
        
Beyond the 

4Ps: How an 
exemplary child 
found hope p. 5

				  
				  
				  
			 

Oktubre 20-26, 2025 P6.00VOLUME XLII No. 16

DepEd, Phivolcs intensify prompt, science-based disaster preps p.5

Palace: Romualdez as 
state witness on flood 
control mess up to... p. 2

Kapirasong Kritika p. 4

DMW seeks DFA, Hong 
Kong’s aid on 2 missing 
OFWs p. 3 

Stronger Together: CSOs and LGU unite 
to shape Cavite’s governance future
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By Wilnard Bacelonia and 
Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA – Senator Francis 
Escudero has filed his legal 
submission responding to a 
show cause order directing 
him to explain the PHP30- Continued on page 3...

million campaign donation he 
received from a construction 
firm executive during the 2022 
national elections on Monday 
before the Commission on 
Elections (Comelec).
	 The poll body 
earlier required Escudero to 

clarify the contribution from 
Lawrence Lubiano, president 
of Centerways Construction 
and Development Inc., 
to determine whether the 
donation complied with 
campaign finance laws that 

Study needed on proposed one-
month tax holiday – SAPIEA chief
By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA – Malacañang on 
Thursday said the government 
will carefully study a proposal 
of Senator Erwin Tulfo 

to grant a one-month tax 
holiday to help boost public 
confidence and ease the burden 
on Filipinos amid corruption 
investigations.
	 Special Assistant to 

the President for Investment 
and Economic Affairs 
(SAPIEA) Secretary Frederick 
Go said the measure must 
undergo a thorough review 

Continued on page 3...

Government Center, Trece 
Martires City on October 9, 
2025.
	 P r o v i n c i a l 
Administrator Engr. Gilbert 
V. Gandia warmly welcomed 
participants, highlighting the 
indispensable role of CSOs 
as vital partners in shaping 
inclusive and responsive local 
governance. Engr. Lorna R. 
Leyran, Provincial Planning 
and Development Coordinator, 

Continued on page 3...

IN a united effort to strengthen 
participatory governance, the 
Provincial Government of 
Cavite, through the Office of 
the Provincial Planning and 
Development Coordinator 
(OPPDC), in partnership with 
the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government (DILG) 
Cavite, convened Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs) for the 
Joint Organizational Meeting 
for Local Special Bodies 
held at the New Provincial 

Escudero files reply to Comelec 
on campaign donation case

Special Assistant to the President for Investment and Economic Affairs Secretary Frederick Go (File Photo)

PH hopes Gaza deal 
leads to long-term peace, 
stability in Middle East

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA – The Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA) on Friday 
welcomed the ceasefire peace 
deal reached between Israel and 
Hamas, which will facilitate 
the release of all remaining 
hostages in Gaza.
	 The DFA said this 
agreement represents a 
“monumental step towards de-
escalation and breathes fresh 
hopes for all those affected in the 
region, especially the hostages 
and the people in Gaza.”
	 In a statement, it said 
it recognizes the diplomatic 
efforts of the mediators — the 
United States, Qatar, Egypt, 
and Turkey — in bringing 
about the necessary pause in the 
hostilities.
	 “We welcome this 
breakthrough and congratulate 
the peacemakers,” the 
department said.
	 “The Philippines hopes 
this initial step will usher in 
long-term peace and stability 
in the region, where 2 million 

Filipinos live and thousands of 
seafarers sail through.”
	 US President Donald 
Trump formally announced on 
Thursday that Israel and Hamas 
have reached a deal on a plan 
that would end the two-year war 
in Gaza.
	 In a press conference, 
Israeli Ambassador to the 
Philippines Dana Kursh said 
the first phase of the agreement, 
which will see the release of all 
hostages from the Oct. 7 Hamas 
attack, will take effect with a 
ceasefire at 5 p.m. on Oct. 9 
(Philippine time).
	 Asked how Israel 
envisions the final phase to take 
form, Kursh reiterated Israel’s 
goal of “living in peace” with 
its neighbors.
	 “That’s the end game. 
There’s no other solutions. We 
all have strived for the same 
piece of land. We have to find 
a solution, but the solution has 
to come from leaders of Israelis 
and Palestinian leadership,” she 
said. (PNA)

Image courtesy of PNA



the significant reforms in the 
BOC under Nepomuceno’s 
leadership, highlighting 
the auction of forfeited or 
overstaying shipments and 
the implementation of an anti-
conflict of interest policy as 
key accomplishments of the 
agency.
	 She added that the 
BOC has achieved a 96.9 
percent digitalization rate to 
streamline processes within the 
agency, including transactions 
related to the implementation 
of the Overstaying Cargo 
Tracking System, the 
Enhanced e-Travel System, 
and ATA Carnet Monitoring.
	 The BOC, Castro said, 
is also working with the World 

Customs Organization.
	 “So, ito pong lahat ay 
para tugunan ang direktiba ng 
Pangulo [Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr.] na patayin hangga’t maaari 
o maiwasan ang korupsiyon sa 
ating bansa (All these efforts 
are in line with President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s 
directive to eliminate, or at the 
very least curb, corruption in 
the country),” she said.
	 “So, with this 
this report tingin natin at 
maaasahan natin ang magiging 
positibo naman sigurong 
tugon ng US State Department 
(we believe and can expect 
that the response from the US 
State Department will likely 
be positive).”

from page 8BOC... Unfazed by survey numbers
	 Meantime, Castro said 
Marcos is “not alarmed” by 
the results of the surveys.
	 Castro issued the 
statement, after Pulse Asia, 
in its latest Ulat ng Bayan 
poll, found that inflation 
and corruption remain the 
top concerns of Filipinos in 
September 2025.
	 “Unang-una po, 
kung sila po ay gumagawa 
ng survey, ang Pangulo po 
ay hindi naman po naaalarma 
sa numero. Patuloy pa rin po 
ang pagtatrabaho ng Pangulo 
para po lalong malabanan ang 
korapsyon dito sa ating bansa 
(First of all, when surveys are 
conducted, the President is not 
alarmed by the numbers. He 

continues to work diligently to 
further combat corruption in 
our country),” she said.
	 “At dati na po niyang 
sinabi (He has also said before 
that) ratings should not be 
based only on one survey. 
May mga pagkakataon po 
kasi naiiba ang resulta sa mga 
ibang survey (as there are 
times when results differ from 
other surveys).”
	 Other urgent concerns 
include increasing workers’ 
pay, fighting criminality, 
combating illegal drugs, and 
creating more jobs, according 
to a Pulse Asia survey.
	 Castro said Marcos 
will continue to listen to 
public sentiments and ensure 
that those responsible for 

irregularities in the flood 
control projects are held 
accountable.
	 “So, hayaan lang po 
natin magtuluy-tuloy ang 
proseso at ang Pangulo po 
ay hindi po magsasawalang-
bahala sa mga nadidinig niya 
na mga sentimyento ng ating 
mga kababayan. Magtiwala 
lang po tayo sa ating Pangulo 
at sa pamahalaang Marcos Jr. 
dahil ito po ay lumalaban sa 
korapsiyon (So, let us allow 
the process to continue, and 
the President will not ignore 
the sentiments he hears from 
our fellow citizens. Let us just 
trust in our President and in 
the Marcos Jr. administration 
because it is fighting against 
corruption),” she said. (PNA)

