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PDEA destroys P16-B

illegal drugs in

By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan

MANILA - The Philippine
Drug Enforcement Agency
(PDEA) on Thursday
destroyed PHP16  billion
worth of dangerous drugs
and controlled precursors
and  essential  chemicals
(CPECs) in Cavite province
— the second-largest drug
destruction operation in the
country’s history in terms of
both volume and value.

In a statement, the
PDEA said these included
2,904,756.6818 grams of solid
illegal drugs, and 14,117.8500
milliliters of liquid illegal
drugs  destroyed  through
thermal decomposition or
thermolysis at the Integrated
Waste Management Inc. in
Barangay Aguado in Trece

Martires City.
These substances
were broken down into

Continued on page 3...

City Government of
Bacoor partners with

Digital Out of Home, Inc.
for LED Light Installation

By MIS-STAFF

STRIKE Gymnasium,
October 13, 2025 — The City
Government of Bacoor, headed
by Mayor Strike B. Revilla,
today signed a Contract of
Lease with Digital Out of
Home, Incorporated. The
signing ceremony, organized
through the Office of The City
Legal Services led by Atty.
Kim Nyca Lofrangco, marks
a partnership that will bring
free LED lighting to Bacoor’s
boundaries.

The event was
attended by Mayor Strike
B. Revilla, Vice Mayor
Rowena Bautista Mendiola,
members of the Sangguniang
Panglungsod, Mr. Alvin M.

Aranza (President of Digital
Out of Home, Incorporated),
and Mr. Mastroianni Alcala
(Operations ~ Manager  of
Digital Out of Home,
Incorporated).

Under the agreement,
Digital Out of Home,
Incorporated will install LED
lights at Bacoor’s boundaries,
providing enhanced visibility
and contributing to the city’s
overall  aesthetic  appeal.
This partnership underscores
the City Government’s
commitment to improving
the city’s infrastructure and
enhancing the safety and well-
being of its residents through
innovative collaborations.
(bacoor.gov.ph)

Cavite
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ICC junks Duterte’s
request for interim release

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

I ruled that Duterte “continues
to pose aflightrisk” and that his
detention remains necessary
to ensure his presence during
pre-trial proceedings and a
Continued on page 3...

for an interim release, citing
flight risks in its order for his
MANILA — The International “continued detention.”
Criminal Court (ICC) on
Friday denied former president

Rodrigo Duterte’s request

In a court document dated Oct.
10, the ICC Pre-Trial Chamber

Presiding Judge lulia Antoanella Motoc (center) with two other ICC Pre-Trial Chamber I Judges Reine Adélaide Sophie Alapini-
Gansou (left) and Maria del Socorro Flores Liera (Photo courtesy of ICC)

DSWD: Unified ID system for PWDs
for nationwide scale up mid-October

within the Philippines. So,
starting Oct. 13 po,” Assistant

By Jose Cielito Reganit for the nationwide scale up of

the persons with disabilities’

Photo courtesy of bacoor.gov.ph

MANILA — The Department
of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) and its
attached agency, the National
Council on Disability Affairs
(NCDA), are now gearing up

(PWD) unified identification
(ID) system this October.
“Yung scale up po
(The scale up) will commence
by Oct. 13, and these include all
LGUs (local government units)

Secretary for Information and
Communications Technology
Johannes Paulus Acuiia told
reporters during a media
forum Thursday at the DSWD
Continued on page 3...
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Gov’t agencies renew efforts to address poverty, hunger in Calabarzon

By Christopher Hedreyda

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA) — The Department of
Health — Center for Health
Development CALABARZON
(DOH CHD CALABARZON)
will bring mental health
education right at the doorsteps
of schools to help the youth deal
with their psychosocial issues.

Billed the “Katatagan
Caravan,” the mental health
service is aimed at strengthening
mental health awareness and
resilience among students and
school personnel.

The  caravan  will
visit 31 schools across 31
congressional districts in the
region, bringing mental health
education and psychosocial
support directly to young people.
The initiative aims to empower
learners to seek help without
stigma and to equip teachers

and guidance counselors with
skills to recognize and respond
to mental health concerns.

“We want our youth
to understand that seeking
help is normal and that mental
health is just as important as
physical health,” said Geneva
C. Calanog, Outcome Manager
for the Mental Health Program

of DOH CALABARZON.
The upcoming
program is part of DOH

CALABARZON’s continuing
advocacy to promote Mental
Health and  Psychosocial
Support Services (MHPSS) in
schools. Through the caravan,
participants will take part in
interactive learning sessions,
mental health talks, and peer
support activities that foster
emotional resilience and
empathy.

The initiative also
aims to enhance the capacity of

teachers, guidance counselors,
school nurses, and medical
officers through training on
MHPSS, the Mental Health
Gap Action Program (mhGAP),
and peer support systems for
youth. These will ensure that
schools can provide timely and
compassionate care to students
who may be experiencing
distress.

“Hindi lang community
health care providers ang dapat
marunong magbigay ng mental
health support. Importante rin
na ang mga nasa paaralan ay
may sapat na kasanayan upang
matulungan ang ating mga
kabataan,” Calanog explained.

The DOH continues

to work closely with the
Department  of  Education
(DepEd) to strengthen the

region’s school-based mental
health programs. Earlier this
year, DepEd personnel joined

the DOH in capacity-building
activities at the National Center
for Mental Health, underscoring
the strong partnership between
the two agencies.

“We  want mental
health services to be inclusive,
especially in underserved and
hard-to-reach areas. Walang
maiiwan pagdating sa kalinga
at serbisyo ng kalusugang
pangkaisipan,” Calanog said.

The Katatagan Caravan
reinforces this year’s World
Mental Health Day theme,
“Access to Services: Mental
Health in Catastrophes and
Emergencies,” by promoting the
integration of mental health care
into all aspects of community
life, including education.

Through this initiative,
DOH CALABARZON
resilient,

and mentally
communities

the
envisions
compassionate,
healthy school

across the region.

“Ang pangangalaga sa
mental health ay hindi lamang
tuwing may okasyon,” Calanog
emphasized.

“Sa bawat pakikinig,
pag-abot ng  tulong, at
pagpapakita ng malasakit, tayo
ay nagiging bahagi ng mas
matatag at mas mahabaging
komunidad.”

Through the upcoming
Katatagan ~ Caravan, DOH
CALABARZON reaffirms
its commitment to building
resilient and compassionate
school communities where
mental health is prioritized,
help-seeking is normalized, and
every learner has access to care
and support when they need it
most. (Cecille Maloles)

PNP...

(We continue
to enhance the wuse of
organizational resources,
promote the welfare and

morale of our personnel, and
strengthen operations through
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discipline,  integrity, and
community engagement.)

The agenda focuses
on the management of
resources and reinforces the

prudent and effective use of

funds. The morale and welfare
of personnel also emphasize
the importance of a motivated
and professional team.
Meanwhile,
integrity monitoring ensures
accountability at every level,

the relationship between the
police force and the public.
PNP  spokesperson
PBGEN Randulf T. Tuafio
added that the Focused Agenda
is the PNP’s concrete response
to the President’s call for a

In this new direction,
the PNP remains true to its
goal of serving with heart,
upholding justice, and being a
true pillar of support for every
Filipino toward a safer and
more prosperous nation. (JEG/

innovative policing methods. organizational resources, such while active = community more responsive, open, and PIA-NCR)
Above all, we practice as people, equipment, and support further strengthens service-oriented organization.
Key... from page 8

cycle and funding criteria,
which establish a clear and
transparent route for countries
to apply for grants.

