasons and 
faced arrest, or worse, if she returned.
	 She was brought to a 
processing center in Vermont, then to 
the Richwood Correctional Center in 
Monroe, Louisiana, where she was 
detained with no civil or criminal 
charges, for nearly three months.
	 On 14 May, after asking 
government lawyers if Customs had 
the authority to cancel Petrova’s visa, 
Vermont Federal Judge Christina Reiss 
set a bail hearing for later in May, an 
indication that she was moving towards 
Petrova’s release.
	 Suddenly, government 
lawyers unsealed felony smuggling 
charges against Petrova. Legal experts 
wondered why it took all of three months 
before it was determined that Petrova 
had committed a crime worth charging.
	 What Petrova was charged 
with typically applies to cases such as 
for-profit operations like importing a 
tiger, or a man caught with boots made 
of endangered sea turtles, and another 
apprehended for bringing in live exotic 
birds.
	 “I have never seen charges 
brought in for a case involving academic 
research material,” said immigration 
and criminal law specialist, UC Davis 
law professor Eric Fish.
	 Petrova’s lawyer, Gregory 
Romanovsky, lamented the government’s 
“attempt to justify its legally indefensible 
position that this scientist working for 
the US on cures for cancer and aging 
research has, somehow, become a 
danger to the community.”
	 For her part, Massachusetts 
Attorney General Andrea Joy Campbell, 
in an affidavit of support for the 
Russian supernerd Harvard biomedical 
researcher, said, “The high profile 
detention of international students 
threaten the country’s global leadership 
in scientific innovation.”
	 She continued, “Actions 
targeting international students and 
academics sends a chilling message to 
talented students and academics around 
the world that they risk detention, 
deportation, and an end to their 
academic (or work) career working in 
the US.” (TDT)

The War Rages On
other groups of the Philippine 
Left are intellectually vibrant 
and, well, peaceful.
	 De Jong defines the 
thrust of his article as that of 
tracking down the reasons why 
the CPP and Bayan remain the 
strongest formations on the 
Philippine Left. This way, he 
can zero in on the two groups’ 
negative points, broadly 
conceived, while ignoring 
the more glaring faults and 
weaknesses of other Left 
formations. He ends with the 
vague and unsubstantiated 
metaphoric conclusion that 
the Philippine Communist 
movement is being “worn 
down by the passage of 
history,” and thus, doomed.
	 What does de Jong 
fail to say in his article?
	 First, that despite the 
nuances and qualifications 
that he highlights in their 
history, the CPP and Bayan 
have consistently been the 
strongest Left formations in 
the Philippines since they 
were founded, with CPP 
leading in the armed struggle 
and Bayan in urban protests 
and parliamentary struggle. 
This, despite facing severe and 
non-stop political repression 
from the Philippine State, 
committing major ultra-left 
and rightist errors in the 
1980s, being targeted by the 
ringleaders of the major errors 
of the 1980s with wrecking 
operations in the 1990s, and 
grappling with neoliberal 
policies and counter-
insurgency campaigns that 
take them as targets. In the 
last two regimes alone, around 
a thousand of its legal activists 

PART 1

As a Filipino activist 
committed to radical social 
change, I like JacobinMag.
com, the magazine that 
introduces itself as one “of 
culture and polemic.” Well, 
despite the lapse in judgment 
that spurred this missive 
(which we’ll get to shortly), 
I still do. I like the fact that 
its articles are short, direct-
to-the-point, and relatively 
free of jargon. Its articles on 
the struggle of the workers 
and people of Greece against 
austerity, for example, are 
enlightening.
	 Jacobin’s publication 
of “The War Is Over” by one 
Alex de Jong, however, is 
a low point for the website. 
Despite its attempt to feign 
even-handedness, de Jong’s 
article clearly demonizes the 
underground Communist Party 
of the Philippines (CPP) and 
the open national-democratic 
umbrella organization Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan 
(Bayan, which means 
“nation” in Filipino) before an 
international audience.
	 While admitting 
that the CPP and Bayan 
constitute “the strongest 
current on the Philippine 
Left,” the article downplays 
the vast difference in strength 
between these Reaffirmist 
groups on the one hand and 
so-called Rejectionist groups 
on the other. In fact, it tries 
to project parity of strength 
between the two camps. It also 
accuses the CPP and Bayan 
of “intellectual stagnancy” 
and “violence,” implying that 