Mr. Glenn Philson Madronio, 
HIV Program Manager, 
delivered a comprehensive 
update on the state of 
the regional HIV/AIDS 
program. He presented recent 
epidemiological data, progress 
on testing and treatment 
uptake, gaps in geographic 
coverage, and challenges in 
linkage to care and retention.
Atty. Jhonna Joy V. Hernandez 
of the Initiatives for Dialogue 
and Empowerment through 
Alternative Legal Services 
(IDEALS, Inc.) led a session 
on the local legal and 
regulatory framework for 
HIV/AIDS programs. She 
discussed the HIV/AIDS 
Local Policy Ordinance, the 
functions of the Local AIDS 
Council, and the elimination 
of stigma and discrimination. 
Her presentation 
emphasized the importance 
of institutionalizing HIV 

services at the municipal 
level through the formulation 
of local ordinances aligned 
with Republic Act No. 11166 
(Philippine HIV and AIDS 
Policy Act of 2018). She 
also highlighted the role 
of Local AIDS Councils in 
ensuring effective program 
implementation and promoting 
a supportive, stigma-free 
community.
	 Following her 
presentation, participants 
engaged in group workshops 
to translate the legal 
and policy concepts into 
actionable strategies. Among 
the key thematic areas were 
refining the standardized 
referral system, addressing 
communication challenges, 
and identifying ideal practices 
to improve coordination and 
strengthen local HIV/AIDS 
responses.
	 Mr. Symsom 

from page 8Cavite... Maquera presented the latest 
developments in CBO-
led outreach efforts. He 
highlighted successes in peer-
led testing, linkages to care, 
targeted interventions in key 
populations, challenges in 
sustainability, and proposals 
for strengthening support 
systems and partnerships with 
local governments.
	 Ms. Haydelisa 
Maderazo, Provincial HIV 
Coordinator, delivered the 
accomplishment report of 
the Office of the Provincial 
Health Office which covered 
service delivery milestones, 
facility expansions, training 
initiatives, integration of HIV 
services into primary health 
care, and coordination with 
LGUs and partner agencies.
	 Meanwhile, Ms. 
Rhea Shiela Romero, 
Senior Technical Specialist, 
presented an update on the 
procurement strategies for 

HIV facilities, highlighting the 
ongoing efforts to ensure the 
timely and efficient delivery 
of essential medical supplies 
and commodities to support 
uninterrupted service delivery 
in health facilities.
	 The presence of Dr. 
Joselito R. Feliciano, Executive 
Director of the Philippine 
National AIDS Council, added 
more significance to the event. 
He provided an overview of 
the country’s HIV Prevention 
Roadmap 2025–2030 and 
shared insights on the national 
government’s strategic 
direction in addressing the 
rising number of HIV cases in 
the Philippines.
	 In his closing address, 
Mr. Glenn Philson Madronio 
thanked all participants for 
their active engagement 
and reaffirmed the DOH’s 
commitment to supporting 
local HIV response. He urged 
continuous collaboration, 

policy support, and timely 
implementation of the action 
plans drafted during the 
dialogue.
	 One of the major 
outputs of the two-day 
dialogue was the commitment 
of each LGU to formulate its 
own HIV/AIDS Ordinance to 
serve as the legal backbone 
for implementing local 
HIV programs, ensuring 
sustainability, and enhancing 
rights-based approaches in 
addressing the epidemic.
To ensure legal soundness 
and alignment with national 
frameworks, the drafted 
ordinances will be reviewed 
and validated by IDEALS, 
Inc., a recognized partner 
organization providing 
technical assistance on 
governance and policy 
development.— OPIO

Palace: Romualdez as state witness on flood control mess up to DOJ
By Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA – Malacañang 
said Tuesday it is up to the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) 
to determine whether former 
House of Representatives 
Speaker, Leyte Rep. Martin 
Romualdez, may qualify as a 
state witness in the ongoing 
probe into the multibillion-
peso flood control scandal.
	 Asked whether 
Romualdez could be granted 
immunity in exchange for 
testimony, Palace Press 

Officer Claire Castro said 
such consideration would 
depend on the value of his 
disclosures.
	 “Depende po sa 
kaniyang magiging salaysay 
at kung ano po ang kaniyang 
mailalahad at depende na 
po rin iyan sa Department 
of Justice kung siya ba ay 
maituturing na isang state 
witness at ito naman po ay 
irirekomenda sa korte (It 
depends on his testimony 
and what he can present, 
and it also depends on 

the Department of Justice 
whether he can be considered 
a state witness. This will be 
recommended to the court),” 
Castro told reporters in a 
Palace briefing.
	 “So, hindi pa po 
natin masasabi kung siya’y 
puwedeng maging state 
witness o hindi (The Palace 
cannot say whether he will 
qualify as a state witness or 
not).”
	 Romualdez on 
Monday appeared before the 
Independent Commission for 

Infrastructure (ICI), the body 
created through Executive 
Order 94 signed by President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to 
investigate the multi-billion 
flood control anomalies.
	 He vowed 
full cooperation in 
uncovering irregularities 

in flood mitigation projects 
nationwide.
	 The former Speaker 
has been tagged in previous 
legislative inquiries on the 
flood control anomalies – 
accusations he has since 
denied. (PNA)

Leyte 1st District Rep. Ferdinand Martin Romualdez (PNA file photo by Joan Bondoc)

intermission numbers that 
celebrated cooperative 
talent and unity. The 
Closing Program featured 
the awarding of certificates 
to outstanding cooperatives 
and partners, recognizing 

their commitment to 
cooperative excellence.
	 Mr. Ismael F. 
Fampula, Provincial 
CDS of CDA-Region IV-
A, delivered the closing 
remarks, commending 

from page 8Cavite... the collaborative efforts 
of Cavite cooperatives in 
driving shared prosperity 
and sustainable development 
across the province.— A. 
Sarte (Cavite PIO)
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from page 1 Stronger...
led the introduction of 
members of the Local Special 
Bodies, which include the 
Local Development Council, 
Local Health Board, Local 
School Board, and Local 
Peace and Order Council. She 
underscored the importance 
of these bodies as platforms 
for meaningful collaboration 
between government and civil 
society in crafting policies 

and programs that address 
community needs.
	 The meeting featured 
a series of comprehensive 
presentations by DILG Cavite 
officials. LGOO III Niña 
Norisa C. Maranga discussed 
the roles and functions of the 
Local Development Council, 
followed by LGOO III Maria 
May M. Ambata, who tackled 
the Local Health Board. 

