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Cavite Career Caravan brings 
opportunities to residents of Noveleta
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By Patricia Bermudez

LUCBAN, Quezon (PIA) – 
Various sectors have raised 
alarm over the rising number 
of pre-adolescent mothers 
in CALABARZON,  citing 
possible cases of abuse. Continued on page 3...

	 During the ‘Dagyaw 
sa CALABARZON’ open 
governance forum,  Ronald 
Amora, Social Welfare Officer 
from the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) Region IV-A cited 
cases of minor mothers giving 

birth to babies fathered by 
significantly older men.
	 “If we look at it, these 
are not just data. We are talking 
about sexual abuse. What kind 
of person would have sex with 
someone far older than them? 

PSA urges public to provide 
accurate data in surveys for 
better policy development
By Cecille Maloles

CALAMBA CITY 
(PIA) — The Philippine 
Statistics Authority (PSA) 
CALABARZON is urging the 

public to actively participate 
and provide accurate 
information in official surveys 
as part of this year’s celebration 
of the 36th National Statistics 
Month (NSM).

	 Lou Darlence O. 
Mitra, Statistical Specialist 
II of PSA CALABARZON, 
emphasized the importance 
of truthful responses in data 

Continued on page 3...

brought together 35 
local companies and 4 
international employers, 
offering a wide range of job 
opportunities to a total of 
176 registered jobseekers, 
23 of whom were hired on 
the spot.
	 N a t i o n a l 
government agencies such 
as PSA, OWWA, DTI, 
BIR, SSS, Pag-IBIG Fund, 

Continued on page 3...

THE Office of the Provincial 
Public Employment Service 
Manager (OPPESM), 
headed by Ms. Rizalie 
Pinpin Enero, in partnership 
with the local government 
of Noveleta under the 
leadership of Mayor Davey 
Reyes Chua, successfully 
organized the Cavite Career 
Caravan on October 3 at 
Noveleta Town Plaza.
	 The initiative 

Dagyaw sa CALABARZON 
sounds alarm on ‘child mothers’
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Filipinos safe from 
magnitude 6.7 quake in 
Papua New Guinea – DFA

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA – The Philippines 
is closely monitoring the 
situation of Filipinos in Papua 
New Guinea after a magnitude 
6.7 earthquake struck its 
second largest city Lae on Oct. 
7.
	 In a statement on 
Wednesday, the Department 
of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
reported that the Filipino 
community in Lae City and 
surrounding areas are safe 
from the tremor.
	 “No damage was 
reported in Lae. According 
to the Philippine Embassy in 
Port Moresby, the Filipino 
community in Lae City and 
surrounding areas are safe,” it 
said.
	 “The Department 
is closely monitoring the 
situation, in coordination with 
the Philippine Embassy.”
	 Citing the Philippine 

Embassy in Port Moresby, 
the DFA said the capital also 
experienced a magnitude 5.0 
earthquake on the same day.
	 Based on its latest 
data, there are 36,000 Filipinos 
living and working in Papua 
New Guinea.
Mt. Everest blizzard
	 The DFA also said no 
Filipino national was among 
the hikers reported stranded 
during the blizzard on Mt. 
Everest.
	 Nearly a thousand 
people were left trapped 
following the heavy snow 
on the Tibetan slopes of Mt. 
Everest over the weekend, 
prompting massive rescue 
efforts. Local reports said at 
least one died.
	 As of Wednesday, 
all stranded hikers have been 
rescued and have arrived 
safely in Qudeng Township 
and nearby areas. (PNA)
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	 “Maraming mag-
aaral ang nakakaranas ng 
bullying o kaya ay nade-
depress. Binabantayan din 
natin ang mental health ng 
ating kabataan. Magdagdag 
tayo ng mga school counselors 
na magsisilbing sanggunian at 
gabay nila,” the President said.
	 The President’s 
directive underscores the 
pressing issues faced by 
the Philippine education 
system. Data from the 2018 
Programme for International 
Student Assessment (PISA) 
revealed that the Philippines 
ranked close to the bottom 
for reading, mathematics, and 
science. On the other hand, it 
is among the countries with 
prevalent issues on school 
bullying.
	 This concern 
was reinforced in a 2024 
discussion paper of the Second 
Congressional Commission on 
Education (EDCOM II), which 
described the Philippines as the 
‘bullying capital of the world.’ 
The report revealed that 63 
percent of Grade 5 pupils 
reported experiencing various 
forms of bullying – ranging 
from harassment, exclusion 
by their peers, physical harm, 
and, in some instances, the 
subject of malicious rumors.
	 Similarly, a 2019 
UNICEF report found that 
almost half of Filipino 
children aged 13 to 17 had 

experienced cyberviolence or 
online bullying.
	 Like other forms of 
abuse, online bullying has 
devastating effects on the 
emotional and physical well-
being of youngsters who are 
vulnerable and can access the 
internet very easily, and are 
becoming targets of online 
violence.
	 The Department 
of Education (DepEd) 
CALABARZON is now 
facing a challenge that goes 
far beyond managing classes 
and improving lesson plans. 
It must ensure that every child 
under its care is safe from 
abuse – both online and in real 
life.
	 Data from DepEd 
CALABARZON revealed that 
around 16 cases of bullying 
were reported during the first 
quarter of School Year 2025-
2026. Of these, 11 cases 
have already been resolved 
at the school-level, while the 
rest remain under evaluation 
by their respective Schools 
Division Offices.
	 Rochelle May Nisola, 
Focal Person for Learner Rights 
and Protection, explained that 
DepEd CALABARZON has 
put in place a mechanism to 
help schools properly report 
and document bullying cases.
	 “We have initiated 
a reporting mechanism for 
schools where they fill out 

from page 8DepEd... forms to report the status 
of these cases: if they have 
already been resolved or 
referred to other agencies.”
Compensating the shortage
However, DepEd 
acknowledges that the shortage 
of mental health professionals 
has worsened the situation 
with many students facing 
mental health concerns such as 
depression and bullying.
	 “Of course hindi 
enough [‘yung bilang ng 
guidance counsellors] kasi 
mahirap mag-cater ng ilang 
bata na involved sa bullying 
cases. We cannot deny 
the shortage of registered 
guidance counselors dahil 
nasa data natin, maraming 
items pero kaunti ‘yung naga-
aaply dahil na rin sa demand,” 
Nisola added.
	 In CALABARZON, 
registered guidance counselors 
are often assigned to more 
than one school in an effort for 
make up for the shortage of 
mental health professionals.
	 As of 2022, Education 
Secretary Juan Edgardo 
Angara reported that there are 
only 4,069 licensed guidance 
counselors in the country, a far 
cry to the more than 50,000 
counselors needed to meet the 
recommended global ratio of 
one counselor for every 250 
students.
	 This problem is 
even more pronounced in 
CALABARZON, where only 

about 50 licensed guidance 
counselors are tasked to serve 
over three million students 
across 6,000 schools.
	 “‘Yung shortage hindi 
natin made-deny kasi sa data 
namin, maraming items pero 
kaunti ang naga-apply dahil 
sa requirements. Maraming 
unfilled positions [na] 
guidance counselors.”
	 Many positions for 
mental health professionals, 
such as guidance counselors, 
remain vacant despite its 
Salary Grade 11 classification, 
which offers a monthly pay of 
Php 30,024.
	 “Sa view ng regional 
office, ang mga guidance 
counselor ang may direct 
contact sa ating learners may it 
be registered or designate lang. 
Kung paano nila pinag-aralan 
yung approach, it matters kasi 
sila yung well trained sa pag 
facilitate ng conversations 
with the students kasi alam 
nila kung paano ihandle kasi 
hindi lang siya basta pag-
uusap nang hindi mati-tigger 
yung bata.”
	 Under Republic Act 
9258, or the Guidance and 
Counseling Act of 2004, 
guidance counselors are 
required to obtain a master’s 
degree in Guidance and 
Counseling, pass the licensure 
exam administered by the 
Professional Regulatory Board 
of Guidance and Counseling 
(PRBGC), and secure a license 