have been killed or forcibly 
disappeared, and hundreds 
more unlawfully detained.
	 In the cities, the groups 
contributed significantly to 
urban protests that culminated 
in the ouster of Philippine 
presidents Ferdinand Marcos 
in 1986 and Joseph Estrada in 
2001. They have been sworn 
enemies of successive regimes 
subservient to US imperialism 
and representing the local 
ruling classes. Whenever 
there are large protests in 
the Philippines, it’s the flags 
of Bayan and its member 
organizations that are flying 
high.
	 In the countryside, 
militarization and other 
forms of political repression 
intensify, but the New 
People’s Army, led by the CPP, 
continues to fight and gain 
strength in many areas of the 
country. It has been actively 
implementing land reform, 
building the organized strength 
of peasants, and waging 
armed struggle. It has been in 
the news, backing farmers in 
fighting landgrabbing by big 
landlords and international 
mining companies. Only 
this year, despite the grave 
threat of military retribution, 
the funeral march of fallen 
Communist commander 
Leoncio “Ka Parago” Pitao 
saw thousands of supporters 
marching on the streets of 
Davao City, a grand display of 
love, mourning, and strength 
unprecedented in recent 
memory.
	 Collectively, the 
struggles and victories of the

Ipagpapatuloy...
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drugs were destroyed through 
thermal decomposition or 
thermolysis. Among destroyed 
were 738.2005 kilograms 
of Methamphetamine 
Hydrochloride, or Shabu; 
1,478.4915 kilograms of 
Marijuana; 4.8668 kilograms 
of MDMA or Ecstasy; 39.2168 
grams of Cocaine; 2.2116 
grams of Toluene; 6.1516 
grams of Ketamine; 5.5100 
grams of Phenacetin; 1.0400 
gram of LSD; 2,000 ml. of 
Liquid Cocaine; 49.0420 ml. 
of Liquid Meth; 1,398.05 
ml. of Liquid Marijuana; and 
assorted surrendered expired 
medicines.
	 “These are pieces 
of drug evidence confiscated 
during anti-drug operations by 
PDEA and other counterpart 
law enforcement agencies, 
including those turned over by 
authorities that were recently 
ordered by the court to be 
destroyed. Stacked inside a 
chamber, the dangerous drugs 
were burned beyond recovery”, 
said PDEA Director General 
Undersecretary Isagani R 
Nerez.
	 This is the first 
destruction ceremony 
conducted since the 
assumption of Undersecretary 
Nerez as PDEA Director 
General over three months 
ago.        
	 Among the dangerous 

drugs destroyed were the 
404.9515 kilograms of shabu 
that were seized by combined 
operatives of PDEA, National 
Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 
and the Bureau of Customs 
(BOC) during an interdiction 
operation at the Port of Manila 
on January 23, 2025. 
	 The Director General 
commended the efforts of the 
different branches of Regional 
Trial Courts (RTCs) for the 
expeditious prosecution and 
disposition of drug cases 
which paved the way for the 
expeditious destruction of 
these illegal drugs.          
	 Director General 
Nerez noted that the 
destruction process dispels 
any misgivings in the minds 
of the public that seized drug 
evidence are being recycled. 
It is always done in public in 
the spirit of transparency and 
accountability. PDEA wants 
the activity to be visible to 
the public to instill trust and 
confidence.          
	 “PDEA promotes 
transparency where its actions 
are open to the Filipino 
people as advocated under 
the “Bagong Pilipinas” 
program led by His Excellency 
President Ferdinand Marcos 
Jr. The public deserves nothing 
less than our utmost diligence 
and integrity”, the PDEA 
Chief said. (PIA)

Upsets and continuity: 
Gubernatorial election results 
in CALABARZON proclaimed

Pdea destroys ₱5.32 Billion worth 
of dangerous drugs in Cavite
By PDEA

The Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency (PDEA), 
today (Tuesday), May 20, 2025, 
destroyed ₱5,321,563,665.95 
worth of dangerous drugs 
at the Integrated Waste 
Management, Inc. (IWMI), 
Barangay Aguado, Trece 
Martires City, Cavite.

