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Cavite Provincial Government
Strengthen Response Operations
for Super Typhoon Uwan

THE Provincial Government
of Cavite, under the leadership
of Governor Francisco Gabriel
“Abeng” Remulla, continues
to  implement  proactive
response and relief operations
for families affected by
Super Typhoon Uwan, which
brought heavy rains and strong
winds across the province in
recent days.

As of the latest report,
a total of 12,184 families or
44,733 individuals have been

affected in various cities and
municipalities of Cavite. No
casualties have been reported.

Even before Super
Typhoon  Uwan  entered
the Philippine Area of
Responsibility  (PAR), the
Provincial  Disaster  Risk
Reduction and Management
Council (PDRRMC) was
convened on November 7 to
conduct a Pre-Disaster Risk
Assessment (PDRA) together

Continued on page 3...

Pamahalaang Lungsod ng
Bacoor namahagi ng tulong

sa pamilya ng mga OFW at
kasambahay, Bacoor Mayor

nanguna sa pamamahagi

By MIS-STAFF

Mainsquare Mall, Nobyembre
12, 2025 — Ang Pamahalaang
Lungsod ng Bacoor, sa ilalim
ng pamumuno ni Mayor Strike
B. Revilla, sa pamamagitan
ng  Public = Employment
Service Office (PESO)
Bacoor na pinamumunuan ni
Doc Abraham De Castro, ay
nagsagawa ng isang espesyal
na Araw ng Pamilya ng mga
OFW at Kasambahay ngayong
araw.

Sina Mayor Strike
Revilla, Councilor Karen
S. Evaristo, at Mr. Richard
Quion (BDRRMO Head) ay
dumalo sa kaganapan, kasama
ang mga empleyado at staff
ng PESO, at 1,117 residente
ng Bacoor na mga Overseas
Filipino Workers (OFW) at
Kasambahay.

Nagbigay si Mayor
Strike Revilla ng mga relief
goods sa 1,117 OFW at
Kasambahay na naroroon.
Ipinabatid din niya sa publiko
ang tungkol sa one-stop shop
at extension ng mga ahensya
ng gobyerno sa Main Square

Mall, kabilang ang RTC,
PNP, NBI, DSWD Region,
Philhealth, at ang Treasury,
pati na rin ang aplikasyon para
sa Solidarity Route.

Ipinaalala ni Mayor Strike
sa mga dumalo ang tatlong
simpleng hakbang na dapat
tandaan kapag may lindol:
Duck, Cover, at Hold.
Inanunsyo rin niya na ang
lahat ng empleyado ng
lungsod ay sasailalim sa mga
seminar sa basic life support
at emergency training. Bukod
pa rito, ipinaalam ni Mayor
Strike sa publiko ang tungkol
sa mga paparating na proyekto
ng LGU Bacoor tulad ng SBR
Card at YAKAP registration
sa Philhealth para sa 20k na
subsidy sa gamot. Inanunsyo
rin niya na ang libreng Mass
Wedding at Mass Baptism ay
gaganapin quarterly para sa
lahat ng mga Bacoorefio na
nais makatanggap ng Libreng
Kasal at Binyag. Layunin
ng mga programang ito na
mapabuti ang buhay ng mga
OFW, Kasambahay, at lahat
ng mamamayan ng Bacoor.
(bacoor.gov.ph)
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Lacson: Bato’s use of Senate as
sanctuary to evade ICC ‘limited’

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA — Senate President
Pro Tempore Panfilo Lacson
on Tuesday said Sen. Ronald
“Bato” dela Rosa cannot
indefinitely use the Senate as
a sanctuary if the International

Criminal Court (ICC) orders
his arrest, stressing that any
such protection is “limited”
under the Constitution.
“Limited. Kasi ‘yung
Constitution is very clear on
the matter. First, kung less
than six years ‘yung penalty,

may immunity from arrest
when Congress is in session.
‘Yun ‘yung mga limitations
(Limited. Because the
Constitution is very clear on
the matter. First, if the penalty
is less than six years, there is
Continued on page 3...

Calabarzon begins rapid damage
check after Super Typhoon Uwan

By PIA CALABARZON

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA) The Regional
Disaster  Risk  Reduction
and Management Council

Photo courtesy of PIA

(RDRRMC) Calabarzon is on
standby to conduct a Rapid
Damage Assessment and
Needs Analysis (RDANA) to
evaluate the impacts of Super
Typhoon Uwan, which placed

several areas under Signal No.
5.
Office of Civil Defense
(OCD) Regional Director and
RDRRMC Chairperson Carlos
Continued on page 3...
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Senate to summon Romualdez, Co, 17 other solons to infra probe

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA-Senate President
Pro Tempore Panfilo Lacson
on Tuesday said the Senate
Blue Ribbon Committee
would summon former
House Speaker Martin
Romualdez, resigned Ako
Bicol party-list Rep. Zaldy
Co and 17 other members of
the House Representatives
in the resumption of its
investigation into alleged

irregularities  in  flood
control projects.
Lacson, who is

expected to be reelected as
Blue Ribbon Committee
chairperson, said the panel
is scheduled to resume its
hearings on Nov. 14, and
will send invitations through

the leadership of the House

of Representatives.
“After the election
this afternoon, we’ll

buckle down to work. And
then kasama doon ‘yung
pagpapadala ng invitation
through the Office of the
Speaker of the House of
Representatives plus ‘yung
17 congressmen mentioned
by the Discaya couple,
including Congressman Eric
Yap (And that will include
sending the invitations
through the Office of the
Speaker of the House of
Representatives, along
with the 17 congressmen
mentioned by the Discaya
couple, including
Congressman Eric Yap),”
Lacson said in an interview.

The senator said the
committee would extend
an invitation to former
Ako Bicol party-list Rep.
Zaldy Co, who may attend
the next hearing via video
conference.

“Si Zaldy Co, we’re
extending our invitation
kung pupwede siyang mag-
participate via Zoom. Of
course, kung nasa abroad
siya... hindi magiging valid

ang kanyang testimony
unless nandoon siya sa
premises ng Philippine

Embassy doon sa lugar na
kinaroroonan niya (We’re
extending our invitation
to Zaldy Co if he can
participate via Zoom. Of
course, if he is abroad,
his testimony will not be

valid unless he is inside the
premises of a Philippine
embassy in that country),”
Lacson said.