as a Registered Guidance 
Counselor (RGC).
	 In the meantime, 
registered and designated 
guidance counselors in the 
region continue to undergo 
training to provide quality 
mental health support to 
students.
	 “We are providing 
continuous training for 
registered guidance counselors 
and for our designates, so they 
will have the knowledge on 
handling such child protection 
concerns.”
	 DepEd clarified that 
these designates are well-
versed in child protection 
policies and mental health 
program, including conducting 
risk assessment for students.
	 “This will help us 
identify students who have a 
history of suicidal attempts or 
abuse. Guidance designates 
are also very important in our 
mental health programs.”
	 With the passage of 
Republic Act 12080, more 
commonly known as the Basic 
Education Mental Health 
and Well-Being Promotion 
Act, DepEd CALABARZON 
expects to hire more registered 
guidance counselors to better 
address cases of bullying and 
other child protection concerns 
in the region. (PB/PIA4A)

program was the insightful 
revisiting of Republic Act 
11861 or the Expanded Solo 
Parents Welfare Act, presented 
in an engaging talk show, 
panel discussion, and Q&A 
forum. The session was led by 
resource speakers Ms. Aleli 
M. Ramento and Ms. Jenelyn 

L. Dino, both Social Insurance 
Officers III, alongside Mr. 
Allen Jay Sablayan from the 
National Clustered Trade 
Industry Development 
Assistance (NC TIDA) of DTI, 
who shed light on the law’s 
benefits and implementation.
	 Adding a touch of 

from page 8Solo... creativity and fun, the“Solo 
Parent Got Talent” segment 
showcased the remarkable 
skills and artistry of solo 
parents. The panel of judges—
Mr. Mark Lester Carada, 
Planning Officer II; Ms. 
Beverly Y. Alvaran, Executive 
Assistant II; and Ms. Marife V. 
Bautista—had the delightful 

task of evaluating the vibrant 
performances.
	  Ms. Angelina 
Martinez-San Pedro also 
moved the audience with her 
heartfelt testimony, sharing 
her inspiring journey as a solo 
parent. The event concluded 
with the awarding of winners 
and a warm closing message 

from Ms. Kareen Bagtas, 
President of the Cavite Solo 
Parents Provincial Federation, 
Inc. (CSPPFI), who expressed 
deep gratitude to all supporters 
and participants.---R.Dones 
(Cavite PIO)

with the Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA) or PhilSys.
	 Igharas explains: 
“There is no priority as to who 
gets the MySSS Card first. 
For example, if any existing 
member wants to apply 
online through My.SSS, their 

application will go through 
validation, then proceed to the 
bank. The bank will handle 
the release, depending on the 
member’s chosen bank. There 
is no prioritization.”
	 Applications must 
be filed online directly 

from page 8SSS... with the My.SSS Member 
Portal account or through 
the Participating Financial 
Institution (PFI).
	 Once members have 
acquired their new card, it shall 
automatically become default 
their disbursement account. 
Proceeds of benefits, including 

any monthly pension received, 
loans, and other active payouts 
to other active payouts 
previously credited to other 
disbursements accounts with 
the agency, will be redirected 
to the MySSS Card account.
	 This initiative 
supports President Ferdinand 

R. Marcos Jr.’s commitment 
to strengthen social protection, 
safeguard the welfare of 
Filipinos, and provide greater 
ease and care for SSS members 
and pensioners. (CO/PIA4A)

Qualified teachers, non-teaching staff to receive 2023 PBB
By Stephanie Sevillano

MANILA – Qualified public 
school teachers and non-
teaching personnel are set to 
receive their 2023 Performance-
Based Bonus (PBB), the 
Department of Education 
(DepEd) and the Department 
of Budget and Management 
(DBM) announced Tuesday.
	 In a statement, 
Education Secretary Sonny 
Angara commended the efforts 

of the DBM and the Inter-
Agency Task Force on the 
Harmonization of National 
Government Performance 
Monitoring, Information and 
Reporting Systems (AO25 Task 
Force) following the approval 
of the bonus’ release.
	 “This bonus is a 
testament to their unwavering 
dedication. We thank our 
partners in government for their 
continued support in uplifting 
the teaching profession,” he 

said.
	 The approval was 
granted as DepEd’s teaching 
and non-teaching personnel 
garnered around 80 points in 
the assessment for eligibility 
criteria, qualifying them for the 
highest PBB rate, according to 
the DBM.
	 This rating corresponds 
to 52 percent of the eligible 
personnel’s monthly basic 
salary — higher than the 48.75 
percent and 45.5 percent granted 

in 2022 and 2021, respectively.
	 DBM Secretary 
Amenah Pangandaman likewise 
expressed her appreciation to 
those behind the education 
sector.
	 “The approval of 
the 2023 PBB for the DepEd 
workforce reflects our shared 
commitment to recognize 
the hard work and vital 
contributions of our educators 
to national development,” she 
said.

	 For the 2023 PBB 
disbursement, the DBM will 
coordinate with the DepEd 
for the issuance of Special 
Allotment Release Orders and 
Notices of Cash Allocation.
	 The DBM is expected 
to notify DepEd’s regional and 
division offices once the budget 
is ready for release.
	 The DepEd earlier 
announced that the 2023 PBB 
may be released by year-end. 
(PNA)
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from page 1 Cavite...
and TESDA were also at 
the Cavite Career Caravan 
to help applicants and 
Noveleta residents update 
their records. The Bank 
of the Philippine Islands 

also offered valuable job 
opportunities.
	 To encourage 
community participation, 
Mayor Chua went live on 
Facebook during the event, 

providing real-time updates 
reflecting his commitment to 
keeping the public informed 
and engaged, ensuring that 
residents had access to the 
latest event details.
	 Mayor Chua also 

expressed his heartfelt 
gratitude to Governor Abeng 
Remulla, OPPESM, and all 
partner organizations and 
agencies that contributed 
to the success of the Cavite 
Career Caravan. Their 

collaborative efforts ensured 
the smooth execution of the 
event and its positive impact 
on the local community.--
-F.Tamio (Cavite PIO)

gathering activities, noting 
that the information collected 
by enumerators serves as the 
foundation for evidence-based 
policymaking and program 
development.
	 “Hinihikayat po natin 
ang lahat na makibahagi 
sa mga aktibidad para sa 
pagdiriwang ng National 
Statistics Month. Lahat po tayo 
ay may bahagi—maging ang 
mga nasa bahay. Kapag may 
kumatok pong enumerator, 
sana po ay malugod 
ninyo silang tanggapin at 

magbigay ng tapat at tamang 
impormasyon. Mahalaga po 
ang mga datos na ito dahil 
ito ang nagiging batayan sa 
pagbuo ng mga programa at 
polisiya ng ating pamahalaan 
para sa kapakinabangan ng 
lahat,” said Mitra.
	 Mitra also noted that 
agencies such as the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) 
utilize PSA data in formulating 
economic and financial 
policies, highlighting the wide-
ranging impact of accurate 
statistical information.

from page 1PSA... 	 As of July 1, 
2024, the population of 
CALABARZON reached 
16,933,234, while the total 
population of the Philippines 
stood at 112,709,484. Based on 
the 2020 Census, the number 
of males remains higher than 
that of females nationwide.
	 Observed nationwide 
every October, the National 
Statistics Month aims to 
promote, enhance, and instill 
awareness of the importance 
of statistics across different 
sectors of society. The 
Philippines remains the only 

country in the world that holds 
a month-long celebration 
dedicated to statistics—out of 
103 countries, 98 celebrate a 
“Statistics Day” while only 
four observe a “Statistics 
Week.”
	 PSA CALABARZON 
has lined up various NSM 
activities, including the NSM 
Awards, which recognize 
outstanding participation 
from government and private 
organizations, regional offices, 
youth groups, and local 
government units in promoting 
statistical awareness.