	 The ceremony was 
witnessed by Secretary Oscar 
F Valenzuela, Chairman of 
the Dangerous Drugs Board 
(DDB), the Guest of Honor and 
Speaker. He is joined by PDEA 
key officials, local officials 
of Barangay Aguado, Trece 
Martires City, representatives 
from the Philippine National 
Police (PNP) and other 

law enforcement agencies, 
Department of Justice (DOJ), 
and Department of the Interior 
and Local Government 
(DILG), non-government 
organizations (NGOs) and 
media partners.
	 A total of 2,227.7584 
kilograms of solid illegal 
drugs, and 3,447.0920 
milliliters of liquid illegal 

By Patricia Bermudez

THE 2025 National and Local 
elections promised to bring a 
new direction of governance 
in the Philippines.
	 In the Calabarzon 
region, the gubernatorial 
elections saw switch-ups, 
where husband and wife and 
mother and son tandems were 
replaced by other familiar 
names.
Batangas, Rizal and Cavite: 
where bailiwicks formed
	 Batangas, Rizal and 
Cavite provinces have been 
known to be strongholds of 
political families for decades.

	 The Rectos of 
Batangas is an old political 
family whose generations 
stemmed from former Senator 
Claro M. Recto who played a 
key role in drafting the 1935 
constitution.

Decades later, former actress 
Vilma Santos-Recto–wife 
of Claro’s grandson and 
Finance Secretary Ralph– 
is leading the charge as the 
new governor-elect. Her son, 
Ryan Christian, is joining the 
House of Representatives as 
the newly-minted sixth district 
representative.
	 The Remullas, 

Bautistas, and Revillas of 
Cavite are also forming their 
impenetrable stronghold with 
Abeng Remulla and Ram 
Bautista-Revilla as Governor 
and Vice Governor-elect, 
respectively.
	 Meanwhile, the 
Ynareses of Rizal remained 
undefeated with Governor 
Nina continuing her duties at 
the Capitol alongside Pining 
Gatbalayan as Vice Governor.
Quezon: undefeated
	 Quezon Province 
has long rid of its very own 
dyy through the triumph of 
Angelina Tan in 2022. Three 
years later, the physician-

turned-politician is continuing 
her duties as the province’s 
chief executive alongside 
Third Alcala as vice governor.
	 Tan, who won 
over the Suarezes in the 
previous election, remained 
unchallenged thanks to 
her health programs in the 
province. Meanwhile, Alcala–
whose political ties can 
be traced to the father and 
son tandem in the Capital, 
Lucena–will continue to 
lead local legislation as Vice 
Governor.
Laguna: a tale of two women
	 It may have been 
wrong to pit women against 
women, but Laguna province 
was promised with a very 
different leadership style in Sol 
Aragones, a former journalist 
and outgoing Laguna Third 
District Representative, 
after winning against Ruth 
Mariano-Hernandez, outgoing 
Second District Representative 
and wife of outgoing governor-

now-turned Congressman 
Ramil Hernandez.
	 Both Aragones and 
Mariano-Hernandez were 
members of the House of 
Representatives and have 
built respective networks of 
their own right. Aragones 
has found strong support 
in the 3rd district where 
she started the Alagang Sol 
program, while Mariano-
Hernandez, who also shared 
popularity with her governor 
husband in the second district, 
kickstarted the Serbisyong 
Tama Kababaihan–a program 
for the Lagunense women.
	 Barely a day after the 
elections, but the electorate 
of CALABARZON is seeing 
clear winners who will be 
sworn into office by June 30. 
The only question that stands: 
will the (relatively) new faces 
live up to the expectations that 
go with their names? (PB/PIA 
4A)

Photo courtesy of PIA
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Republic of the Philippines
Fourth Judicial Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Branch 129
City of Dasmariñas, Cavite
rtc1das129@judiciary.gov.ph / 09564057604

