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Marcos: Cavite ‘solar rooftop village’ 
a model for clean energy shift

CLEANER POWER. Rooftops across the Pasinayan Homes Prime Central (PHPC), in Naic, Cavite, gleam with solar panels, marking a shift toward cleaner, self-sustaining power. The project, inspected by President 
Ferdinand. R. Marcos Jr. on Tuesday (Nov. 25, 2025) aims to cut electricity costs while pushing households to embrace renewable energy. (RTVM screengrab)

Over 6K passengers stranded 
in PH ports due to Verbena
By Raymond Carl Dela Cruz

MANILA – Over 6,000 persons 
are stranded in different ports 
nationwide due to the effects 
of Tropical Depression (TD) 
Verbena.
	 In a radio interview 
over Radyo Pilipinas on 
Tuesday, Philippine Coast 
Guard (PCG) spokesperson, 
Capt. Noemie Cayabyab, said 
the largest number of stranded 
passengers is currently located 
in the Southern Tagalog Continued on page 3...

Region, particularly in 
Batangas Port.
	 He assured that these 
passengers will be provided 
with the necessities through 
the help of local government 
units (LGU), the Philippine 
Ports Authority (PPA), and 
shipping companies.
	 To date, the PCG is 
on heightened alert and is 
coordinating with different 
government agencies, such 
as the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development 

(DSWD), for the distribution 
of relief goods and the 
monitoring of coastal 
barangays for pre-emptive 
evacuation.
	 “Nagsimula tayo 
ng pre-emptive evacuations 
simula kahapon, sa mga 
barangay sa Isabela, Negros 
Occidental. Kasama rin po 
diyan sa may Mandaue, 
Cebu (We began pre-emptive 
evacuations yesterday 
(Monday), in barangays in 

transition,” Marcos said.
	 The facility taps the 
rooftops of 1,986 households, 
each carrying six solar panels.
	 Marcos said this 

Continued on page 3...

Group through Jin Navitas 
Solaris Inc. (SOLARIS) and 
Raemulan Lands Inc.
	 “This initiative lights 
up homes and the path forward 
to the country’s energy 

Ong, Roque cannot run from 
accountability – Hontiveros

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA – Senator Risa 
Hontiveros on Tuesday 
said the cancellation of the 
passports of Cassandra Li 
Ong and former presidential 
spokesperson Harry Roque 
is justified, noting both 
are facing serious human 
trafficking charges and 
should not be allowed to 
evade the law.
	 “Dapat lang na 
kinansela ang pasaporte nila 
lalo pa na tila tinatakasan 
nila ang batas (It is only right 
that their passports were 
canceled, especially since 
they appear to be evading 
the law),” Hontiveros said 
in a statement.
	 She expressed 
confidence that both 
individuals will eventually 
be brought back to the 
country.
	 “Hindi nila 
habambuhay matatakbuhan 

ang kanilang pananagutan 
(They cannot run forever 
from their accountabilities),” 
she said.
	 Hontiveros also 
urged authorities not to stop 
with Ong and Roque, saying 
criminal syndicates behind 
POGO (Philippine Offshore 
Gaming Operators) scam 
hubs must likewise be held 
accountable.
	 “The conviction of 
Alice Guo is not the end of 
the story. Hindi lang siya 
ang mananagot — dapat 
lahat na sangkot (She is 
not the only one who must 
be held accountable — 
everyone involved must 
face justice),” she added.
	 The senator vowed 
continued vigilance to 
ensure that all individuals 
and groups linked to 
trafficking and POGO-
related criminal operations 
are prosecuted. (PNA)

DICT ‘Oplan Paskong Sigurado’ 
promotes safe holidays online
By Raymond Carl Dela Cruz

MANILA – The Department 
of Information and 
Communications Technology 
(DICT) on Monday launched 
the “Oplan Paskong Sigurado” 
(OPS) that seeks to safeguard 
online platforms during the 

holidays.
	 DICT Secretary Henry 
Aguda said the program is in 
tandem with the improved 
“OPLAN CyberDome” 
(OCD) to help secure online 
shopping platforms, e-wallet 
use and remittances that are 
often targeted by scammers.

	 “Habang lumalaki 
ang digital activity ng ating 
mga kababayan, kailangan din 
lumakas ang proteksiyon ng 
gobyerno. Ang mga hakbang 
na ito ay ginawa para bantayan 
ang publiko at bigyan sila 
ng kumpiyansa na gumamit 

Continued on page 3...

	 Marcos inspected the 
6.55-megawatt peak (MWp) 
Ning*Ning Solar Rooftop 
Power Facility in Pasinayan 
Homes Prime Central (PHPC), 
developed by the Joy~Nostalg 

scale solar rooftop project built 
within a socialized housing 
community in the province of 
Cavite, calling it a benchmark 
for the Philippines’ accelerated 
transition to renewable energy.

By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA – President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on 
Tuesday praised the country’s 
first grid-connected, utility-



the information they need 
to ensure that children’s 
rights and needs are fully 
integrated into climate action 
by providing evidence-based 
insights,” she said.
	 Meanwhile, Climate 
Change Commission (CCC) 
Vice Chairperson and 
Executive Director Robert 
EA Borje emphasized the 
importance of balancing 
mitigation and adaptation 
efforts, especially for 

developing countries like the 
Philippines.
	 He added the need for 
more climate finance to reach 
social sectors at the local level.
	 The CLAC shows that 
31.4 percent of children live 
in multidimensional poverty, 
making them more exposed 
to the impacts of extreme 
weather, food insecurity, 
malnutrition, unsafe water, 
and disrupted schooling.
	 “By 2050, nearly all 

from page 8DENR,... children will experience at 
least five annual heatwaves, 
raising the likelihood of 
heatstroke, dehydration, and 
preterm births. More typhoons 
and shifting rainfall will 
also increase outbreaks of 
diseases, such as dengue and 
malaria. Up to 98 per cent 
of agricultural losses from 
climate shocks have cut food 
supplies, leading families to 
rely on unhealthy, processed 
foods and increasing both 
hunger and malnutrition,” 