	 “The PSA is thankful 
to all agencies and LGUs for 
their support and cooperation 
in advancing statistical 
programs,” Mitra added.
	 The PSA reiterates 
that every citizen plays a 
vital role in nation-building 
by providing truthful data—
because accurate statistics 
lead to better programs and 
services for all Filipinos. 
(Cecille Maloles/PIA4A)

(Screen grab from PTV)

BOC to investigate Brice Hernandez’s luxury vehicles
By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA – The Bureau of 
Customs (BOC) on Wednesday 
revealed that it will also be 
looking at the luxury vehicles 
that have been surrendered 
by former Department of 
Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH)-Bulacan Assistant 
District Engineer Brice 
Ericson Hernandez before the 
Independent Commission for 
Infrastructure (ICI).
	 At the Bagong 
Pilipinas Ngayon briefing, 
lawyer Chris Bendijo, Deputy 
Chief of Staff of the Office 
of the Commissioner of the 
Bureau of Customs (BOC), 
said aside from the former 
Bulacan official, they will also 
conduct investigation on other 
DPWH employees, whom he 
did not identify.
	 “Regarding the 
details, we are looking into 
something –the ones that have 
been surrendered to ICI, the 
vehicles of Brice Hernandez, 
the Commissioner is also 
looking into the taxes that have 
been paid here and in addition 
to that, we have something 
else, some other DPWH 

employees who have reports, 
the BOC is also looking into 
that,” Bendijo added.
	 He also reported 
that the BOC is currently 
evaluating the responses of 
some bureau employees that 
have been issued show cause 
orders regarding the ongoing 
investigation on luxury 
vehicles linked to the flood 
control mess.
	 “Apart from that, 
the Commissioner (Ariel 
Nepomuceno) has also 
mentioned that we have issued 
show cause orders to the BOC 
employees who appear in the 
document that was part of the 
entry of the smuggled items, 
so we are asking them to 
explain,” Bendijo said.
	 “As far as I know, 
some of them have already 
submitted their explanations 
and they are currently being 
evaluated because what the 
commissioner said is very 
clear, we will not spare 
anybody from this. We regret 
that they are part of the 
Commission, but we need to 
do something to restore the 
public’s trust in the BOC,” he 
added.

	 The BOC official 
also clarified that they are 
only investigating items that 
involved importation.
	 “Those covered by 
our investigation are only 
those goods that are going 
through importation and not 
the total ill-gotten wealth of 
the personalities mentioned in 
the investigations,” he said.
	 Last month, 
Hernandez turned over to the 
ICI two luxury vehicles --a 
black GMC Yukon Denali 
sports utility vehicle (SUV) 
and Lamborghini Urus worth 
millions of pesos.
	 President Ferdinand 
R. Marcos Jr. created the ICI 
to investigate the supposed 
corruption on flood control 
projects.
	 Meanwhile, Alyansa 
ng Bantay sa Kapayapaan 
at Demokrasya (ABKD) 
Chairperson Emeritus Dr. Jose 
Antonio Goitia praised the 
Chief Executive for taking a 
firm and fearless stand against 
corruption and inefficiency, 
calling his actions a “renewal 
of moral governance” that 
restores confidence in public 
institutions.

	 “The President’s 
message is simple but 
powerful. No money should 
go to waste, and no one should 
be above the law. That kind of 
leadership earns the trust of 
the people,” he said.
	 Goitia said these 
reforms are not mere words 
but concrete steps toward 
genuine reform.
	 He said simplifying 
government processes and 
improving coordination 
among agencies will reduce 
duplication, red tape, and 

waste.
	 “This administration 
isn’t just talking about change. 
It’s doing the work. For the 
first time in years, there’s a 
clear sense of direction and 
discipline. Every project is 
now measured by how much 
it helps ordinary Filipinos,” he 
added.
	 On Tuesday, the BOC 
submitted to the ICI documents 
relevant to the commission’s 
ongoing investigations, 
including the case involving 
the Discaya family. (PNA)

Sa Barangay (PSB) officers 
to lead community-based 
awareness campaigns on rape 
incidents.
	 Police Captain 
Lovelyn Lalunio, chief of PRO 
CALABARZON’s Women 
and Children Section said 
Project LUKAS strengthened 
mechanisms for reporting and 
addressing abuse cases.
	 “It’s also the reason 
reported rape cases in the 
region increased. But we see 
it as a good thing because 
this program empowered the 

Dagyaw... from page 1

This is a form of sexual abuse, 
this is statutory rape.”
	 Citing data from the 
Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics report from the 
Philippine Statistics Authority, 
Amora noted that around 
16,543 of 34,749 live births 
by 17 year old mothers are 
fathered by men aged 20 to 29 
years old.
	 Meanwhile, six (6) 
births by girls aged 16 years 
were fathered by men aged 
between 60 to 69 years.

	 “As the number of 
young women aged 15 to 19 
years decline, it’s alarming 
that the number of very young 
mothers aged 10 to 14 years is 
rising.”
	 In 2023, the 
CALABARZON Police 
Regional Office (PRO) 
launched the Project 
L.U.K.A.S. (Labanan, 
Umaksyon, Kausapin ang 
buong Pamilya, Abusadong 
Rapist ay Sama-samang 
Pigilan’), designating Pulis 

victims to come forward and 
report their experiences.”
	 Dr. Marissa Esperal, 
Vice President for Research, 
Extension, Production, 
Development, and Innovation 
at the Southern Luzon 
State University noted the 
importance of enforcing 
families as a strong unit for 
preserving life and providing 
safe spaces for children.
	 “It’s saddening that 
some of these [abuse] cases 
happen within the family. The 
problem is systemic, and there 

is a need for us to address the 
different units in the society.”
	 US-based anti-sexual 
violence organization Rape, 
Abuse, & Incest National 
Network (RAINN) reported 
that 34 percent of rape cases 
involved perpetrators who 
were family members.
	 “Our programs should 
prioritize families, and re-
educate families on their 
purpose as a unit, preserving 
life and providing a safe 
space.” Esperal added.  (PB/
PIA4A)
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NEWSWEEKLY

Back to reliable basics
AMID these shifts by major 
economies, the Philippines 
reiterated its commitment 
to science- and evidence-
based, transformative climate 
solutions.
	 In stunning reversals, 
the United States and the United 
Kingdom have taken steps to 
roll back climate legislation 
that has proven impractical, 
with targets nearly impossible 
to achieve. The shift toward 
conventional and affordable 
fuel should serve as a model 
for developing nations, rather 
than forcing them to adopt 
renewable technologies that 
are costly and, in many cases, 
unsustainable.
	 The UK’s Conservative 
Party, or Tories, has pledged to 
replace the country’s climate 
legislation with a strategy 
for “cheap and reliable” 
energy. Party leader Kemi 
Badenoch announced plans 
to scrap the Climate Change 
Act, introduced by the Labor 
government in 2008, which 
committed the UK to reducing 
emissions by 80 percent by 
2050 through five-year carbon 
budgets.
	 Under Badenoch’s 
proposal, the “failed targets” 
would be scrapped and replaced 
with an energy strategy that 
puts “cheap and reliable energy 
as the foundation for economic 
growth.” Further, Badenoch 
said: “We want to leave a 
cleaner environment for our 
children, but not by bankrupting 
the country,” Badenoch said. 
“Our priority now is growth, 
cheaper energy, and protecting 
the natural landscapes we all 
love.”
	 Badenoch has 
previously said it is 
“impossible” for the UK to meet 
its net-zero targets and vowed 
to “maximize extraction” of 
oil and gas in the North Sea. 
She also said she discussed 
the issue with US President 
Donald Trump during a state 
dinner at Windsor Castle. 

