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Probe on Cavite shooting
that left 4 dead ordered

By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan

MANILA - Police
Regional Office (PRO) 4A
(Calabarzon) Director Brig.
Gen Paul Kenneth Lucas
has immediately ordered the
Dasmarifias police to conduct
a thorough investigation into
the shooting that left four
people, including a barangay
chairman, dead on Monday.

“We strongly condemn
the heinous shooting incident.
We immediately instructed

our investigators to conduct
a thorough investigation to

determine the real motive
behind this crime, and to
provide justice to the deceased
and injured victims,” Lucas
said in a statement released on
Tuesday.

According to reports
at Camp Crame, the incident
happened around 8 a.m. in
front of Barangay Salitran
III hall in Dasmarifias City,
Cavite during a flag-raising
ceremony.

The police identified
the gunman as Ariel, a
50-year-old former barangay

Continued on page 3...

3 undocumented S. Koreans

nabbed in Cavite resort raid

MANILA — Three South
Korean nationals were arrested
by Bureau of Immigration
(BI) operatives for working
illegally at a private resort
in General Trias, Cavite, the
agency announced Saturday.

In a press release,
the agency said Oh Hyunsik,
51; Kim Haeyoung, 48; and
Kim Seoyeong, 45 were
apprehended in a resort inside
a subdivision in General Trias
on Thursday.

The operation was
carried out in coordination
with the Philippine Navy and

(Photo courtesy of Bureau of Immigration)

Philippine National Police,
following a tip-off about the
presence of undocumented
foreign workers in the area.

Surveillance
confirmed that they were
actively employed at the resort
without the necessary permits
and working visas, according
to BI intelligence division
chief Fortunato Manahan Jr.

The three are detained
at the BI detention facility
in Camp Bagong Diwa,
Taguig, pending deportation
proceedings. (Ferdinand
Patinio /PNA)

(PNA file photo)
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DOH urges public to step
up dengue prevention

By Patricia Bermudez

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA) — The Department of
Health (DOH) in Calabarzon
is urging residents to intensify
preventive measures against
dengue as the rainy season ap-
proaches.

Emphasizing the 4S
strategy against dengue, DOH
Calabarzon stressed that com-
munity participation is vital in
preventing outbreaks.

“With the rainy sea-
son approaching, the risk of
dengue transmission remains
high. Community participa-

tion is key to preventing out-
breaks,” DOH Calabarzon
said in a statement.

The agency urged
residents to follow the 4S
strategy: Search and destroy
mosquito-breeding sites, Se-
cure self-protection measures,

Continued on page 3...

Photo courtesy of PIA

Marcos to ASEAN: Expedite

By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA - President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
on Monday called on the

Association of  Southeast
Asian  Nations (ASEAN)
leaders to accelerate the

adoption of a legally binding
Code of Conduct (COC) in the
South China Sea, as tensions
continue to rise in the region.
Speaking during the
46th ASEAN Summit in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, Marcos
said the COC is essential to

South China Sea Code of Conduct adoption

“safeguard maritime rights,
promote stability, and prevent
miscalculations at sea.”

“We underscore the
urgent need to accelerate the
adoption of a legally binding
Code of Conduct in the South
China Sea,” Marcos said in

his intervention, reiterating the
Philippines’ call for a rules-
based order amid increasing
geopolitical tensions.

The call comes as
confrontations between China
and Southeast Asian countries,
particularly the Philippines

and Vietnam, have intensified
in disputed waters.

Just last week, two
Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
vessels sustained damage
after China Coast Guard

Continued on page 3...
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BOC seizes counterfeit
products worth P15.8B

By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA — An operation in
several warehouses inside
a complex in Manila has
resulted in the confiscation of
close to PHP16 billion worth
of counterfeit products.

In a news release
on Monday, the Bureau
of Customs (BOC) said

over 1727 million pieces
of  counterfeit products
amounting to around PHP15.8
billion were seized during the
operation in Divisoria on May
23.

The  fake items
included bags, clothes, and
accessories illegally using the
trademarks of well-known

global brands such as Guess,
Michael Kors, Coach, Louis
Vuitton, and Tory Burch.

The BOC said the
operation was part of the
efforts to ramp up the campaign
against counterfeit goods and
intellectual property rights
(IPR) violations, which is
in line with the directive
of President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. to eliminate illegal
trade and protect Filipino
consumers.

“We

are  serious

about our mission to keep
counterfeit goods out of the
country,” BOC Commissioner
Bienvenido Rubio said.
“This is
protecting

about

the public,

supporting legitimate
businesses, and  ensuring
a level playing field in the
market.”

For his part, lawyer
Kristian Nico Acosta, legal
head of Guess Group in the
Philippines, warned the public
about the health and safety
risks, as well as the economic

harm, posed by counterfeit
products.
Acosta also urged

consumers to avoid buying
such fake items, stressing that
they undermine legitimate
businesses and distort fair
competition in the market.
(PNA)
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COUNTERFEIT ITEMS. Some of the counterfeit Guess bags seized during a Bureau of Customs (BOC) operation in Divisoria,

L —

Manila on May 23, 2025. The BOC said the operation was in line with the directive of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to
eliminate illegal trade and protect Filipino consumers. (Photo courtesy of BOC)
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working closely with the
BJMP in investigating the
intercepted contrabands.
PDEA Regional
Director Jacquelyn de Guzman
said their collaboration was
instrumental in investigating

from page 8
cases of contrabands and
illegal drugs that visitors

attempt to bring into the jail
facilities.

“We're coordinating
with BJMP so that we can
intercept the contrabands even

oy
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before entering their facilities.
They report it to us to further
investigate these cases.”

BIMP Calabarzon
will continue its deliberation
for drug clearing of local jail
facilities until the end of May.
(PB/PIA4A)

Photo courtesy of PIA

PH...

partnered with the United
Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) to advance
its reform agenda and ensure
compliance with UNCAC
principles. A key element of
this partnership is the New
Government Procurement Act
(NGPA), enacted on July 20,

from page 8

2024. This
legislation
procurement

groundbreaking
modernizes
practices and
mitigates  corruption by
mandating the  disclosure
of  Dbeneficial  ownership
information.
As part of the new
regulations, all bidders and

suppliers must reveal their
ultimate ~ owners  before
competing for government
contracts, directly countering
the pervasive issue of bid
collusion and hidden conflicts

of interest.
The impact of
transparent procurement

practices cannot be overstated.