UNICEF Representative to 
the Philippines, Kyungsun 
Kim, said as she presented the 
report.
	 The DENR and the 
CCC are using these findings 
to localize the NAP and 
help local government units 
strengthen resilience planning 
and access climate finance.
	 Borje noted that 
only 2.4 percent of climate 
spending currently supports 
child-responsive projects, 
which, he said, must be 

urgently addressed.
	 Kim called the climate 
crisis “a child rights crisis,” 
urging greater investments 
in climate-resilient health, 
education, nutrition, and 
protection services.
	 She also stressed the 
need for better data, stronger 
inter-agency collaboration, 
and meaningful participation 
of children and youth in 
climate decisions. (PNA)

the people to use this portal 
para masubaybayan ‘yung 
mga proyekto n’yo on the 
ground, yung proyekto dyan 
sa komunidad nyo. At mag-
report. Kung tingin nyo 
talagang may katiwilian sa 
mga proyekto na yun, gamitin 
natin itong portal na ito para 
mag-report. ‘Yun ang purpose 
ng transparency (so they can 
monitor the projects in their 
communities. And report—
if you believe there are 
irregularities in those projects, 
use this portal to report 
them. That’s the purpose of 
transparency),” Gomez added.
	 Gomez said the new 

portal goes beyond earlier 
functions that focused mainly 
on flood control projects, 
noting that users can search 
for any DPWH project and 
view critical details such 
as the implementing office, 
contractor, project cost, and 
project status.
	 “Contrary to the initial 
belief, na medyo nakaka-
intimidate, napaka-user-
friendly ng portal. Sa search 
bar, i-type mo lang kung ano 
yung proyekto gusto mong 
hanapin—lalabas na lahat 
ng detalye (that it may be 
intimidating, the portal is very 
user-friendly. In the search bar, 

from page 8PCO... just type the project you want 
to look for—and all the details 
will appear),” he said, adding 
that he tested the site after its 
launch.
	 Asked whether the 
new platform would eventually 
replace the Office of the 
President’s (OP) Sumbong sa 
Pangulo website, Gomez said 
the shift will happen naturally 
once most reports are turned 
over and citizens transition to 
the DPWH-managed system.
	 “Eventually, mag 
fade out na ‘yung Sumbong 
sa Pangulo pag hindi na tayo 
nakakatanggap ng reports 
diyan at na-turnover na natin 
sa ICI yung karamihan ng 

report. Naturally, mawawala 
na ‘yan (the Sumbong sa 
Pangulo platform will fade 
out once we no longer receive 
reports there and once most of 
them have been turned over 
to the ICI. Naturally, it will 
disappear),” Gomez said.
	 Gomez stressed that 
while the portal is housed 
under the DPWH and 
developed in partnership with 
the Department of Information 
and Communications 
Technology, the OP will still 
have visibility over the system.
	 The DPWH 
Transparency Portal is 
expected to strengthen public 
participation, deter corruption, 

and enhance accountability 
in the implementation of 
infrastructure projects 
nationwide.
	 President Ferdinand 
R. Marcos Jr. unveiled the 
DPWH Transparency Portal 
on Monday as part of ongoing 
reforms to curb corruption in 
public infrastructure projects.
	 Marcos started his 
campaign against anomalous 
flood control and other 
infrastructure projects by 
launching the Sumbong sa 
Pangulo website on Aug. 11. 
(PNA)

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor

MANILA – The Philippines 
will convene government 
officials, scientists, and 
industry representatives from 
more than 100 countries 
as it hosts the first-ever 
International High-Level 
Forum on Nuclear Technology 
for Controlling Plastic 
Pollution (NUTEC Plastics).
	 In a news release on 
Monday, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs said the event, 
organized by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), will run from Nov. 25 

to 26.
	 It aims to advance 
science-driven strategies that 
use nuclear technology to 
curb plastic waste, strengthen 
recycling systems, and protect 
marine ecosystems.
	 The DFA said the 
event will highlight ongoing 
Philippine initiatives 
supported by the NUTEC 
Plastics program.
	 Among these is the 
Post-Radiation Reactive 
Extrusion (PREx) project, 
which uses radiation 
processing to upgrade low-
value plastic waste into more 

durable materials.
	 One of its key outputs 
is the PREx Prototype House, 
a model structure showcasing 
how recycled plastic products 
can be applied for community 
housing and other practical 
uses.
	 The Philippines is 
also enhancing its monitoring 
of microplastics in coastal 
waters through IAEA-assisted 
laboratories that apply 
harmonized global methods.
	 These efforts are 
expected to strengthen the 
country’s understanding of 
marine pollution and inform 

policies to protect vulnerable 
coastal areas.
	 Forum highlights 
include the launch of the 
NUTEC Plastics Investment 
and Partnership Brochure, 
which outlines opportunities 
for governments, research 
institutions, and private 
companies to scale up 
nuclear-enabled recycling 
technologies, strengthen 
marine monitoring, and 
support sustainable industrial 
applications.
	 Technical sessions, 
exhibitions, and focused 
discussions will guide 

participating countries in 
forging collaborations and 
expanding the use of nuclear 
science for environmental 
protection.
	 A dedicated session 
will also spotlight youth 
perspectives on nuclear 
solutions to the global plastic 
waste challenge.
	 The two-day forum is 
part of the Philippines’ efforts 
to position itself as a leader in 
adopting innovative, science-
based approaches to plastic 
pollution—an issue affecting 
economies and marine 
ecosystems worldwide. (PNA)

tayong magagawa (We can 
construct more),” he said.
	 On student nutrition, 
Aquino said the higher 

appropriation would allow the 
school-based feeding program 
to expand from 120 to 200 
feeding days.

from page 8DepEd... 	 “Lahat ng Kinder, 
lahat ng Grade 1, mayroon 
tayong pagkain para sa kanila 
for 200 days (All Kinder, 
all Grade 1 students, we can 

provide them food for 200 
days),” he said.
	 For Grades 2 to 6 
students, the program will 
target “wasted and severely 

wasted” learners.
	 The expanded feeding 
program will benefit an 
estimated 3.5 million students, 
he said. (PNA)

PH to host 1st global forum on nuclear solutions to plastic pollution

WHAT A WASTE. A junk collector cleans heaps of trash, mostly plastics, in a ditch in Commonwealth, Quezon City in this May 31, 2024 photo. The Department of Foreign Affairs on Monday (Nov. 24, 2025) said the 
Philippines will host the first global forum on nuclear solutions to plastic pollution from Nov. 25 to 26. (PNA photo by Joan Bondoc)
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ng online platforms nang 
ligtas (While local digital 
activity continues to grow, 
we also need to strengthen the 
government’s protection of 
these spaces. These steps are 
made for the public, so they’ll 
be confident in using online 
platforms safely),” Aguda said 
in a news release.
	 The OPS calls for 
the public to be alert against 
scams, report suspicious 
activities and celebrate the 
holidays in peace.
	 During the same 

period, the DICT will also 
intensify operations of the 
OCD, a whole-of-government 
program with law enforcement, 
telecommunication companies 
and other partners that focuses 
on anti-scam operations and 
cybersecurity monitoring.
	 Another DICT partner 
is the University of the 
Philippines Diliman Extension 
Program (UPDEPPO) 
for the Cybersecurity 
Microcredentials Program 
(CMP).
	 The program will 

from page 1DICT... train more cybersecurity 
professionals after the Data 
Protection Officers of the 
Philippines (NADPOP) 
said the country needs some 
180,000 experts to protect just 
10 percent of the country’s 
critical institutions and 
infrastructure.
	 “Hindi natin 
mapoprotektahan ang bansa 
kung kokonti ang eksperto. 
Kailangan natin ng mas 
marami at mas handang 
Filipino cyber defenders (We 
won’t be able to protect the 
country with few experts. We 

need more prepared Filipino 
cyber defenders),” Aguda said.
	 The CMP 
encompasses three courses: 
Security Operations Center 
Readiness and Cyber 
Foundations; Threat Detection 
and Incident Handling; 
and Governance, Risk 
Management and Compliance 
(GRC) Essentials.
	 Students will receive 
certificates in advanced 
cyber defense & GRC based 
on hands-on laboratory 
experience and actual incident 
investigation.