LGOO II Amiel Dela Rosa 
elaborated on the functions of 
the Local School Board, while 
LGOO III Rey Ann M. Avilla 
explained the responsibilities 
of the Local Peace and Order 
Council. These discussions 
equipped CSO participants 
with a deeper understanding 
of their active role in local 
governance structures.
	 Participants then 
engaged in an action planning 

session, where CSOs mapped 
out strategies to strengthen 
their involvement and ensure 
their voices are heard in 
policy-making processes. 
Concluding the productive 
activity, DILG Cavite OIC-
Provincial Director Marcial 
A. Juangco delivered an 
inspiring message, reaffirming 
the agency’s commitment to 
empowering CSOs as key 
partners in development, 

transparency, and good 
governance.
	 Through the joint 
initiative, the OPPDC and 
DILG Cavite continue to build 
stronger linkages between 
the government and civil 
society, paving the way for 
more transparent, accountable, 
and people-centered local 
governance in the Province of 
Cavite.— R. Dones (Cavite 
PIO)

by the Department of Finance 
(DOF) and the Department 
of Budget and Management 
(DBM) before any decision is 
made.
	 “Bagong-bago po ito. 
Kailangang pag-aralan ito 
nang mabuti ng Department 
of Finance at ng DBM po(This 
is a new proposal. It must be 
studied carefully by the DOF 
and the DBM). This is quite a 
big matter, and I think it’s best 

to give the DOF and the DBM 
time to carefully study this 
proposal,” Go said in a Palace 
press briefing.
	 Tulfo earlier floated 
the idea of suspending tax 
collections for a month, 
saying it could help lift public 
morale and stimulate spending 
amid concerns over alleged 
corruption in flood control 
projects.
	 When asked if he 

from page 1Study... agreed with the senator’s logic, 
Go said it would be premature 
to take a position without full 
analysis.
	 “I’d like to defer this 
matter to the Department of 
Finance and the DBM because 
this really has to be studied 
carefully. I would hesitate 
to make a response that’s 
probably not very well thought 
about,” he said.
	 Go, who heads the 
government’s investment 

promotion efforts, stressed 
that the Marcos administration 
remains focused on 
maintaining fiscal discipline 
while implementing reforms to 
make the business environment 
more competitive.
	 The Palace official 
noted that the government is 
pursuing programs like the 
Corporate Recovery and Tax 
Incentives for Enterprises to 
Maximize Opportunities for 
Reinvigorating the Economy 

(CREATE MORE) Act, the 
Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP) Code, and Green Lanes 
for Strategic Investments to 
attract investors and sustain 
growth.
	 “These programs are 
meant to ensure that reforms 
remain sound, sustainable, 
and credible to both local and 
foreign investors,” Go said. 
(PNA)

DMW seeks DFA, Hong Kong’s aid on 2 missing OFWs

MISSING FILIPINO WORKERS. Imee Mahilum Pabuaya, 24, and Aleli Perez Tibay, 
33, are reported missing since Oct. 4, and last seen in Tsuen Wan District, Hong Kong. 
The Department of Migrant Workers said on Tuesday (Oct. 14, 2025) they are in close 
coordination with Hong Kong authorities to investigate the incident and locate the two 
missing Filipino workers. (Photo circulated by the Hong Kong Police Force)

By Marita Moaje and Joyce 
Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA – The Department 
of Migrant Workers (DMW) 
expressed deep concern over 
the reported disappearance of 
two overseas Filipino workers 
in Hong Kong and assured 
the public that the agency is 
now in close coordination 
with Hong Kong authorities to 
locate the missing workers.
	 In an interview on 
Tuesday in Mandaluyong City, 
Migrant Workers Secretary 
Hans Leo Cacdac said they 
are also working with the 
Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA), the Philippine 
Consulate General, the Hong 
Kong Police Force, and the 
Hong Kong Immigration 
Department.
	 “As of now, yes, 
we have received that type 
of information and we’re 
currently working with our 
DFA, our Consulate General’s 

office on this matter,” he said.
	 A DMW statement on 
Tuesday identified the missing 
OFWs as Imee Mahilum 
Pabuaya, 24, and Aleli Perez 
Tibay, 33.
	 It said that based 
on reports from its Migrant 
Workers Office (MWO) in 
Hong Kong, the two were last 
seen on Oct. 4 at the Tsuen 
Wan District.
	 The DMW is appealing 
to anyone with information on 
the whereabouts of Pabuaya 
and Tibay to reach out to the 
Philippine consulate or MWO-
Hong Kong, emphasizing that 
even the smallest detail or 
photograph could help hasten 
the search.
	 Meanwhile, the DMW 
also expressed solidarity with 
the families of the two OFWs 
while assuring them that all 
possible measures are being 
taken to locate their loved 
ones.
	 The agency said it 

is on standby and ready to 
provide all necessary support, 
including legal, medical, 
emergency assistance and 
even emotional aid to their 
families.
	 “Sa gitna 
ng pangambang ito, 
pinanghahawakan natin ang 
pag-asa. Hindi kayo nag-iisa. 
Kaisa ninyo ang buong DMW, 
pamahalaan, at sambayanang 
Pilipino sa panalangin at 
pagkilos para sa ligtas na 
pagbabalik nina Imee at Aleli 
(Amidst this fear, we hold onto 
hope. You are not alone. The 
entire DMW, government, and 
Filipino people are united in 
prayer and action for the safe 
return of Imee and Aleli),” it 
said.
	 The DMW also 
reiterated its commitment 
to protect the welfare of all 
Filipino workers abroad, 
stressing that the safety and 
well-being of every OFW 
remain its foremost duty.