Tutok...

She also emphasized
the crucial role of these
activities in improving the
nutritional status of pregnant
beneficiaries.

One of the pregnant
beneficiaries, Babylyn Rivera
from Brgy. Calubcub in Naic
town in Cavite, shared the
impact of the feeding program.

“The food you provide
means a lot to us pregnant
women because, to be honest,
we're struggling with our
budget, so we are very
thankful.”

Another Dbeneficiary,
Jessilyn Laigue, expressed her
gratitude for the program’s
support for both mother and
child:

““The TK-DSP not
only provides nourishment
to mothers but also gives
hope for the healthy growth
of infants. Your efforts are
a significant contribution to

from page 8

building a strong and healthy
community.”

Orongan encouraged
the continued advocacy for
maternal and child health to
ensure positive changes in the
community’s overall health
and nutritional well-being.

Meanwhile,
monitoring and evaluation
efforts are ongoing in other
target provinces. These include
a series of social preparation
activities in selected
municipalities in  Cavite;
kamustahan and monitoring
activities in Laguna and Rizal,
and feeding implementation
monitoring in Quezon.

Orongan added that
the program aligns with the
Philippine Plan of Action for
Nutrition (PPAN) 2023-2028,
which aims to promote proper
nutrition and health across all
stages of life. (KA PIA4A/
NNC Calabarzon)

With procurement accounting
for 45 percent of public
expenditure in the Philippines,
making these processes more
transparent  enhances the
country’s capacity to develop
essential infrastructure, such

as schools, hospitals, and
roads.

The NGPA, with
valuable  technical inputs

from UNODC, is a prime
example of aligning national
laws with  international
standards, particularly Article
9 of UNCAC, which deals
with public procurement and
financial management.
However, the digital
transformation does not end
with procurement. The eGov
PH Super App launch has

further revolutionized how
citizens  access  Sservices,
centralizing various

governmental functions into a
single, user-friendly platform.
Citizens can complete
transactions from home—
senior citizens can renew
IDs, new parents can register
births, and entrepreneurs can
obtain permits faster and more
efficiently than ever. Gone are
the days of enduring long lines
and navigating the bureaucratic
maze of government offices.
Project DIME
(Data  for Implementing,
Monitoring, and Evaluation)
illustrates the government’s
commitment to accountability.
By utilizing satellite imagery

and geospatial data, this
initiative  allows  citizens
to monitor government

projects in real-time, ensuring
that  infrastructure  meets
community needs and adheres
to established safety and
quality standards.

These digital reforms
align with several UNCAC
articles, including promoting
transparency in public

contracts, ensuring responsive
public services, and bolstering
citizen participation—
especially among marginalized
communities. The Philippine
government is democratizing
access to public services and
ensuring that remote and
vulnerable populations benefit
from these advancements.

As President Marcos
emphasized, technology alone
cannot eradicate corruption.
There is a pressing need
for a cultural shift within
the government, grounded
in Filipino values such as
“katapatan” (honesty),
“malasakit”  (compassion),
“pakikipag-kapwa”
(humanity), and “Bayanihan”
(communal unity). When
government officials embody
these values, they deliver
respectful service, fair
treatment, and  equitable
access to opportunities for all
citizens.

The Philippines’
journey towards corruption-
free governance is bolstered

by its collaboration with
international  partners  like
the United Nations. This

multifaceted approach fosters
a platform for knowledge
exchange, helping the country
learn from best practices while
adapting solutions tailored to
local contexts.

As the Philippines
continues its path of reform, the
digital governance initiatives
promise lasting change by
instilling integrity into the very
fabric of public service. The
commitment to transparency
and accountability marks a
pivotal moment in the nation’s
history, inspiring hope for
a governance system where
citizens can truly trust that their
government serves them—
fairly and transparently.
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EDSA Busway, commuters
to be prioritized during
EDSA rebuild — Dizon

By Raymond Carl Dela Cruz

MANILA — The Epifanio de
los Santos Avenue (EDSA)
Busway and other forms
of public transport will be
prioritized during the EDSA
rebuild beginning June 13.

In a press conference
at the Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority
(MMDA) headquarters
in Pasig City on Monday,
Transportation Secretary
Vince Dizon said the busway
will remain open for the
duration of the EDSA rebuild.

“Ang  priority  ni
[President  Ferdinand  R.
Marcos, Jr.], yung 200,000
na commuters na gumagamit
ng busway araw-araw (The
priority of President Marcos
is the 200,000 commuters
using the busway everyday),”
Dizon said.

A total of 100 buses

will be added to the EDSA
carousel route to encourage
commuting and to address the
traffic schemes that will be
implemented by the MMDA to
reduce the number of private

vehicles on EDSA.
“Alam natin na
magkaka-aberya, mas

magkaka-traffic ng matindi,
ang sabi ng Pangulo gawan
ng paraan para maibsan ang
aberya. Kailangan maghanap
tayo ng ibang paraan (We
know that the rebuild will
cause delays, traffic will
worsen,  that’s why the
President asked us to find a
way to reduce these delays),”
he said.

While EDSA’s
inner lane will be the first
to undergo a rebuild, Dizon
said the busway’s barriers
will be adjusted to allow its
continuous operation.

In addition, only two

DOH...

Seek early consultation, and
Support fogging/spraying only
in hotspot areas.

DOH Calabarzon also
reiterated its commitment to
working closely with local
government units, schools,
workplaces, and households to
sustain dengue prevention ef-
forts.

The public is like-
wise encouraged to stay in-
formed and actively engage in
community-wide initiatives to
help protect their families and
neighbors.

In Cavite, health of-
ficials continue to call on
residents to take preventive
actions, including eliminat-
ing mosquito breeding sites
and seeking early medical at-
tention for symptoms, as the
province sees a surge in den-

from page 1

gue cases.

According to the Pro-
vincial Epidemiology and Sur-
veillance Unit of the Provin-
cial Health Office, there has
been a sharp rise in dengue
cases across the province from
January 1 to May 10, 2025. A
total of 5,168 cases have been
recorded—a 376% increase
compared to just 1,085 cases
during the same period last
year. Seventeen deaths have
been confirmed as a result of
the outbreak.

The City of Bacoor
has reported the highest num-
ber of cases with 718, or 14%
of the total, followed by Das-
marinas City with 667 cases,
and General Trias City with
619. (PB/RBF/PIA4A)

Marcos...