He explained that
Co’s testimony may later

be affirmed through a
Philippine consul.
“If not, pwede

naman siyang mag-testify
and then, pwedeng after the
testimony, ipa-affirm ‘yung
nilalaman ng  kanyang
salaysay sa isang consul
kung nasaan siya naroroon
(If not, he can testify first
and later affirm his statement
before a consul where he is
located),” he added.

Lacson clarified
that he has not personally
communicated with Co, and
that the invitation would

be sent

channels.
The

hearing

through formal

upcoming
follows the
September testimony
of contractors Cezarah
Rowenaand Curlee Discaya,
who identified several
lawmakers, congressional
staff and Department of
Public Works and Highways
officials allegedly involved
in the supposed flood
control anomalies.

Lacson said he
coordinated with Senate
President Vicente Sotto
III to request finance
committee chairperson
Sen. Sherwin Gatchalian to
vacate the Friday schedule
to allow the committee to
proceed. (PNA)

Modern...

jails. Cavite has the highest
PDL population, followed
by Rizal, Laguna, Batangas,

and Quezon.
To address
congestion and improve

living conditions, BJIMP has
initiated the construction
of additional jail facilities

across the region. The
bureau has alsoimplemented
the digitalization of

inmate records to enhance
efficiency, transparency, and

from page 8§

Atienza, part of BJMP’s
modernization plan includes
the acquisition of modern
security technologies such
as body scanners and X-ray
machines, which will help
ensure safety, maintain
order, and prevent the entry
of contraband inside jails.
“We hope to secure
modern tools and equipment
that will strengthen our
operations and improve the
welfare of PDLs. These

personnel and visitors,” he
explained.

The BIMP said its
modernization efforts align
with this year’s National
Correctional Consciousness
Week (NACOCOW)
theme, “Innovative Service,
Strong System, Progressive
Correctional Management,”
underscoring the agency’s

ongoing commitment
to  innovation,  strong
leadership, and humane

correctional practices.

it’s also about providing a
humane environment for
rehabilitation. A modern
jail is one that values both
safety and the dignity of
every person under our
care,” Atienza added.

He also noted that
upgrading facilities and
digital systems supports
BIMP’s broader mission
of  promoting  reform
and preparing PDLs for
reintegration into society as
productive citizens.

building a correctional
system thatis notonly secure
but also compassionate and
forward-looking,” he said.

The BIMP’s call
for modern facilities and
equipment reflects its vision
of a progressive, humane,
and efficient correctional
service—one that ensures
justice, safety, and a
renewed sense of hope for
all PDLs, he added. (CCM/
PIA4A)

accessibility of information. innovations will also make “Modernization is “Through these

According to our facilities safer for our not just about technology— improvements, we are

PBBM... Jrom page § Sierra Madre plays initiatives to protect the threats such as illegal
noting that its vast forest Mardre weakened Super a crucial role in regulating mountain range, including logging,  mining, and
cover serves as a natural Typhoon Uwan into a the country’s climate, the establishment of the large-scale infrastructure
barrier against typhoons typhoon category. preventing floods and Sierra Madre Natural Park development that could
coming from the Pacific Stretching over landslides, and serving as and reforestation projects degrade the region’s forests.

Ocean.

The Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services
Administration said Sierra

500 km. from Cagayan in
the north to Quezon in the
south, the Sierra Madre is
the longest mountain range
in the Philippines.

a habitat for hundreds of
endemic plant and animal
species.

The government

has implemented several

under the National Greening

Program.
However,
environmental groups

continue to warn against

(PNA)

29K...

areas are not identified as
landslide-prone, the agency
alsowarned ofthe possibility
of rain-induced landslides,
particularly in mountain
slopes, riverbanks, creek
mouths, and steep roadside
areas.

Aside from
preemptive evacuation,
the DENR-MGB also
recommended that local
government units (LGUs)
implement emergency

preparedness and response
protocols in areas previously
affected by rain-induced
landslides and flash floods.

from page 8§

The RDRRMC
Calabarzon was placed
on red alert on Nov. 8 to
ensure prompt response
and coordination among
government agencies and
LGUs for the impacts of
Super Typhoon Uwan.

The council is set to
conduct a Rapid Damage

Assessment and  Needs
Analysis (RDANA) to
immediately determine

the extent of damage and
the needs of communities
affected by Super Typhoon
Uwan. (PB/PIA4A)

Photo courtesy of PIA
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DSWD provides relief to Uwan-affected families in Calabarzon

By PIA CALABARZON

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA) — The Department
of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) Field
Office IV-A extended relief
assistance to families and
individuals affected by Super
Typhoon Uwan across the
Calabarzon region.

According to DSWD
IV-A, the agency distributed
a total of P4.25 million worth
of relief assistance, including
family food packs for
evacuated families and ready-
to-eat food packs for stranded
passengers.

As of the latest report,
71,691 families were affected
by the typhoon, with 65,000

individuals temporarily
sheltered in over 2,364
evacuation  centers  across
Calabarzon.

The DSWD IV-A

said it continued to augment
the relief operations of local
government units (LGUs) to
ensure the safety and welfare

of affected residents.

“Patuloy pa ring
sumuporta ang Kagawaran
sa mga lokal na pamahalaan
sa pagtitiyak ng kaligtasan,
pagsusuri ng kalagayan, at

\

Field Office 4 A
CALABARZON

Photo credit: RDBristo

pagbibigay ng  nararapat
na tulong upang higit na
maalalayan ang mga pamilya
matapos ang epekto ng bagyo,”
the agency said in a statement.

The DSWD IV-A

through its Quick Response
Teams (QRT) also prioritized
the mental well-being of
children staying in evacuation
centers.

On Monday,

November 10, the QRT in
Mauban, Quezon conducted
recreational  activities  for
children temporarily housed at
the municipal gymnasium, one
of the designated evacuation
centers managed by the local
government.

According to Ymabhel
Cleo Sikat, a member of the
DSWD Quick Response Team
in Mauban, such activities
helped reduce the children’s
stress and provided comfort
and entertainment while they
waited to return home.

“Mahalaga  po na
matutukan  hindi  lamang
ang pisikal kundi pati ang
emosyonal na kalagayan ng
mga bata, lalo na sa ganitong
panahon ng kalamidad,” Sikat
said.