Diong said the grants
are intended to cover both
extreme weather conditions,
such as severe floods and other
extreme weather events, as
well as slow-onset impacts.

“Now, the keyword
here for us is rapid response. In
other words, it’s not about just
supporting those two areas.
When and how the response
comes to the country is as

important as it is,” he said.

“If we come too
late, it’s not important that
we support the country and
that’s why we are diligently
doing our processes so we
can be actually efficient, less
bureaucratic, accessible, so the
money can get back to where
it’s needed, and that’s where
we’re working,” Diong said.
Swift, human-centered
action

In his message to the
board read by Department
of Environment and Natural

Resources Secretary Raphael
Lotilla, President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. urged that the
Fund’s operations remain
“swift, accessible, and human-
centered.”

Lotilla explained that
the President’s call reflects
the dual nature of the climate
challenge, that is, preparing
for the future while repairing
the past.

“Both are necessary
becauseitrecognizes that while
there is a need to continuously
adapt to the adverse impact
of climate change, we also

need to be able to address
the damage that has already
been caused. So these two
are complementary and that’s
why the President’s call that
it should be accessible, those
that are in the least position to
be able to raise the funds, to
address the damage that has
been caused, must have access
to the funds,” he said.
COP30

With  the  policy
frameworks in place, Diong
said the FRLD Secretariat will
finalize operational templates
and launch its first call for

funding proposals during
the 30th Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change or COP30 in
Brazil in November.

The COP30 is the
world’s  most  important
annual climate summit, where
governments negotiate actions
to address climate change.

“COP30 will be the
COP of implementation. After
years of negotiations, we are
now ready to deliver,” Diong
said. (PNA)

How...

farmer prosperity.

Craig Jamieson,
founder of Straw Innovations,
emphasized the power of
partnership and innovation
in shaping a more resilient
agricultural future.

“The rice straw
bioenergy hub stands as
a testament to what we

can achieve when science,
innovation, and community
come together. When we look
beyond individual roles and
move forward as partners, we
can build a more sustainable
and inclusive agricultural
future,” Jamieson said.
Among the
technologies developed by
Straw Innovations is the Straw
Traktor—a combine harvester
converted into a rice straw
collector. The machine gathers
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rice straw directly from fields
and is equipped with a soil
amendment applicator and
land rotavator, resulting in
healthier soils, better crops,
and higher yields.

According to
Jamieson, processed rice straw
can be converted into pellets,
which can be used to produce
biogas and biochar (a charcoal-
like substance) which are
being utilized by companies.
Rice straw can also serve as
livestock bedding, organic
compost or fertilizer, and even
as a medium for mushroom
cultivation—creating new
income  opportunities  for
farmers.

He explained that
sustainable rice straw
management must balance
energy generation and soil

restoration to maintain soil
fertility and ensure productive
farmlands.

“Some of the
bioenergy we are producing
1s, in fact, combined heat and
biochar. The heat is used for
drying rice, and the biochar
is returned to the soil to build
up carbon levels and increase
fertility. We’re encouraged
by the early results of this
approach as a solution for the
food-energy-water-carbon
nexus,” Jamieson added.

The Department of
Agriculture (DA) Region IV-A
recognized the initiative for its
potential benefits to farmers
and the economy.

“Rice straw
innovation can power a circular
agricultural economy—a
system where nothing is
wasted and every byproduct

adds value. When we treat
straw as a resource, we
create farming that delivers
higher yields, cleaner air,
stronger rural economies,
and a healthier planet,” said
DA IV-A Regional Executive

Director Fidel Libao.
Libao emphasized
that even with advanced

technologies and techniques,
farmers must be equipped
with the right knowledge
and support to fully harness
the RSBH’s economic and
environmental potential.
“They must have the
right skills, technologies, and
market opportunities to make
it work. Let us move forward
together to build a future
where rice farming is not just
sustainable but regenerative,
responsible, and empowering
for generations to come. The

challenge is clear—and so is
the opportunity,” he added.
While challenges
remain—such as improving
logistics, developing markets,
boosting investor confidence,
and strengthening government
policies—Straw Innovations
remains  optimistic  that
continued collaboration and
partnership will pave the way
for more rice straw hubs across

the country.
A study cited by
SEARCA noted that rice

cultivation accounts for 48% of
global crop-related emissions.
In the Philippines, out of 20
metric tons of harvested rice
(palay), around 14-28 metric
tons of rice straw are produced,
contributing about 2.7
kilograms of carbon dioxide
equivalent per kilogram of rice
grain. (CH/PIA-Laguna)
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Volcanic activities not linked to recent strong quakes —Phivolcs

By Ma. Cristina Arayata

MANILA - The Philippine
Institute of Volcanology and
Seismology  (Phivolcs) on
Monday clarified that recent
strong earthquakes in the
country are not connected to
ongoing volcanic activities.

Phivolcs Director
Teresito Bacolcol said there
is mno direct relationship

between tectonic earthquakes
and volcanic eruptions or
increased seismic activity.
“Strong tectonic
earthquakes have no direct
effect on volcanic eruption and

increased seismic activity,”
Bacolcol told the Philippine
News Agency.

He said volcanic

eruptions occur only when
there is enough pressure inside
a volcano’s magma chamber
to trigger an explosion.

Phivolcs said a minor
phreatic eruption occurred at
11:42 a.m. Monday at Taal
Volcano’s summit, generating
plumes 900 meters high.

Taal Volcano remains
under Alert Level 1, indicating
low-level unrest.

Bacolcol said minor
eruptions are normal for Taal,

which  experiences  small
phreatic events almost every
month.

Meanwhile, Phivolcs also
reported increased seismic
activity at Bulusan Volcano
over the weekend, recording 72
volcano-tectonic earthquakes
since midnight of Oct. 11.

“The recent
earthquakes are from active
faults and trenches while the
earthquakes from Bulusan
Volcano are due to magma
pushing through,” Bacolcol
said.

He

said  Bulusan

Volcano’s seismic activity has
been declining.

“For the past 24
hours, we recorded 25
volcanic earthquakes, which

(Photo courtesy of Phivolcs)

is lower than the 55 volcanic
earthquakes ~we  recorded
the previous day,” he added.
(PNA)
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PDEA...

2,336,482.6324  grams  of
shabu; 529,906.1246 grams
of marijuana; 3,067.6948
grams of MDMA or ecstasy;
8,790.8800 grams of cocaine;
11,315.9900 grams of
ketamine; 10,146.2600 grams
of nimetazepam; 41.5600
gram of toluene; 4.7900 grams
of opium poppy; 0.5800 gram
of nitrazepam; 0.1700 gram
of diazepam; 4,506.7200 ml.
of liquid marijuana; 851.1300
ml. of lliquid shabu; and 8,760
ml. of ephedrine; and 5,000
grams of assorted surrendered
expired medicines.