(CCG) ships sideswiped and
water cannoned them while
conducting marine scientific
research missions in Pag-asa
Cay 2 (Sandy Cay).

The  territory s
located just west of Pag-asa
Island in the Kalayaan Island
Group. China refers to the area
as Tiexian Jiao and continues
to claim it as part of its
territory despite international
rulings rejecting its expansive
maritime claims.

The long-delayed
Code of Conduct, intended
to establish rules and prevent
conflict in the contested waters,
has been under negotiation for
over two decades between
ASEAN and China.

from page 1

Marcos emphasized
that ensuring regional peace,
security, and stability must
remain central to ASEAN’s
vision moving forward.

“In line with the
ASEAN  Community Vision
2045, the Philippines will
continue to work so that
ASEAN should be secure,
peaceful, and stable, governed
by the rule of law, prosperous
and innovative,” he said.

He also addressed the
broader challenges facing the
region, such as climate change,
economic  volatility, and
transnational crimes, while
stressing the need for stronger
cooperation and institutional
resilience.

buses at a time will be allowed
to wait for passengers at each
station, and a 30-second timer
will be strictly enforced to
ensure the smooth flow of the
busway.

On the other hand,
there will also be several
adjustments to the Metro
Railway Transit 3 (MRT-3) to
speed up queues and add more
capacity.

“Papabilisin din natin
ang pila, tatanggalin natin ang
mga x-ray. (We will accelerate
queues by removing x-ray
machines). We're having a dry

run right now,” Dizon said.

He said the decision
was based on studies that
show subways and other train
services in other countries do
not employ x-ray machines.

However, he
said security will remain
paramount and there will
be an increased presence of
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
personnel and K9 units.

The passenger
capacity of the MRT-3 will
also be increased through the
addition of more trains or by
using more four-car trains.

On Monday,
Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH)
Secretary Manuel Bonoan
said the EDSA rebuild will
begin on June 13 and will be
completed in 2027.

Aside from building
sturdier pavements and laying
down asphalt, the rebuild
will also improve EDSA’s
pedestrian lanes and drainage
structures to help address
flooding in certain parts of
EDSA. (PNA)
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EDSA REBUILD. Transportation Secretary Vince Dizon updates media on the Epifanio de los Santos Avenue (EDSA) rebuild
during press conference at the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority office in Pasig City on Monday (May 26, 2025).
Dizon said the Marcos administration will prioritize the EDSA busway and other forms of public transport for the duration of the
rebuild to help lessen its effects on commuters. (Photo courtesy of DOTr)
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tanod (village police),
who approached barangay
chairman Raul Atarde Ballos,
56, from behind and shot him
point-blank.

The gunman then
turned to the two barangay
councilors beside him and shot

ASEAN SUMMIT. President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. (left) is welcomed by Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim during the

from page 1

them too. They were identified
as Jose Lagones, 65, and
Marvin Canete, 54.

The victims were
rushed to nearby hospitals but
did not survive.
Christine

an official

Joseph

Bonus, of the

-

village’s Sangguniang
Kabataan (SK), was also
shot and remains in critical
condition, police said.

Ariel  later  shot
himself and was declared dead
on arrival at a nearby hospital.
(PNA)

opening of the 46th Association of Southeast Asian Nations Summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on Monday (May 26, 2025). In his
intervention before the regional bloc, the President called for the immediate adoption of the Code of Conduct in the South China

Sea. (RTVM Screengrab)

“As one of the most
climate-vulnerable  regions
globally, nearly half of the
entire ASEAN population faces
significant climate-related
risks,” Marcos said.

He wurged ASEAN
partners to scale up climate
financing and called for
“scientific and  evidence-
based, investment-led, and
transformative solutions to the
climate crisis.”

Reaffirming the
Philippines’ commitment to

ASEAN goals, Marcos said
inclusive development and
investment in people are at the
core of the country’s national
strategies.

“Each of us must
contribute to win the future
that we envision for our
community,” he said, adding
that ASEAN workers must
be “equipped with the skills,
protections, and opportunities
that they need to thrive.”

The President

also welcomed ASEAN’s

consensus to avoid retaliatory
economic measures and lauded
Malaysia’s leadership in the
ongoing dialogue to preserve
regional trade stability.

“As  we  support
Malaysia’s ASEAN Chairship
in 2025, we stand ready to build
on our shared achievements
and sustain momentum until
2026, Marcos said.

Manila will host the
regional meet next year. (PNA)
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Does Palaro still serve its purpose?

WHAT makes the Palarong
Pambansa truly special is it’s the
grandest stage for spotting raw,
untapped potential from the country’s
most remote corners.

The 65th edition of the
Palarong Pambansa formally kicked
off yesterday at the Ferdinand E.
Marcos Memorial Stadium in Laoag
City, Ilocos Norte with no less than
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
as guest of honor and Education
Secretary Sonny Angara, Philippine
Sports ~ Commission ~ Chairman
Richard “Dickie” Bachmann, and
Tlocos Norte Gov. Matthew Manotoc
in attendance.

It was a glittery occasion
with the rhythmic beat of drums,
colorful song and dance numbers,
and fervent cheers welcoming the
15,000 student athletes from all over
the country who will participate in 10
days of intense action.

These student athletes —
the best of the best — will vie for
pride and glory in 27 sports.

But behind the pompous
pageantry and festive atmosphere
with a multi-million-peso budget
is a question that begs an answer:
Does the Palarong Pambansa still
serve its purpose of harnessing and
developing future members of the
national teams?

Definitely, yes.

Established in 1948, the
Palarong Pambansais the highest level
of athletic competition for athletes in
the elementary and secondary levels.
Actually, these athletes begin their
careers in local school clubs and
intramurals, then district meets, city
meets, and provincial meets before
finally making it to the Palarong
Pambansa to compete against the best
athletes from other regions.

It stands as the foundation,
a veritable crucible where the future
of Philippine sports is forged,
shaped and refined. Its influence
permeates every level of the sporting
landscape from the grassroots to
the international arena, making it
indispensable to the nation’s athletic
development.

But what makes the
Palarong Pambansa truly special is
it’s the grandest stage for spotting
raw, untapped potential from the
country’s most remote corners.

Coaches and scouts of
various national sports associations,
collegiate teams and even
professional leagues converge on the
games, eager to spot the next Lydia
de Vega-Mercado, Elma Muros,
Ernest John Obiena, or Hidilyn Diaz.