The DSWD assured
that it would maintain close
coordination with LGUs and
other government agencies to
ensure the continuous delivery
of relief assistance to families
affected by Super Typhoon
Uwan in Calabarzon. (PIA4A)

Cavite...

with Local Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management

Officers (LDRRMOs) and
lead national and provincial
agencies.

Following the

directive of the Department

from page 1

Operations Center (EOC) has
remained on 24/7 standby,
with all response clusters
on full alert status to closely
monitor developments and
coordinate immediate actions
with local government units

(OPSWDO), which distributed
food and non-food items to
affected families in Ternate
and Maragondon.

On November 10,
another round of relief
operations was done, with
the teams distributing aid to

ensuring timely and efficient
delivery of assistance,
emphasizing that the safety
and welfare of Cavitefios
remain the top priority.

The Provincial
Government of Cavite
continues to mobilize its

and Management Officer
(OPDRRMO) remains on
heightened alert for further
monitoring and  response
activities.

Residents are
reminded to remain vigilant
and to follow updates and

of the Interior and Local (LGUs). affected residents in Silang resources and manpower to advisories  from  official
Government (DILG), pre- Relief operations and Naic, and another batch of provide sustained relief and government channels. — E.
emptive evacuations were officially began on November assistance in Ternate. recovery support to affected Reyes (Cavite PIO)
implemented in  high-risk 9, led by the Office of the Governor  Remulla communities. Meanwhile,
areas to ensure the safety of Provincial Social Welfare reaffirmed the provincial the Office of the Provincial
residents. The Emergency and Development Officer government’s commitment to Disaster Risk  Reduction

Lacson:... from page 1 “I hope we can talk so  extradition or surrender, for Police during the Duterte
immunity from arrest when being the fundamental law of I can give him some advice, implementation once officially administration’s  anti-drugs
Congress is in session. That’s the land, will prevail (Well, if not para magtago kundi how received. campaign, which remains
the limitation),” Lacson told it comes to that, we’ll have to to go about facing criminal Dela Rosa served as under ICC investigation.
reporters in an interview. tackle it and it will probably charges... within the bounds chiefofthe Philippine National (PNA)

He said the majority
supports the position of Senate
President Vicente Sotto III
that law enforcement agencies
should exercise courtesy by
refraining from serving an
arrest warrant within Senate
premises.

“Well, if it comes to
that, we’ll have to tackle it and
probably kanya pa ring call
‘yun. But he can’t stay in the
Senate premises forever kasi
something has to give way
din and ‘yung Constitution,

still be his call. But he can’t
stay in the Senate forever
because something has to give
way, and the Constitution will
prevail),” he said.

Lacson clarified that,
as of Tuesday, there has been
no confirmation of an arrest
warrant from ICC.

He said he had tried to
contact Dela Rosa several days
ago to offer moral support as a
former colleague and fellow
police officer, but the call was
not answered.

of the law and rules of the
International Criminal Court (I
hope we can talk so I can give
him some advice, not to hide
but on how to face criminal
charges within the bounds of
the law and ICC rules),” he
added.

The Department
of Justice earlier said the
Philippines would comply

if the ICC issues a warrant
of arrest against Dela Rosa,
adding that the government
is studying options, including

Senator Ronald dela Rosa (PNA photo by Avito Dalan)

Calabarzon...

Eduardo Alvarez III said the
RDANA team is on standby
status and will be deployed
if needed to determine the
extent of damage and identify
the immediate humanitarian
needs of affected populations
for effective response and
recovery operations.

On  Sunday, the

from page 1

extreme effects of Super
Typhoon Uwan were felt in
parts of the region, particularly
the Polillo Group of Islands
(Polillo, Panukulan, Burdeos,
Patnanungan, and Jomalig)
where Signal No. 5 was raised.
Heavy rains and strong winds
were also experienced across
the region.

Coastal  areas in
Quezon, Batangas, and Cavite
were placed under high risk of
life-threatening storm surges,
with peak heights exceeding
three meters. The Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) also
reported rough to very rough
sea conditions, prompting
the temporary suspension
of voyages for all vessels in

Southern Quezon, Northern
Quezon, Batangas, Laguna,
and Rizal.

Initial reports indicate
that a total of 29,387 families
or 95,665 individuals were
preemptively evacuated across
120 local government units
(LGUs) in Calabarzon.

As of'the latest update,
15 roads and 11 bridges in the

region were also affected by

the typhoon.

The RDRRMC
Calabarzon,  through its
response and  recovery
cluster, has committed to

provide necessary assistance
to families and individuals
affected by Super Typhoon
Uwan. (PIA 4A)
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Rocking Bato

POST-WITHDRAWAL, the
government is no longer obligated
to cooperate with the ICC, including
arresting and  surrendering  its
nationals.

Legal experts said the only
way an International Criminal Court
(ICC) arrest warrant can be enforced
against Senator Ronald “Bato” dela
Rosa is through a surrender.

While  the  Supreme
Court’s (SC) rules on extradition
would not apply — requiring a
domestic procedure before Dela
Rosa is handed over — questions
regarding sovereignty, which were
raised during the surrender of former
President Rodrigo Duterte to the
ICC, have resurfaced.

Former SC  Associate
Justice Noel Tijam posed questions
for the government to ponder
regarding the intrusive nature of an
ICC action against a Filipino citizen.

“If there is an ICC warrant
of arrest and the same is enforced, is
it legally enforceable?” he asked.

The Philippines ratified
the Rome Statute in 2011 but took
back its signature in 2018, with
the withdrawal taking effect on 17
March 2019.

Post-withdrawal, the
government is no longer obligated
to cooperate with the ICC, including

arresting and  surrendering its
nationals.

The government has
insisted  that  Duterte’s 2025

arrest was conducted under an
International ~ Criminal ~ Police
Organization (Interpol) warrant and
not the ICC’s. Still, critics argued
it violated Philippine sovereignty
because it did not go through a local
court.

A legal precedent is
provided under a 2021 SC ruling
in Pangilinan v. Cayetano, which
upheld the validity of the country’s
withdrawal from the ICC without
requiring Senate concurrence but
indicated a residual cooperation in
pre-withdrawal proceedings.

The High Court’s decision,
however, qualified that the need
for cooperation is non-binding in
enforcing post-withdrawal warrants.

Another consideration
is the absence of an implementing
legislation that fully incorporates ICC
warrants into local court procedures
for automatic enforcement.

Republic Act 9851
(Crimes Against Humanity Law)
requires surrenders to align with
binding treaties, which the Rome
Statute no longer is.