	 “Hindi tayo dapat 
umasa sa ibang bansa para 
solusyunan ang ating cyber 
problems. Kaya natin itong 
buuin dito sa ating mga 
paaralan at sa talento ng ating 
kabataan (We don’t need to 
reply on other countries to 
solve our cyber problems. We 
can build schools and use the 
talent of our youth),” he said.
	 The details of the 
enrolment procedure of the 
CMP will later be announced 
through the official channels 
of the UPDEPPO and DICT. 
(PNA)

from page 1 Marcos:...
makes the project the first 
grid-connected solar power 
system of its kind in the world, 
located inside a socialized 
housing community.
	 The project has a net 
export capacity of 4.95 MWac, 
equivalent to around 9,182 
megawatt-hours (MWh) of 
annual generation, enough 
to energize more than 7,900 
homes.
	 Power is injected 
into the MERALCO grid 
and continuously monitored 
to ensure safe and reliable 
delivery.
	 The President 
highlighted the environmental 

benefits of the system, noting 
that it reduces 6,233 metric 
tons of carbon dioxide (CO₂) 
yearly.
	 “Para tayong nag-alis 
ng isang libong sasakyan sa 
kalsada (It is as if we removed 
a thousand cars from the 
road),” he said.
	 The project’s design 
avoids the conversion 
of agricultural land, an 
increasingly important 
consideration in Luzon, where 
grid demand is rising.
Global recognition
	 The facility has 
already gained international 
attention, winning gold for 

ESG Integration Excellence 
and silver for Sustainable 
Renewable Energy Initiative 
of the Year at the 2025 Asian 
Power Awards.
	 “You have managed 
to bring Filipino innovation to 
the world stage,” Marcos said.
	 The project aligns with 
the Department of Energy’s 
thrusts under the Green Energy 
Auction Program (GEA-
4), the Renewable Portfolio 
Standards, and the Sustainable 
Finance Framework, aimed at 
scaling up the renewable share 
of the national energy mix.
	 The Philippines is 
targeting 35 percent renewable 
energy by 2030 and 50 percent 

by 2040.
	 Marcos said the 
project demonstrates the type 
of “creative and innovative 
solutions” required as the 
country faces climate risks 
and the global shift away from 
fossil fuels.
	 “We cannot continue 
to do the same things that we 
did before,” he said.
	 Beyond energy 
production, the Joy~Nostalg 
Foundation funds community 
programs tied to the 
initiative, including roof 
maintenance, street lighting, 
waste management, shared 
solar facilities, and capacity-
building for residents.

	 Marcos said the 
Cavite project could serve 
as a blueprint for future 
installations across the 
Philippines.
	 The President also 
committed to improving 
government processes to 
support more renewable 
investments.
	 “On our end as 
government, we will continue 
improving our processes so 
we can promote and accelerate 
more innovative renewable 
energy projects,” he said. 
(PNA)

	 In Southern Visayas, 
there are 582 passengers, 227 
rolling cargoes, and 23 vessels 
stranded in Barcelona Port, 
Yap Port, Danao Port, Cadiz 
Port, San Carlos Port, Sagay 
Port, BREDCO Port, Banago 
Port, Eb Magalona Port, 
Sibulan Port, Tampi Port, and 
Bulado Port.
	 In Central Visayas, 
there are 1,090 persons, 
233 rolling cargoes, and 71 
vessels stranded in Bantayan 
Pier, Polambato Pier, Carmen 
Port, Daanbantayan Pier, 
Madridejos Port, Malapascua 
Pier, Hagnaya Port, Tabuelan 

Over... from page 1

Isabela, Negros Occidental. 
This includes the area of 
Mandaue, Cebu),” Cayabyab 
said.
	 In its safety advisory 
as of noon Tuesday, the PCG 
reported 1,649 persons, 300 
rolling cargoes, and 14 vessels 
stranded in Southern Tagalog 
ports.
	 These include the 
Port of Lucena, Abra De Ilog 
Port, Maril Port, Sabang Port, 
Pola Port, Romblon Port, San 
Agustin Port, Looc Port, and 
Batangas Port.
	 In the Bicol Region, 

there are 950 persons, 420 
rolling cargoes, nine vessels, 
and three motorbancas 
stranded in Pioduran Port, 
Aroroy Port, Mobo Port, 
Cawayan Port, Cataingan Port, 
Mintac Port, Pilar Port, Bulan 
Port, and Castilla Port.
	 In Western Visayas, 
there are 914 persons, 396 
rolling cargoes, and nine 
vessels stranded in the ports of 
Ilo-Ilo Fastcraft, Parola Wharf, 
Dumangas Port, Bay’ang Port, 
Alergria Port, Caticlan Port, 
Culasi Port, MC Arthur Wharf, 
and Magic Island Resort.

Port, Taloot Port, Mainit Port, 
Samboan Port / Liloan Port, 
Toledo City Port, Pier 1 Cebu 
City, Pier 3 Cebu City, Naga 
Anchorage Area, Cordova 
Port, Angasil Port, Sta Rosa 
Port, Labogon, Mandaue, 
Loon Port, Getafe Port, 
Candijay Port, Mabini Port, 
Pitogo Port, Ubay Port, and 
Consuelo Port.
	 In Eastern Visayas, 
there are 750 persons, 360 
rolling cargoes, and six 
vessels stranded in Kawayan 
Port, Maripipi Port, Port of 
Tacloban, Calubian Port, 
Port of San Juan, Port of St 

Bernard, Port of Maasin, Port 
of Benit, Port of Padre Burgos, 
and San Antonio Port.
	 In Northern Mindanao, 
there are 111 persons and nine 
vessels stranded in Cagayan 
de Oro Port, Port of Tagoloan, 
Plaridel Port, Jimenez Port, 
Port of Balingoan, and Port of 
Balingasag.
	 There are also 317 
persons, 173 rolling cargoes, 
and six vessels stranded in 
the ports of Eva Macapagal, 
Lipata, Nasipit, Placer, 
and Sering in Northeastern 
Mindanao. (PNA)

14 cops under probe over alleged rape, robbery; 8 nabbed
By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan

MANILA – Fourteen police 
officers have been removed 
from their posts amid an 
investigation into their alleged 
involvement in the robbery 
and rape of a Grade 9 student 
in Bacoor, Cavite.
	 “I have already 
directed Brig. Gen. Paul 
Kenneth Lucas, regional 
director of the PNP 
CALABARZON, to relieve, 
account and place under 
restrictive custody all those 
involved in the operation while 
the investigation is ongoing,” 
acting Philippine National 
Police (PNP) chief Lt. Gen. 
Jose Melencio Nartatez Jr. said 

in a statement on Monday.
	 Eight of the 14 police 
officers, all members of the 
PNP Drug Enforcement Group 
– Special Operations Unit 
in Calabarzon (PDEG-SOU 
4A), were arrested in Laguna 
on Sunday after the 18-year-
old victim reported to the 
authorities.
	 Initial investigation 
shows the police officers, 
claiming they were conducting 
an operation, forced their way 
into the victim’s house on 
Saturday, seized her jewelry 
and mobile phone, and 
sexually assaulted her.
	 Nartatez emphasized 
that the PNP has “zero tolerance 
for abuse, misconduct, or any 

action that undermines public 
trust.”
	 “Personnel who 
perform with dedication, 
honesty, and honor will be 
duly recognized and rewarded. 
Conversely, those who deviate 
from these standards will 
face swift and appropriate 
consequences under the law,” 
he said.
	 Nartatez assured 
the victim’s family that he 
would personally monitor the 
progress of the investigation, 
which he instructed the 
Internal Affairs Service to 
expedite.
	 The National Police 
Commission has deployed a 
four-man investigative team to 

Bacoor City to independently 
assess the circumstances 
and establish administrative 

liability, if any, of the police 
officers. (PNA)

ARRESTED. The mugshots of eight police officers arrested for their alleged 
involvement in the rape and robbery of an 18-year-old student in Bacoor City, Cavite 
on Saturday (Nov. 22, 2025). Both the Philippine National Police and the National 
Police Commission are investigating the incident. (Photo courtesy of PNP)
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NEWSWEEKLY

Tax holiday; about time
THE battle among crooks 
opened a can of worms, 
revealing that corruption 
pervades the government 
leadership, reaching its worst 
during the three years under 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
	 Civil disobedience is 
being discussed as the next step 
in the anti-corruption crusade, 
as the plundering mafia’s 
mastermind is believed to be 
lurking in an ancient building 
on the north bank of the Pasig 
River.
	 The proposal calls for 
a three-month tax holiday as a 
form of public pushback against 
the anomalous flood control 
projects — misdeeds financed, 
ironically, by the people’s own 
money.
	 The argument in favor 
of the proposal is that the funds 
collected through taxes are 
pocketed rather than used to 
improve the public welfare.
	 One of the prime 
movers of the effort said, “When 
you hear the news, you learn 
that only a few politicians are 
enjoying the deductions from 
our wages. So this is the right 
time (for civil disobedience).”
	 A parallel action among 
the cause-oriented members of 
the House of Representatives 
is to file a bill to freeze tax 
payments for all salaried 
workers.
	 The most significant 
factor draining government 
revenues is corruption. Around 
P118 billion per year is lost, for 
instance, from anomalous and 
ghost flood control projects, an 
amount that workers shoulder.
	 This is aside from 
other infrastructure, such as 
farm-to-market roads and 
social subsidies, which are 
also magnets for kickbacks for 
legislators.
	 There should be 
enough resources to fund social 
services and programs, but the 
money goes into the pockets of 
politicians, all the way up to the 
highest office of government, as 
has been revealed.
	 The battle among 

crooks opened a can of worms, 
revealing that corruption 
pervades the government 
leadership, reaching its worst 
during the three years under 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
	 The protest movement 
seeks to prod the government into 
plugging the holes in revenue 
collection caused by corruption, 
rather than penalizing workers 
through taxes on their hard-
earned income.
	 The protesting groups 
also argue that the income 
tax holiday will give more 
disposable income to Filipinos 
who depend on salaries.
	 “When workers have 
more income, more disposable 
income, they tend to spend,” 
goes the line of reasoning.
	 Disposable income 
is instrumental in making the 
wheels of the economy turn, 
as when consumers spend, the 
economy benefits.
	 Not paying income tax 
for a specific period spreads the 
wealth rather than concentrating 
it in the hands of a few. Giving 
money back to workers 
eventually benefits the economy.
	 The joint effort at 
the House would seek the 
President’s support by getting 
him to certify the bill mandating 
a 90-day tax break.
	 The tax hiatus would 
also allow the investigations and 
processes on the flood control 
anomalies to proceed.
	 The tax break would 
also provide workers a voice 
to tell the government that the 
architects of the corruption mess 
are not being held to account.
	 Since no one is being 
punished, the workers should 
not be made to suffer for the 
massive raid on the treasury.  
	 When you talk to 
ordinary Filipinos, their 
sentiment can be perceived 
regarding what’s happening.
	 It’s either the 
government leadership resolves 
the crisis it has created, or the 
public withholds the flow of 
money that is plundered. (DT)

ang mag-asawa: Patuloy ang 
pagsahol ng karalitaan at 
pagdurusa sa ating bansa.
	 Kahit matapos 
madakip at kahit habang 
nasa detensyon ng militar, 
marangal at palaban ang 
mag-asawa. Nakakulong 
ang kanilang katawan pero 
hindi ang kanilang diwa. Pilit 
silang pinagsisisi, pinapasuko 
pero ni hindi sila yumuyukod 
– salitang nagpapaalala ng 
Paraon, kulay-dilaw sa ginto, 
na ang hukbo’y nangalunod sa 
Dagat na Pula. Galing na sila 
sa pagkakakulong, at aalpasan 
nila ang yugtong ito.
	 Sa Facebook, sa mga 
huntahan, hindi lungkot, takot 
o tanong ang namamayani 
sa mga aktibista. Ang 
namamayani, iyung tinatawag 
nilang ahitasyon. Sabi ng 
manunulat na si Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, “Walang dakilang 
bagay ang nagawa nang 
walang kasiglahan ng loob,” 
at mahirap isalin ang salitang 
“enthusiasm.” Mapanganib 
ito sa mga naghahari, na 
maraming magagawang dakila 
ang mga aktibista.
	 Tiyak, gusto ng 
mga naghahari na pahinain 
ang Kaliwa sa pagdakip sa 
mga Tiamzon. Pero lalong 
lumalakas ang ahitasyon ng 
mga aktibistang nagsusulong 
ng rebolusyon. Kahit sa 
pagkakakulong, nagbibigay 
ang mag-asawa ng huwaran 
para ang mga aktibista’y 
maglakad nang parang 
tumangkad nang bahagya at 
kumilos nang mas pursigido, 
marubdob ang diwa, at walang 
takot.