Actually, many of the
Philippines’ most celebrated athletes

across various disciplines trace
their humble beginnings to the
dusty tracks, makeshift courts and
swimming pools of the Palarong
Pambansa.

Carlos Yulo represented the
National Capital Region in the 2012
edition of the Palaro in Tacloban City
which set him on his way to making
history as the first ever Filipino to
win two gold medals in the Olympic
Games.

Simply put, the Palarong
Pambansa offers a crucial platform
for young athletes who might
otherwise remain undiscovered due
to geographical isolation or lack of
resources, providing them a pathway
to further training, scholarships and,
ultimately, a chance to represent the
country in the international arena.

The Palarong Pambansa
is also a powerful catalyst for
grassroots sports development. The
anticipation of the Palaro motivates
local government units and school
districts to invest in their sports
programs regardless of budget.

It encourages the
establishment of local training
camps, the repair of facilities, and the
identification and nurturing of young
athletes in their regions. This trickle
down effect ensures that sports remain
a vital part of the school curriculum
and community activities, fostering
a culture of active participation from
an early age.

The Palarong Pambansa
also champions inclusivity, giving
young athletes from diverse socio-
economic backgrounds an equal
opportunity to compete, excel,
and dream big, regardless of their
circumstances.

The sheer scale of
participation, involving thousands of
student athletes from all 17 regions,
underscores its unparalleled reach
in promoting physical literacy and a
healthy lifestyle among the youth.

Moreover, the Palarong
Pambansa is a powerful unifier.

It brings together young
Filipinos from different cultural
backgrounds with different dialects,
religions and ethnicity in their quest
for pride and glory.

Once the games start, all
their differences vanish, replaced
by a shared passion for sports and
camaraderie, teamwork, friendship,
sportsmanship and other core values
that these young athletes will carry
for the rest of their lives.

So, yes, in this time and
age of modernity and social media,
the Palarong Pambansa still serves its
purpose. (TDT)
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The War Rages On

PART 2

Collectively, the struggles and
victories of the Filipino masses
and people together with the
CPP and Bayan are touchstones
in Philippine history, concrete
manifestations of a nation
pushing forward.

The July 27 State of
the Nation Address that de
Jong talks about? He seems
to have confined his view to
Quezon City, where the Bayan
protest numbered  almost
30,000 while the other Left
forces could muster no more
than a few hundreds. De Jong
fails to observe that Bayan
simultaneously held big rallies
in key towns and cities all over
the Philippine archipelago.
Meanwhile his description of
the rally of a few hundreds
as “broad” could only be
laughable. In order to to come
up with “presentable” photos
of their Quezon City rally, its
organizers took shots that
were so tight, they might
as well have taken selfies.
And yet de Jong has the gall
to try to paint the flawed
picture where Reaffirmists
“are equal in number to all
the [Rejectionist] groups put
together.”

Second, de Jong cites
groups “from the Maoist
[Marxist-Leninist Party of
the Philippines] to the social-
democratic Akbayan party
and the Revolutionary Party
of Mindanao” as if they
are notable. These groups,
however, are in reality
scattered, distant from the
Filipino masses and people
— and, to be frank about

it, negligible in Philippine
politics. Apart from Akbayan
which participates in elections,
the names of these groups
catapulted to  newfound
prominence by de Jong have
never been heard of before in
the Philippine scene; they are
introduced to Filipino readers
of his article for the first time.

The  self-appointed
spokespersons of these alleged
groups  have  constantly
presented them as emergent
formations in the Philippine
Left: fresh, exciting, on the
way forward. But more than
20 years after they have
broken ranks with the CPP and
Bayan, what organizational or
intellectual strength can these
groups show? Not much. They
have by and large remained
leaders and writers without any
significant mass membership.
This, despite  receiving
ample financial and material
support from various factions

of the Philippine ruling
classes, international funding
agencies, and international

solidarity networks.

Leaders and writers
of groups like Akbayan have
focused their intellectual
energies  on  analyzing-
attacking the CPP and Bayan,
yet have shunned making
honest-to-goodness ~ Marxist
assessments and summations
of their own organizations’
histories. They have always
tried to answer the question
“Why do the CPP and Bayan
remain strong?” but have
refused to recognize, let alone
answer, the question “Why do
other Left formations remain
very, very weak?” Their

glaring lack of experience, skill
and sharpness in assessing and
summing-up their own history
is clearly reflected in the
haphazard manner with which
they approach the histories of
the CPP and Bayan.

They claim that their
movements are intellectually
vibrant, but that is never in the
sense of enriching the unity
of thought and action or the
praxis of arousing, organizing
and mobilizing the Filipino
masses and the people for
genuine social change. No
wonder they proudly claim
that they are “peaceful,” and
that the imperialists and the
Philippine ruling classes are
only happy to agree.

Of course, mere
numbers are not an absolute
proof of a movement’s
correctness. But the long
and continuous existence of
these organizations — more
than 45 years for CPP and 35
for Bayan — and the victories
that they have gained despite
the various hurdles that they
faced, show that they are the
only Left formations which
have successfully advanced
— and continue to forward
decisively — the Filipino
masses’ and people’s struggle
for genuine social change. On
the other hand, the lackluster
performance of Akbayan,
and other Left formations in
the Philippines, despite the
various odds favoring them,
shows that most of what they
do is talk, criticize the CPP and
Bayan, and ally with various
factions of the Philippines’
ruling classes.

Ipagpapatuloy...
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DENR-EMB pushes upcycling
of discarded election tarps

By Charmaine Odong

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA) — The Environmental
Management Bureau (EMB)
is calling on the public’s
cooperation to  creatively
repurpose discarded election
tarpaulins to help reduce the
country’s solid waste problem.

Following the 2025
National and Local Elections,
a large number of tarpaulins

were posted in  various
locations, further contributing
to the country’s ongoing

plastic waste problem.
EMB Calabarzon has

recently issued an advisory
highlighting the environmental
risks associated with polyvinyl
chloride (PVC), the primary
material used in most election
tarpaulins. PVC is a type of
plastic that does not biodegrade
and often ends up in landfills,
waterways, and urban areas,
contributing to pollution and
environmental hazards.

The EMB
also provided several
recommendations forrecycling
and repurposing election
tarpaulins. These materials
can be cleaned, cut, and sewn
into durable, reusable bags,

as an alternative to single-use
plastics. They may also serve
as temporary covers for homes
and  structures, providing
protection from heat and rain.