	 In response, DFA 
Spokesperson Angelica 
Escalona said the Philippine 
Consulate General in 
Hong Kong, as well as the 
Migrant Workers Office and 
Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration, have already 
contacted the employer and 
the next-of-kin of the two 
missing Filipino nationals.
	 “The Philippine 
Consulate General in Hong 
Kong is in coordination with 
the police and the immigration 

department on the whereabouts 
of our two missing kababayans 
in Hong Kong,” she said in a 
statement.
	 “Further updates on 
this case will be provided by 
the Department of Migrant 
Workers.” 
	 Individuals with 
information are urged to 
contact the DMW through 
+852 2866 0640 or mwo_
hongkong@dmw.gov.ph . 
(PNA)

Escudero’s submission and 
issue its resolution after all 
concerned parties have filed 
their respective responses.
	 Comelec Chairperson 
George Garcia said that for the 
poll body, all the ingredients 
are complete for the 
Political Finance and Affairs 
Department (PFAD) to have a 
disposition on the matter.
	 “They (PFAD) are 
in charge of data gathering, 
fact-finding. It is up to them 
whether or not to charge the 
contractor and candidate,” he 
said in an interview.
	 “We will not interfere 
in that process. We will leave 

Escudero... from page 1

prohibit certain entities or 
individuals with government 
contracts from making 
political contributions.
	 Escudero’s legal 
counsel, Ramon Esguerra, 
said the senator’s camp filed 
its position paper early to 
respect the Comelec process 
and to show confidence in the 
legality of the transaction.
	 “We’re filing our 
submission early to respect the 
Comelec process. Our position 
is clear: the donation was legal, 
fully declared, and follows 
long-standing practice. The 
law is on our side, and we are 

confident the Comelec will 
find no fault,” Esguerra said in 
a statement.
	 He said the 
contribution in question was 
properly declared in Escudero’s 
Statement of Contributions 
and Expenditures (SOCE) and 
was made in accordance with 
existing election rules.
	 Escudero earlier 
said he welcomed the 
Comelec’s review as part of 
ensuring transparency and 
accountability in campaign 
financing.
	 The poll body 
is expected to evaluate 

that office to decide what 
they think about this case. A 
defense has been given, and 
we will see if that is against 
the provisions of the law.”
	 Asked about what was 
stated in the senator’s affidavit, 
Garcia said, “What he is 
saying publicly, as well. That 
he really accepted it (donation) 
in his personal capacity and 
private funds as a friend of 
(Lawrence) Lubiano.”
	 He said they would 
weigh the contents of the 
affidavit and find out if it 
is a sufficient defense or a 
violation of Section 95 of the 
Omnibus Election Code.

	 Garcia also said 
they would invite Lubiano to 
appear before the poll body to 
provide more details regarding 
his campaign contributions.
	 Section 95 provides 
that “no contribution for 
purposes of partisan political 
activity shall be made directly 
or indirectly by any of the 
following: (c) Natural and 
juridical persons who hold 
contracts or sub-contracts to 
supply the government or any 
of its divisions, subdivisions 
or instrumentalities, with 
goods or services or to perform 
construction or other works.” 
(PNA)
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NEWSWEEKLY

Ultimate transparency now
PLACING the FAPs in the UA has 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
eating his words before the investor 
community about the importance 
of the key infrastructure that the 
country sorely lacks.
	 It is estimated that the 
unprogrammed appropriations 
(UA) in the yearly national 
budgets have totaled P1 trillion 
in the past three years, which 
is about the same amount of 
pork barrel insertions. Thus, the 
campaign to erase the UA in the 
budget is all about the war against 
the unconstitutional pork barrel.
	 Activist groups in the 
House of Representatives cited a 
compelling reason to remove the 
UA since the DBM, through it, has 
hijacked the power of the purse 
that belongs to Congress.
	 “The DBM assumed 
a lot of authority in terms of 
the approval and release of the 
funds that are parked under this 
very controversial, this very 
complicated source of corruption 
in the budget,” Akbayan Rep. 
Perci Cendaña said.
	 The Palace’s defense 
is that the UA is needed for 
emergency purposes, but Cendaña 
pointed out that the Office of 
the President has a contingency 
fund of P13 billion to address the 
effects of calamities and other 
emergencies.
	 The President also has 
P31 billion in calamity funds, “and 
if they need more, they can always 
pass a supplemental budget.”
	 The call to strike the UA 
from the General Appropriations 
Act should be taken as a response 
to the pork barrel amid the 
perversion of the 2025 GAA, 
which has gone down in history as 
the most corrupt budget ever.
	 Filipinos are calling 
for transparency in the budget, 
which can only be achieved if 
the items are all programmed and 
scrutinized by Congress against 
the UA, which are usually lump 
sum amounts.
	 Cendaña said the 
majority of the House will likely 
junk the proposal, but he said that 
“we are going to still push for it 
really hard come the period of 
amendments.”
	 Budget watchdogs have 
been demanding that the DBM 

and the House appropriations 
committee explain the existence of 
foreign-assisted projects (FAPs) in 
the UA, which is incongruent with 
the priority that it should be given.
	 FAPs are flagship 
projects funded through official 
development assistance (ODA) 
loans with highly concessional 
terms.
	 “What happens if 
additional revenues are not raised, 
which is a condition for a program 
to be implemented under the UA; 
it means we will still have to 
pay the commitment fees. Every 
year that a foreign assistance 
project is delayed, that’s another 
year that we will have to pay the 
commitment fees,” the partylist 
lawmaker said.
	 Placing the FAPs in 
the UA has President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. eating his words 
before the investor community 
about the importance of the key 
infrastructure that the country 
sorely lacks.
	 “To be frank about it, he’s 
the one who’s embarrassed. He 
has been courting these investors 
to lend money,” Cendaña said.
	 Davao City Rep. Sid 
Ungab had exposed the ODA 
projects that were relegated to 
the UA to create fiscal space for 
pork barrel items. It has become 
a source of embarrassment for the 
country, which should follow a 
strict timeline agreed on with the 
lenders.
	 Despite the vow of the 
DBM to reduce the UA, it remains 
at P238 billion in the proposed 
2026 budget, which is bigger 
than the budgets of either the 
Department of Transportation or 
the Department of Agriculture.
	 The threat from the UA, 
however, is that as long as it exists, 
the pork barrel will remain since 
it provides a parking lot for items 
sideswiped by the pet projects of 
legislators.
	 All the maneuvers to 
create the pork barrel, including 
the blank items and the insertions 
in the bicameral conference 
committee, involve the UA, thus, 
it provides the lifeline for the 
corruption involving the budget.
	 There is no excuse not to 
end it. (DT)

intelektwal at may iilang 
kilusang panlipunan na 
umusbong sa posisyong 
kontra sa “pasismo ng 
kapwa Kaliwa at Kanan.” 
Makikita sa hanay na ito 
ang mga nagpapakilalang 
liberal pero sumulpot din 
dito ang marami sa mga 
neo-konserbatibo. Mula sa 
hanay ng huli, marami ang 
nagtanggol sa mga gerang 
agresyon ng US laban sa 
mga bansang umano’y 
nagkakanlong ng mga 
terorista.
	 Dahil sa galit 
ni Abinales sa Kaliwa, 
ginamit niya ang temang 
ito sa isyu ni Palparan, at 
lalo tuloy nakita ang labis 
na pokus sa dahas. Dahil 
sa Pilipinas, napakalayo ng 
Kaliwa sa Kanan, at ang 
huli lang ang kilalang may 
“panatisismong ideolohikal 
at pagmamahal sa baril.” 
Sa Pilipinas, ang Kaliwa 
ay kalahok sa paglaban 
sa dayuhang mananakop, 
gulugod ng paglaban sa 
Batas Militar ni Marcos, at 
nangunguna sa paglaban 
sa mga pangulong kontra-
maralita. Kapag lumalaban 
ang masa, ang kasama nila 
ay ang Kaliwa.
	 Eh ang Kanan? 
Maganda lang sa kahibangan 
ni Abinales, tagapagsalita ni 
Palparan.