While an ICC “surrender”

is not extradition, it still needs
domestic enabling mechanisms,
which are absent.

Another issue raised is the
level of respect that the country is
giving up with the political move.

“Will ASEAN neighbors
respect us or disrespect us for
surrendering our sovereignty and
independence?” the ex-magistrate
asked.

Relatedly, he queried,
“Will it entice or discourage more
foreign investments?”’

An economist said
surrendering  another  political
opponent would escalate tensions
between the Marcos administration
and Duterte loyalists, thereby
amplifying the risk of instability.

Political strife has been
cited by analysts as a core barrier
to foreign direct investments (FDI),
rating the Philippines among the
lowest in Southeast Asia for stability.

While the government
and anti-Duterte critics argued that
complying with the ICC orders
builds confidence by bolstering
rule-of-law credentials, independent
sources believe that discouragement
through amplified instability would
result if enforcement sparks mass
protests or legal battles in the runup
to the 2028 presidential elections.

Economists indicated that
recent moves towards liberalization,
such as the 99-year land lease
and reduced foreign ownership
restrictions, continue to drive FDI
growth, but political risks remain the
“missing link.”

If the warrant is confirmed
and enforced smoothly without
major unrest, any discouragement
would likely be  short-lived,
according to a political pundit.

At the very least, Dela
Rosa’s arrest could prompt the
Supreme Court to issue a landmark
ruling on residual cooperation after
the country’s withdrawal from a
treaty.

Ultimately, the effect
of another “surrender” would
be a diminution of self-respect,
particularly affecting the judiciary,
which is notorious globally for being
snail-paced.

Those in the administration
should also be wary of the intent of
those who side with international
bodies in applying domestic justice.

These pro-ICC  groups
are destabilizers in disguise since,
all things considered, they intend
to prove the existence of weak
institutions. (DT)
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Ibagsak ang Laosismo!

NOONG kakaaresto pa lang
nina Benito Tiamzon at Wilma
Austria-Tiamzon, mga lider
ng Communist Party of the
Philippines, madali nang hulaan
na may mga magsasabing lipas
o irrelevant na ang Kaliwa sa
bansa. Katulad ng pagsikat
at paglubog ng araw at ng
ekspresyong “Boom panes!”
sa mga post at komento ng
ilang kabataan, siguro’y batas
na ng kalikasan na kapag may
nangyaring masama sa Kaliwa
ay may magsasabing laos
na ito. Hindi mabibigo ang
prediksyong may magsasabi ng
ganito dahil tiyak na gagawin ng
militar at ng rehimen, at ginawa
nga nitong huli, nang pilit
nagpapakita ng kumpyansa.

At ginawa rin ito
ngayon ng mga taong ang
pakilala sa sarili ay intelektwal
o palaisip. Sinabi iyan ng isang
dating kadre ng Kaliwa na
ipinagyayabang ang paglaban
sa diktadurang US-Marcos
pero naging himod-tumbong sa
rehimeng US-Arroyo. Ng isang
intrigerong sa sobrang galit sa
Kaliwa ay handang magsabing
kumakain ang mga lider nito ng
mga puso ng mga birhen kung
may makikitang kahit katiting
na ebidensya. At ng isang
sosyal-demokrata na pakitang-
taong sumisimpatya sa Kaliwa
pero hindi ito mabanggit nang
walang reserbasyon, kaiba sa
todong pagsamba sa rehimeng
US-Aquino.

Kapansin-pansin
ang katahimikan ng mga
Rejectionist, pangunahin ng
Akbayan, o ng mga pinatalsik
o bumaklas sa Kaliwa dahil sa
pagkakaiba sa mga batayang
prinsipyo.  Maipagpapalagay
sigurong  halos  magpiging
sila sa galak sa nangyari sa
mga Tiamzon, hindi lang nila
maipahayag ang kaligayahan
dahil lalong malalantad na
kontra-Kaliwa sila, taliwas sa
gusto nilang imahen sa bansa
at labas nito. Tiyak, masaya
sila na ang kasama o comrade

nila ngayon ay si Benigno,
hindi si Benito. Kung tutuusin,
mga lider nila ang nanguna
sa pagpapalutang sa pangalan

ng mga Tiamzon, halos
pagsusuplong.
Anu’t anuman,

maramingebidensyangpwedeng
hilahin para patunayang hindi
pa lipas ang Kaliwa — ang
paglakas nito simula nang
maitatag, ang mga tagumpay
nito sa iba’t ibang larangan ng
pakikibaka, ang pagpwersa
nito sa mga naghaharing uri
na kilalanin ito at magpatupad
ng mga reporma, at iba pa.
Mahalaga ang mga ebidensyang
ito, pero mas mahalagang
tumbukin ang pinag-ugatan
nila. Bakit nga ba hindi pa lipas
ang Kaliwa? Bakit nga ba sa
halip na mamatay nang kusa ay
patuloy itong nabubuhay, kung
hindi man lumalakas, gaya ng
pinapatunayan mismo ng mga
deklarasyong lipas na ito?

Kakatwa na kasabay
ng pagsasabing laos na ang
Kaliwa ay idinedeklarang
buhay na buhay ang rehimeng
US-Aquino. Katulad din
marahil ng pagsasabing laos na
ang Marxismo at nagtagumpay
ang kapitalismo. Ang una sa
pahayag ay iniluluwal lang ng
ikalawa: Ang Marxismo ay
kritika ng kapitalismo, kaya’t
habang buhay ang kapitalismo,
mananatili itong buhay, at
patuloy na ituturo at tuturuan
ang mga tagahukay ng libingan
ng naturang sistema at ang
Kilusan nila. Ang mga kampeon
ng “Laosismo” ang siyang tunay
na panatiko, naniniwala sa
doktrinang labag sa ipinapakita
ng reyalidad.

Sa mga salitang sosyo-
ekonomiko, nagpapatuloy
ang armadong pag-aalsa sa
Pilipinas na pinapamunuan ng
Kaliwa dahil sa sumasahol na
kawalang-trabaho, kawalang-
lupa, karalitaan at kagutuman.
Ang mga ito ang dahilan kung
bakit nananatiling buhay, hindi
laos at lalong ‘“hindi matalu-

talo,” sa mga salita nga ni
Austria-Tiamzon, ang Kaliwa.
Hindi kinakailangang maging
maka-Kaliwa o may simpatya sa
Kaliwa para masabi ito. Malapit
sa katotohanan kahit ang mga
propagandista ng mga naghahari
kapag sinasabi nilang kahirapan
ang siyang nagluluwal ng
armadong paglaban at ng
Kaliwa sa kabuuan.