Additionally, the
public is also encouraged
to turn over old tarpaulin
to local recyclers or have
them delivered to central
Material Recovery Facilities
(MRFs), where they can be
processed into new materials
and  products, extending
their usefulness beyond their
original purpose.

This  environmental
campaign runs alongside

CAVITEVIE
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DOST, NAST seek to bring
science closer to people

By Charmaine Odong

ALFONSO, Cavite (PIA)
— The National Academy
of Science and Technology
(NAST), in partnership with
the Department of Science
and Technology (DOST) in
Calabarzon, spearheaded
the 2025 Regional Scientific
Meetings (RSMs) for Luzon,
with the aim of bringing
science closer to the people.

With  the  theme
“Bioscience Innovations:
Transforming Enterprise
Ecosystems  for Wealth

Creation”, the two-day RSM
held in Alfonso, Cavite, from
May 20 to 21, underscored
the roles of NAST and
DOST in promoting
bioscience innovations to
address community needs,

Photo courtesy of PIA

and drive
economic

foster resilience,
sustainable
development.

In his video message,
DOST  Secretary  Renato
Solidum, Jr. emphasized
that this year’s theme aligns
with the department’s
four  strategic  priorities:
promoting human well-being,
fostering wealth  creation,
reinforcing wealth protection,
and institutionalizing
sustainability.

“These  are  the
guiding  pillars  of  our
programs — and  initiatives,
ensuring that no communities
are left behind. Luzon, for
one, has witnessed numerous
challenges—land conversion,
reforestation, water shortages,
and increasing vulnerability
to climate change impacts—

‘v
-

yet it is home to communities
that thrive despite adversities.
This resilience provides a
fertile ground for bioscience
to flourish, ” Solidum stated.
The annual scientific
meeting serves as a platform
for knowledge-sharing,
collaboration, and networking
among  experts, scientists,
researchers, policymakers,
and community leaders.
Discussions ~ focused  on
bioscience innovations,
particularly in community-
based livelihood, sustainable
resource management,
conservation, and education
and workforce development.
NAST-Philippines
President Jaime Montoya,
emphasized that the meeting
is an opportunity for various
experts to address relevant

with the Commission on
Elections (COMELEC) and
the Philippine National Police
(PNP) as part of the “Oplan
Baklas” initiative.

In Calabarzon, Police
Regional Office (PRO) IV-A
headed by Brig. Gen. Paul
Kenneth  Lucas  recently
green-lit the operations to
remove campaign posters and
materials that were illegally
posted throughout the region.

Director Lucas
emphasized that, in support of
these efforts, clean-up drives
were also conducted to help
prepare communities for the
rainy season and reduce the
risks associated with flooding
and accumulated wastes.

“The implementation
of Operation Baklas is not
merely a simple removal of
campaign materials. It forms
part of our broader objective
to ensure the cleanliness of

our roads and public areas
following the elections, as
well as to conduct a clean-up
drive within the vicinity of the
camp in preparation for the
rainy season and potential
flooding.” Lucas said.

Aspost-election clean-
up efforts continue across
Calabarzon, the DENR-EMB,
PNP, and the COMELEC are
urging the public to actively
participate in the responsible
disposal and repurposing of
campaign-related waste.

In a statement
released by environmental
group EcoWaste Coalition, the
campaign-related waste has
already become a recurring
problem every election season
and it demands the collective
action and cooperation of all
winning and losing candidates
to join the cleanup for the sake
of environment protection.
(CA, CO/PIA-4A)

Photo courteys of PIA

and timely regional concerns,
and to present science,
technology, and innovation-
based (STI) solutions and
recommendations.

“This  meeting is
not just about generating
knowledge, but about
ensuring that this knowledge
directly addresses real-world
problems and  holistically
benefits all sectors. Let us
use this opportunity to forge
meaningful  collaborations,
inspire action, and develop
science-informed,  culturally
attuned  interventions  that
empower communities
and drive sustainable
development,” Montoya said.

As an attached agency

of the DOST, NAST-PHL
is mandated to advise the
Office of the President and
the Cabinet on matters and
policies concerning science
and technology.

Through the RSM
and the power of science,
technology, and innovation,
various programs, projects,
and initiatives emerging from
the grassroots level are being
recognized nationally. These
efforts aim to benefit more
people, contribute to poverty
alleviation, and harness the
vast potential of bioscience
innovations to create wealth
and improve the lives of the
Filipino people. (CO/PIA-4A)
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Republic of the Philippines

Fourth Judicial Region

Regional Trial Court of Cavite

Office of the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff
New Justice Hall, J.P. Rizal Avenue, Kaybagal
South, Tagaytay City

EJF NO. TG-23-084

FOR: Extrajudicial Foreclosure of
Real Estate Mortgage under Act No.
3135 as amended by Act No. 4118

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND
(otherwise known as Pag-IBIG Fund),

Mortgagee,
-versus-

MA. ROWENA J. ORDANIEL MARRIED TO
MARCELO LITO D. ORDANIEL,
Mortgagors/Borrowers,

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-judicial foreclosure sale under Act
3135, as Amended by Act No. 4118, filed by Mortgagee,
HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND (otherwise known
as Pag-IBIG Fund), a government financial institution duly
organized and existing under the laws of the Philippines, with
principal office and place of business at The Petron Mega
Plaza Building, No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City,
pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Loan and Mortgage
Agreement (“MORTGAGE”) executed and notarized on
February 19, 1999 by Mortgagors/Borrowers, MA. ROWENA
J. ORDANIEL married to MARCELO LITO D. ORDANIEL,
both of legal age, Filipino citizen, with residence and postal
addresses at (1) #142 Dangay St., Project 7, Quezon City,
Metro Manila (2) Lot 49 Block 16, Rancho Imperial De Silang,
Brgy. Tartaria, Silang, Cavite, in favor of the Mortgagee,
over a real estate property including improvements thereon,
described in and covered by TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE NO. (T-835049) 19005 of the Registry of Deeds
for Tagaytay City, in order to satisfy the outstanding loan

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

Fourth Judicial Region

Regional Trial Court

Office of the Clerk of Court

Imus, Cavite

Extra-Judicial Foreclosure of Real

Estate Mortgage Under Act No.

3135, as Amended, Republic Act No. 4118
FC CASE NO. 19400-25

CHINA BANK SAVINGS, INC.,
Mortgagee,

-versus-

SPS. WILSON M. MONTON AND
ANA CRISTINA M. MONTON,
Mortgagors/Borrower.