PDEA Director
General Undersecretary
Isagani Nerez said the

dangerous drugs were seized

from page 1
from various anti-drug
operations  conducted by

PDEA, together with other
law enforcement agencies,
including those turned over by
authorities that were recently
ordered by the court to be
destroyed.

“The destruction
process is always done in full
view of the public, guided by
the principle of transparency
and accountability to address
issues of drug recycling,” said
Nerez.

Thursday’s
destruction of PHP16 billion,
or 2.9 tons of dangerous drugs
was the second largest in terms
of volume and value in the
country’s history of drug law

enforcement. The largest was
the destruction of PHP19.9
billion of drugs, weighing 3.7
tons, last March 16, 2023, also
in Cavite. Both unprecedented
destruction happened during
the Marcos administration.

“This is in response
to the directive of President
[Ferdinand R.] Marcos Jr.
to intensify the campaign
against illegal drugs by going
after high-level syndicated
drug traffickers, to include
small-time drug pushers, then
quickly eliminate the seized
drugs,” Nerez noted.

Nerez said since his
assumption as PDEA director
general over eight months ago,
14 destruction activities have
been conducted nationwide

that led to the extermination
of almost PHP33 billion worth
of dangerous drugs during the
period.

Meanwhile, the police
seized approximately 169.3
grams of shabu in eight sachets
with an estimated standard
drug price of PHP1.15 million
from a high-value individual
(HVI), identified as Michael,
35, in a buy-bust operation
at Modomo Street, Barangay
Upper Bicutan, Taguig on
Wednesday around 5:25 p.m.

Inaseparate statement,
Taguig City officer-in-charge
Col. Byron Allatog said other
confiscated items were the
genuine PHP1,000 marked
money, six pieces of boodle
money, a cellphone, and other

related drug paraphernalia.

The confiscated items
were properly inventoried
and marked in the presence
of witnesses, while the seized
illegal drugs were submitted
to the Southern Police District
Forensic Unit (SPDFU) for
chemical examination.

The suspect, detained
at the Taguig City Police
Custodial Facility, will be
charged with violation of
Sections 5 (Sale) and 11
(Possession) of Article I,
Republic Act 9165, or the
Comprehensive  Dangerous
Drugs Act of 2002. (PNA)

DSWD....

Central Office in Quezon City.

For the nationwide
scale up, he said they expect to
register 200,000 PWDs in the
unified system.

Acufia, who is also the
DSWD’s Chief Information
Officer, said the unified
ID system received good
feedback from participating
persons  with  disabilities
during the pre-pilot and pilot
implementation of the system.

During the pre-pilot
implementation from Aug.
11 to Sept. 12 in Manila,
Muntinlupa,  Pasay, San
Miguel in Bulacan, and Sta.
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Rosa in Laguna, he cited
the efficiency of the system
based on the turnaround time
to complete the registration
process.

“The feedback coming
from the experience from the
registration was good. From
what we observed during the
pre-pilot, the turnaround time
for persons with disabilities
to get registered was around
seven to 10 minutes,” Acufla
said.

For the conduct of the
pilot implementation with the
selected 35 LGUs, he said they
were able to receive a positive

net satisfaction rating of 4.6
out of 5 from participating
Persons with Disability Affairs
Offices (PDAO) during an
orientation on Sept. 10 to 12.

As of press time, some
56 LGU users from the pilot
areas were already registered
in the unified ID system. The
users were able to encode 311
ID data in the system, of which
256 were already approved,
while 55 applications are still
under review by concerned
PDAO:s.

For the next steps,
Acufia said the NCDA is
currently conducting a series
of orientations with the new

batch of LGUs regarding the
unified online system.

The DSWD’s attached
agency will also issue
guidelines and transition plans
regarding the next steps for the
systems in the coming months.

Among the security
features of the unified ID
system is a digital ID that can
be accessible via mobile app or
web portal. The digital ID has
a QR code that can be scanned
by business establishments for
quick verification.

The DSWD is also
working with the Department
of Information and
Communications Technology

(DICT) to ensure that the
PWD unified ID system will
be included in the eGovPH

app.

The unified PWD
ID system is an initiative led
by DSWD Secretary Rex
Gatchalian to combat the
proliferation of fake PWD IDs
in public.

It is also aligned

with President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr.’s agenda to promote
more inclusive programs and
policies for vulnerable sectors.
(PNA)

ICC...

possible trial.

The chamber pointed
to the Duterte family’s public
rejection of his arrest, their
calls for his immediate return
to the Philippines, and his
reported wish to go back to
Davao City if released — all of
which, it said, demonstrate his
rejection of the proceedings
and his family’s willingness to
help him evade detention and
prosecution.

In its 23-page
decision, the chamber cited
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an online article quoting
Vice President Sara Duterte
allegedly  indicating  that
the former chief executive
wishes to return to Davao
City, “in contradiction with
the Defense’s assertion that he
would remain in the state he
would be released to.”
“Moreover, given Mr.
Duterte’s position as former
President of the Philippines,
he appears to have the
necessary political contacts,
as well as to benefit from a

network of support within
that country, including his
daughter, who currently holds
the office of Vice-President of
the Philippines, that may help
him abscond,” read the court
document, signed by Presiding
Judge Iulia Antoanella Motoc,
and Judges Reine Adélaide
Sophie Alapini-Gansou and
Maria del Socorro Flores
Liera.

The chamber also
noted Duterte’s continued
popularity, as evidenced by his
election as Davao City mayor

in May 2025.

It warned that
returning to Davao City could
enable him “to commit the
crimes for which his arrest
and surrender were initially
sought.”

“In conclusion,
the Chamber finds that, at
present, the detention of Mr.
Duterte is required so as to
ensure his appearance in these
proceedings, that he does
not obstruct or endanger the
investigation or the Court’s
proceedings, and to prevent

the commission of related
crimes within the jurisdiction
of the Court,” it said.

Duterte faces multiple
charges comprising several
murders  and  attempted
murders as crimes against
humanity over his campaign
against illegal drugs while he
was the mayor of Davao City
and the Philippine president.
(PNA)
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Donald Trump’s controversial legacy

THE controversies hounding TRUMP’S
presidency could limit how much global
prestige he can derive, even if the deal in
Gaza works.

Few US presidents have
ever sparked as much debate — both
domestically and internationally — as
Donald Trump.

Currently, he stands tall for
his role in the ceasefire and release of the
hostages in Gaza. It is still early times,
however, towards a permanent end to
the war but at least, for now, hostilities
have ceased and the hostage deal — the
release of the last 20 living hostages and
Israel’s freeing of some 2,000 Palestinian
prisoners -— are major achievements for
which Trump is being hailed.

Meanwhile, back home, his
abrasive crackdown on immigrants
using masked ICE agents backed by
military troops forcibly separating
children from their parents, detaining
suspected illegal immigrants for days
before deportation without trial, his
politicizing of the US Justice Department
and the FBI to retaliate against perceived
political enemies, and his scandalous
profiteering off his presidency, among
other questionable actions, are widely
condemned, in some instances, even by
GOP members of Congress.

Trump, indeed, is a paradox.

On the global front, his role
in securing the release of the hostages
held by Hamas is cited by his supporters
as a demonstration of effective, bold
diplomacy, promising lasting peace in
the region.