Kaya mahirap
respetuhin ang mga nagsasabing
laos o lipas na ang Kaliwa dahil
sa pagkahuli ng mga Tiamzon
— na syempre’y sinasamantala
nila para ilitanya ang mga
kahinaan at kasalanan, tunay
man o inimbento, ng Kaliwa.
Ni wala silang intelektwal na
integridad para iturol sa rehimen
o0 sistema ang sisi sa patuloy na
pag-iral at paglakas ng Kaliwa.
Hindi reporma o pagbabagong
panlipunan ang pangunahin sa
isip nila, kundi ang pag-upak
sa Kaliwa, kung hindi man ang
pagtatanggol sa naghaharing
rehimen at sistema. Diyan
nagmumula ang pagbaluktot
nila ng lohika at maingay nilang
ngawa.

Ang  napakasamang
lagay ng nakakarami sa bansa
ang dahilan kung bakit hindi
laos, bagkus lumalakas, ang
Kaliwa.  Sa  katotohanang
iyan nagmumula ang iba’t
ibang tagumpay ng Kaliwa
sa maraming larangan.
Mahalagang  banggitin  ang
naturang mga tagumpay, pero
mas madaling isara ang debate
sa publiko at mas malakas
magpaalab ng pagkilos sa
mga progresibo ang lagay ng
nakakarami. Mas masaya ring
tumanaw ng mas marami at
mas malalaking tagumpay
na kakamtin sa hinaharap.
Nagkakamali ang mga kampeon

ng Laosismo: ginagawa
nilang mas kaakit-akit ang
pagbabagsak sa kanila!

12 Abril 2014
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DBM approves release of
P1.684-B calamity fund

for DA, DSWD, PCG

(Photo courtesy of DBM)

By Jimmyley Guzman

QUEZON CITY (PIA) -
The Department of Budget
and Management (DBM)
has approved the release of

FOCUS
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TOWN in FOCUS TOWN in FOCUS TOWN in FOCUS

P1.684 billion to replenish
the Quick Response Funds
(QRF) of the Department
of  Agriculture (DA),
Department  of  Social
Welfare and Development

(DSWD), and the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG).

The move follows
President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr.’s directive to
fast-track recovery and

CAVITEVIE

Army, Coast Guard
augment disaster response
efforts in Calabarzon

Photo courtesy of 2nd Infantry “Jungle Fighter” Division, Philippine Army

By PIA CALABARZON

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA) — The Philippine
Army and the Philippine
Coast Guard in Calabarzon
joined forces with national
and local government units
to provide critical assis-
tance during the onslaught

of Super Typhoon Uwan on
Sunday, November 9.

As members of the
Regional Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Management
Council (RDRRMC) Cala-
barzon, Army and Coast
Guard personnel were de-
ployed across the region to
support rescue and relief

operations.

The Philippine
Army aided preemptive
evacuation efforts in several
parts of Calabarzon, partic-
ularly in Quezon Province
and nearby coastal towns,
in coordination with local
disaster response teams.

In Quezon, troops

rehabilitation in areas hit by
recent calamities across the
country.

“Malaki ang damage
ng mga bagyo at sakuna
sa ating agrikultura, at ang
numero uno pong biktima
n’yan ay ‘yung ating mga
magsasaka at mangingisda,”
said DBM Secretary
Amenah F. Pangandaman.

(Typhoons and
disasters  have  caused
significant damage to our
agriculture, and the number
one victim of that is our
farmers and fisherfolk.)

According to DBM,
of the total amount, Pl
billion has been released
to the DA to strengthen its
recovery and rehabilitation
programs in regions affected
by African Swine Fever and
recent tropical cyclones.

Likewise, the fund
will serve as a stand-by
resource for agricultural
recovery efforts on the
effects of Super Typhoon
Uwan.

According to DBM
under the Special Provision
of the FY 2025 General
Appropriations Act, the DA
will use the QRF for projects
such as the distribution of
inputs for crops, livestock,
poultry, and fisheries; the
repair of production and
post-production facilities;
and the provision of cash
aid or equipment to affected
farmers and fishers.

Meanwhile,
P631.023 million was given
to the DSWD to increase
their 2025 QRF.

This fund will be
used to purchase Family

Food Packs and Non-Food
Items, store relief goods,
and provide emergency
cash transfers to 58,962
families affected by the
earthquake and typhoon in
various provinces.

It will also cover
warehouse rentals,
administrative costs, and
stand-by funds for DSWD
regional offices.

Pangandaman
also explained that the
replenishment of the QRF
for the DSWD will ensure
that those that will be
affected by the calamity will
continue to receive financial
assistance, relief goods, and
livelihoods.

“Ang pakiusap po
natin sa DSWD, agad din
po sana ‘yang makarating sa
mga kababayang nasalanta
para makabalik sa normal

ang kanilang pamumuhay,”
she added.

Aside from the
P631.023 million, the DBM
has previously released
P1.982 billion in October
for the DSWD’s QRF
replenishment.

The DBM also

released P53.007 million for
the Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) to support their
relief, rehabilitation, and
search and rescue operations
during calamities.
Pangandaman noted
that in times of disaster, the
Philippine Coast Guard is
always ready to save lives.
“During these times,
mas kailangan nila ng ating
tulong at suporta,” she
added. (JEG/PIA-NCR)

from the 80th Infantry Bat-
talion (80IB) assisted in
evacuating residents of Ba-
rangay Umiray, General
Nakar, transporting families
to safe evacuation centers.
“Ang inyong kasun-
daluhan ng 85IB ay nanana-
tiling nakahanda at patuloy
na nakikiisa sa mga inisyati-
bang naglalayong makapag-
bigay ng agarang tulong at
suporta sa mga mamama-
yan sa panahon ng sakuna,”
the unit said in a statement.
Meanwhile, the
Philippine Coast Guard
District Southern Tagalog,
through its sub-stations
across Calabarzon, aug-
mented the efforts of local
government units in disaster
preparedness and response.
Coast Guard person-
nel were mobilized to assist
in preemptive evacuation,

rescue, and relief opera-
tions, particularly in coastal
and island municipalities
heavily affected by strong
winds and storm surges.
They also ensured the sus-
pension of sea travel for
public safety.