20 Agosto 2014

Hating the Left
nagboluntaryo si Abinales 
na maging tagapagsalita ni 
Palparan kontra sa Kaliwa. 
Wala siyang mabuting 
masabi tungkol sa Kaliwa 
pero nagpaulan siya ng 
papuri kay Palparan. Inuulit 
niya sa pamamagitan ng 
pagpapalagay ang linya 
ni Palparan: na lahat ng 
biniktima ng berdugo ay 
mga Komunista o mga 
tagasuporta nila. Ni hindi 
mabanggit ni Abinales ang 
praseng “human rights 
violations,” dahil tila 
pawang lehitimong target 
para sa kanya ang mga 
biniktima ng berdugo.
	 At naroon ang 
dahilan kung bakit galit 
ang Kaliwa kay Palparan, 
na pangunahing historikal 
at hindi sikolohikal. 
Napakarami niyang 
ginawang paglabag sa 
karapatang pantao – na 
hindi dapat sa mga aktibista 
at kahit sa mga miyembro 
ng New People’s Army. At 
para saan? Para ipagtanggol 
ang rehimen ni Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo at ang 
sistemang pinaghaharian 
ng iilang mayaman at 
makapangyarihan. Sa 
pagtinging ito, masyado 
nang banat at abstrakto na 
sabihing magkapareho ang 
Kaliwa at si Palparan.
	 Pero lumang tema 
na ang umano’y pagiging 
magkapareho ng Kaliwa 
at Kanan. Sa Kanluran, 
maraming kilusang 

“PAREHO lang kayo.” 
Iyan, sa ordinaryong 
pananalita ng karaniwang 
tao, ang mensahe ni 
Patricio N. Abinales, 
nagsulat ng napakaraming 
artikulong kontra-Kaliwa 
na nagpapakilalang 
intelektwal, sa kanyang 
artikulong “Hating 
Palparan.” Ginamit niya 
ang pa-intelektwal at pa-
sikolohikal na praseng 
“mirror image” para sabihing 
pareho lang ang kilusang 
Komunista o Kaliwa at si 
dating Major General Jovito 
Palparan: parehong may 
“panatisismong ideolohikal 
at pagmamahal sa baril,” sa 
mga salita niya.
	 Kakatwa ang 
paggamit ni Abinales 
ng sikolohiyang pop. 
Pseudo-teoretikal ang 
kanyang pagtatapos, para 
bang gumagaya sa mga 
intelektwal na kapwa 
niya gradweyt sa Cornell 
University pero hindi 
matularan: “At halos lagi, 
ang pagnanasa (desire) na 
wasakin ang nagpapaalala 
sa iyo ng sarili mo ang 
nagiging priyoridad.” Naks! 
Hindi natin alam kung kaya 
niyang humalaw sa mga 
sulatin nina Sigmund Freud 
o Jacques Lacan para sa 
deklarasyong iyan. O batay 
lang ba iyan sa danas niya 
sa kanyang magulang at 
kaanak?
	 Anu’t anuman, 
sa artikulong ito, 

Photo courtesy of Daily Tribune
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DepEd, Phivolcs intensify 
prompt, science-based 
disaster preps

Beyond the 4Ps: How an 
exemplary child found hope

but also have community 
participation and influence.
	 As the youngest of 
four siblings, Susosco grew 
up in a modest home filled 
with love and hope.
	 “I’m the youngest 
among my four siblings. We 
grew up surrounded by the 
love of my parents. Though 
we don’t have much in 
terms of money, we are rich 
in discipline, faith, and hope 
in our family,” she said.
	 In 2015, her family 
became part of 4Ps, with 
her older siblings as the first 
monitored children. Though 
the grant they received 
helped financial burdens, 
her parents didn’t rely on it 
solely but still worked hard 
to provide for the family.
	 “The grant from 4Ps 
helps with our education 
expenses and for additional 
food needs, but my mother 
still does extra work as a 
massage therapist, cooks 
rice cakes, and makes 
handmade keychains.”
	 Susosco emphasized 
that she helped her mother 
in selling keychains at 
school with her teacher’s 

permission, where she was 
able to save up some money.
	 Through the family 
development session (FDS), 
4Ps beneficiaries learned 
practical knowledge in life 
and guided their family.
	 “Through the FDS, 
we learn a lot that shapes 
our future, from saving 
money, family values, 
proper discipline, and even 
the importance of family 
bonding,” Susosco said.
	 Her high hopes 
are her driving force to 
persevere in achieving her 
dream for her family—a 
better future.
	 “I do have a lot of 
dreams; one of those is to 
build my parents a house, to 
have a successful life, and 
to rise from poverty,” she 
said.
	 For Susosco, her 
4Ps journey is more than a 
financial grant but a strong 
hope for the future.
	 “Ang 4Ps ay hindi 
lang pinansyal na tulong 
sa amin, isa itong tulay at 
paalala at pag-asa.” (KA 
PIA4A)

SCIENCE-BASED PREPS. Department of Education (DepEd) Secretary Sonny Angara (3rd from left) meets Department of Science 
and Technology (DOST) Secretary Renato Solidum Jr. (4th from left) at the DepEd Central Office in Pasig City on Tuesday (Oct. 14, 
2025) to strengthen coordination between the DepEd and the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology. The partnership 
seeks to ensure prompt and science-based disaster preparedness. (Photo courtesy of DepEd)

Photo courtesy of DSWD 4A

for a better future.
	 Hailed as the 
representative of Calabarzon 
in the National Child 
Congress, she embodies the 
program vision of 4Ps—a 
role model for 4Ps children 
who excel academically 

Pilipino Program (4Ps), 
proves that her age doesn’t 
define what she can do. But 
through her determination, 
academic excellence, and 
community involvement, 
she can be an inspiration for 
others to hope and dream 