Trump reportedly praised her 
speech in Aberdeen, saying, “I 
hear you and me [sic] agree on 
so many things.”
	 The Trump 
administration has likewise 
moved to scrap the 
Endangerment Finding — 
a key foundation of US 
climate policy that gave the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency authority to regulate 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
Established in 2009 under 
the Obama administration, 
the ruling was based on a 
2007 Supreme Court decision 
declaring that carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gases 
pose a threat to public health 
and welfare.
	 If repealed, it would gut 
the US government’s ability to 
regulate emissions and weaken 
future climate protections, 
including standards for vehicles 
and methane from oil and gas 
operations. Trump’s camp 
argues that the Clean Air Act 
was never intended to regulate 
global climate pollutants and 
should be limited to addressing 
local or regional health hazards.
	 Amid these shifts 
by major economies, the 
Philippines reiterated its 
commitment to science- and 
evidence-based, transformative 
climate solutions. President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., speaking 
at the 46th ASEAN plenary, 
said climate finance must be 
accessible and adequate for 
developing countries most 
affected by extreme weather 
events.
	 While the Philippines 
is among the world’s most 
disaster-prone nations, it still 
requires reliable and affordable 
energy to sustain growth — a 
challenge given the intermittent 
supply from renewable sources.
	 The policy reversals 
of two of the world’s most 
developed nations should 
provide food for thought in the 
global climate debate. (TD)

ng isa sa kanila ang tawag ng 
isa pa na umiiyak at nagsabing 
patay na si Recca, hindi agad 
makapaniwala ang tinawagan. 
Kahit noong sinabing pupunta 
na ang pamilya para kunin ang 
bangkay, umasa ang tinawagan 
na mistaken identity lang, hindi 
si Recca ang patay. Naisip 
pa niyang pagtatawanan nila 
ni Recca ang kwento sa 
hinaharap. Pero hindi nagtagal 
at bumuhos ang text, mensahe 
sa Facebook, at maging 
larawan. Sa dulo, napagtanto 
niyang hindi pala talaga niya 
naisip na mamamatay si Recca 
– na puno ng buhay, puno ng 
kapasyahan at lakas, at puno 
ng saya. Lagi niyang iniisip na 
magkikita pa sila ni Recca at 
magkakasama nang matagal.
	 Pero hindi man 
handa ang mga kaibigan 
niya, handa si Recca. May 
pagdadalawang-isip man 
siyang ipinakita, malinaw ang 
pagpapasya niya. Mula pa sa 
pagiging malambot ang puso 
at minsa’y mababaw ang luha 
pagdating sa mga maralita at 
nangangailangan. Sa pagiging 
masigasig na propagandista, 
organisador, at edukador sa 
kampus. Sa masaya at matalas 
na pakikipagpulong para sa 
pagsusulong ng pakikibaka. Sa 
walang takot na pangunguna 
sa mga protesta, kahit may 
banta ng dispersal at pag-
aresto. Sa paglubog sa masang 
manggagawa at magsasaka. 
Sa pagsuong sa maraming 
sakripisyo at pagpapakumbaba. 
Sa pagtitiwala sa masa at 
optimismo sa pakikibaka.
	 Hanggang sa noong 
2003, nagpasya si Recca 
na sumapi sa New People’s 
Army o NPA. Bisaya siya,

Ipagpapatuloy...

Flame of Recca
dumadaan siya?
	 Mahilig siya sa 
musika at magaling kumanta. 
Nakikipag-usap siya sa isang 
kaibigan nang maghapon 
tungkol sa musika – na tipong 
“jologs” para sa iba. Paborito 
niya si Patti Austin, at isa sa 
unang hinanap niya sa Youtube 
ang “Through the Test of 
Time” sa isang dalaw. Kapag 
may videoke, nakikipag-duet 
siya ng “Especially for You” ni 
Kylie Minogue, at kapag wala, 
ng “I’m Real” nina Jennifer 
Lopez at Ja Rule. Romantik 
para sa kanya ang “Underneath 
the Stars” ni Mariah Carey 
at pinakamalungkot naman 
ang “The Day You Went 
Away” ni Wendy Matthews. 
Malinaw niyang nasabi sa 
isang kaibigan na gusto niyang 
mapatugtog ang “Breathless” 
ng The Corrs sa burol niya.
	 Kakatwa iyun, ang 
hilig niya at mga kaibigan 
niyang aktibista na pag-usapan 
ang kani-kanilang burol. 
Biruan nila ang pagkakaroon 
ng “parangal picture” kapag 
maganda ang isang larawan. 
Kung ano ang mga kantang 
papatugtugin at tema, pati kung 
sinu-sino ang dapat magsalita. 
Parang may unawaan na 
magandang parangal lang ang 
kagyat na maibibigay ng isa’t 
isa sa mamamatay, at ang 
bawat isa’y mamamatay nang 
kasimbigat ng Sierra Madre, 
wika nga. Pero may isa pa 
silang katuwaang pangarap: 
Sama-samang magretiro sa 
kung saang palayan, may 
maggagantsilyo, magpapakain 
ng manok. Sobrang mahal 
nila ang isa’t isa, gusto 
nilang makita ang isa’t isa na 
tumanda.
	 Kaya noong natanggap 

PART 1

Isa siyang magaan, masaya 
at maliwanag na presensya 
sa mga taong nakapaligid 
sa kanya. Sa kanyang mga 
magulang, na dumulog at 
namanata kay Sto. Niño para 
sa kalusugan niya. Sa kanyang 
ate, na lubos ang suporta sa 
kanya mula pagiging aktibista 
hanggang pamumundok. Sa 
kanyang mga batchmates 
sa Manila Science High 
School, na noong pabiro 
niyang sinabing “Hindi na 
ako aalis basta ibili ninyo 
ako ng franchise ng French 
Baker” ay sumang-ayon, pero 
nabigong pumigil sa kanya. Sa 
kanyang mga kapwa-aktibista 
sa kampus na giliw na giliw sa 
kanya, na ang ilan, kapanalig 
na’t lahat, ay pumigil rin sa 
kanyang umalis. “What about 
friendship?” tanong ng iba sa 
kanila.
	 Kakaiba siyang 
karakter, at napakarami 
ng alaala sa kanya ng mga 
napalapit. Nakilala siya ng 
isang kapwa-aktibista sa debut 
ng isang kaibigan nila pareho, 
sumasayaw ng “Miami” ni 
Will Smith at “Sweetheart” 
ni Mariah Carey. Masayahin 
siya, bungisngis, at malambing 
magsalita. Maganda siya, pero 
hindi iyung tawag-pansin, 
kundi iyung tumitining sa 
pagtagal. Maaliwalas ang 
mga ngiti at ngumingiti rin 
ang mga mata. Huwag kang 
magkamaling pindutin ang 
ilong dahil hahabulin ka niya 
at sasapakin nang paulit-ulit 
sa balikat, na ikinakatuwa ng 
marami niyang tagahanga. 
Parang lagi siyang may 
matamis na cologne. O iyung 
paligid lang ba iyun kapag 