The provinces of
Calabarzon were placed un-
der Tropical Cyclone Wind
Signals No. 3 to 5 due to Su-
per Typhoon Uwan, which
brought torrential rains,
strong winds, storm surges,
and widespread flooding in
some areas.

Prior to the ty-
phoon’s  landfall,  the
RDRRMC Calabarzon had
already directed local gov-
ernment units to implement
preemptive evacuations in
high-risk and coastal areas
to ensure the safety of resi-
dents. (PIA4A)
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Republic of the Philippines

Fourth Judicial Region

Regional Trial Court

Branch 120

Imus City, Cavite

E-mail Address: rtc1limu120@judiciary.gov.ph
Cellphone No.: 09692172848

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE JUDGE

NP Case No. 00419-25

IN RE: PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT
AND COMMISSION AS NOTARY
PUBLIC FOR AND IN THE CITIES
AND PROVINCE OF CAVITE

VANESSA L. GALINDO,
Petitioner.
X

NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to Section 5, Rule Il of A.M. No. 02-8-13-SC
effective August 1, 2004 (2004 Rules on Notarial Practice),
notice is hereby given that a summary hearing on the
petition for notarial commission of ATTY. VANESSA L.
GALINDO shall be held on December 11, 2025 at 8:30
a.m. at Branch 120, Imus City, Cavite. Any person who has
any cause or reason to object to the grant of the petition
may file a verified written opposition thereto, received by
the undersigned before the date of the hearing.

Atty. Galindo is directed to publish this notice of hearing
once in a newspaper of general circulation in Imus City
or Province of Cavite, as may be chosen by raffle. The
Clerk of Court, Office of the Clerk of Court, Regional Trial
Court, Imus City, Cavite is directed to post this notice in a
conspicuous place in the offices of the Executive Judge
and the Clerk of Court. The cost of the publication and
posting, which shall be complied with at least one (1)
month prior to the hearing, shall be borne by Atty. Galindo.

SO ORDERED.
October 28, 2025, Imus City, Cavite.

EMMANUEL S. OCSING
Executive Judge

Copy Furnished:

Atty. Vanessa L. Galindo — 120 J.R. Mendoza St., Tabing
Bakod, Santa Maria, Bulacan / Gialogo & Associates, Unit
102B, Lokal Mall, Centennial Road, Magdalo Potol, Kawit,
Cavite

Ang Cavitefio Newsweekly
November 10, 2025

PGC Brings
Health Services to
BJMP Dasmarinas

IN its continued effort to promote accessible
healthcare for all sectors, the Provincial Government
of Cavite, through the Office of the Provincial
Health Officer (OPHO), conducted a Medical
and Dental Mission on November 4, 2025, at the
Bureau of Jail Management and Penology (BJMP)
Dasmarifias, benefiting more than 600 persons
deprived of liberty (PDLs).

Various health services were offered during
the health activity, including electrocardiogram
(ECG), X-ray, medical and dental consultations,
and tooth extractions, all rendered by the OPHO
medical and dental team.

The initiative reflects the provincial
government’s commitment to ensuring that quality
health services reach every Cavitefio, including
those in correctional facilities, by addressing their
medical and dental needs and promoting overall
well-being.

The success of the activity underscores
the importance of collaboration and compassion
in upholding the province’s mission of delivering
inclusive public health care. ---JDP (Cavite PIO)

Comelec to look into
Marcoleta’s SOCE

By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA — The Commission on Elections (Comelec)
will look into the Statement of Contribution and
Expenditures (SOCE) of Senator Rodante Macoleta
amid the concern raised by an election watchdog
group.

“Everything must be declared,” Comelec
Chairperson George Garcia said in a message to the
Philippine News Agency on Tuesday when asked if
an anonymous donor should have been declared.

On the other hand, Danilo Arao, convenor of
the group Kontra Daya, said Marcoleta’s explanation
on not declaring campaign donors raises more
questions than answers.

Marcoleta had reportedly refused to name
names and identified possible donors as “anonymous.”

“He claims not to violate any laws, but he
should remember that filling out official documents
should be truthful. Part V (Certification and Consent),
where candidates sign the SOCE form contains these
words: ‘I hereby certify that I personally prepared
this document and know the full contents; and
that all information contained herein are true and
correct.” Declaring zero contributions is neither true
nor correct,” Arao said in a statement.

“To say that his ’friends’ prefer to remain
anonymous is just a convenient excuse not to be
transparent. As a lawyer, he should know better. As an
elected senator, he should know what accountability
means. Right now, it is proper for the likes of him to
be investigated and to be penalized for what he has
done.”

He said both the Comelec and the Senate
should look into the matter.

“The poll body should take this seriously as
the SOCE form appears to have not been truthfully
filled out, based on Marcoleta’s own statement,”
Arao said.

Asked if they would file a case, he said,
“Kontra Daya will consider all options.”

Marcoleta explained that his campaign
contributors requested that they remain anonymous.

He also dared his critics to show him what
law he supposedly violated. (PNA)

110 OFWs in Singapore
get help from DA to
become ’agripreneurs’

By Stephanie Sevillano

MANILA — Over 100 overseas Filipino workers
(OFW) in Singapore recently received support from
the Department of Agriculture (DA) in venturing
into agriculture entrepreneurship.

In a statement Tuesday, the DA said at
least 110 OFWs and Filipino community leaders
were introduced to profitable opportunities in both
livestock and poultry industries during the "Usapang
Agribiz: Forum on Agribusiness Opportunities in
Philippine Livestock and Poultry.”

During the forum, held at the AIA Alexandra
on Sunday (Nov. 9, 2025), the DA discussed current
government support mechanisms as well as practical
tools, success models and government programs
designed to turn the OFWs’ savings into sustainable
agribusiness ventures.

Young “agripreneurs” like Young Farmers
Challenge (YFC)awardees Leon Vincent Paraguya of
Wagling Cattle Enterprise and Kristin Angela Yap of
Le Reinvente also shared their firsthand experiences
in coming up with their respective businesses during
the forum.

The event was part of the ongoing partnership
between the DA and the Department of Migrant
Workers under a memorandum of understanding
signed on June 4 last year.

PBBM names new
BIR chief

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA — President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has
appointed Finance Undersecretary Charlito Martin
Mendoza as the new commissioner of the Bureau of
Internal Revenue (BIR).