SPEC PRO CASE NO. 1570-24

IN RE: PETITION FOR CANCELLATION OF
SIMULATED CERTIFICATION OF LIVE
BIRTH

JOHN GARRY A. BAYBAY,
Petitioner,

-versus-

THE LOCAL CIVIL REGISTRAR OF
DASMARIÑAS CITY, CAVITE AND
GABRIEL BAYBAY, JR., aka GAB PANEZA,
Respondents.
x----------------------------------x

O R D E R

In this verified petition for cancellation of simulated 
certificate of live birth of GABRIEL BAYBAY, JR., petitioner 
JOHN GARRY A. BAYBAY is praying that after due notice 
and hearing, judgment be rendered ordering the Local Civil 
Registrar of Dasmariñas City, Cavite to cancel and to revoke 
the Certificate of Live Birth of private respondent Gabriel 
Baybay, Jr., registered under local civil registry no. 84-2205.

Finding the instant petition to be sufficient in form and 
substance, this Court hereby sets the hearing thereof at the 
Regional Trial Court, Branch 129 Dasmariñas City, Cavite, 
Dasmariñas Community Affairs (DASCA) Building, Brgy. 
Burol 2, Congressional Road, Dasmariñas City, Cavite on 
June 9, 2025 at 2:00 o’clock in the afternoon whereby any 
interested persons may appear and show cause if any why 
the petition should not be granted.

Let this Order be published, at the expense of the petitioner 
in a newspaper of General Circulation in the Province of 
Cavite, which will be raffled by the Office of the Clerk of 
Court Regional Trial Court, Dasmariñas City, Cavite among 
the duly accredited newspapers in the Province of Cavite, at 
least once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks.

Let the Office of the Solicitor General, the Local Civil 
Registrar of City of Dasmariñas, Cavite, the Civil Registrar 
General, respondent Gabriel Baybay, Jr., and all other 
persons concerned be furnished with copies of this Order.

The Entry of Appearance of the Office of the Solicitor General 
and the Deputization of the Office of the City Prosecutor of 
the City Dasmariñas to appear on this case are duly Noted.

Notify all parties concerned of this Order.

SO ORDERED.

City of Dasmariñas, Cavite, February 5, 2025.

JOSIELYN D. LARA-DE LUNA
Executive Judge

cc:

Atty. Donardo S. Donato
Unit 407, 4th Floor, 
One Beatriz Tower Condominium, No. 4, Lauan Street, 
Project 3, Quezon City

Gabriel Baybay, Jr.
3rd Floor, D&D Bldg., Sibangay Street, Poblacion District, 
Davao City

John Gary A. Baybay
148 Aguinaldo Highway, Barangay Maitim, 2nd East, 
Tagaytay City, Cavite

Office of the Solicitor General
134 Amorsolo St., Legaspi Village
Makati City

Office of the City Prosecutor 
City of Dasmariñas, Cavite

The City Civil Registrar
City of Dasmariñas, Cavite

Philippine Statistics Authority
Quezon Avenue, Quezon City

Office of the Clerk of Court
RTC Dasmariñas City, Cavite
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Republic of the Philippines
Fourth Judicial Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
City of Imus, Cavite
BRANCH 127
rtc1imu127@judiciary.gov.ph/09615127869
(IMUS CASE)

SP CASE NO. 1981-25 (re-docketed)
(Civil Case No. 7610-25)
For: Judicial Settlement and Partition
of the Estate of the Late Candido S.
Samonte

MARIBEL S. LEGASPI, GLADYS C.
SAMONTE, BARDIE C. SAMONTE
and MERRY MAGDALINE C.
SAMONTE,
Petitioners,

-versus-

JUANITA G. AQUINO, JOSEPHINE
A. SAMONTE, CECILE A.
SAMONTE, JANE A. SAMONTE, the
CIVIL REGISTRAR GENERAL, the
CITY CIVIL REGISTRAR OF LAS
PIÑAS CITY, METRO MANILA, the
REGISTRAR OF DEEDS FOR THE
PROVINCE OF CAVITE and the
CITY ASSESSOR OF IMUS CITY,
CAVITE,
Respondents,
x----------------------------x

NOTICE OF HEARING

Filed before this Court on April 14, 2025 is a verified Petition 
for Judicial Settlement and Partition of the Estate of the Late 
Candido S. Samonte by petitioners Maribel S. Legaspi, Gladys 
C. Samonte, Bardie C. Samonte and Merry Magdaline C. 
Samonte. The record of the case was received by this Court 
on April 21, 2025.