Photo courtesy of Daily Tribune
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SCC Exhibit: Hibla ng 
Kamalayan launched in Cavite

DA Calabarzon backs 
Cavite MSME to gain 
market exposure

we are already catching 
tuna, and I thought of an 
alternative to meat,” she 
said.
	 “I started selling 
with friends, family, and 
colleagues, and they were 
surprised that the texture 
is tuna, but the taste suited 
them like beef or pork 
because of the effect of the 
marinating solution,” she 
added.
	 Like any other start-
up business, Castillo finds 
it challenging to sell it to 
the right market. But that 
changed when she walked 
into a booth of DA in a 
trade expo and tried to look 
at their brochure.
	 “I thought DA was 
only for rice farmers, but 
as they explained, they 
also support fisherfolk and 
like my line of business. 
They asked me to fill out 
the Farmers and Fisherfolk 
Enterprise Development 
Information System 
(FFEDIS). I started with 
DA just this year in May,” 
Castillo shared.
	 Through the DA 
programs, Castillo’s 
business gained exposure in 
different trade fair events, 

including Solenad, Manila 
Foods and Beverages Expo 
(Mafbex), and World Food 
expo (Wofex), where she 
connected with potential 
buyers and distributors.
	 “With my recent 
experience at Wofex, it 
was really overwhelming,” 
she said. “We got leads 
and open opportunities to 
capture potential buyers. 
Our market study shows 
our products appeal to the 
middle and upper classes.”
	 Her marinated tuna 
products retail at P290 for 
a 350-gram pack. Castillo 
said that DA Calabarzon 
Agribusiness and Marketing 
Assistance Service (AMAS) 
helped her promote her 
business without any cost.
	 “For those of us 
that don’t have a big capital 
and marketing budget, 
joining expos is such a 
big opportunity,” she said. 
“I thank the government 
program for the continuous 
support and efficiency, 
and I also encourage other 
MSMEs to just reach out 
because the government is 
willing to support.” (KA 
PIA4A)

Photo courtesy of Cavite PIO

Photo courtesy of PIA

at CvSU Historical and 
Cultural Museum in 
Indang, Cavite, displaying 
flamboyant visual arts 
alongside the museum’s 
collection of diverse crafts 
that mirrors the expression 
and identity of the artists 
behind.
	 In her opening 
remarks, Dr. Ma. Agnes 
Nuestro, CvSU President, 
shared how deeply 
connected the event is 
to their goals and to 

the province’s cultural 
landscape.
	 “This exhibit is 
especially meaningful here 
in Cavite, a province not 
only rich in vibrant traditions 
and artistic expression, but 
also known as the historical 
capital of the Philippines.”, 
Dr. Nuestro said. She also 
highlighted the vital role of 
cultural understanding in 
strengthening community 
engagement and ties.
	 Hon. Ivee Jayne 

	 After an early 
retirement, Castillo 
continued her passion in 
product development and 
founded Tunamazing World 
Fish Processing Food in 
2023, a small business 
producing value-added 
marinated frozen tuna like 
tocino, sisig, and tapa.
	 “My comfort zone is 
in creating products, since 

participation in trade shows, 
gaining her market exposure 
and new opportunities.
	 “I thought that I 
would not get anything 
from the government but 
to pay taxes,” Castillo said. 
“But I was wrong. All you 
need to do is just reach out 
and make extra effort to 
know the government will 
provide help,” Castillo said.

By Kristianne Andrade

For 30 years in the private 
sector, Rinna Castillo 
thought she just paid taxes 
to the government without 
getting anything in return. 
Her perception changed 
when she reached out to the 
Department of Agriculture 
(DA) Calabarzon, which 
gave her tuna start-up free 

Reyes, 5th District Board 
Member and Committee 
Chair on Tourism, Arts, 
Heritage, and Public 
Information, likewise, 
extended her heartfelt 
gratitude to the esteemed 
guests and lauded the SCC 
members. BM Reyes also 
acknowledged the support 
being extended by the 
NCCA to the local artists, 
providing them with an 
opportunity to reach a 
larger scale and platform 
to promote their arts and 
expressions. 
	 As she ended her 
keynote message, she 
reaffirmed the continued 
commitment of the PGC 
in nurturing arts, culture 
and heritage, on behalf 
of Governor Francisco 
Gabriel “Abeng” Remulla. 
“Manatili tayong 
makakultura, makabansa. 
Sabi nga po, maging 
proud sa kung saan tayo 
nagsimula.”, she reminded.
	 Subsequently, Ms. 
Marichu Tellano, NCCA 
Deputy Executive Director, 
underscored in her message 
of support that these 
creative works resonated 
with the artists’ “expression 
of passion, of identity.” 
	 The Artist Talk 

followed, with Mr. Noel San 
Andres, Executive Member 
of the National Committee 
on Visual Arts, sharing his 
insights and expertise on 
photography and mentioned 
the things that people need to 
consider to capture visually 
favorable output. As Mr. 
San Andres concluded his 
speech, he outlined that 
“Photographers first and 
most enduring role is as a 
cultural anchor.”
	 Mr. Joether 
Francisco, Associate 
Professor III and Chair 
of CvSU Historical and 
Culture Committee, warmly 
welcomed everyone to their 
museum, and emphasized 
their commitment and 
full support to the PGC’s 
initiatives and endeavors 
in enriching the culture and 
heritage. On a serious note, 
he extended their gratitude 
for “celebrating identity, 
creativity and pride in our 
shared heritage.”
	 Afterwards, a 
Ribbon-cutting Ceremony 
was held to officially mark 
the opening of the exhibit, 
inviting the attendees to 
explore the lineup of the 
well-curated arts and crafts 
of the local artists.---J.
Reyes (Cavite PIO)

TO further enrich and 
preserve arts, culture, and 
heritage, the National 
Commission on Culture and 
the Arts, through Regional 
Development Council Sub-
Committee on Culture, 
in partnership with the 
Provincial Government of 
Cavite and Cavite State 
University, officially opened 
the doors to the SCC Exhibit, 
bannering the theme “Hibla 
ng Kamalayan,” on October 
2. The event kicked off 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
DASMARIÑAS CITY, CAVITE

STERLING BANK OF ASIA INC.,
(A Savings Bank),
Petitioner-Mortgagee,				  

File No. FC-DC-1902-25
EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF REAL ESTATE 
MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED BY ACT 
4118

-versus-
						    
SPOUSES RUVIAN DIZON CAPULONG
AND 
JOHN EMMANUEL CAYABYAB CAPULONG,
Debtor/Mortgagor,
x--------------------x

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

	 Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, 
as amended by Act 4118 filed by the applicant/mortgagee, 
STERLING BANK OF ASIA INC., (A Savings Bank) with postal 
address at Sterling Bank Corporate Center, Ortigas Avenue, 
Greenhills, 1500 San Juan City, Philippines against the 
debtor/mortgagors SPOUSES RUVIAN DIZON CAPULONG 
AND JOHN EMMANUEL CAYABYAB CAPULONG with 
postal address at (1) Room 3, 34F, Archos Bldg., Lot 5 Block 
16, Zabarte, Brgy. Kaligayahan, Quezon City; (2) Lot 5 Block 
9, Phase 1, West Beverly Hills, Brgy. Langkaan, Dasmariñas, 
Cavite; and for the satisfaction of the mortgaged debt which 
as of AUGUST 18, 2025 amounts to FOUR MILLION TWO 
HUNDRED EIGHTY SEVEN THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED 
THIRTY ONE PESOS AND 91/100 (Php4,287,431.91), 
exclusive of all legal fees and expenses incidental to this 
foreclosure and sale, the undersigned sheriff will sell at public 
auction on NOVEMBER 04, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock in the 
morning or soon thereafter in the lobby of Branch 90, Regional 
Trial Court, Ground Floor, Dasmariñas Community Affairs 
(DASCA) Building, Congressional Road, Burol II, Dasmariñas 
City, Province of Cavite to the highest bidder and for CASH 
or CERTIFIED CHECK, in Philippine Currency, the following 
described real property together with all the buildings and 
other improvements existing thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 057-2023004690

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in BRGY. 
LANGKAAN, DASMARIÑAS, PROV. OF CAVITE, ISLAND 
OF LUZON, bounded and described as follows:
A PARCEL OF LAND (LOT 5 BLK. 9 OF THE CONS. SUBD. 
PLAN, PCS-04-020027, BEING A PORTION OF THE CONS. 
OF LOT 6915-B (LRC) PSD-299357; LOTS 3865-D-1, 
3865-D-2 & 3865-D-3, PSD-19984, L.R.C. REC. NO. 8843) 
SITUATED IN BRGY. LANKAAN, DASMARIÑAS, PROV. 