26 Marso 2014

Katunog ng Tiamzon
nananatiling kasama ng New 
People’s Army sa kanayunan. 
Doon kung saan mas mahirap 
ang mga sakripisyo at laging 
may banta ng kamatayan. 
Silang pinakamahuhusay 
sa kanilang henerasyon at 
pwede ring pumili ng buhay 
na maalwan. Silang hindi 
matatawaran ang pagmamahal 
sa masa at bayan.
	 Siguro, hindi siya 
nag-iisa sa mga aktibista sa 
pagsasabing hindi na niya 
malilimutan kung kailan, kung 
nasaan siya noong nabalitaang 
naaresto ang mag-asawa. 
Masama ang balita, hindi 
naiwasang salubungin ng 
lungkot, takot at tanong. Pero 
ngayong naaresto ang dalawa, 
hindi niya mapigilan ang 
kagustuhang lagi silang makita 
– para makitang ligtas sila, 
syempre, at para mamangha at 
humanga.
	 Laking tuwa niya 
nang mapanood sa telebisyon 
si Wilma, nagkikikilos para 
iprotesta ang mga posas 
na hadlang sa pagtataas ng 
kamao. Nang tapatan ito ng 
mikropono ng midya, maalab 
na sinabi nito: “Binabati ko 
ang Bagong Hukbong Bayan 
sa ika-apatnapu’t limang 
anibersaryo nito. Patuloy na 
lumalakas sa buong bayan! 
Hindi matalo-talo ng [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines]!”
	 Mapapaisip ka kung 
nakakita ka na ng ganoong 
wagas na pagmamahal sa 
AFP. Tinutudyo ng maiksing 
pahayag ang simpleng puno’t 
dulo – ng patuloy na paglakas 
ng NPA sa kabila ng lahat, ng 
tiwala ng Kilusan na tuloy 
ang laban kahit naaresto ang 
dalawang lider, ng katiyakang 
mapapalitan agad sa tungkulin 

PART 2

Bago nga ang kanilang 
pagkadakip nitong Marso 22, 
mas mababasa ang pangalan ng 
mag-asawa sa mga sulatin ng 
mga “Rejectionist” at militar; 
bihira silang mabanggit ng 
mga “Reaffirmist.” Nabanggit 
lang si Benito ni Jun Cruz 
Reyes sa Armando [2006] 
bilang kasabayan sa pag-aaral 
ni Teng, at ni Danilo Vizmanos 
sa Martial Law Diary and 
Other Papers [2003] bilang 
kasamang naaresto noong 
1973.
	 Ilan sa mga 
pagbanggit sa mag-asawa 
ang nagdadawit sa kanila sa 
mga krimen na sa aktwal ay 
ginawa ng mga Rejectionist 
mismo. Pero mas marami ang 
pilit nagbabangga sa kanila 
kay Sison, lutang na mukha 
at lider din ng Kaliwa. Iba-iba 
ang bersyon: may nagsasabing 
malabnaw si Sison kumpara 
sa dalawa, mayroon namang 
si Sison ang lider ng Kaliwa 
bagamat hawak ng dalawa ang 
organisasyon.
	 Ang totoo, konsistent 
si Sison: lagi niyang 
sinasabing ang pamunuan 
ng Kaliwa ay nasa Pilipinas, 
at nasa kanayunan pa 
nga. Ito ang katotohanang 
ayaw ipropaganda ng mga 
Rejectionist at militar. Ang 
gusto kasi nila, ibagsak ang 
morale at ahitasyon ng mga 
naghihirap na aktibista sa 
pagpapalabas na maalwan ang 
buhay ng kanilang mga lider, 
kahit hindi rin naman maalwan 
ang buhay ni Sison.
	 Pero alam nila ang 
totoo. Na ang maraming lider 
ng Kaliwa, kahit may-edad na 
at may mga karamdaman, ay 

Photo courtesy of Daily Tribune
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Youth leaders gather for 
“Youth’s Choice: A Drug-Free 
Life” Engagement Program

The learning sessions 
were divided into four 
modules. Module 1: 
Development, discussed 
by LGOO II Lucky Kharl-
Leen Jorolan L, focused 
on the fundamentals of 
development planning and 
the CSOs’ role in advancing 
local initiatives. Module 
2: Local Development, 
tackled by LGOO III 
Nina Norisa C. Maranga, 
emphasized strategies 
for fostering sustainable 
development at the 
community level. Module 
3: Local Development 
Council Operations, 
presented by LGOO VI 
Marren Juangco-Bautista, 
covered the operational 
mechanics of development 
councils and how CSOs 
can actively participate in 
decision-making processes. 
Finally, Module 4: Soft 
Skills, facilitated by LGOO 
II Amiel D. dela Rosa, 
highlighted communication, 

leadership, and 
collaborative skills essential 
for effective engagement 
with local government and 
communities.
The program aimed to 
equip CSO representatives 
with the knowledge 
and skills necessary 
to actively participate 
in local development 
initiatives and contribute 
to policy formulation. 
Participants appreciated 
the opportunity to enhance 
their organizational 
capacities and deepen their 
understanding of local 
governance processes. 
The initiative reflects the 
provincial government’s 
commitment to fostering 
a strong partnership 
between government and 
civil society, ensuring 
that development efforts 
in Cavite are inclusive, 
participatory, and impactful. 
— OPIO

Photo courtesy of Cavite PIO

followed by the presenta-
tion of programs and ser-
vices by the National Youth 
Commission and the Cavite 
Provincial Anti-Drug Abuse 
Council (CPADAC), offer-
ing youth leaders a deeper 
understanding of available 
platforms and partnerships 
that support their engage-
ment in community-based 
anti-drug initiatives.
	 One of the high-
lights of the celebration was 
the recognition of winners 
of the regional digital poster 
making and short film mak-
ing contests, showcasing 
the creativity, talent, and 
strong anti-drug commit-
ment of CALABARZON 
youth. The winning entries 
reflected powerful visual 
narratives underscoring the 
importance of choosing a 
healthy, drug-free lifestyle.
	 The program also 
marked a significant mile-
stone for the Department 
of the Interior and Local 

Government with the un-
veiling and conferment of 
the Drug-Free Workplace 
status to DILG IV-A and all 
its provincial offices. The 
recognition underscores the 
agency’s steadfast commit-
ment to integrity, profes-
sionalism, and fostering a 
safe and accountable work-
ing environment.
	 Bringing together 
aspiring youth advocates 
and key government part-
ners, the Youth’s Choice: A 
Drug-Free Life Engagement 
Program reaffirmed the cru-
cial role of the youth sector 
in shaping resilient, well-
informed communities. The 
gathering served not only 
as a celebration of DAPC 
Week but also as a renewed 
call to action empowering 
young leaders to champion 
a future anchored on aware-
ness, responsibility, and a 
collective commitment to a 
drug-free CALABARZON. 
— OPIO

Cavite strengthens Civil 
Society Organizations through 
capacity development program

support of various provin-
cial offices and youth orga-
nizations across the region.
	 A key feature of the 
program was the Drug-Free 
Life lecture delivered by 
PDEA 4A, which provided 
participants with critical 
insights on the impacts of 
drug abuse, current drug 
trends, and the vital role of 
informed advocacy in pre-
vention efforts. This was 

gathering aimed to strength-
en youth involvement in 
drug prevention initiatives 
and promote a unified stand 
for a safer, drug-free CAL-
ABARZON.
	 The event was 
spearheaded by DILG IV-A, 
in partnership with DepEd 
IV-A, the Dangerous Drugs 
Board (DDB), and the Phil-
ippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency (PDEA), with the 

IN line with the nationwide 
observance of Drug Abuse 
Prevention and Control 
(DAPC) Week, more than 
400 Barangay Kontra Droga 
(BKD) advisers and senior 
high school student lead-
ers from across Cavite con-
vened at the Tanza Conven-
tion Center on November 
19, for the Youth’s Choice: 
A Drug-Free Life Engage-
ment Program. The regional 