But at home, his leadership
style has been polarizing, creating a
climate of fear and resentment.

His immigration policies
which many see as verging on
lawlessness are being rationalized by
his administration and supporters as
necessary to restore law and order, but
critics contend that they actually threaten
democratic institutions and civil liberties.

His supporters believe his
bold approach revitalizes American
global leadership, promotes economic
growth through deregulation and bolsters
national sovereignty. The broader
question is whether Trump’s brand of
interventionism benefits the world.

For instance, his role in Gaza
was welcomed with much praise but at
the Summit in Egypt to where he traveled
after the exchange of hostages in Israel,
Trump, along with the leaders of over 20
countries including Turkey, Egypt and
Qatar, inked a document the contents of
which weren’t made clear. It was also left
unsigned by Israel and Hamas, neither of
which were represented at the summit.

Still and all, if his success in
Gaza eventually does result in permanent
peace, it could give Trump a stronger
hand in other crisis zones — Ukraine
included — and will most certainly shift
the perception of US reliability under his
administration, and of his seriousness in
diplomacy beyond rhetoric.

This could open or reopen
channels of influence, diplomatic capital
in negotiations and more trust from US

allies in the region and elsewhere in the
world.

And yet, Trump’s track
record carries a lot of baggage and the
controversies hounding his presidency
could limit how much global prestige
he can derive, even if the deal in Gaza
works.

As it is, many, even among
those who welcomed the part he played in
the hostage release, are wondering: will
the ceasefire last? How will Palestinian
rights, humanitarian access to Gaza and
civilian protection be accounted for?

Trump’s record on
immigration, his statements about race
and nationalism and other issues are
likely to be raised in global discourse.

Much of the world watches
not just what a leader does on the global
stage, but also how that leader governs at
home.

Criticisms of the Department
of Justice and law enforcement misuse
for political purposes, demands for
loyalty over even the Constitution hound
his image.

Even a strong peace deal
might be questioned: is this an instance
where Trump is using foreign policy to
burnish his brand rather than to serve
consistent principles?

The international community
is not monolithic. Some governments,
media will see his move as positive;
others might see it as opportunistic, or
as favoring one side — Israelites — over
Palestinians too much.

The peace effort might be
welcomed in Israel and its allies, but
in many Arab and Muslim-majority
countries, or among those sympathetic
to Palestinian rights, aspects of the
deal — for instance, if viewed as
ignoring Palestinian self-determination,
disempowering governance, or
displacing people — could provoke
pushback.

Success in bringing the
hostages home and ending the war in
Gaza will undoubtedly be a high point
of Trump’s foreign policy legacy — a
signature diplomatic achievement.

But its impact on his global
image could be partial and tempered,
and even dismissed by controversies he
has provoked at home — criticisms of
abuse of governmental power, questions
of moral consistency, civil rights, racism
and other issues.

Thus, while his international
standing improves in certain circles
(alliances, diplomatic arenas, groups
advocating for peace in the Middle
East), what has been achieved in Gaza
could be inadequate in healing or erasing
reputational damage among those who
see his governance style — in terms
of the immigration crackdown, use of
federal law enforcement, demands for
loyalty among government officials, etc.
— as deeply problematic.

In short, the ceasefire and
release of the hostages in Gaza could
augment his image in some respects, but
not completely redeem it. (DT)
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PART 2

Hanggang sa noong 2003,
nagpasya si Recca na
sumapi sa New People’s
Army o NPA. Bisaya siya,
pero ni hindi naging usapin
na sa Kordilyera siya
pupunta. Sa kanyang pana-
panahong pagdalaw simula
noon, ipinakita niya ang
isang pagpapasya na lalong
tumitibay. Naging matatas
siya mag-Ilocano at natuto
na rin ng tabako at nganga
ng mga katutubo. Kaya
niyang magreklamo nang
todo sa hirap ng kalupaan
— sa taas ng mga bundok,
tarik ng mga palusong, at
posibilidad ng kamatayan
kapag nabagsakan ng puno —
at maging sa tindi ng lamig.
Hinarap niya kahit ang hirap
ng pagiging ina, at kabiyak
ng isang rebolusyonaryo.
Pero sa lahat ng ito, wala
siyang bahid ng pagsuko.
Ikinwento niya
ang tindi ng kahirapan ng
mga pambansang minorya
at ang laki ng yaman ng
kalikasan na ninanakaw
sa  kanila. = Nahahabag
man siya sa kalagayan
nila, namamangha siya sa
kasaysayan at kakayahan
nilang lumaban at
ipagtanggol ang kanilang
mga komunidad - kahit
wala ang NPA pero lalo’t
naroon. Pinatotohanan
niyang napalayo man siya sa
kanyang sariling pamilya ay
niyakap siya ng maraming
maraming pamilya. Kung
may naibubulong man

Flame of Recca

siyang kakulangan, iyan ay
nasa larangan ng mga dapat
at maaaring gawin para
isulong at isulong pa ang
mga gawain sa armadong
pakikibaka,  rebolusyong
agraryo, at pagbubuo ng
baseng masa.

Tiyak na marami
pang lalabas na kwento
kung paano si Recca
bilang si Ka Tet ng NPA sa
Kordilyera. Pero sa pauna
pa lang, makikita nang kahit
doon, naging kagiliw-giliw
na presensya at pwersa siya
sa mga kasama niya at sa
masang katutubo. Nahalal
siyang S-4 ng yunit, tagapag-
ingat ng suplay, tulad din
ni Erica Salang noon sa
Bicol, nangangailangan ng
paghawak sa patakaran at
malasakit sa mga kasama.
Nang hinarap niya ang
pinakamatinding problema
niya habang naroon, may
panahong ayaw niyang
kumain. Nang umabot sa
masa ang balita, tinambakan
nila si Recca ng paunti-unti
ng masasarap na pagkaing
kinakaya nila, bagay na
tiyak na hindi niya inasahan.

Minahal ng marami
si Recca, at sa pamamagitan
niya, marami ang nagmahal
sa kanyang pangarap at
adhikain para sa bayan —
ang matapos ang gutom
at hirap sa bansa nating

maraming  yaman na
ninanakaw ng iilan. Isang
simpleng  pangarap na

nangangahulugan na mga
maralita at ang sambayanan
mismo  ang  humawak

ng kapangyarihan, hindi
ang iilang mayaman at
makapangyarihan. Na
maaaring tingnang paglubos
sa prinsipyo ng demokrasya
pero tiyak na pagbaklas
sa hindi demokratikong
kaayusang gumagamit sa
demokrasya bilang ilusyon.
At nangangahulugan
ng paghawak ng armas,

dahil hindi isusuko ang
kapangyarthan ng mga
nakikinabang.

Sa dulo, isa si Recca
Noelle Monte (1981-2014)
sa mga iskolar ng bayan na
pumiling ialay ang talino at
talento sa sambayanan, at
hindi tumanggap ng yaman,
pagkilala o kapangyarihan
kapalit. Isa siya sa may
maalwangbuhayatmaaaring
mariwasang hinaharap na
pumiling talikuran ang mga
ito para sa isang hinaharap
na walang mahirap. Isa siya
sa pinakamamahal ng mga
kaanak, kaibigan, at kasama
sakalunsuran nanagpasyang
tumungo sa kanayunan
dahil sa pagmamahal sa
sambayanan. Tulad marahil
ng panghalina ng mga
mata at ngiti niya sa mga
kakilala, ang buhay niya
ay imbitasyon sa lahat na
kilalanin at yakapin ang
kanyang mga prinsipyo at
pakikibaka.