OF CAVITE, ISLAND OF LUZON. BOUNDED ON THE SE., 
ALONG LINE 1-2 BY LOT 6; ON THE SW., ALONG LINE 2-3 
BY LOT 3 BOTH OF BLK. 9; ON THE NW., ALONG LINE 3-4 
BY RD. LOT 12; AND ON THE NE., ALONG LINE 4-1 BY LOT 
7 BLK. 9, ALL OF THE CONS./SUBD. PLAN. BEGINNING 
AT A PT. MARKED “1” ON PLAN, BEING N. 34 DEG. 08’W., 
2215.67 M. FROM MON. NO. 91, IMUS ESTATE. THENCE S. 
57 DEG. 53’W., 8.00 M. TO PT. 2; N. 32 DEG. 07’W., 12.00 
M. TO PT. 3; N. 57 DEG. 53’E., 8.00 M. TO PT. 4; S. 32 DEG. 
07’E., 12.00 M. TO THE PT. OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 
AN AREA OF NINETY SIX (96) SQUARE METERS MORE 
OR LESS. ALL PTS. REFERRED TO ARE INDICATED ON 
THE PLAN AND ARE MARKED ON THE GROUND BY P.S. 
CYL. CONC. MONS. 15X60 CM; BEARINGS TRUE; DATE 
OF ORIG. SURVEY. JULY 27, 1905-JUNE 11, 1908 AND 
THAT OF THE CONS./SUBD. SURVEY. JULY 5-12, 2003 
AND WAS APPROVED ON APRIL 16, 2004.

is registered in accordance with the provision of the Property 
Registration Decree in the name of
Owner: RUVIAN D. CAPULONG MARRIED TO JOHN 
EMMANUEL C. CAPULONG, BOTH OF LEGAL AGE, 
FILIPINO
Address: 4/FLR. RM. 3 ARCHOS BLDG. LOT 5 BLK. 16 
ZABARTE, BRGY. KALIGAYAHAN, QUEZON CITY

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title of the said real property 
and the encumbrance thereon, if there be any.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above-stated time and date.

In the event that the public auction should not take place on 
the said date and time, it shall be held on NOVEMBER 18, 
2025, at the same time and place without further notice.

Dasmariñas City, Cavite, September 15, 2025.
					   
(Sgd.) ARLYN P. BARCELON
Sheriff IV

(Sgd.) ATTY. MARCELA L. BAYBAY
Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheriff

Copy furnished:
STERLING BANK OF ASIA INC., (A Savings Bank)
Sterling Bank Corporate Center, Ortigas Avenue, Greenhills, 
1500 San Juan City, Philippines

SPOUSES RUVIAN DIZON CAPULONG AND JOHN 
EMMANUEL CAYABYAB CAPULONG
(1) Room 3, 34F, Archos Bldg., Lot 5 Block 16, Zabarte, Brgy. 
Kaligayahan, Quezon City; 
(2) Lot 5 Block 9, Phase 1, West Beverly Hills, Brgy. Langkaan, 
Dasmariñas, Cavite

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly 
September 22, 29 & October 6, 2025

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
TRECE MARTIRES CITY

CHINA BANK SAVINGS INC.,
Mortgagee,
		
FORECLOSURE CASE NO. F-468-25

-versus-

MELODY F. DAQUIO,
Mortgagors/Borrowers.
x---------------x
NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 3135, 
as amended by Act 4118, filed by Mortgagee, CHINA 
BANK SAVINGS INC., with business address at CBS 
Building, No. 314 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Avenue, Makati City 
against the Mortgagors/Borrowers, MELODY F. DAQUIO 
with residence and postal address at Block 129, Lot 60, 
Phase 7, Carissa Homes, Punta 1, Tanza, Cavite; and 
at Lot 22, Block 20, Phirst Park Homes Tanza Phase 3, 
Brgy. Tanauan, Tanza, Cavite to satisfy the mortgage 
indebtedness as of June 16, 2025 amounts to TWO 
MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED TWENTY TWO THOUSAND 
THREE HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE PESOS and 96/100 
(P2,722,325.96) inclusive of interest, penalties and other 
charges of foreclosure, the undersigned Sheriff will set 
at public auction on October 07, 2025 at 10:00 o’clock 
in the morning until 12:00 noon at the main entrance of 
the Government Center Building located at the Provincial 
Capitol Compound, Trece Martires City, to the highest 
bidder for CASH and in Philippine Currency the following 
described property with all the improvements thereon, to 
wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 057-
2024009143

LOT NO: 22,	 BLOCK NO: 20,  	   PLAN NO: PSD-
04-248018
PORTION OF: BLOCK 20, PCS-04-030746
LOCATION:  BARANGAY OF TANAUAN, MUN. OF 
TANZA, PROVINCE OF CAVITE, ISLAND OF LUZON
BOUNDARIES:
LINE  DIRECTION  ADJOINING LOT(S)
1-2  WEST  LOT 24, BLOCK 20, PSD-04-248018
2-3  NORTH  ROAD LOT 12, PSD-04-248018
3-4  EAST  LOT 20, BLOCK 20, PSD-04-248018
4-1  SOUTH  LOT 19, BLOCK 20, PSD-04-248018
AREA:  SIXTY SIX (66) SQUARE METERS, MORE OR 
LESS

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on 
the above-stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date and time, it shall be held on OCTOBER 21, 2025 
without further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, September 09, 2025.

JOANNAH AVIGAIL C. TIMKANG
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:
CHINA BANK SAVINGS INC.,
CBS Building, No. 314 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Avenue, Makati 
City

BUENAVENTURA DANTING PAGTAKHAN 
CONSTANTINO MANGROBANG AND ASSOCIATES 
Counsel for the MORTGAGEE
12th Floor, China Bank Savings Building 314 Sen. Gil 
Puyat Ave., Makati City

MELODY F. DAQUIO 
Block 129, Lot 60, Phase 7, Carissa Homes, Punta 1, 
Tanza, Cavite; and at 
Lot 22, Block 20, Phirst Park Homes Tanza Phase 3, Brgy. 
Tanauan, Tanza, Cavite

WARNING: It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface 
or destroy this Notice of Extra Judicial Sale on or before 
the date of sale

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly
September 15, 22 & 29, 2025

ERRATUM

In our issue on September 15, 22 & 29, 2025 RE: 
CHINA BANK SAVINGS INC., vs. MELODY F. DAQUIO, 
JOANNAH AVIGAIL C. TIMKANG, Sheriff IV was 
erroneously printed as JOSELITO L. ARANDA Sheriff IV. 