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135 as
amended by Act 4118 filed by CHINA BANK SAVINGS, INC.,
mortgagee, with principal office address at 12th Floor China
Bank Saving Bldg. No. 314 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City,
against SPS. WILSON M. MONTON AND ANA CRISTINA M.
MONTON, mortgagor/borrower, with residence address at
1490 Dr. |. Benitez St., Paco, Manila and/or Blk 9, Lot 6, Bangui
St., The Veraneo Subd., Brgy. San Sebastian, Kawit, Cavite, to
satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of March 31, 2025
amounts to ONE MILLION THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY
NINE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED EIGHT PESOS & 95/100
(P 1,379,108.95) Philippine Currency, including interest and
penalty charges, but excluding attorney’s fees, sheriff’s fees
and all other charges incidental to this foreclosure and sale,

obligation of the Mortgagors/Borrowers in the amount of FIVE
HUNDRED TWENTY THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FORTY-
FIVE PESOS & 13/100 (Php 520,345.13), inclusive of interest,
penalties and other charges, as of August 29, 2023, the
undersigned Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional
Trial Court of Cavite thru her deputy, Oliver N. Mendoza, will sell
at public auction on June 19, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning
or soon thereafter, at the New Hall of Justice of Tagaytay City, to
the highest bidder, for Cash or Manager’s Check and in Philippine
Currency, the following property with all its improvements
thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (T-835049) 19005
Registry of Deeds for the Province of Cavite

“IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in the Mun.
of Silang, Prov. of Cavite, bounded and described as follows:

A parcel of land (Lot 49, Blk. 16 of the cons./subd. plan, Pcs-
04-012899 being a portion of lot 8014, 8015, 8017, 8018, Cad.
452-D, Silang Cad., lots 8016-A to 8016 H, Csd-04-006071-D, lot
15709-A, Csd-042118-012810-D & lot Blk. 71, Pcs-04-011250,
LRC Rec. No. ), situated in the Brgy. Tartaria, Mun. of Silang,
Prov. of Cavite. Bounded on the NE., along line 1-2 by lot 50 of
Blk. 16; on the SE., along line 2-3 by Rd. lot 12; on the SW., along
line 3-4 by lot 48; on the NW., along line 4-5 by lot 25; on the
along line 5-1 by lot 24, both of Blk. 16, all of the cons./subd. plan
Beginning at a pt. marked “1” on plan, being S. 66 deg. 02'E.,
4915.15 m. from BLLM No. 1, Cad. 452-D, Silang Cad.; thence S.
24 deg. 07’E., 10.00 m. to pt. 2; thence S. 65 deg. 53’'W., 7.00 m.
to pt. 3; thence N. 24 deg. 07°'W., 10.00 m. to pt. 4; thence N. 65
deg. 53’E., 5.94 m. to pt. 5; thence N. 65 deg. 53’E., 1.06 m. to pt.
1; beginning, containing an area of SEVENTY (70) SQ. METERS.
All pts. referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on
the ground by PS cyl. conc. mons. 15x60 cm.; bearings true; date
of orig. survey, & that of the subd. survey, Aug. 1-30, 1997, & was
approved on Dec. 5, 1997.

is registered in accordance with the provisions of the Property
Registration Decree in the name of

MA. ROWENA J. ORDANIEL, married to MARCELO LITO D.
ORDANIEL, both of legal age, Filipino.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the said
date, it shall be held on June 26, 2025 without further notice.

the undersigned Sheriff IV will sell at Public Auction on July
1, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. or soon thereafter at the main entrance
of the Office of the Clerk of Court, Bulwagan Ng Katarungan,
Aguinaldo Highway, Imus, Cavite, to the highest bidder, for cash
and in Philippine Currency, the following property with all the
improvements therein, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 071-2016003126

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in
BARANGAY OF SAN SEBASTIAN, MUNICIPALITY OF KAWIT,
PROVINCE OF CAVITE, ISLAND OF LUZON, bounded and
described as follows:

A PARCEL OF LAND (LOT 6 BLK 9 OF THE SUBDIVISION
PLAN PSD-04-216770, BEING A PORTION OF LOT 1, PCS-
04-025923, LRC REC. NO. N-11613), SITUATED IN BRGY. OF
SAN SEBASTIAN, MUN. OF KAWIT, PROVINCE OF CAVITE,
ISLAND OF LUZON. BOUNDED ON THE SW., ALONG LINE
1-2 BY LOT 5; ON THE NW., ALONG LINE 2-3 BY LOT 21;
ALONG LINE 3-4 BY LOT 20, ON THE NE., ALONG LINE 4-5
BY LOT 7, ALL OF BLK. 9; AND ON THE SE., ALONG LINE 5-1
BY ROAD LOT 7 (8.00 M. WIDE), ALL OF THE SUBDIVISION
PLAN. BEGINNING AT A POINT MARKED 1 ON PLAN, BEING
S. 30-46W., 4502.79 M. FROM BLLM NO. 3, CAD.203, KAWIT
CADASTRE. THENCE N. 27-38W. 20.11 M. TO PT. 2; THENCE
N. 65-33E. 116 M. TO PT. 3; THENCE N. 65-33E. 6.85 M. TO
PT. 4; THENCE S. 27-38E. 19.67 M. TO PT. 5; THENCE S.
62-22W. 8.00 M. TO THE PT. OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING
AN AREA OF ONE HUNDRED FIFTY NINE (159) SQUARE
METERS, MORE OR LESS. ALL POINTS REFERRED TO
ARE INDICATED ON THE PLAN AND ARE MARKED ON THE
GROUND BY PS CYL. CONC. MONS 15X40 CM; BEARINGS
TRUE; DATE OF ORIGINAL SURVEY; FEB. 1&29, 1956 AND
THAT OF THE SUBDIVISION SURVEY; JUNE 25-30, 2010 &
WAS APPROVED ON OCTOBER 1, 2010.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to
investigate and verify for themselves the TRANSFER
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (T-835049) 19005 the
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the
above stated time and date.

Tagaytay City, Philippines, April 29, 2025.