By Kristianne Andrade

“Even though I’m young, I 
can still make a difference.”
	 At 13, Klouie 
Susosco, an exemplary 
child beneficiary of the 
Pantawid Pamilyang sa pagsuspinde ng klase 

hanggang sa pagpapatuloy 
ng pag-aaral, ay nakabatay 
sa siyensya at hindi sa 
pangamba (That’s why 
coordination with Phivolcs 
is very important so that 
every decision, from class 
suspensions to learning 
continuity, are science-
based, not from fear),” he 
said.
	 Angara said that 
following his visit in 
Cebu and Davao Oriental 
to assess the damage 
wrought by earthquakes, 
he understood more deeply 
how crucial accurate data 
and coordination are.
	 “Sa tulong ng 
Phivolcs, masisiguro nating 
ang bawat hakbang ng 
DepEd ay mabilis, ligtas, at 
may batayang siyentipiko 
(With the help of Phivolcs, 
we can ensure that every 
action of DepEd is swift, 
safe, and science-based).”
	 Under the strategic 
partnership, Phivolcs will 
provide training programs to 
capacitate DepEd regional 
and field offices in building 
integrity assessment and 
earthquake response, using 
checklist-based procedures 
for automatic safety alerts.
	 In particular, the 
partnership aims to ensure 
that all schools near fault 
lines are “over-engineered” 

to withstand strong 
earthquakes.
	 The collaboration 
is expected to result in a 
faster and more coordinated 
emergency response.
	 DepEd also 
proposed the establishment 
of a DepEd Command 
Center with Phivolcs, which 
will serve as a monitoring 
hub for both early warning 
and disaster response.
	 To prevent 
misinformation, both 
agencies also vowed to 
release science-based 
advisories and information 
materials.
	 Angara, however, 
underscored the need 
to balance disaster 
preparedness with the 
continuity of learning.
	 Temporary class 
suspensions, the DepEd 
said, must be based on 
Phivolcs advisories, actual 
on-ground situations, and 
the readiness of schools 
to continue classroom 
learning.
	 Earlier, the agency 
said it would ensure 
proper coordination with 
regional and division 
field offices to prioritize 
learning continuity through 
alternative delivery modes 
(ADMs), such as online or 
modular learning. (PNA)

Jr. on Tuesday strengthened 
DepEd’s partnership with 
the Philippine Institute 
of Volcanology and 
Seismology (Phivolcs) to 
ensure prompt and science-
based disaster preparedness.
	 In a statement, 

Angara said the 
government’s disaster 
response measures must be 
both swift and accurate.
	 “Kaya mahalaga 
ang pakikipag-ugnayan 
sa Phivolcs para ang 
bawat desisyon, mula 

By Stephanie Sevillano

MANILA – Department 
of Education (DepEd) 
Secretary Sonny Angara 
and Department of Science 
and Technology (DOST) 
Secretary Renato Solidum 
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Republic of the Philippines
Fourth Judicial Region
Regional Trial Court of Cavite
Office of the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff
New Justice Hall, J.P. Rizal Avenue, Kaybagal 
South, Tagaytay City

EJF NO. TG-24-088
FOR: Extra-Judicial Foreclosure
of Real Estate Mortgage Under Act
No. 3135, As Amended by Act No. 4118

RIZAL COMMERCIAL BANKING
CORPORATION, (in its capacity as successor-in-
interest of RCBC Savings Bank, Inc.) represented by
Atty. Leonardo A. Yepes, Jr.,			 
Petitioner-Mortgagee,	
	  
-versus-					   
 
SPS. DENNIS C. AND LIVIA B. MANGAOIL
as represented by AIF Eva Arzaga,
Respondents-Mortgagors,		
x------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE
	 Upon extra-judicial foreclosure sale under Act 
3135, as amended, filed by Petitioner-Mortgagee, RIZAL 
COMMERCIAL BANKING CORPORATION, (in its capacity 
as successor-in-interest of RCBC Savings Bank, Inc.), a 
corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the 
laws of the Republic of the  Philippines, with principal office 
and place of business at 28th Floor AT Yuchengco Centre, 
25th & 26th Sts., Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City, pursuant 
to the terms and conditions of the Real Estate Mortgage 
(“MORTGAGE”) executed and notarized on March 26, 2024 
by Respondents-Mortgagors, SPS. DENNIS C. MANGAOIL 
AND LIVIA B. MANGAOIL, both of legal age, Filipino citizens, 
with residence and postal addresses at (1) 939 Mindoro St., 
Sampaloc, Manila, (2) Dabubu Pequeno, San Agustin Isabela, 
Philippines and (3) Unit 823 Mondavi 3, Brgy. Lalaan, Silang, 
Cavite, Philippines, represented by EVA B. ARZAGA, as per 
Special Power of Attorney executed and notarized on May 16, 
2013 in favor of the Petitioner/Mortgagee, over a real estate 
property including improvements thereon, described in and 
covered by CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 
076-2023000899 of the Registry of Deeds for Tagaytay City, 
to satisfy the outstanding obligation of the Mortgagors in the 
amount of ONE MILLION SIX HUNDRED SEVENTY-SEVEN 
THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED FORTY-FOUR PESOS AND 
79/100 (Php1,677,944.79) exclusive of any penalties and 
interest, as of June 14, 2024, the undersigned Clerk of Court 
& Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Cavite thru 
her deputy, Oliver N. Mendoza, will sell at public auction on 
January 15, 2026 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning or soon 
thereafter, at the New Hall of Justice of Tagaytay City, to the 
highest bidder, for Cash or Manager’s Check and in Philippine 
Currency, the following property with all its improvements 
thereon, to wit:

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 076-
2023000899
Registry of Deeds for Tagaytay City

“IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the unit identified and 

described as:

8TH FLOOR : 8F-23 : 2-BEDROOM UNIT : 44.58 SQ. M

in the diagrammatic floor plan appended to the enabling 
or master deed of the condominium project annotated on 
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 2013000079 which 
embraces and describes the land located at BRGY. OF 
LALAAN, MUN. OF SILANG, PROV. OF CAVITE, IS. OF 
LUZON with an area of ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-THREE (1,473) Square Meter, is registered in the 
name of:
Owner: SPOUSES DENNIS C. MANGAOIL, FILIPINO, AND 
LIVIA B. MANGAOIL, ROMANIAN
Address: DABUBU PEQUENO SAN AGUSTIN, ISABELA, 
PROVINCE”

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date, it shall be held on January 22, 2026 without further 
notice.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate and verify for themselves the CONDOMINIUM 
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 076-2023000899, the 
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above stated time and date.

Tagaytay City, Philippines, October 13, 2025.