Presidential Communications Office Acting
Secretary Dave Gomez on Wednesday confirmed
Mendoza’s latest appointment.

Mendoza replaced BIR chief Romeo
Lumagui Jr., who served the agency for three years.

Gomez did not disclose the reason for
Lumagui’s exit.

Before his new role, Mendoza served as
undersecretary for the Revenue Operations Group
(ROG) of the Department of Finance, where he
oversaw the operations of BIR and the Bureau of
Customs (BOC) to help the government meet its
annual revenue collection targets.

From July 2019 to Oct. 2022, Mendoza also
worked as district collector for the BOC Port of Cebu,
where he led the port to achieve record-breaking
revenue collection and significant border protection
milestones.

Under his leadership, the Port of Cebu
became the first customs collection district to have its
main port and all subports ISO 9001:2015 certified.

Before joining the government, Mendoza
had a thriving legal career, working as a founding
partner of the Palafox Patriarca Romero and
Mendoza Law Firm and an associate lawyer at the
Angara Abello Concepcion Regala and Cruz Law
Offices (ACCRALAW) and the Suarez and Narvasa
Law Firm.

He also served as a law professor and a Pre-
Bar and Mandatory Continuing Legal Education
lecturer.

Mendoza placed third in the 2004 Philippine
Bar Exam after earning his Bachelor of Laws degree
from San Beda University.

He is also a licensed Geodetic Engineer,
having earned a degree in Geodetic Engineering
from the University of the Philippines. (PNA)

New Bureau of Internal Revenue Commissioner Charlito Martin
Mendoza (Photo from DOF Facebook)

Agribusiness and Marketing Assistance
Service, which is under the DA and the organizer
of the forum, vowed to provide more mentorship,
technical guidance and market linkages to the
participating OF Ws.

To date, more than 440,000 Filipinos are
working in Singapore. (PNA)



Nobyembre 10-16, 2025

ADVERTISEMENT

DSWD strengthens
programs, services to
protect Kids vs. violence

(PNA file photo by Joan Bondoc)

MANILA — The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) has
reaffirmed its commitment to strengthening child protection efforts during the
Regional Meeting of Pathfinding Countries on Ending Violence Against Children
(EVACQ) in the Asia-Pacific.

The DSWD represented the Philippine government at the regional
meeting held at the Manila Hotel on Wednesday.

Speaking on behalf of DSWD Secretary Rex Gatchalian, Undersecretary
Adonis Sulit of the Policy and Plans Group, discussed the DSWD’s initiatives
to protect children from all forms of violence, according to a news release on
Thursday.

A key initiative highlighted was the development of a 10-hectare
agricultural rehabilitation camp for children in conflict with the law (CICL).

”In addition to our programs and services, we aim to intensify our
rehabilitation and reintegration programs for children in conflict with the law,”
Sulit said.

”The facility will serve as a forward-looking rehabilitation and learning
hub, where children in conflict with the law can acquire livelihood skills and
rebuild their futures in a nurturing and restorative environment, thereby
preventing the cycle of violence.”

The facility will be established in partnership with the Juvenile Justice
and Welfare Council, the Bureau of Corrections, and the Department of Justice.

Gatchalian’s message emphasized the DSWD’s ongoing initiatives,
particularly the Recovery and Reintegration Program for Trafficked Persons.

The program offers support to victim-survivors of human trafficking,
guiding them through the stages of rescue and recovery and helping them
reintegrate into their families and communities.

To combat child labor, Sulit said the DSWD continues to implement
the Strategic Helpdesks for Information, Education, Livelihood, and other
Developmental Interventions (SHIELD) Against Child Labor Program.

Since 2021, the program has assisted more than 12,000 minors.

Additionally, to address issues faced by families, children and individuals
in street situations, the DSWD launched the Pag-Abot Program.

Since its rollout in 2023, the program has reached out to nearly 1,200
children living on the streets.

Recognizing that poverty and malnutrition increase children’s
vulnerability to abuse, the DSWD continues to enhance its social protection
initiatives, including the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps) and the
Supplementary Feeding Program.

These programs are designed to strengthen family welfare and mitigate
socioeconomic conditions that place children at risk.

”With the 4Ps and the Supplementary Feeding Program, we are
addressing not only the abuse that children experience, but also the social and
economic conditions that render them vulnerable in the first place,” Sulit said.

The DSWD has also enhanced its efforts to combat online sexual abuse
and exploitation of children (OSAEC), as well as the proliferation of child sexual
abuse and exploitation material (CSAEM).

The initiative is being carried out in partnership with local government
units and private sector partners, including Meta Philippines.

The goal is to prevent the online sale and exploitation of children, which
often occurs under the guise of adoption.

”The Philippines is fully committed to the Pathfinding Global Alliance’s
call for transformative cross-sectoral action. We are ready to share what works
for us and are eager to learn from your experiences and best practices. Through
this collaboration, we can innovate and turn our advocacies into tangible and
measurable impact,” Sulit said. (PNA)

Loan moratorium
for typhoon-aftected
workers, MSMESs sought

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA — Senator Imee Marcos on Tuesday appealed to government agencies
and lending institutions to grant at least a one-month payment moratorium
to employees, farmers, fisherfolk, cooperatives, private-sector workers, and
micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) affected by recent typhoons.

Marcos said the measure would provide temporary relief to those
who lost their livelihoods following the devastation caused by Super Typhoon
Uwan (international name Fung-wong) and Typhoon Tino (international name
Kalmaegi).

The senator’s appeal follows the Government Service Insurance
System’s (GSIS) recent announcement of a three-month grace period on
emergency loan payments for government employees and pensioners in affected
areas.

“Hindi lang mga empleyado ng gobyerno ang nasalanta, kailangan
tulungan din natin ang lahat ng manggagawa at maliliit na negosyante dahil
sa oras ng sakuna sila ang unang nawawalan ng kita (It’s not only government
employees who were affected; we must also help private workers and small
entrepreneurs because they are the first to lose income during disasters),”
Marcos said.

She urged other institutions, including the Social Security System,
Pag-IBIG Fund, Small Business Corp., and the Department of Agriculture, to
offer similar payment holidays.

“‘Wag na muna nating kaltasan at ibigay nang buo ang kanilang
sahod upang makahinga at makaahon sila sa pinsala ng bagyo (Let’s not make
deductions this time and allow workers to receive their full pay so they can
recover from the typhoon’s impact),” she added.