Finding the aforementioned petition to be sufficient in form and 
substance, the same is hereby set for initial hearing on August 
14, 2025 at 8:30 in the morning, at the court room of Regional 
Trial Court Branch 127, Hall of Justice, Palico IV, City of Imus, 
Cavite.

Let a copy of the Petition and this Notice of Hearing be published 
once a week for three consecutive weeks in a newspaper of 
general circulation, chosen by raffle, at least three (3) weeks 
before the scheduled date of hearing, and likewise be posted 
at the respective bulletin boards of RTC of Imus City, Cavite 
and Office of the Registry of Deeds for the Province of Cavite, 
the Office of the Local Civil Registrar of Imus City and Las 
Piñas City, City Hall of Imus City, Cavite, and the Philippine 
Statistics Authority, all at the expense of the petitioner.

The petitioner is directed to furnish by personal service a copy 
of the petition together with its annexes to the Office of the 
Solicitor General and to submit compliance to this Court prior 
to the scheduled date of hearing.

Send a copy of this Notice of Hearing to the Office of the Clerk 
of Court (OCC) for raffle of the publication.
 
SO ORDERED.

City of Imus, Cavite, Philippines, 30 April 2025.

CAROLINA J. ESGUERRA
Presiding Judge

Copy Furnished:

ATTY. WILFREDO P. SAQUILAYAN
Counsel for the Petitioners
2nd Flr., Tia Maria Building IV
Km. 19, Gen. E. Aguinaldo Highway
Palico 2, Imus City, Cavite 4103
e-mail: saquilayanbar@yahoo.com

MARIBEL S. LEGASPI
No. 034 Banker’s Village, Brgy. Bucandala 2
Imus City, Cavite 4103
And/or
c/o Atty. Wilfredo P. Saquilayan
2nd Flr., Tia Maria Building IV
Km. 19, Gen. E. Aguinaldo Highway
Palico 2, Imus City, Cavite 4103

GLADYS  C. SAMONTE,
BARDIE C. SAMONTE and 
MERRY MAGDALINE C. SAMONTE
all c/o Maribel S. Legaspi
No. 034 Banker’s Village, Brgy. Bucandala 2
Imus City, Cavite 4103

JUANITA G. AQUINO, JOSEPHINE A. SAMONTE,
CECILE A. SAMONTE, JANE A. SAMONTE
096 A. Mabini St., Tuazon Village, Pamplona 1,
Las Piñas City 1740

THE CIVIL REGISTRAR GENERAL
CVEA Building, PSA Complex, East Ave.,
Diliman, Quezon City 1101

THE CITY CIVIL REGISTRAR OF LAS PIÑAS CITY
Las Piñas City Hall, Alabang-Zapote Road
Las Piñas City 1740

THE REGISTRAR OF DEEDS FOR THE PROVINCE OF 
CAVITE
Cavite Provincial Capitol Compound, Brgy. San Agustin
Trece Martires City, Cavite 4109

THE CITY ASSESSOR OF IMUS CITY, CAVITE
Upper Ground Floor, City Assessor’s Office
City of Imus Government Center,
Brgy. Malagasang 1-G, Imus City, Cavite 4103

THE CHIEF
Register of Deeds for the Province of Cavite
Capitol Compound, Trece Martires City, Cavite 4109

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR GENERAL (OSG)
134 Amorsolo St., Legazpi Village, Makati City

OFFICE OF THE CITY PROSECUTOR
Old City Hall, Imus City, Cavite 4103

THE CHIEF 
Land Registration Authority, East Ave., 
corner NIA Road, Diliman
Quezon City 1101