ATTY. VARBRA ANN A. VARIAS-DIMAYUGA
Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff

OLIVER N. MENDOZA
Sheriff-In-Charge

Copy Furnished:

RIZAL COMMERCIAL BANKING CORPORATION, 
(in its capacity as successor-in-interest of RCBC Savings 
Bank, Inc.)
Petitioner-Mortgagee
28th Floor AT Yuchengco Centre, 25th & 26th Sts., Bonifacio 
Global City, Taguig City

SPS. DENNIS C. MANGAOIL AND LIVIA B. MANGAOIL
Respondents-Mortgagors
(1) 939 Mindoro St., Sampaloc, Manila, 
(2) Dabubu Pequeno, San Agustin Isabela, Philippines 
(3) Unit 823 Mondavi 3, Brgy. Lalaan, Silang, Cavite, 
Philippines

EVA B. ARZAGA
Attorney-in-Fact of the Respondents-Mortgagors 
939 Mindoro St., Sampaloc, Manila

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE, 
DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF THE AUCTION SALE 
UNDER THE PENALTY OF LAW

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly 
October 13, 20 & 27, 2025

 

 

 
 

Career Opportunity in P.IMES CORP.  

Position Title:  CONSULTANT 2 

Job Description: 

• To lead manufacturing cost reduction. 
• To lead productivity improvement per manpower. 
• To support financial management and communication with headquarters finance. 

Qualification: 

• 1 Vacancy  
• With at least 5 years working experience as Consultant in a manufacturing company involving manufacturing 

cost control and productivity improvement 
• Fluent in English and Japanese Language or must have N2 Japanese Language Proficiency Certificate  

Interested applicants may send resume to jsalvarez@pimes.com.ph / recruitment@pimes.com.ph 
 

Company / Employer Name of Foreign National intending to apply for the 
position 

Company Name: P.IMES CORP. 
Company Address: Blk. 16 Phase 4, Cavite 
Economic Zone, Rosario, Cavite 
Nature of Business: Manufacturing  

Name: Kazutoshi Sugimura 
Address: Makati City 
Nationality: Japanese 
Intended period of employment: One (1) year 

P.IMES CORP.  hereby declares that the above-name foreign national is able, willing, and qualified to perform the 
services and job description for this position. The company has the intention to employ the said foreign national and 
apply for an Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and Employment- Regional Office No. 
IV-A located at 3rd and 4th floor, Andenson Bldg. II, Brgy. Parian, Calamba City, Laguna. 
Any Filipino jobseeker who is competent, able and willing to perform the services for which the foreign national is 
intended to be hired for, may file an objection at DOLE Regional Office No. IV-A located at 3rd and 4th floor, 
Andenson Bldg. II, Brgy. Parian, Calamba City, Laguna within 30 days from date of publication.  

Please inform DOLE Regional Office if you have information of any criminal offense committed by foreign 
nationals.  

 Ang Caviteno Newsweekly 
October 13, 20, 2025

Unprogrammed 
appropriations needed 
to boost calamity 
funds - Palace
By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA – Malacañang on Tuesday underscored 
the importance of unprogrammed appropriations 
(UAs), as calamity funds run low.
	 In a press briefing, Palace Press Officer 
Claire Castro allayed some lawmakers’ concerns 
over the possibility that UAs could be used as a 
“pork barrel” or “magic fund.”
	 “Sa palagay po at sa tingin ng pamahalaan, 
lalung lalo na po ng DBM [Department of Budget 
and Management], sinasabi po natin, ang budget 
lalung-lalo na sa unprogrammed appropriations 
ay kinakailangan po, lalung lalo na po ito (The 
government, especially the DBM, believes that 
the budget —particularly the unprogrammed 
appropriations— is necessary, now more than 
ever),” Castro said.
	 “Hindi po ba nagkakaroon tayo ng 
sinasabi nating magkakaroon ng pag-deplete 
ng funds sa NDRRM [National Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management] dahil sa maraming 
nangyayaring kalamidad sa ngayon (As we know, 
the NDRRM Fund is being depleted due to the 
increasing number of calamities we are currently 
experiencing).”
	 Castro said the UAs will be utilized once 
other funding sources, such as the Contingent 
Fund, are exhausted.
	 She ensured the prudent use of 
unprogrammed appropriations, emphasizing 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s resolve to keep 
the proposed PHP6.793-trillion national budget for 
2026 clean and free of irregularities.
	 “Kaya po tandaan po natin, kahit po ito 
ay nasa unprogrammed, iingatan po ang budget 
na ito at hindi naman po agad ito mailalabas para 
katakutan nila at sasabihing magiging pork barrel 
lamang (That’s why we must remember that even 
if these are unprogrammed funds, they will be 
handled with care. These funds won’t be released 
immediately, so there’s no need for alarm or to 
assume they will be used as pork barrel),” Castro 
said.
	 “Ngayon po sabi nga natin, ang Pangulo 
mismo ang nagpapaimbestiga patungkol dito sa 
maanomalyang paggamit ng pondo para sa flood 
control projects. Mas lalo pong pag-iingatan 
ng Pangulo ang budget na ito para mas maging 
maganda at hindi malustay ang pera kung saan-
saan (As we said, the President himself has ordered 
an investigation into the anomalous use of funds 
for flood control projects. This is why he will be 
even more cautious with the budget, to ensure it is 
used properly and not wasted).”
	 Castro said the DBM will also review the 
2026 General Appropriations Bill (GAB), once 
approved by both the Senate and the House of 
Representatives.
	 She reiterated that Marcos will veto all 
flawed provisions in the 2026 budget plan.
	 “Nakausap po natin mismo ang mga taga-
DBM. Hihintayin po muna nilang matapos at isang 
reviewhan na lang. At kung meron talagang hindi 
tutugma, malamang po mavi-veto kung anong 
dapat ma-veto (We spoke directly with officials 
from the DBM. They will wait until the process is 
finished and conduct one final review. If there are 
provisions that truly don’t align, those are likely to 
be vetoed as necessary),” Castro said.
	 The GAB becomes the General 
Appropriations Act once signed into law by the 
President. (PNA)
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RTWPB-C. Luzon 
OKs wage hike for 
workers, ‘kasambahay’