Our Apology, 
Editor

Ang Caviteño Newsweekly 
October 6, 2025

Social media still go-to source of information 
during emergency, disasters – PSA
By Charmaine Odong

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna (PIA) – Majority of 
individuals in the Calabarzon region are turning to 
social media as their primary source of information 
during emergencies and disasters, according to the 
latest data from the Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA).
	 According to the 2024 National Information 
and Communications Technology Household Survey, 
71 percent of individuals aged 10 years old and over 
rely on social media for getting sources of information 
on emergency and disaster preparedness.
	 The Calabarzon region has a population of 
approximately 13.99 million individuals aged 10 years 
and above, the 2024 study indicates.
	 Meanwhile, social media is followed by 
television at 58.6 percent and emergency mobile alerts 
at 57.8 percent.
	 PSA Statistical Specialist Jan Irvin Mark Sison 
said that the study also indicates that mobile phones 
are considered by majority of respondents as the most 
effective and fastest means of receiving information 

especially during hazards and calamities.
	 “More than half or 54.8 percent of individuals 
aged 10 years and over considered their mobile device as 
the most effective means to receive information on how 
to make their household safe from natural disasters.”
	 The emergency alerts being sent to mobile 
phones are now becoming more widespread and used 
by the public, Sison said.
	 “Survey results showed that 79.2 percent of 
individuals aged 10 years and over in the region or 
approximately 4 out of 5 individuals have ever received 
an emergency mobile alert,” he adds.
	 Following emergency mobile alerts, individuals 
get their disaster information via personal networks at 
47.5 percent, barangay announcements at 46.2 percent, 
online publications at 8.4 percent, radio at 7.1 percent, 
and newspapers and magazines at 3.1 percent.
	 Given the rise of digital age and technology, 
PSA, DICT, and other national government bodies 
express approval on this study to plan a better disaster 
response and information dissemination, as they play 
a key role in delivering frontline services during 
emergencies and natural disasters. (CO/PIA-4A)
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Number of OFWs on death 
row drops from 60 to 25

Bill filed to modernize 
almost century-old Civil 
Registry Act

DOTr orders lifetime 
ban vs. driver who 
rammed student in Rizal

DA Calabarzon 
strengthens daily price 
index for agri commodities

By Marita Moaje

MANILA – The Department of Migrant Workers 
reported that the number of overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) currently on death row abroad has declined to 
25, from around 50 to 60 earlier this year.
	 In a news release Tuesday, Migrant Workers 
Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac assured continuous legal 
and diplomatic assistance to Filipinos facing capital 
punishment overseas.
	 “Every OFW is a part of our global Filipino 
family. We will continue to stand by them, fight for 
their rights, and seek justice and compassion wherever 
possible,” he said.
	 Cacdac attributed the decrease in the number 
of OFWs on death row to the Philippine governments 
sustained diplomatic engagements as well as the recent 
sentencing reforms in Malaysia that significantly 
reduced its death row population.
	 In July 2023, Malaysia abolished its Mandatory 
Death Penalty Act 2023 (Act 846) for certain serious 
crimes, and allowed judges to have the discretion to 
decide on sentencing for capital offenses, moving away 
from mandatory execution.
	 Instead of the death penalty, the new law 
allowed courts to impose sentences ranging from 30 to 
40 years in prison, along with a minimum of 12 strokes 
of whipping.
	 The law also allows for the review of existing 
death sentences.
	 This included cases of Filipino nationals 
sentenced to death.
	 Meanwhile, the DMW assured that it is in close 
coordination with the Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA), as well as with the Office of the President, to 
ensure that all 25 remaining OFWs on death row receive 
due process, has access to competent legal counsel, 
and is provided with all opportunities for clemency or 
sentence commutation.
	 Beyond legal aid, Cacdac said that the DMW 
also provides psychological, moral and financial 
support to the families of affected workers.
	 He added that it also continues to strengthen 
its pre-departure orientation for OFWs and its legal 
literacy programs to prevent similar cases in the future.
	 “These cases remind us of the importance of 
empowering our workers with knowledge and support. 
We remain committed to protecting every Filipino 
abroad — not only in times of success, but especially in 
times of hardship,” Cacdac said. (PNA)

By Zaldy De Layola

MANILA – Lawmakers on Tuesday filed a measure 
seeking to make birth, death and marriage registration 
fully digital, inclusive and accessible to all Filipinos.
	 House Bill No. 5213, also known as the 
Philippine Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 
(CRVS) Act, seeks to modernize the country’s civil 
registration system through a comprehensive reform of 
Republic Act No. 3753, or the Philippine Civil Registry 
Act of 1930, according to a news release.
	 It aligns with President Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr.’s Legislative-Executive Development Advisory 
Council agenda for Public Administration and Civil 
Services.
	 The measure envisions a fully digital, inclusive 
and responsive CRVS system that guarantees universal 
registration of births, deaths and marriages.
	 It will include other acts, events, decrees and 
issuances affecting the civil status of persons in the 
Philippines, and of all Filipino citizens abroad, while 
strengthening the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) 
as the lead implementing agency.
	 Under the measure filed by Tingog Party-list 
Representatives Yedda Marie Romualdez, Andrew 
Julian Romualdez and Jude Acidre, the registrations 
shall be free of charge and simplified through a fully 
digitized process, including mobile and barangay-level 
registration systems.
	 It also mandates professionalization and 
continuing education for local civil registrars; training 
for physicians and local health officers on medical 
certification of deaths; and coordination among 
government agencies through a Civil Registration and 
Vital Statistics Inter-Agency Cooperation Committee.
	 The bill directs the PSA to reorganize its Civil 
Registration Service into a new Civil Registration 
Office headed by a Deputy Civil Registrar General, 
with strengthened regional and field offices.
	 It also establishes the Barangay Civil 
Registration System to facilitate registration at the 
community level, ensuring no Filipino is excluded 
from documentation due to distance, poverty, or 
displacement.
	 “Legal identity is the first public service 
and the gateway to all others. When a child’s birth is 
registered, we unlock a lifetime of rights -- healthcare, 
education, protection from exploitation, and access to 
opportunity,” Rep. Yedda Romualdez said.
	 “By modernizing our civil registration 
and vital statistics system, we are making a clear 
commitment: No Filipino will be invisible to the State 
because of poverty, distance, or displacement. This bill 
transforms paperwork into protection, and data into 
dignity.” (PNA)

By Raymond Carl Dela Cruz

MANILA – Acting Transportation Secretary Giovanni 
Lopez ordered the lifetime revocation of the license 
of the driver of a sport utility vehicle (SUV) who 
deliberately rammed a student on a motorcycle in 
Teresa, Rizal which went viral on social media.
	 In a statement on Wednesday, Lopez ordered 
the Land Transportation Office (LTO) to locate the 
driver in line with President Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr.’s directive to ensure accountability of drivers who 

By PIA Calabarzon

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna (PIA) — The Department 
of Agriculture (DA) in Calabarzon is strengthening 
the implementation of the Daily Price Index (DPI) 
for agricultural commodities in the region to ensure 
transparency and fairness in pricing.
	 According to DA Calabarzon, this initiative 
aims to protect farmers and fisherfolk from price 
manipulation and exploitation while ensuring that 
consumers have access to affordable food products.
	 “Layunin nitong maiwasan ang pananamantala 
at pagmamanipula ng mga presyo at tiyaking may sapat 
na kaalaman ang mga magsasaka, mangingisda, at 
mamimili ukol sa tunay na halaga ng mga produkto sa 
pamilihan,” the agency said.
	 To support the initiative, DA Calabarzon 
has been conducting a series of consultations and 
information caravans across the region to raise 
awareness and strengthen the implementation of the 
DPI at the local level.
	 The initiative is part of the implementation 
of Republic Act No. 12022, or the Anti-Agricultural 
Economic Sabotage (AAES) Act, which mandates the 
DA to protect the livelihood of farmers and fisherfolk 
and maintain reasonable prices of agricultural products 
for consumers.
	 Recently, DA Calabarzon issued Memorandum 