BRYAN C. CERVANTES
Sheriff IV
RTC Branch 127 Imus City, Cavite 4103

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
RTC CITY OF IMUS CAVITE
Hall of Justice Bldg., Old LTO Compound
Aguinaldo Highway, Palico IV, Imus City, Cavite 4103
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DENR reaffirms 
commitment to 
biodiversity conservation
By Anna Mole

LOS BAÑOS, Laguna (PIA) — The Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has 
reaffirmed its commitment to support biodiversity 
conservation in the Philippines, following the appointment 
of Dr. Jerome Montemayor as new executive director of 
the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB).
	 During the oath-taking ceremony for Montemayor 
on May 19, DENR Undersecretary for Policy, Planning 
and International Affairs Jonas Leones highlighted the 
enduring partnership between the department and the 
ACB in advancing regional biodiversity efforts.
	 “Through the DENR, the Philippine government 
has worked closely with the ACB on various initiatives 

such as the ASEAN Heritage Parks Programme, 
biodiversity data information generation and sharing 
through the ASEAN Clearing-House Mechanism and 
ASEAN Biodiversity Outlook, Capacity Building and 
Training, Communication, Education, and Public 
Awareness, strategic partnerships, and alignment of 
policies according to the objectives of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity,” Leones stated.
	 Additionally, DENR and ACB continue to 
champion policy integration and sustainable development 
by collaborating closely on the Philippine Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan which reflects a shared regional 
vision and tailored action plans aligned with ASEAN 
priorities.
	 The plan aims to halt biodiversity loss and 
promote the conservation and sustainable use of the 
region’s rich natural resources complementing the 
global targets set under the Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework, in which the Philippines is a 
signatory.
	 Recently, the DENR and ACB have also 
expanded their collaboration to include efforts in climate 
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change mitigation and adaptation, integrating biodiversity 
considerations into critical development sectors like 
agriculture, health, and business.
	 Leones said that the initiatives are focused 
on protecting coastal and marine areas, while actively 
involving youth, women, Indigenous Peoples, and local 
communities in conservation efforts.
	 He then proudly shared that DENR Secretary 
Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, through a series of 
meetings, has actively engaged with the ACB to strengthen 
the Philippines’ climate and biodiversity agenda, as the 
country prepares for the ASEAN chairship in 2026.
	 “The meeting culminated in articulating a 
collective vision and strategic direction for advancing 
biodiversity and climate action, the “Race to Resilience” 

(R2R) strategy. This campaign encapsulates a collective 
vision and a call to action for ecological and social 
resilience,” he said.
	 According to the DENR, the Philippines has 
embarked on the “30×30” initiative, a global target to 
protect 30% of the world’s land and marine areas by 
2030 which involves the establishment of new protected 
areas and the implementation of effective area-based 
conservation measures, including the recognition of 
Indigenous territories.
	 The DENR undersecretary presided over the 
oath of office of Montemayor and both equally expressed 
continued cooperation in nature conservation in the years 
ahead. (AM/PIA-4A)

Palace: Resign-all order won’t derail 
services, not targeting any exec

DOH chief assumes 
presidency of 78th World 
Health Assembly

By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA – Malacañang on Thursday assured the public 
that government services and ongoing projects will not 
be disrupted by President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s 
sweeping directive for all Cabinet secretaries to submit 
their courtesy resignations, even as it clarified that no 
specific official is being singled out in the process.
	 Presidential Communications Office (PCO) 
Undersecretary Claire Castro said the directive, meant to 
recalibrate the administration’s priorities, will not halt or 
cause delays in government operations.
	 “Maliwanag din po ang sinabi ng Pangulo, 
hindi po maaapektuhan kung anuman po ang pending 
at existing projects habang ito ay may transition. At 
tuluy-tuloy lamang po ang pagtatrabaho ng mga Cabinet 
secretaries at ng mga tao sa gobyerno (The President 