Pinakamataas
pagpupugay!

na

12 Setyembre 2014
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Calabarzon LGUs urged
to strengthen earthquake
preparedness

By PIA Calabarzon

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA) The Regional
Disaster ~ Risk  Reduction
and Management Council
(RDRRMC) Calabarzon
has urged local government
units (LGUs) and the public
to strengthen preparedness
measures following the series
of destructive earthquakes that
recently struck parts of the

Photo courtesy of PIA

country.

In a statement,
RDRRMC Chairperson and
Office of Civil Defense (OCD)
Calabarzon Regional Director
Carlos  Eduardo  Alvarez
III cautioned communities,
especially those situated near
active faults such as the West
Valley Fault, to remain vigilant
and ensure their safety.

“Dahil sa patuloy na
paglindol sa iba’t ibang bahagi

‘ Iﬂ. I}H

ng bansa, nananawagan ako sa
lahat ng Local Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Councils, Local Government
Units, at mga komunidad
sa CALABARZON na
manatiling alerto at laging
handa,” he said.

Alvarez also
emphasized the importance
of proactive preparedness

to prevent loss of life and
property, particularly in areas

1 : i
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Gov’t agencies renew
efforts to address poverty,
hunger in Calabarzon
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By Christopher Hedreyda

SANTA ROSA CITY,
Laguna (PIA) — The whole-
of-government approach
to eradicating poverty and
hunger continues as national

government  agencies  in
CALABARZON reaffirm
their commitment to the

Enhanced Partnership Against
Hunger and Poverty (EPAHP)

program.

During the EPAHP
Exhibit and  Supervision,
Monitoring, Evaluation,

and Support (SMES) Year

Evaluation and

port (SMES)_ Year 2

2 held at SM City Santa
Rosa on October 10, the
Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD)
IV-A and National Irrigation
Administration  (NIA) IV-
A, along with other regional
line agencies under the Task
Force on Zero Hunger led the
signing of a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) to
further adopt and implement
the EPAHP program in the
region.

The regional
implementation of EPAHP in
CALABARZON is aligned

with Executive Order No. 66,
s. 2024 issued by President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.,
which reorganized the Task
Force on Zero Hunger,
and Joint Memorandum
Circular No. 47, mandating a
coordinated, responsive, and
effective  approach among
member agencies to achieve
zero hunger.

DSWD IV-A Regional
Director Dr. Barry Chua
highlights the importance
of close collaboration
among government agencies
and partners to ensure the

near active faults.

“Hinihikayat ko rin
ang mga LGU na repasuhin
at palakasin ang kanilang
contingency plans, magsagawa
ng regular na earthquake
drills, at tiyaking maayos
ang koordinasyon ng mga
emergency response teams
upang agarang makakilos
sa oras ng sakuna,” Alvarez
added.

He stressed that the
safety of everyone depends
on unity and readiness, urging
the public to remain alert,
proactive, and vigilant at all
times.

According to
Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology
(Phivolcs), Calabarzon, being
traversed by major fault lines
including the West Valley
Fault that cuts across several
cities and municipalities in
Cavite, Laguna, and Rizal,
remains highly vulnerable to
strong ground shaking.

In Cainta, Rizal, one
of the areas traversed by the
West Valley Fault, the local
government has intensified
its  preparedness  efforts
through the regular conduct of
earthquake drills.

According to the
municipal government, the
activity aims to strengthen
residents’ disaster readiness
and ensure their safety in the
event of an earthquake.

The Cainta Municipal
Disaster ~ Risk  Reduction
and  Management  Office
(MDRRMO) leads the
drills conducted in schools,
hospitals, and various
establishments  across the
municipality.

Amid the recent
series of earthquakes felt in
different parts of the country,
the MDRRMO reminded the
public to stay alert, informed,
and prepared at all times.
(PIA4A)

program’s success.

“Ang partnership
ng EPAHP CALABARZON
Regional Convergence Team
ay  napapanahon  upang
matugunan ang pagtaas ng
presyo ng pangunahing bilihin.
Habang tayo ay tumutugon sa
mga epekto ng mga kalamidad,
may obligasyon tayong tiyakin
na ang masustansyang pagkain
ay naiaabot sa mga mahihirap
na pamilya sa Calabarzon,” he
said.

The event gathered
irrigators’ associations
and farmers from different
provinces in CALABARZON.
The DSWD emphasized that
these sectors play a vital role
in implementing the EPAHP
to ensure that government
programs reach grassroots
communities and contribute
to achieving zero hunger by
2030.

As the lead agency
for EPAHP, Chua reported
that DSWD Secretary Rex
Gatchalian has directed the
department  to  prioritize
sourcing  products  from
farmers’ cooperatives
and community-based
organizations (CBOs)
for its various programs.
This initiative aims to
promote  community-based
procurement and provide
additional income to local
producers.

“Malugod po naming
ibinabalita na binubuksan ng
aming tanggapan ang DSWD
Supplementary Feeding
Program at Food Requirements
ng ating centers bilang market
opportunities para sa ating
CBOs,” Chua announced.

For its part, NIA
IV-A continues to establish
more marketing agreements

with  additional irrigators’
associations, linking them
with partner agencies for

EPAHP implementation.

“Ang EPAHP ay may
supply, demand, at support
components. NIA belongs
to the supply side dahil ang
aming irrigators’ associations
ang nagsu-supply ng mga
produkto. Halimbawa, kung
partner nila ang DepEd, sila
ang magsu-supply ng gatas
o bigas sa mga paaralan
o training centers. Doon
naka-angkla ang NIA sa
pagsusupply sa  ganitong
mga partnership,” explained
Lara  Javan, Supervising
Irrigators Development
Officer of NIA IV-A’s
Institutional Development
Unit, in an interview with PIA
CALABARZON.

In CALABARZON,
EPAHP-related marketing
agreements with irrigators’
associations have already
generated P143 million in
total sales from 2021 to
present, ranking the region
third nationwide. The biggest
chunk of sales are earned from
January to September 2025,
which have generated P99.7
million.

The International
Covenant on  Economic,
Social, and Cultural Rights,
to which the Philippines is
a state party, recognizes the
fundamental right of everyone
to be free from hunger and calls
on governments to improve
food production, conservation,
and distribution methods.