ATTY. VARBRA ANN A. VARIAS-DIMAYUGA
Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheriff

OLIVER N. MENDOZA
Sheriff-in-Charge

Copy Furnished:

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND

(otherwise known as Pag-IBIG Fund)

Petitioner/Mortgagee

The Petron Mega Plaza Building No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat
Avenue, Makati City

MARIA VICTORIA D. CAPIRAL

C/O ATTY. SIMEON P. MADRID

S.P. MADRID & ASSOCIATES

Representative of the Mortgagee

5th Floor Bedrock Building, Kayumanggi Center,
Commonwealth Ave., Matandang Balara, Quezon City

MA. ROWENA J. ORDANIEL married to

MARCELO LITO D. ORDANIEL

Mortgagors/Borrowers

(1) #142 Dangay St., Project 7, Quezon City, Metro Manila
(2) Lot 49 Block 16, Rancho Imperial De Silang, Brgy. Tartaria,
Silang, Cavite

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE,
DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S
SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF THE AUCTION SALE
UNDER THE PENALTY OF LAW

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
May 26, June 02 & 09, 2025

All sealed bid must be submitted to the undersigned on the
stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the
said date, it shall be held on July 8, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. without
prior notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate
for themselves the title to the said property and encumbrances
thereon if any there be.

Imus, Cavite, Philippines, May 6, 2025.

ANSELMO P. PAGUNSAN, JR.
Sheriff IV

Approved:
ARMIE A. FRANCISCO
Clerk of Court VI

Copy Furnished:

CHINA BANK SAVINGS, INC.,

12th Floor China Bank Saving Bldg. No. 314 Sen. Gil Puyat
Ave., Makati City

SPS. WILSON M. MONTON AND ANA CRISTINA M.
MONTON

1490 Dr. |. Benitez St., Paco, Manila

Blk 9, Lot 6, Bangui St., The Veraneo Subd., Brgy. San
Sebastian, Kawit, Cavite

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
May 26, June 02 & 09, 2025
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Timor-Leste
oov’t to deport ex-
lawmaker Teves

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA — The government of Timor-Leste
confirmed on Wednesday it has decided to deport
and ban expelled lawmaker Arnolfo Teves Jr. from
entering the Southeast Asian state for 10 years.

In a statement, the Timor-Leste government
said it considers Teves’ presence a “threat to national
security and interests.”

“The Government of Timor-Leste believes
that the presence of Filipino citizen Arnolfo Teves Jr.
in its territory, who is suspected of having committed
several serious crimes and has been formally
charged by the judicial authorities of the Republic of
the Philippines — a member country of ASEAN, the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations — represents
a serious and unacceptable situation,” it said.

Teves’ extended stay in Timor-Leste for
over two years, it added, “poses a disruptive factor”
in its bilateral relations with the Philippines and
“establishes a serious precedent with potential
implications for internal security.”

“The perception that Timor-Leste might be
viewed as arefuge for individuals fleeing international
Justice undermines the integrity of our borders and
our shared efforts to combat transnational crime,” it
said.

“The imminent full accession of Timor-Leste
to ASEAN, scheduled for October this year, further
reinforces the responsibility of the Timorese State
to actively collaborate with its regional partners
in upholding justice, legality, and stability in the
region,” it added.

Timor-Leste said its decision to deport Teves
takes effect immediately.

His deportation, it noted, is based on a
Ministry of the Interior decision, saying he is
in possession of a passport that the Philippine
government has cancelled and is staying in Timor-
Leste without a valid visa and legal authorization to
remain there.

“The decision, which takes effect
immediately, is based on national legislation
regarding migration and asylum and is grounded
in the risks that this citizen’s continued presence
poses to public order and national security,” the
government said.

On the other hand, Teves’ prohibition from
entering Timor-Leste for a period of 10 years, it said,
is in accordance with its Migration and Asylum Law.

The Timor-Leste government issued the
decision citing the criminal charges Teves faces
in the Philippines, including 13 counts of murder,
13 counts of frustrated murder, and four counts of
attempted murder, related to crimes committed
between 2019 and 2023, including the murder then
Negros Oriental governor Roel Degamo.

“The Government reaffirms its commitment
to the principles of the rule of law, respect for
international  norms  concerning  cooperation
between states, and the safeguarding of security and
stability not only within the national territory but
also in the Southeast Asia region, in coordination
with the collective efforts of ASEAN Member States,”
it said. (PNA)

491 NPA members,
supporters neutralized from
Jan. 1 to May 22 - AFP

By Priam Nepomuceno

MANILA — The Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) announced that 491 New People’s Army (NPA)
members and their supporters have been neutralized
from Jan. 1 to May 22 this year.
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POSITION: SALES MANAGER
VACANCY (1)

JOB DESCRIPTION

Overseeing sales promotion and campaigns.Serving as the face of organiztion to internal and external partners.

Directing and coordinating all sales activities ,Setting sales quotas and goals.
Preparing sales budget and projetions and approving expenditures

Developing and maintaning relationships with key clients,Defining and exceuting territory sales plan.

QUALIFICATIONS

At least High School Graduate or College Level
10 years experience in Sales in Manufacturing Industries.
Can read write and speak fluent in Chinese Mandarin

SALARY RANGE
Php 60,000- Php 89,999

Application may be sent on below
COMPANY NAME:KWANG TA ELECTRIC PHILS CORP.
CONTACT PERSON:WINNIELYN SERAFIN
EMAIL ADDRESS: kwangta.epc@gmail.com
CONTACT NO. 046 -840-0259

|Company/ Employer

Name of foreign national intending to apply for the position

Company Name: KWANG TA ELECTRIC PHILS CORP.

Address: #30 LOT 4 SOUTHCOAST INDUSTRIAL BANCAL CARMONA CAVITE
Nature of Business:Manufacturing of Chirstmas Lights

WANG XIURONG

Address
Nationality:CHINESE
Intended period of employement: Three (3 years)

#30 LOT 4 3rd floor Dormitory SOUTHCOAST INDUSTRIAL BANCAL
CARMONA CAVITE

3/F Andenson Building lIParian, Calamba City

IKwangta Elecrtic Phils Corp. hereby declares that the above -named foreign national is able, willing and qualified to perform the
service abd job description for the position. The company has intention to employ the said foreign national and apply for an
Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and Emnployement-Calabarzon Region located at

hired for, may file a objection at DOLE Regional Office No. IV located at 3rd and 4th Floor,Andenson Bldg. Il , Brgy Parian,Calamba

City Laguna within 30 days after this publication
Please inform DOLE Regional Office No IV-A if you have any information on criminal offenses committed by the foreign nationals.