Coordinator (OPPDC) 
in partnership with the 
Department of Interior and 
Local Government - Cavite, 
providing a comprehensive 
learning experience for 
CSO representatives.

a Capacity Development 
Program on November 
19, at the New Provincial 
Government Center.
The program was facilitated 
by the Office of the Provincial 
Planning and Development 

IN its continuous effort 
to empower civil society 
organizations (CSOs) and 
strengthen their role in local 
governance, the Cavite 
Provincial Development 
Council (CPDC) conducted 

Photo courtesy of Cavite PIO
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
TRECE MARTIRES CITY

FORECLOSURE CASE NO. F-596-25

BDO UNIBANK, INC.,
Mortgagee,
		
-versus-

PRINCESS DIANE A. PALABINO,
Debtor/s Mortgagor/s.
x---------------x
NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135, as 
amended by Act 4118, filed by Mortgagee, BDO UNIBANK, 
INC., with business address at 33/F BDO Corporate 
Center Ortigas, No. 12 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City, 
against the Debtor/Mortgagor, PRINCESS DIANE A. 
PALABINO, with residence and postal addresses at (1) 
No. 536E, Padre Pio St., Caridad, Cavite City (abandoned 
property) and (2) Block 5, Lot 3, Kensington 27, Brgy. 
Navarro, Gen. Trias, Cavite (occupied by mortgagor), to 
satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of August 
15, 2025 amounts to ONE MILLION FOUR HUNDRED 
FIFTY THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED NINETY NINE 
PESOS and 55/100 (P1,450,899.55), Philippine Currency, 
including interest, penalties and other charges as of said 
date but exclusive of all other expenses incidental to this 
foreclosure and sale, the undersigned Sheriff will sell at 
public auction on December 10, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock 
in the morning until 12:00 o’clock noon at the main 
entrance of the Government Center Building located at 
the Provincial Capitol Compound, Trece Martires City, to 
the highest bidder for CASH and in Philippine Currency, 
the following described property with all the improvements 
thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 057-
2019009596

Lot No: 3   Block: 5  Plan No: Pcs-04-030003
Portion of:  Lot 84, Block 6, Psd-04-225691; Lot 1727, RS-
04-003042 & Lot 1740, FRS-04-005330, SFDM Estate 
Decreed No. 4270; LRC Rec. No. 5964
Location:  Barangay of Navarro, Municipality of Gen. Trias, 
Province of Cavite
Boundaries:
LINE  DIRECTION  ADJOINING LOT(S)
1-2  NW  Lot 1, Block 5, Pcs-04-030003
2-3  NE  Road Lot 8, Pcs-04-030003
3-4  SE  Lot 5, Block 5, Pcs-04-030003
4-1  SW  Lot 4, Block 5, Pcs-04-030003

Area:  FIFTY SQUARE METERS (50), more or less

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on 
the above-stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on 
the said date and time, it shall be held on DECEMBER 23, 
2025 without further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, November 11, 2025.

RICARDO A. TOLEDO
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:
BDO UNIBANK, INC.
Consumer Remedial Management
33rd Floor, BDO Corporate Center Ortigas 
No. 12 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City

MS. PRINCESS DIANE A. PALABINO 
(1) No. 536 E, Padre Pio St., Caridad, Cavite City 
(2) Block 5, Lot 3, Kensington 27, Brgy. Navarro, Gen. 
Trias, Cavite

WARNING: It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface 
or destroy this Notice of Extra Judicial Sale on or before 
the date of sale

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly 
November 17, 24 & December 1, 2025

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 23
TRECE MARTIRES CITY

FORECLOSURE CASE NO. F-583-25

ASIA UNITED BANK CORPORATION,
Mortgagee,
		
-versus-

SPS. JANE ROSE DAPITANON
VILLAFLORES & KENNETH CELO
VILLAFLORES,
Mortgagors.
x---------------x
NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135, as 
amended by Act 4118, filed by Mortgagee, ASIA UNITED 
BANK CORPORATION, with business address at Joy-
Nostalg Center, 17 ADB Ave., Ortigas Center Center, 
Pasig City against the Mortgagors, SPS. JANE ROSE 
DAPITANON VILLAFLORES AND KENNETH CELO 
VILLAFLORES, with addresses at (1) Block 12, Lot 19 
Phase 1, Amaia Scapes Trece Martires, Brgy. Conchu, 
Trece Martires City, Cavite and (2) Block 13, Lot 13, 
Sunshine Ville, Brgy. Cabuco, Trece Martires City, Cavite, 
to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of July 31, 
2025 amounts to ONE MILLION TWO HUNDRED TEN 
THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED NINETY SIX PESOS AND 
60/100 (P1,210,196.60), Philippine Currency, inclusive 
of interest as of said date but without prejudice to costs, 
expenses of litigation, notarial fees and all other expenses 
arising out or incidental to this foreclosure and sale, the 
undersigned Sheriff will sell at public auction on December 
10, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning until 12:00 o’clock 
noon at the main entrance of the Government Center 
Building, located at the Provincial Capitol Compound, 
Trece Martires City, to the highest bidder for CASH and in 
Philippine Currency, the following described property with 
all the improvements thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 077-
2023005148

Lot No: 19   Block: 12  Plan No: Psd-04-231572
Portion of:  Lot 2946, San Francisco de Malabon Estate
Location:  Barangay of Conchu, City of Trece Martires, 
Province of Cavite, Island of Luzon
Boundaries:
LINE  DIRECTION  ADJOINING LOT(S)
1-2  NW  Lot 18, Block 12, Psd-04-231572
2-3  NE  Lot 7, Block 12, Psd-04-231572
3-4  NE  Lot 6, Block 12, Psd-04-231572
4-5  SE  Lot 20, Block 12, Psd-04-231572
5-6-1  SW  Road Lot 12, Psd-04-231572

Area:  SIXTY SIX SQUARE METERS (66), more or less

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on 
the above-stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on 
the said date and time, it shall be held on DECEMBER 23, 
2025 without further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, November 11, 2025.