In  response, the
government crafted AmBisyon
Natin 2040 and the Philippine
Development Plan  2023-
2028, which serve as guiding
frameworks for the EPAHP
program—envisioning a
future where every Filipino
enjoys a strongly rooted,
comfortable, and secure life.
(CH/PIA-Laguna)



ADVERTISEMENT

Oktubre 13-19, 2025

Republic of the Philippines

Fourth Judicial Region

Regional Trial Court of Cavite

Office of the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff
New Justice Hall, J.P. Rizal Avenue, Kaybagal
South, Tagaytay City

EJF NO. TG-24-088

FOR: Extra-Judicial Foreclosure

of Real Estate Mortgage Under Act

No. 3135, As Amended by Act No. 4118

RIZAL COMMERCIAL BANKING

CORPORATION, (in its capacity as successor-in-
interest of RCBC Savings Bank, Inc.) represented by
Atty. Leonardo A. Yepes, Jr.,

Petitioner-Mortgagee,

-versus-

SPS. DENNIS C. AND LIVIA B. MANGAOIL
as represented by AIF Eva Arzaga,
Respondents-Mortgagors,

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial foreclosure sale under Act
3135, as amended, filed by Petitioner-Mortgagee, RIZAL
COMMERCIAL BANKING CORPORATION, (in its capacity
as successor-in-interest of RCBC Savings Bank, Inc.), a
corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the
laws of the Republic of the Philippines, with principal office
and place of business at 28th Floor AT Yuchengco Centre,
25th & 26th Sts., Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City, pursuant
to the terms and conditions of the Real Estate Mortgage
(“MORTGAGE”) executed and notarized on March 26, 2024
by Respondents-Mortgagors, SPS. DENNIS C. MANGAOIL
AND LIVIA B. MANGAOIL, both of legal age, Filipino citizens,
with residence and postal addresses at (1) 939 Mindoro St.,
Sampaloc, Manila, (2) Dabubu Pequeno, San Agustin Isabela,
Philippines and (3) Unit 823 Mondavi 3, Brgy. Lalaan, Silang,
Cavite, Philippines, represented by EVA B. ARZAGA, as per
Special Power of Attorney executed and notarized on May 16,
2013 in favor of the Petitioner/Mortgagee, over a real estate
property including improvements thereon, described in and
covered by CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO.
076-2023000899 of the Registry of Deeds for Tagaytay City,
to satisfy the outstanding obligation of the Mortgagors in the
amount of ONE MILLION SIX HUNDRED SEVENTY-SEVEN
THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED FORTY-FOUR PESOS AND
79/100 (Php1,677,944.79) exclusive of any penalties and
interest, as of June 14, 2024, the undersigned Clerk of Court
& Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Cavite thru
her deputy, Oliver N. Mendoza, will sell at public auction on
January 15, 2026 at 10:00 o'’clock in the morning or soon
thereafter, at the New Hall of Justice of Tagaytay City, to the
highest bidder, for Cash or Manager’s Check and in Philippine
Currency, the following property with all its improvements
thereon, to wit:

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 076-
2023000899
Registry of Deeds for Tagaytay City

“IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the unit identified and

described as:
8TH FLOOR : 8F-23 : 2-BEDROOM UNIT : 44.58 SQ. M

in the diagrammatic floor plan appended to the enabling
or master deed of the condominium project annotated on
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 2013000079 which
embraces and describes the land located at BRGY. OF
LALAAN, MUN. OF SILANG, PROV. OF CAVITE, IS. OF
LUZON with an area of ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED
SEVENTY-THREE (1,473) Square Meter, is registered in the
name of:

Owner: SPOUSES DENNIS C. MANGAOIL, FILIPINO, AND
LIVIA B. MANGAOIL, ROMANIAN

Address: DABUBU PEQUENO SAN AGUSTIN, ISABELA,
PROVINCE”

In the event the public auction should not take place on the
said date, it shall be held on January 22, 2026 without further
notice.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to
investigate and verify for themselves the CONDOMINIUM
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 076-2023000899, the
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the
above stated time and date.

Tagaytay City, Philippines, October 13, 2025.

ATTY. VARBRA ANN A. VARIAS-DIMAYUGA
Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff

OLIVER N. MENDOZA
Sheriff-In-Charge

Copy Furnished:

RIZAL COMMERCIAL BANKING CORPORATION,

(in its capacity as successor-in-interest of RCBC Savings
Bank, Inc.)

Petitioner-Mortgagee

28th Floor AT Yuchengco Centre, 25th & 26th Sts., Bonifacio
Global City, Taguig City

SPS. DENNIS C. MANGAOIL AND LIVIA B. MANGAOIL
Respondents-Mortgagors

(1) 939 Mindoro St., Sampaloc, Manila,

(2) Dabubu Pequeno, San Agustin Isabela, Philippines

(3) Unit 823 Mondavi 3, Brgy. Lalaan, Silang, Cauvite,
Philippines

EVA B. ARZAGA
Attorney-in-Fact of the Respondents-Mortgagors
939 Mindoro St., Sampaloc, Manila

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE,
DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S
SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF THE AUCTION SALE
UNDER THE PENALTY OF LAW

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
October 13, 20 & 27, 2025

Career Opportunity in P.IMES CORP.
Position Title: CONSULTANT 2
Job Description:

e To lead manufacturing cost reduction.

e To lead productivity improvement per manpower.
Qualification:

e | Vacancy

cost control and productivity improvement

IREES

e To support financial management and communication with headquarters finance.

e With at least 5 years working experience as Consultant in a manufacturing company involving manufacturing

e Fluent in English and Japanese Language or must have N2 Japanese Language Proficiency Certificate

Interested applicants may send resume to jsalvarez@pimes.com.ph / recruitment@pimes.com.ph

Company / Employer

Name of Foreign National intending to apply for the
position

Company Name: P.IMES CORP.
Company Address: Blk. 16 Phase 4, Cavite
Economic Zone, Rosario, Cavite

Nature of Business: Manufacturing

Name: Kazutoshi Sugimura

Address: Makati City

Nationality: Japanese

Intended period of employment: One (1) year

P.IMES CORP. hereby declares that the above-name foreign national is able, willing, and qualified to perform the
services and job description for this position. The company has the intention to employ the said foreign national and
apply for an Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and Employment- Regional Office No.
IV-A located at 3" and 4" floor, Andenson Bldg. 11, Brgy. Parian, Calamba City, Laguna.

nationals.

Any Filipino jobseeker who is competent, able and willing to perform the services for which the foreign national is
intended to be hired for, may file an objection at DOLE Regional Office No. IV-A located at 3™ and 4" floor,
Andenson Bldg. II, Brgy. Parian, Calamba City, Laguna within 30 days from date of publication.

Please inform DOLE Regional Office if you have information of any criminal offense committed by foreign

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
October 13, 20, 2025

PH Army 2nd infantry
division opens camp to public
for October Peace celebration
By Charmaine Odong

TANAY, Rizal (PIA) — The 2nd Infantry “Jungle
Fighter” Division, Philippine Army opens its camp
to mark the annual October Peace celebration, a
month-long observance that promotes engagement,
transparency and cooperation between the Army
and civilians.

With the theme, “Unified and Stronger
for Inclusive Peace in Southern Tagalog,’ the
celebration highlights the efforts of the 2nd ID in
fostering peace and unity between the military and
civilian communities, promoting continuous and
inclusive engagement.

According to Lieutenant Colonel Jeffrex
Molina, chief of the Division Public Affairs Office,
the idea of the event was a collaborative initiative
of the Multi-Sectoral Advisory Board (MSAB)
and the Infantry to open the camp to the public
which allows civilians to engage with the army,
strengthen public trust, and take part in various
military programs created for them.