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA – The World Health Assembly (WHA) has 
elected Health Secretary Teodoro Herbosa as president 
of its 78th Session (WHA78), the Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA) said Tuesday, May 13.
	 The WHA, taking place from May 19 to 27 in 
Geneva, Switzerland, is the highest decision-making body 
of the World Health Organization (WHO) and convenes 
annually to address pressing global health issues.
	 During his address on May 19, Herbosa, who is 
currently presiding over plenary meetings of the Assembly, 
called for the rekindling of partnerships among nations 
that are beyond transactional but “transformational”, 
and noted that the world faces a looming shortfall of an 
estimated 10 million health workers by 2030, an issue that 
calls for collective actions among states.
	 “It strains health systems, overwhelms 
individuals, and frays the minds of those already stretched 
too thin. No single country can solve this alone,” he said.
	 “We look forward to revitalizing the central 
role of the WHO in strengthening capacities, providing 
technical support, and replicating innovative and positive 
practices towards ensuring equitable and sustainable 
development of the health and care workforce,” he added.
	 WHA78 deliberated on several key agenda 
items, including the adoption of the Pandemic Agreement 
and a Philippine-led resolution on accelerating action for 
the global health and care workforce.
	 Other issues to be discussed include non-
communicable diseases, antimicrobial resistance, 
universal health coverage, as well as institutional matters 
such as the WHO program budget and the ongoing reforms 
to enhance the organization’s operational effectiveness.
	 The DFA said Herbosa’s presidency of 
WHA78, a first for the Philippines, “reflects the 
country’s longstanding commitment to global health 
multilateralism, rooted in equity, compassion, and a 
dedication to underserved populations.”
	 The Philippines’ priorities at WHA78 aligns 
closely with the country’s Eight-Point Action Agenda for 
Health 2023-2028, which includes flagship initiatives on 
HIV, tuberculosis, mental health, universal health care, 
primary health care, and health workforce development.
	 The country currently holds seats on key 
multilateral bodies, including the Stop TB Partnership 
Board, the UN Health4Life Fund Steering Committee, 
the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board, and 
the WHO Emergency Medical Teams Advisory Board; 
represents the Western Pacific region on the Pandemic 
Fund Governing Board; and hosts the WHO Western 
Pacific Regional Office. (PNA)

made it clear that pending and existing projects will not 
be affected during the transition. Cabinet secretaries and 
government personnel will continue their work),” Castro 
said during a Palace press briefing.
	 She clarified that Cabinet members remain in 
their posts unless the President formally accepts their 
resignations, ensuring continuity in leadership and 
operations.
	 “Mas maganda po itong mapakita rin ng ating 
mga heads of agencies, Cabinet secretaries na sila ay 
naaayon sa goal ng Pangulo, ipakita nila na sila ay 
dapat na manatili bilang parte ng administrasyon ng 
ating Pangulo (This is an opportunity for our agency 
heads and Cabinet secretaries to show they are aligned 
with the President’s goals and deserve to stay in the 
administration),” she added.
	 “Sabi nga natin, walang puwang ang tamad at 

korap sa administrasyon ni Pangulong Marcos Jr. (As 
we’ve said, there is no room for the lazy and corrupt in 
President Marcos Jr.’s administration).”
	 The Palace official also denied speculations 
that the move was intended to quietly get rid of certain 
officials.
	 “We have no update on that, if there is really 
a target secretary regarding this request for courtesy 
resignation. There is none, as of the moment,” she said.
	 The mass filing stems from a directive Marcos 
first hinted at in his “BBM Podcast” released Monday, 
where he announced an ongoing evaluation of his 
Cabinet’s performance.
	 “This is not business as usual,” Marcos said in 
announcing the resign-all order, as quoted in a Palace 
news release. “It’s time to realign government with the 
people’s expectations.”
	 The Palace clarified that the request for 
resignations is not a purge, but part of a recalibration effort 
intended to give the President “the elbow room to evaluate 
the performance of each department and determine who 
will continue to serve, in line with his administration’s 
recalibrated priorities.”
	 “This is not about personalities—it’s about 
performance, alignment, and urgency,” Marcos said.
	 While acknowledging the dedication and 
professionalism of many officials, the President 
emphasized that the country’s evolving needs demand “a 
renewed alignment, faster execution, and a results-first 
mindset.”
	 The performance review and resignation call 
come in the wake of the 2025 midterm elections, where 
six administration-backed senatorial candidates won. 
(PNA)
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Hapless case of a Russian supernerd p.4