JOSELITO L. ARANDA
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:
JIMENEA AND PARTNERS LAW OFFICE
Unit 719, Vinia Residences, EDSA,
Brgy. Philam, Quezon City

SPS. JANE ROSE D. VILLAFLORES AND KENNETH C. 
VILLAFLORES 
(1) Block 12, Lot 19 Phase 1, Amaia Scapes Trece Martires, 
Brgy. Conchu, Trece Martires City, Cavite 
(2) Block 13, Lot 13, Sunshine Ville, Brgy. Cabuco, Trece 
Martires City, Cavite

WARNING: It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface 
or destroy this Notice of Extra Judicial Sale on or before 
the date of sale

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly 
November 17, 24 & December 1, 2025

Gawad Taga-Ilog program 
reinforces public role in 
water quality management

By Anna Mole

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna (PIA) – The Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has 
emphasized the crucial role of communities and local 
stakeholders in protecting and restoring the Manila 
Bay through its flagship Gawad Taga-Ilog (GTI) 
program in the province of Cavite.
	 Maliah Malixi, Pollution Control Association 
of the Philippines (PCAPI)–Region 4A Chapter 
President and one of the board of judges for the said 
program, the GTI program continues to raise the 
standards of environmental governance among local 
government units as they work to rehabilitate their 
rivers and tributaries connected to Manila Bay.
	 “What we saw here during the site inspection 
for GTI is that the issue of water quality management 
reflects other problems we have as a society and as a 
nation, but it is so broad, deep, and cannot be solved 
by just a few, so everyone needs to work together, so 
if there is a solution, it is sharing a lot more than what 
we normally give attention to the environment,” she 
said during the Philippine Information Agency’s 
radio program.
	 Malixi further adds that a multi-sectoral 
approach, from the government to the private sector 
and general public, are expected to have an active 
stake in the strategy.
	 Gawad Taga-Ilog, which began in 2020 in 
Metro Manila, was implemented in support of the 
cleanup and rehabilitation of Manila Bay through 
community-driven initiatives and activities. It is a 
flagship environmental recognition program of the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) under the Manila Bay Rehabilitation 
Program.
	 This seeks to evaluate, encourage, and reward 
local government units that demonstrate outstanding 
efforts in managing, restoring, and protecting rivers 
and waterways connected to the Manila Bay region.
	 The program, which kicked off in Cavite 
last July, is set to recognize top-performing local 
government units during its awarding ceremony this 
December.
	 Malixi then said that the program goes 
beyond compliance and calls for the support of 
the community to continuously participate in river 
protection, adopt sustainable waste management 
practices, and actively engage in clean-up drives and 
awareness campaigns to ensure the long-term health 
of waterways.
	 “Gawad Taga-Ilog pushes our LGUs to 
go beyond compliance. It encourages innovation, 
collaboration, and consistent monitoring so that 
communities become fully involved in keeping 
their waterways clean and healthy. When people 
understand their role in protecting their own rivers, 
real change happens,” Malixi stated.
	 Malixi added that the involvement of 
barangay leaders, private organizations, and 
residents has been instrumental in improving waste 
management, implementing clean-up drives, and 
raising awareness on water quality issues across 
Cavite’s coastal and riverside communities. (AM/
PIA 4A)

Photo courtesy of PIA
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LOONGER TRADING CORP.
L9 B1 Samalabanan Subdivision,
Medicion II C, Imus City
Nature of business: Non-specialized
Wholesale Trade

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly 
November 24 & December 01 & 08, 2025

Career opportunities in 
KENJI MIN JAPANESE TRAINING CENTER INC. 

 
POSITION TITLE: CONSULTANT 
JOB DESCRIPTION:  

• Mediator of any appointments and meeting with other Japanese clients. 
• Provides expert advice and professional guidance to improve company operations. 
• Assists in developing school policies, enrolment strategies, and workforce planning. 
• Guides management on best business practices and industry standards. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 
• Native Japanese 
• Knowledgeable in Human Resourcing 
• Can speak Tagalog or English  

Application may be sent to: 
Company HR: Rachel Santos 

Email: kenjiminquery@gmail.com 
  

COMPANY/ EMPLOYER NAME OF FOREIGN NATIONAL INTENDING TO 
APPLY FOR THE POSITION 

Company Name:  
KENJI MIN JAPANESE TRAINING CERTER INC. 
Complete Address: 
E. Aguinaldo Highway Bucal Sampaloc 2 
Dasmarinas City Cavite 
Nature of Business: 
Educational 

Name: 
KOJI SASAZAWA 
Address: 
Idesia Dasma San Agustin 1 Dasmarinas City 
Cavite 
Nationality: 
Japanese 
Intended period of employment: 1 year 

Company hereby declares that the above-named foreign national is able, willing and qualified to 
perform the services and job description for this position. The company has the intention to employ 
the said foreign national and apply for an alien employment permit with the Department of Labor 
and Employment – Regional Office No.IV -A located at 3rd and 4th Floor, Andenson Bldg. II Brgy. 
Parian Calamba City, Laguna. 
 
Any Filipino jobseeker who is competent, able and willing to perform the services for which the 
foreign national is intended to be hired for, may file and objection at DOLE Regional Office No. IV-A 
located at 3rd and 4th Floor, Andenson Bldg. II Brgy. Parian Calamba City, Laguna within 30 days after 
this publication.  
 
Please inform DOLE Regional office No. IV- A if you have any information on criminal offenses c 
omitted by the foreign national. 
 

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly 
November 24, 2025

DA rolls out online registry 
system for P20 rice program

30 Chinese ships spotted in 
4 WPS features

By Stephanie Sevillano

MANILA – The Department of Agriculture (DA) on Monday launched a 
modernized online registry system for the P20 rice program under the “Benteng 
Bigas Meron Na (BBM Na)” initiative.
	 The program aligns with President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s directives 
to ensure food security, accessibility, and affordability across the country.
	 The P20 rice program refers to the sale of aging and soon-to-age but 
good-quality rice stocks from the National Food Authority (NFA), which are 
procured from Filipino palay (unhusked rice) farmers.
	 In a press conference, DA Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said the 
digital platform aims to enhance the program’s system and sales by providing a 
master list of beneficiaries.
	 “Napaka-importante nitong masterlist sa (This masterlist is very 
important for the) smooth implementation nitong Benteng Bigas Meron Na 
program,” he said.
	 The agriculture chief highlighted the efforts of the DA-Information and 
Communications Technology Service, which conducted a successful test in 
October.
	 The registry system is ready for deployment as part of the country’s 
celebration of National Rice Awareness Month.
	 A massive registration drive will include delivery riders, drivers, bus 
conductors, security personnel, and members of the vulnerable sectors, including 
senior citizens, persons with disabilities, solo parents, and beneficiaries of the 
Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps).
	 Access has also been extended to indigenous peoples, low-income 
earners, farmers and fisherfolk, public transport workers, and beneficiaries of 
the Department of Social Welfare and Development’s (DSWD) Walang Gutom 
program.
	 Eligible beneficiaries have until the end of February to register at 
designated P20 outlets and be included in the online ‘P20 Benefinder’.
	 Once registered, they will receive a QR code for purchase validation and 
a monthly purchase limit indicator.
	 Currently, there are four registration sites in Metro Manila and NFA 
warehouses nationwide.
	 The modernized registry is expected to support the expansion of BBM 
Na to 15 million households, or roughly 60 million individuals, streamlining the 
distribution and accessibility of affordable rice. (PNA)