Marcos also criticized what she described as the government’s failed
flood-control projects that worsened the effects of flooding.

“Hindi lang sila biktima ng bagyo, biktima rin sila ng palpak na flood
control project ng gobyerno. Kahit ngayon man lang, huwag natin silang biguin
at tulungan silang makabangon (They are not only victims of the typhoon but
also of the government’s flawed flood control projects. Let’s not fail them again.
Help them recover this time),” she said.

With Christmas just a month away, Marcos appealed to authorities
to ensure that affected families would not spend the holidays empty-handed,
urging immediate action to help them recover from the recent disasters. (PNA)

SC affirms law moving
BSKE to November 2026

By Benjamin Pulta

MANILA - The Supreme Court (SC) en banc on Tuesday upheld the
constitutionality of Republic Act 12232, which sets the term of office of barangay
officials and members of the Sangguniang Kabataan to four years.

In a decision written by Associate Justice Jhosep Lopez, the high
court denied the consolidated petitions questioning the constitutionality of the
law that rescheduled the Dec. 1, 2025 barangay and Sangguniang Kabataaan
Elections (BSKE) to November 2026 and every four years thereafter.

In upholding the law, the SC ruled that the Constitution grants Congress
the authority to set the term duration of barangay officials.

“These officials are not bound by the general three-year term limit that
applies to other elective local officials. This legislative power is not merely
permissive; it makes Congress the sole body empowered to define the term of
office of barangay officials,” the SC said.

“Further, under the doctrine of necessary implication, this authority to
define the term of office of barangay officials necessarily includes the power to
decide when the new term begins, provided that the period is reasonable and not
unduly long from the law’s enactment,” it added.

The SC clarified that RA 12232 is fundamentally a term-setting law for
BSK officials, establishing a four-year term and prohibiting consecutive terms
for the Sangguniang Kabataan officials.

“It is not a law postponing elections; the rescheduling of the elections is
merely incidental,” it said.

The SC also ruled that the law does not violate the public’s right to vote,
as “it neither abolishes nor indefinitely suspends” the BSK elections.

“It simply changes the interval from three to four years and that elections
remain regular, periodic, and certain,” it said.

The SC also held that the RA 12232 is not discriminatory.

“A law treating barangay officials differently does not amount to
undue favor or discrimination when such treatment is expressly allowed by the
Constitution.” (PNA)
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Modern jail facilities in Calabarzon eyed
to ensure humane servwes for PDL:s

By Cecile Maloles

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PTA) — The Bureau of Jail
Management and Penology
(BJMP) Region IV-A is
hopeful for a continuous
modernization  of  jail
facilities and the acquisition
of advanced equipment
to further improve the
management, security, and
rehabilitation of Persons
Deprived of Liberty (PDLs)

across CALABARZON.
Romnick L.
Atienza, Jail Chief

Inspector of the Regional
Welfare and Development
Division, BIJMP IV-A,
said in a recent interview

on the Sulong Southern
Tagalog radio program that
modernization plays a vital
role in ensuring that jails
are not only secure but also
humane and conducive to
the rehabilitation of PDLs.

“We are gradually
standardizing the design of
our jail facilities. It may not
happen all at once, but we
are making steady progress
to meet modern correctional
standards,” Atienza said.

As of November
2025, BJMP Region IV-A
manages 19,238 PDLs—
17,483 males and 1,755
females—across  various
city, district, and municipal

Continued on page 2...

29K families
in Calabarzon
preemptively

evacuated ahead of

Uwan’s onslaught

By Patricia Bermudez

CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna (PIA) — A total
of 29,387 families or
95,665 individuals from
120 towns and cities
across Calabarzon were
preemptively evacuated
as part of preparedness
measures ahead of Super
Typhoon Uwan’s impact on
Saturday, November 8.

The evacuation was
carried out in compliance
with the directive of the
Calabarzon Regional
Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Council
(RDRRMC) to conduct
preemptive evacuations
in areas at high risk of
flooding, landslides, and
storm surges to ensure the

safety of residents.

Based on data
from the Department of
Environment and Natural

Resources—Mines and
Geosciences Bureau
(DENR-MGB), there
are 3,260  flood-prone

barangays in 141 towns and
cities across the region.
According to Bianca
Pabas, a geologist from
DENR-MGB, out of this
number, 1,008 barangays
in 40 towns and cities are
located in Quezon Province,
852 barangays in 34 towns
and cities in Batangas, 706
barangays in 23 towns in
Cavite, 506 barangays in
Laguna, and 188 barangays
in 14 towns in Rizal.
Although some
Continued on page 2...
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PBBM sees Sierra Madre’s
importance during typhoons

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA -  President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has
recognized the vital role of
the Sierra Madre mountain
range in shielding Luzon
from powerful typhoons,
Malacanang said Tuesday.
In a press briefing,
Palace Press Officer Claire
Castro responded to calls
from environmental groups
urging stronger protection
for the Sierra Madre and
other ~mountain ranges
following their role in

mitigating the impact of
Super Typhoon  Uwan
(international name Fung-
wong) on Sunday.

“Nakita po ng
Pangulo ang kagandahan
po na naidulot ng Sierra
Madre. Noon pa naman po,
maganda po ang naidudulot
ng Sierra Madre at lubhang
nakatulong po ito nang
tayo’y bayuhin ng Bagyong
Uwan (The President has
seen the great benefits
brought by the Sierra
Madre. It has long provided
protection, and it greatly

helped when Typhoon
Uwan struck),” Castro said.
“At  tingnan  po
natin kung anong magiging
pronouncement po  ng
ating Pangulo patungkol
po sa pagprotekta sa Sierra
Madre. Hintayin na lamang
po natin (Let us wait for the
President’s pronouncement
on calls to protect the Sierra
Madre).”
Environmental
advocates  have  long
called the Sierra Madre
the “backbone of Luzon,”
Continued on page 2...

MOTHER OF MOUNTAINS. The Sierra Madre mountain range, all of 6,283 feet and stretching over 540 km., is photographed from
Casili River in Barangay Pintong Bukawe, San Mateo, Rizal on Monday (Nov. 10, 2025). Malacaiiang on Tuesday (Nov. 11) said
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has recognized the vital role of the Sierra Madre mountain range in shielding Luzon from powerful
typhoons. (PNA photo by Joan Bondoc)