BOC chief underscores 
importance of 
digitalization to fight 
smuggling
By Joann Villanueva

MANILA – Bureau of Customs (BOC) Commissioner 
Ariel Nepomuceno on Wednesday underscored the 
need to further accelerate digitalization in the agency 
to thwart smuggling.
	 On the sidelines of the Federation of Philippine 
Industries Inc. Business Summit in Makati City, 
Nepomuceno said a private entity has proposed before 
the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Center an initiative 
eyed to, among others, modernize how imports and 
transactions are taxed.
	 He did not elaborate on the proponents or the 
proposed measure but said that under the proposal, 
importers will pay PHP350 per transaction even if the 
transaction involves one or several container vans.
	 Nepomuceno said the government needs to do 
is to ensure that the features of the proposed process 
will have 100 percent digital features.
	 “We will really have to get back to 
digitalization. That’s the main component to make sure 
smuggling won’t happen,” he said.
	 The said program will be implemented in the 
next one to one-and-a-half years.
	 The digitalization measures aim to help BOC 
achieve its revenue goal for this year, which was set at 
PHP939.6 billion.
	 As of August, the agency has collected 
PHP621.4 billion.
	 Nepomuceno said their collection is affected 
by the import ban on rice, which, he added, is costing 
the agency around PHP2 billion to PHP3 billion per 
month since Sept. 1. (PNA)

Circular No. 3, directing its Agribusiness and 
Marketing Assistance Service (AMAS) and Bureau of 
Agricultural Research (BAR) to keep the DPI regularly 
updated and accessible to the public.
	 The circular also calls for improved 
coordination among regional offices to ensure efficiency 
and consistency in implementing the DPI nationwide. 
(PIA4A/DA4A)

endanger the lives of all road users.
	 “Yang driver na ‘yan, walang karapatan 
magmaneho sa kalsada. Sabihin na nating totoo mang 
nasagi ‘yung kanyang sasakyan. Tama bang habulin at 
bundulin mo ‘yung bata? (That driver has no place on 
the country’s roads. Let’s say the student did hit their 
vehicle. Is it right for them to chase and ram the kid?)” 
he said.
	 In addition, Lopez will speak to the family of 
the victim and will provide the services of a lawyer to 
file a case against the driver.
	 “No amount of explanation can justify his 
actions. Mas may edad siya eh, dapat alam niya kung 
ano ang tama (He is an adult, he should know what’s 
right),” he said.
	 The DOTr is coordinating with the Philippine 
National Police to investigate the said incident.
	 The LTO will also issue a show-cause order 
against the driver and owner of the vehicle involved in 
the incident.
	 In a video sent by Visor to the DOTr, a dark-
colored SUV was caught on CCTV cameras deliberately 
ramming a student on a motorcycle in two separate 
incidents.
	 The student managed to remain on his 
motorcycle and drove away after being rammed by 
the SUV in the first video, but fell off the motorcycle 
during the second ramming, with the SUV dragging 
the motorcycle several feet before stopping. (PNA)

PERPETUAL REVOCATION. A dark-colored SUV rams a student on 
a motorcycle in this CCTV video sent by Visor to the Department of 
Transportation (DOTr) on Tuesday. DOTr Acting Secretary Giovanni 
Lopez on Wednesday, Oct. 8 2025, ordered the revocation of the 
license of the SUV driver for deliberately ramming the student twice. 
(Screenshot of Visor video)
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SOLO parents from across the 
province gathered in solidarity, 
celebration, and empowerment 
as the Provincial Government 
of Cavite, through the Office of 
the Provincial Social Welfare 
and Development Officer 
(OPSWDO), successfully held 
the Cavite Solo Parents’Post 
Family Day Celebration 
on October 4, at the New 
Provincial Government 
Center.
	 Anchored on 
the theme “Solo Parent 
na REHISTRADO sa 
GOBYERNO, Tiyak na 
Suportado,” the event 
highlighted the government’s 
continued commitment to 
strengthen programs and 
services for solo parents, 

ensuring that no one walks the 
journey of parenthood alone.
	 Leading the 
meaningful celebration was 
Ms. Felipa G. Servañez, 
Provincial Social Welfare 
and Development Officer, 
who warmly welcomed the 
attendees and underscored 
the province’s unwavering 
support for solo parents. 
Representing Hon. Rommel 
Enriquez, Chairperson on 
Social Services, Family, 
Women, Children, and Elderly, 
Ms. Marife V. Bautista, Local 
Legislative Staff Assistant III, 
delivered an inspiring message 
that resonated deeply with the 
audience.
	 A key highlight of the 

Continued on page 2...

SSS launches new ID card 
with special features
By Charmaine Odong

SAN PABLO CITY, Laguna 
(PIA) – The Social Security 
System (SSS) has introduced 
the MySSS Identification 
Card, a new Pay Card of the 
agency which serves as both 
a valid government-issued ID 
and a bank account.
	 According to Eleanor 
Ebreo, Branch Head of the 
SSS Sta. Cruz Branch, this 
comes as part of the phaseout 
of generic UMID Cards and 
UMID Pay Cards, which 
previously served as the 
default disbursement accounts 
for members’ SSS benefits, 
loans, and refunds.
	 “The new MySSS Card 
will now serve as the new SSS 
ID, it is designed to function 
as ATM and equipped with an 
EMV (Europay, Mastercard, 
and Visa) chip for identity 
verification. Previously, 
the UMID Card was issued 
through PhilSys, but now we 
are aligning it with what we 
call the National ID system,” 
Ebreo explained during the 

SSS Press Conference held on 
September 30.
	 Engineeer Edwin 
Igharas, Vice President for 
South Luzon I also noted that 
the new card is designed with 
features to provide greater 
convenience for members, 
including seamless banking 
and financial services.
	 “As we mentioned, 
this card offers more features 
for members’ convenience, 
including easy banking to 
make transactions faster and 
more secure, as well as the 
option to use it for payments 
in both physical and online 
stores,” Igharas said.
	 All SSS members, 
pensioners, beneficiaries, 
claimants, and representative 
payees are eligible to apply 
and receive the MySSS Card 
for a minimal amount to be 
determined by partner banks, 
provided that members have 
an active Social Security 
number, a My.SSS Portal 
account with updated contact 
information, and registered 

Continued on page 2...

Solo parents shine in Cavite’s 
post Family Day celebration
“Solo Parent na REHISTRADO sa GOBYERNO, Tiyak na Suportado”
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DepEd Calabarzon strengthens child 
protection measures amid shortage 
of mental health professionals

perpetrators.’
	 In his 2025 State 
of the Nation Address 
(SONA), President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. highlighted the 
growing number of students 
experiencing depression and 
bullying, with a promise to 
hire more school counselors 
and other mental health 
professionals to support the 
education sector.

But where does teasing end 
and bullying begin?
The United Nations 
International Children’s 
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 
defines bullying as ‘a pattern 
of behaviour, rather than 
an isolated incident where 
children who usually come 
from a perceived higher social 
status or position of power and 
who are bigger, stronger, or 
perceived to be popular are the Continued on page 2...

By Patricia Bermudez

Every young student has 
experienced playfully teasing 
and being teased by their 
classmates, their school 
bags stashed away or their 
textbooks replaced with rocks 
inside their bags – all in good 
fun. These mischiefs, once 
we have cried over them, are 
usually converted to memories 
we remember with fondness.
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