“This actually originated from the term
“October Fest,” which is known not only here in
our country but also in other parts of the world.
However, as times changed, and with the 2nd
Infantry Division’s goal of putting an end to conflict
and disunity in our region, it evolved into “October
Peace” to help us fully embrace the advocacy for
peace,” Molina stated during the Sulong Calabarzon
interview of the Philippine Information Agency
CALABARZON.

Among the programs lined up for the
month-long peace celebration are the Run for
Peace, Bike for Peace, Golf for Peace, a car show
called Peace on Wheels, and the highlight of the
event, the Peacetahan sa Kampo Capinpin and
MusiKapayapaan.

One unique way the 2nd ID advocates
for peace is through the Peacetahan sa Kampo
Capinpin, where merchants from various parts
of the region are invited to gather and sell their
products.

This event also provides opportunities for
former rebels working at the ‘Balay Café’ of the
80th Infantry Battalion to participate and showcase
their goods. Molina explains that not only does this
help sustain their livelihood, but it also fosters hope
and inclusivity by allowing them to engage with
the public and reintegrate into society.

“These former rebels, who once lost
their way, now have small or modest means of
livelihood which they can exhibit during the event
as they embrace a new life and become part of the
community,” Molina added.

As the Infantry continues to advocate for
a peaceful and safer community for all, former
rebels, who once took up arms due to ideological
beliefs and lack of opportunity, now serve as living
testaments that true peace can only be achieved by
standing up for what is right through non-violent
means.

At present, Molina stated that nearly all
municipalities in Southern Tagalog, which includes
CALABARZON and MIMAROPA regions,
excluding the province of Palawan, have either
declared or are in the process of renewing their
Stable Internal Peace and Security (SIPS) status,
a declaration that signifies that these areas are
considered free from insurgency or armed conflict
threats.

The kick-off celebration of October Peace
will happen this Friday, October 10, with the Run
for Peace, an event open to the public, especially
running enthusiasts, who are encouraged to
participate and show their support for the cause of
peace. (CO/PIA4A)
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Calabarzon, wagi sa
apat na kategorya

sa 2025 ClusteRICE

By Bhaby De Castro

LUNGSOD NG BATANGAS (PIA)—Matagumpay
na isinagawa ng Department of Science and
Technology (DOST) ang 2025 Regional Invention
Contest and Exhibits (ClusteRICE) na ginanap sa
Philippine Science High School-Calabarzon Region
Campus sa Brgy. Sampaga sa lungsod na ito noong
ika-2 ng Oktubre 2025.

Ang aktibidad ay inorganisa ng DOST-TAPI
(Technology Application and Promotion Institute)
sa pakikipagtulungan sa DOST Regional Offices
mula sa South Luzon na binubuo ng Calabarzon,
Mimaropa at Region V.

Tampok dito ang mga orihinal na imbensyon
at researches na nagpapakita ng husay at galing ng
mga Pilipino.

Ito ay nilahukan ng 34 na finalists mula sa
mga nabanggit na rehiyon na nagpapakita ng mga
imbensyon at researches sa limang pangunahing
kategorya kabilang ang UNLAD Award for
Outstanding Utility Model, LIKHA Award for
Outstanding Creative Research(Government
Funded), SIBOL Award for Outstanding Student
Creative Research -College and High School
Category at BANGHAY Award for Outstanding
Industrial Design.

Ang nahirang na nagwagi sa patimpalak
na ito ay siyang magiging kinatawan sa National
Invention Contest and Exhibits (NICE) kung saan
magiging katunggali ang mga hihirangin namang
nanalo sa iba pang mga clustered regions sa bansa.

Bawat kalahok ay binigyan ng limang minuto
upang mag-pitch ng kanilang mga likha sa harap
ng mga nagsilbing judges kabilang sina Atty. Jerry
Serapion, Bb. Alwyn Joy Rosel, G, Noel Deplomo at
G. Jan Ralph Ebora.

Sa hulitinanghal na wagi ang mga
sumusunod: The Nano Foldable Crutches na gawa ni
James Bryan Camacho para sa UNLAD Award(IV-
A);The Multi-grain Precision Seeder with Fertilizer
Applicator na gawa ni Delfin Cuevas Jr. para sa
BANGHAY Award(IV-B); Sa LIKHA Award ay
tinanghal na panalo sina Sheryl Fenol,Lorenzo
Lapitan Jr., Jhon Laurence Herrera at Daeniel
Mojica(IV-A); Sa SIBOL Award para sa College
Category ay wagi sina Danica Moster, Ahdessa
Perez at Mycah Isabel Raymundo(IV-A) habang sa
High School Category ay hinirang si Marleex Reyes
mula sa Region IVA.(MPDC-PIA Batangas)

PCW calls for fair probe
of Manila councilor’s
alleged harassment

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor

MANILA — The Philippine Commission on Women
(PCW) on Friday reiterated zero tolerance for sexual
harassment following reports that a member of the
Manila City Council allegedly harassed a fellow
councilor during a regular session of the Sangguniang
Panlungsod.

In a statement, the PCW expressed deep
concern over the incident and reminded all public
officials that sexual harassment and other gender-
based offenses have no place in government
institutions.

“Such acts become even more reprehensible
when committed by public officials, as they violate
not only the rights of women but also the ethical
standards that all public servants are sworn to
uphold,” the PCW said.

Councilor Eunice Castro alleged that
Councilor Ryan Ponce committed multiple acts of
harassment, including lewd comments about her

clothing and unsolicited text messages with sexual
undertones.

Ponce apologized and said that he did not
intend to offend.

Manila Vice Mayor Chi Atienza said
the issue has been referred to the City Council’s
Committee on Ethics for investigation and pledged
support for Castro.

The PCW said proven cases of sexual
harassment involving public officials may be treated
as grave administrative offenses, punishable by
suspension, dismissal, or other sanctions, aside from
criminal penalties under existing laws.

Under Republic Act (RA) 11313 or the
Safe Spaces Act, all forms of gender-based sexual
harassment in workplaces, educational settings and
government offices -- including unwelcome remarks,
gestures or advances that demean, intimidate or
objectify women -- are punishable.

Such conducts also violate RA 6713 or the
Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards for Public
Officials and Employees, which mandates officials to
uphold professionalism, respect and integrity.

The Civil Service Commission said any
form of harassment is a grave administrative offense,
whether between colleagues or subordinates.

The PCW urged the local government
Manila to ensure that the allegations are investigated
promptly and fairly. (PNA)

Dizon orders suspension
of road reblocking

projects nationwide
By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA — The Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) has suspended road
reblocking activities nationwide until the issuance
of a new Department Order (DO) that will set new
guidelines as to the projects’ implementation.

Secretary Vince Dizon said Friday that
they would first create new guidelines before
resuming the projects.

“So effectively now I will be suspending
all re-blocking activities, I will suspend them and
I will make a new DO on reblocking,” he said in a
press conference at the DPWH main office in Port
Area, Manila.

He said he is wondering why roads which
appear to be in good condition are being destroyed
and rehabilitated.

“Why are there roads that are in good
condition being torn down, destroyed and then
rebuilt? Well, I think we all know that there is
money involved when one destroys a road and then
rebuild it,” the DPWH chief.

During the press briefing, he also showed
two projects in Bocaue, Bulacan and Tuguegarao,
wherein the roads seem to be in good condition but
are undergoing repairs.