Any Filipino jobseeker who is competent ,able and willing to perform the services for which the foreign national is intented to be

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
May 26, 2025

Comelec affirms dismissal of DQ case vs. Tulfos

By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA — The Commission on Elections (Comelec)
has affirmed the dismissal of a petition to disqualify
members of the Tulfo family who ran for national
and local positions in the May 12 elections.

In a six-page resolution, the Comelec en
banc upheld the March 4 decision of the Comelec
First Division junking the petition filed by lawyer
Virgilio Garcia.

“Finding no positive averment that the Order
sought to be reconsidered and set aside contains
palpable or patent errors, we find no cogent reason
to depart from the assailed Order of the Commission
(First Division),” it said.

“Wherefore, the Motion for Reconsideration
is denied. The assailed Order dated 04 March 2025
denying the Petition is hereby affirmed.”

The Comelec en banc also noted that the
petitioner failed to comply with procedural rules
when he did not attach the respondents’ certificates
of candidacy (COCs) to his petition, which the poll
body said is considered as a “serious procedural
defect, not a mere lapse.”

“The absence of the COCs renders the
Petition insufficient in form. It is a fatal omission

that justifies the outright dismissal of the Petition,”
it said.

Named respondents in Garcia’s petition,
which was filed in February, were then-senatorial
candidates Erwin and Ben Tulfo, party-list nominees
Jocelyn Pua-Tulfo (ACT-CIS) and Wanda Tulfo-
Teo (Turismo), and reelectionist Quezon City (2nd
District) Rep. Ralph Tulfo.

In his petition, Garcia said the Tulfos
constituted a political dynasty, which is prohibited
under the 1987 Constitution, and are not natural-
born Filipinos.

Erwin, Ben, and Wanda are siblings, while
Jocelyn and Ralph are the wife and son, respectively,
of Senator Raffy Tulfo, another Tulfo sibling.

In its decision, the seven-man Comelec panel
said it does not see the need to reverse the decision
of the First Division as there is no enabling law that
operationalizes the constitutional prohibition on
political dynasties.

“Without an enabling law passed by
Congress to define what constitutes a political
dynasty, the prohibition cannot be enforced. Thus,
the invocation of political dynasty as a ground for
disqualification is legally untenable,” the Comelec
en banc said. (PNA)

Neutralize is a military term referring to
the taking out of action, either through surrender,
capture or in military encounters of NPA members
and their supporters.

AFP spokesperson Col. Francel Margareth
Padilla, in a press briefing Tuesday afternoon, said
that of this figure, 407 surrendered to government
forces.

“(Another) 41 were apprehended and 43
were killed in military operations,” she added.

For the period in review, Padilla said 332
firearms and 233 anti-personnel mines were either
seized from or surrendered by communist insurgents
to the government troops.

Around 68 encampments were also captured
in the same period.

The military earlier said that 88 out of the 89
NPA guerrilla fronts were neutralized, leaving only
one weakened front. (PNA)
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Tutok Kainan aims to improve food
quality of vulnerable sectors

By Kristianne Andrade

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA)—TheNational Nutrition
Council (NNC) in Calabarzon
reaffirmed its commitment
to strengthening nutrition
programs across the region as
it continues the Tutok Kainan
Dietary Supplementation
Program (TK-DSP) activities
in partnership with local
government units.

Lourdes B. Orongan, NNC
Calabarzon’s Regional
Nutrition Program

Coordinator, said the Tutok
Kainan DSP aims to improve
the quantity, quality, and
nutritional content of food
intake among nutritionally
vulnerable groups, including
pregnant women and children.

“Under the TK-DSP, various
initiatives are implemented
over six months, including
maternal nutrition education,
First 1,000 Days services, safe
motherhood promotion, family
planning, and free medical
services,” she said.
Continued on page 2...

23 jail facilities
in Calabarzon
certified drug-free

By Patricia Bermudez

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA) — Persons Deprived
on Liberty (PDL) under the
care of the Bureau of Jail
Management and Penology
(BJMP)in Calabarzonundergo
regular drug testing as part of
the tightened security in local
prison facilities.

Chief Supt. Hilbert
Flor, regional director
of BJMP, said they have
confiscated illegal  drugs
and contrabands brought by
visitors in their facilities.

“We conduct random
drug testing in facilities
where we have incidents of
confiscation and seizure of
illegal drugs and contrabands.
Based on our reports, these
tests turned out negative. This
means that our personnel
have already confiscated the
contrabands during frisking
and inspection before entering
our facilities,”

In its report to the
Calabarzon Regional Inter
Agency Coordinating Group
(RICG), Flor said 23 BIMP
facilities have been certified
as drug free following regular
inspections and testing among
PDLs.

Meanwhile, 33 jail
facilities in the region have
been endorsed to be certified
as drug cleared and drug free
facilities.

Flor explained that
jail inspectors are strictly
enforcing their frisking policy
where  visitors’  personal
items are searched for any
contrabands before entering
the facility.

“We have intercepted
those contrabands brought by
visitors during frisking and
items search, that’s why they
are unable to enter inside our
Jjail cells.”

BIMP facilities are
also imposing their own drug
rehabilitation  policies  as
part of their strategy in their
crackdown on illegal drugs in
jail facilities.

This includes General
Mariano Alvarez Municipal
Jail, Teresa District Jail Male
Dorm, Teresa District Jail
Female Dorm, and Silang
Municipal Jail.

As the government
agency that specializes in
the efficient enforcement of
anti-illegal drug laws, the
Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency (PDEA) is also

Continued on page 2...
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PH Digital Transformation:
Keeping UNCAC’s vision alive

Image courtesy of PIA

By PIA

A significant stride towards
clean governance continues,
and the Philippines has taken
bold steps to fight corruption.
Since its ratification
of the United Nations
Convention Against
Corruption (UNCAC) in 2006
and under the leadership of
President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr., the commitment to uproot

Philippine

Information
PIA | Agency

corruption has transformed
from a promise into action,
propelled mainly by the advent
of digital governance reforms.

At the 5th State
Conference on  UNCAC
Implementation and Review
in Malacafang on December
3, 2024, Executive Secretary
Lucas Bersamin, in an
opinion column piece, said
the President outlined a “fwo-
pronged approach” to combat

corruption.

The approach consists
of streamlining and digitalizing
government processes while
bringing public empowerment
through transparency. The
paradigm shift recognizes a
fundamental truth: where there
is opacity, corruption thrives,
but within transparency lies
integrity.

The government has
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