By Priam Nepomuceno

MANILA – A total of 30 Chinese military and coast guard ships were monitored 
off four Philippine-held features in the West Philippine Sea (WPS), a ranking 
Philippine Navy (PN) official said Tuesday.
	 In a press briefing in Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, PN spokesperson 
for the WPS, Rear Admiral Roy Vincent Trinidad, said that based on their 
monitoring as of 5 p.m. on Monday, there were four People’s Liberation Army 
Navy (PLAN) ships and eight China Coast Guard (CCG) vessels off Bajo de 
Masinloc.
	 One PLAN ship and six CCG vessels were seen off Ayungin Shoal, while 
one PLAN ship and five CCG vessels were spotted in Escoda Shoal, Trinidad 
said.
	 “And Pag-asa Island, no PLAN (vessels) and five CCG (ships),” he added.
	 No details were given as to when exactly the ships were spotted, or how 
far they were from the four WPS features.
	 “This is as of 1700 yesterday (5 p.m. Monday). We expect these numbers 
(to) go down when the typhoon hits the WPS,” Trinidad said, referring to Tropical 
Depression Verbena, which is expected to traverse the WPS.
	 He said that although there were no coercive actions on the part of the 
Chinese ships, their presence in the area is “illegal.”
	 The WPS is part of the vast South China Sea (SCS), which Beijing claims 
entirely as its own.
	 However, in 2016, the Philippines won a landmark international 
arbitration case against China, invalidating its ambitious claim over the SCS, a 
ruling Beijing has vehemently disregarded.
	 Trinidad emphasized that the PN is always patrolling and monitoring the 
WPS along with the Philippine Air Force (PAF).
	 “At any time, we have an ongoing patrol on air and the sea by the PN and 
the PAF,” he said. “The patrol plans are under the cognizance of (the) Northern 
Luzon Command and Western Command.” (PNA) 

Life isn’t about finding yourself. 
Life is about creating yourself.
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Tax holiday; about time p.4

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA – Presidential 
Communications Office 
(PCO) Acting Secretary Dave 
Gomez on Tuesday urged the 
public to keep track of the 
infrastructure projects of the 
Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) 
through the newly launched, 
enhanced transparency portal.
	 In an interview 
aired over TV5, Gomez 
said the improved DPWH 
Transparency Portal is an 
expanded and more accessible 
version of the Sumbong sa 
Pangulo platform, allowing the 
public to monitor government 
infrastructure projects and 
report suspected irregularities.

	 Gomez said the AI-
driven portal offers a wider 
scope of information and a 
more user-friendly interface 
to make it easier for citizens 
to report possible anomalies 
in infrastructure projects, 
including substandard work.
	 “As you can see, 
maraming pagkakahawig 
doon sa Isumbong mo sa 
Pangulo website. Pero mas 
expanded ito ngayon. If I may 
say so, parang Isumbong sa 
Pangulo 2.0 (there are many 
similarities to the Isumbong 
mo sa Pangulo website. But 
this is more expanded now. If I 
may say so, it’s like Isumbong 
sa Pangulo 2.0),” he said.
	 “So, I encourage 

Continued on page 2...

DepEd budget to address 
classroom backlog, boost 
learners’ nutrition
By Leonel Abasola

MANILA – Senator Bam 
Aquino said Tuesday that the 
approved PHP1.38 trillion 
allocation for the Department 
of Education (DepEd) for 2026 
would solve the classroom 
backlog and boost student 
nutrition.
	 In its version of the 
2026 national budget, the 
Senate allotted almost PHP70 
billion in additional funding 
for education.
	 Funding for classroom 
construction was raised 
from PHP13.2 billion in the 
National Expenditure Program 
(NEP) to PHP65.9 billion, a 
PHP52.7 billion increase.
	 Meanwhile, the Senate 
is pushing to increase the 
school-based feeding program 
budget from PHP11.7 billion 
to PHP28.6 billion, a jump of 
PHP16.9 billion.
	 Aquino said the 
Senate version of the budget 
builds a strong case for 
addressing the backlog, which 
needs about PHP540 billion to 
fully resolve.

	 At present, the country 
has a backlog of 165,000 
classrooms, which could grow 
to more than 200,000 within 
three years if left unaddressed.
	 Aquino said the 
budget for classroom 
construction would be 
implemented through multiple 
modalities, including those 
under the Classroom-Building 
Acceleration Program (CAP) 
Act, which allows DepEd to 
partner with local government 
units and civil society 
organizations in constructing 
or leasing classrooms, and 
pursuing Public-Private 
Partnerships (PPP).
	 He also urged DepEd 
Secretary Sonny Angara to 
set a price cap for classroom 
construction, including those 
undertaken by the Department 
of Public Works and Highways 
and PPP implementers.
	 “At the price of 
less than PHP2 million (per 
classroom), we go from 
23,000 to 32,000 (classrooms). 
If we’re able to address the 
disparity, mas marami rin 
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DENR, UNICEF study warns vs. 
growing climate risks to Filipino kids

policies, specifically, into 
the National Adaptation Plan 
(NAP).
	 She said the CLAC 
consolidates evidence on 
recent vulnerabilities faced 
by children, and highlights 
opportunities to strengthen 
climate-sensitive approaches 
within environmental 
management and climate 
adaptation, both at the national 
level and in local communities.
	 “The report can 
equip the policymakers, 
local governments, and 
development partners with 

there. I think this is the first 
time that we have that in the 
Philippines disaggregated by 
region, of solutions, and from 
our side, what we see is a need 
to invest in climate-smart 
social services,” he added.
	 In her speech, DENR 
Undersecretary Analiza 
Rebuelta-Teh said the report 
underscores how damaged 
ecosystems and worsening 
climate hazards directly 
endanger children’s well-
being.
	 She emphasized 
the urgent need to integrate 
children’s rights into climate Continued on page 2...

By Marita Moaje

MANILA – The Department 
of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) and 
UNICEF Philippines urged 
stronger child-focused climate 
action as a new climate 
landscape analysis showed that 
Filipino children are among 
the most climate-vulnerable in 
the world.
	 During Tuesday’s 
launch of the Climate 
Landscape Analysis for 
Children (CLAC) in the 
Philippines in Quezon 
City, UNICEF highlighted 
that Filipino children face 
mounting threats to their 
health, nutrition, education, 
water, and safety.
	 “The CLAC is 
interesting in the sense that it 
identified the climate-related 
shocks and disaggregated that 
by the different regions in 
the Philippines, but also the 
vulnerabilities of children and 
overlaid those,” said Behzad 
Noubary, UNICEF Philippines 
Deputy Representative.
	 “You see exactly what 
is the climate risk to children 

CLIMATE ACTION FOR KIDS. UNICEF Representative to the Philippines, Kyungsun 
Kim, presents the Climate Landscape Analysis for Children (CLAC) in the Philippines 
during its launch in Quezon City on Tuesday (Nov. 25, 2025). The CLAC report outlines 
environmental risks, institutional responses, and opportunities to better protect children 
from climate threats. (PNA photo by Marita Moaje)

MONITORING INFRA PROJECTS. The Davao River Bridge or Bucana Bridge in this undated photo. Presidential Communications 
Office (PCO) Acting Secretary Dave Gomez on Tuesday (Nov. 25, 2025) urged the public to keep track of the infrastructure projects of 
the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) through the newly launched, enhanced transparency portal. (Photo courtesy 
of DPWH)