By Benjamin Pulta

MANILA – In 
commemoration of the 
second National Refugee Day, 
Philippine officials on Tuesday 
said the country will stand 
by its enduring tradition of 
welcoming qualified persons 
of concern, such as refugees, 
asylum seekers, and stateless 
persons.
	 In a news release, the 
Department of Justice (DOJ), 
through its Refugees and 
Stateless Persons Protection 
Unit (DOJ-RSPPU), 
underscored its humanitarian 
tradition of open doors 
and steadfast commitment 
to strengthening inclusive 
and protective spaces for 
refugees, asylum seekers, and 
stateless persons and those 
at risk of statelessness in the 
Philippines.
	 Secretary Jesus 
Crispin Remulla urged 
government offices and key 
stakeholders “to lead with 
empathy and action”.
	 “This work has not 
been easy -- but we do it 
not only because our legal 
framework dictates it but 
because our conscience 
demands it. Let us remember: 

the plight of refugees is a 
global challenge that calls 
upon key stakeholders to lead 
with empathy and action,” he 
said.
	 Chief State Counsel 
Dennis Arvin Chan, head 
of the DOJ-RSPPU, said 
the celebration of National 
Refugee Day is the product 
of the dialogue, collaboration, 
and support from partners 
in various government 
offices, the private sector, the 
international community, and 
civil society.
	 “We continue to 
welcome this partnership 
because we know that this is 
not a solitary endeavor,” Chan 
said.
	 P r e s i d e n t i a l 
Communications Office 
Assistant Secretary 
Aristotle Valera noted that 
the Philippines has always 
provided a home for refugees 
and that the need for collective 
action has never been more 
urgent.
	 “This humanitarian 
legacy reflects our core 
Filipino values – that of 
hospitality and kindness to 
those in need. Let it not be 
said that we closed the door to 

Continued on page 2...

dedication and urgency, 
and in doing so exercising 
their national sovereignty, to 
negotiate the historic WHO 
Pandemic Agreement that 
has been adopted today,” the 
Philippines’ Department of 
Health Secretary and World 
Health Assembly president 
Teodoro Herbosa said.
	 “Now that the 
Agreement has been brought 

Tuesday during the 78th 
World Health Assembly in 
Switzerland following three 
years of intensive negotiations 
launched due to gaps identified 
in national and global response 
to the Covid-19 pandemic 
(2020-2023)
	 “Starting during 
the height of the Covid-19 
pandemic, governments 
from all corners of the world 
acted with great purpose, Continued on page 2...

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA – The Philippine 
government on Tuesday 
welcomed the adoption of a 
historic United Nations accord 
that sets out approaches for 
international coordination 
on pandemic prevention, 
preparedness and response.
	 The Pandemic 
Agreement, the first of 
its kind, was adopted on 
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Officials assure 
PH’s commitment 
to welcome refugees PH hails adoption of landmark 

WHO Pandemic Agreement

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA – President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. is 
keeping tabs on the entire 2026 
national budget process to keep 
it aligned with government 
priorities and make sure it 
only includes “shovel-ready 
projects,” Budget Secretary 
Amenah Pangandaman said 
on Tuesday.
	 In an interview, 
Pangandaman said Marcos 
was even willing to join 
the bicameral conference 
committee’s budget 

deliberations on the proposed 
2026 national budget, if 
needed.
	 “As early as January 
po nung matapos po ang 
budget ng 2025, may mga bilin 
na po ang ating Presidente sa 
ating (when the 2025 budget 
was finalized, our President 
already had instructions 
on our [2026]) budget,” 
Pangandaman said.
	 “Every once in a 
while, in fact, bago mag-
eleksyon may mga bilin po siya. 
Uupuan po namin lagi ‘yan 

Continued on page 2...

Budget Secretary Amenah Pangandaman. (PNA file photo)

LANDMARK DEAL. The conclusion of discussions on the Pandemic Agreement at the 78th World Health Assembly in Switzerland 
on Tuesday (May 20, 2025). The agreement, the first of its kind, sets out approaches for international coordination on pandemic 
prevention, preparedness and response. (Photo courtesy of WHO/Chris Black)