“These road reblocking activities have
been suspended,” Dizon said.

“So I want that to be clear and I want that in
the form of a Department Order that is transparent,
so that the people know why they are being
destroyed, under construction or whatever but for
the meantime they are suspended,” he added.

The secretary noted, however, that
exempted from the suspension are dilapidated
roads that really need repair.

At the same time, Dizon called on the
public to report to them through the DPWH’s
social media platforms if they see any reblocking
activities.

“Please report to us, and we will take
action,” he added.

Dizon also said if district engineers
would defy the suspension, “they have to face the
consequences for not following orders”. (PNA)

CBCP president opposes
snap elections

By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA — The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the
Philippines (CBCP) is not in favor of the calls for a
snap election and the supposed coup d’etat attempts
amid the controversy on flood control projects.

According to an article posted on the CBCP
News website on Thursday, CBCP president Cardinal
Pablo David said the call for such activities is not the
right way to fight irregularities in government.

“If a child gets dirty, we bathe the child, but
we throw away the dirty water, not the child. The
same goes for government. Even if it fails us, we
must not throw it away. It’s something we have built
together,” he said in his Homily Wednesday night.

“Let’s repair it, guard it, and make it work.
Not through a coup, not through revolutionary
government, not through military rule, not through
snap elections.”

The Kalookan prelate also said justice
and accountability must be pushed by holding
accountable all those involved in the anomalous
flood control projects.

“We must help dismantle this culture of
corruption. Let the rule of law work,” he said. “What
we need is not a new election term, but long prison
terms for the plunderers.”

There were reports of a coup d’etat and a
military junta allegedly being pushed by a group of
retired military officials during the anti-corruption
protests last month.

On the other hand, Senator Alan Peter
Cayetano on Sunday called on all elected officials
to resign from their posts and give way to a snap
election. (PNA)

CIDG nabs 2, seizes
P12-M illicit vape
products in Cavite

By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan

MANILA — Criminal Investigation and Detection
Group (CIDG) operatives arrested two individuals
and seized from them alleged illicit vape products
worth PHPI12 million in a police operation in
Barangay Molino 3, Bacoor City, Cavite on Oct. 9.

In a statement on Saturday, CIDG Director,
Maj. Gen. Robert Morico II, said the suspects,
identified as Dante, 34, and Juliana, 21, were caught
in the act of selling and trading prohibited vape
products containing flavors other than plain tobacco
or plain menthol, which were found to contain
substances that are toxic and addictive.

Morico said the CIDG operatives seized 40
master cases of “Chill X Kleer” and “Geek Bar,” 36
boxes of “Chillax Go X,” 4,025 bottles of assorted
vape juice, and 15 boxes of “Next Lim,” with an
estimated total value of PHP12 million.

He noted that the state protects and promotes
the people’s right to health and instills health
consciousness among them.

The government, he said, is properly
regulating products to protect the citizens from the
hazards of regulated, unregulated, and substandard
vapor products and heated tobacco products.

Morico commended CIDG 4-A (Calabarzon),
led by its chief Lt. Col. Ali C Ganaban, and CIDG-
Cavite, led by Lt. Col. Mark Jason M Gatdula, for the
accomplishment.

“With the confiscation of these alleged
illicit vape products, we prevented its sale to the
consumers, thereby protected them from possible
health risk; and we arrested the violators of the law.
Maraming salamat sa inyo (Thank you very much),”
he said. (PNA)
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How rice straw turned from agricultural
waste to a renewable energy source

___,,?L_,

By Christopher Hedreyda

Every harvest and milling
season,  rice  straws—or
dayami—are often discarded
as waste in agricultural fields
due to the lack of economic
and technical means to
process them. Some farmers
resort to burning rice straw to
clear their fields efficiently, a
practice that releases harmful
greenhouse gases contributing
to climate change.

This is the challenge
that the United Kingdom
startup Straw Innovations, with
funding support from Innovate
UK, aims to address in the
Philippines. The company
seeks to transform dayami
into a source of bioenergy
and biogas through close

coordination with Philippine
and British partners, national
government agencies, and
local governments.

On October 7, the
Rice Straw Bioenergy Hub
(RSBH) was launched in Pila,
Laguna, in partnership with
the Southeast Asian Regional
Center for Graduate Study
and Research in Agriculture
(SEARCA), Aston University,
KoolMill ~ Systems  Ltd.,
the provincial government
of Laguna, and other local
government units.

This collaborative
climate mitigation initiative
supports  the  Philippines’
goals of enhancing climate
resilience, food  security,
sustainable agriculture, and

Continued on page 2...

Key policies adopted
at Loss and Damage
Fund Manila meet

By Marita Moaje

MANILA - The seventh
board meeting of the Fund
for Responding to Loss and
Damage (FRLD) concluded on
Thursday, with stakeholders
reaching a milestone and
marking a decisive step
toward making the Fund
fully operational and ready to
deliver aid to climate change-
vulnerable nations.

In a press briefing
on Friday, FRLD executive
director Ibrahima  Cheikh
Diong described the meeting
as “a turning point” in the
global effort to assist countries
suffering the most from
climate-induced disasters.

Diong said pledges to
the Fund are now at USD788
million, of which about
USD400 million has been
released or converted to cash.

He said the meetings
held Oct. 7 to 9 in Pasay City
resulted in the adoption by the
board of critical policies as the
Fund moves forward.

“Our board realized

that out of the money that
has already been pledged and
converted into money, into
cash flow rate, they wanted to
basically set up what they call
a standard phase of two years
for a USD250 million grant
only, USDS5 to USD20 million
per initiative, and focusing on
extreme weather conditions,”
he said.

Other key milestones

Diong cited other
significant outcomes of the
Manila meeting, including
the finalization of the
eligibility, accreditation and
access modalities, ensuring
that developing countries
can directly apply for grants
without the need for lengthy
or complex procedures, which
has been the biggest challenge
in climate finance.

He said the targeted
allocation of the USD250
million start-up phase will
prioritize the most exposed
countries.

The  board  also
approved the project

Continued on page 2...
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PNP’s focused agenda targets
fast, honest public service

By Jimmyley Guzman
QUEZON CITY (PIA)—
In line with President

Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr’s
‘Bagong Pilipinas’ vision, the
Philippine  National Police
(PNP) launched its Focused
Agenda—an innovative
initiative designed to enhance
efficiency, integrity, and
authenticity of police services
for every Filipino.

“Ang PNP Focused Agenda
ay hindi lamang plano ng
pamamahala—ito ay isang
panata sa bawat Pilipino,” said
PNP Acting Chief, PLTGEN
Jose Melencio C. Nartatez Jr.

(The PNP Focused Agenda is
not just a management plan—
itis a pledge to every Filipino.)

“Patuloy nating pinaiigting
ang paggamit ng mga yaman
ng organisasyon, isinusulong
ang kapakanan at moral
ng ating mga tauhan, at
pinatitibay ang operasyon sa
pamamagitan ng makabagong
pamamaraan ng pulisya. Higit
sa lahat, isinasabuhay natin
ang disiplina, integridad,
at  pakikipag-ugnayan sa
komunidad,” he added.
Continued on page 2...
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