Senate OKs House 
request to extend session 
for 2026 budget approval

Recto warns VAT cut 
may hike debt, risk 
credit downgrade

DOE sets auction for 
waste-to-energy projects

PCG employees 
empowered through 
Civilian Self-Defense 
Intro Workshop

By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA – The Regional Tripartite Wages and 
Productivity Board (RTWPB)-3 (Central Luzon) 
has granted wage increases for daily minimum 
wage earners ranging from PHP50 to PHP80 while 
a PHP500 adjustment has also been approved for 
domestic workers or “kasambahay,” the Department 
of Labor and Employment (DOLE) said Tuesday.
	 In a social media post, the RTWPB-3 through 
Wage Order No. Regional Board III-26 said the 
increase will be given to non-agriculture workers in 
two tranches -- the first tranche amounting to PHP20 
will be effective Oct. 30, while the next PHP20 will 
be effective April 16, 2026.
	 In total, the minimum wage of workers will 
be PHP600.
	 For workers in the agriculture sector, an 
increase of PHP20 will also be effective on Oct. 30, 
while the second tranche amounting to PHP30 will 
be given on April 16, 2026.
	 The minimum wage will be PHP570 after 
the effectivity of the final tranche.
	 Retail/service workers will have an increase 
of PHP20 in the first tranche and an additional PHP50 
for the second tranche. Upon effectivity, workers will 
be receiving PHP590 a day.
	 The said wage adjustments cover workers 
in six provinces, namely, Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva 
Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac and Zambales.
	 The current minimum wages in the region are 
PHP550 for non-agriculture, PHP520 for agriculture 
and PHP540 for retail and/service.
	 In Aurora, non-agricultural workers will be 
receiving an additional PHP60, with the first tranche 
of PHP20 to be given Oct. 30, and PHP20 for the 
second tranche effective April 16, 2026. The new 
minimum wage in the province will be PHP560.
	 For agricultural workers, an additional 
PHP30 will be given on Oct. 30 and another PHP30 

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA – The Senate on Friday granted the House 
of Representatives’ request to extend its plenary 
session to Oct. 13, to allow the lower chamber to 
approve the proposed 2026 national budget on third 
and final reading.
	 During the plenary session, Senator Joseph 
Victor Ejercito, acting as majority leader, moved 
to give the House sufficient time to complete its 
deliberations on the General Appropriations Bill 
(GAB) while complying with the Constitution’s 
three-day rule between second and third readings.
	 “The resolution was read in the Senate’s 
order of business before the suspension of session 
last Wednesday, Oct. 1. To allow the House of 
Representatives sufficient time to pass the General 
Appropriations Bill on second and third reading 
in faithful compliance with Article 6, Section 26, 
Paragraph 2 of the Constitution, I move that the 
body grant consent to the House of Representatives’ 
request,” Ejercito said.
	 Senate President Vicente Sotto III approved 
the motion without objection.
	 “Hearing none, to enable the House of 
Representatives to meet the targeted second reading 
approval of the General Appropriations Bill for 
Fiscal Year 2026 while adhering to the requirements 
of the Constitution, the Senate hereby consents to 
the convening of the House in plenary session on 
October 13, 2025,” Sotto said.
	 The Senate then adjourned its session until 3 
p.m. on Nov. 10. (PNA)

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA – Finance Secretary Ralph Recto on 
Tuesday cautioned lawmakers against proposals 
to reduce the value-added tax (VAT) rate from 12 
percent to 10 percent, warning that such moves could 
lead to revenue losses and force the government to 
borrow even for its regular expenses.
	 “Kung magbabawas pa tayo ng revenue, 
baka pati ang current operating expenses natin 
uutangin na rin natin (If we reduce revenue further, 
we might end up borrowing even for our current 
operating expenses),” Recto said during the Senate 
hearing on the Department of Finance’s proposed 
PHP37.8-billion budget for 2026, which was later 
approved by the subcommittee.
	 Recto, who authored the Expanded VAT law 
in 2005 when he was still a senator, said he respects 
Congress’ prerogative to review or amend the VAT 
system but warned that lowering the rate could affect 
the country’s fiscal stability.
	 “I leave it to Congress. If you pass a bill, my 
warning will be that there will be a possible credit 
rating downgrade,” he said.
	 The proposed VAT reduction is embodied 
in several bills filed in both chambers of Congress, 
including measures seeking to ease the burden of 
consumers amid rising prices.
	 Among these are proposals to cut the VAT 
rate to 10 percent while broadening the tax base, 
or to grant targeted VAT exemptions for essential 
goods and services such as electricity, fuel, and food 
items.
	 However, economic managers have 
repeatedly cautioned that reducing VAT without 
compensating revenue measures could widen 
the deficit, undermine the government’s fiscal 
consolidation program, and threaten investor 
confidence.
	 The DOF’s 2026 budget supports the Marcos 
administration’s Medium-Term Fiscal Framework, 
which aims to maintain strong revenue collection, 
reduce the deficit to below 3 percent of gross 
domestic product by 2028, and keep the country’s 
investment-grade credit standing.
	 Recto said the government’s priority is 
to strengthen tax administration and compliance 
to raise revenues without imposing new taxes or 
reducing existing rates. (PNA)

By Joann Villanueva

MANILA – The government is addressing the need 
to increase power supply by reducing the volume 
of trash and has set a special green energy auction 
(GEA) on waste-to-energy (WTE) projects in 
January next year.
	 Department of Energy (DOE), in a press 
release Thursday, said the waste for the initial 
projects will be sourced from Metro Manila and in 
highly urbanized cities (HUCs), with the auction 
seen to be completed by the last quarter of 2027.
	 Citing data from the 2024 Solid Waste 
Generation of the National Solid Waste Management 

IN a proactive move to promote personal safety and 
preparedness among its workforce, the Provincial 
Government of Cavite (PGC), through the Cavite 
Office of Public Safety, spearheaded the Civilian 
Self-Defense Intro Workshop held on October 10, 
at the New Provincial Government Center in Trece 
Martires City.
	 The activity drew the participation of 
more than 100 PGC employees, who eagerly took 
part in the hands-on training designed to enhance 
awareness, confidence, and readiness in handling 
real-life threats or emergencies.
	 Leading the workshop were Ms. Yonina 
Colleen Chan, Mr. Ronald Bardinas, and Mr. Von 
Eric Ng of Krav Maga Philippines, who shared 
essential techniques and practical strategies rooted in 
Krav Maga’s principle of efficient and instinctive self-
defense. The instructors guided participants through 
a series of drills focused on situational awareness, 
defensive postures, and response tactics against 
potential attacks, emphasizing the importance of 
presence of mind and quick decision-making.
	 The event served not only as a fitness and 
empowerment activity but also as a vital step in 
strengthening the province’s advocacy for safety 
and well-being among its employees. By equipping 
government personnel with basic self-defense 
knowledge, the PGC continues to demonstrate its 
commitment to fostering a secure and resilient 
workplace. — OPIO

on April 16, 2026. The new daily wage will be at 
PHP545.
	 The minimum wage of workers in retail/
service will be PHP515 after the addition of PHP40 
each from the first and second tranches.
	 The present take-home pay of non-
agriculture workers in Aurora is PHP500, PHP485 
for agriculture workers, and PHP435 for retail/
service workers.
	 Meanwhile, an additional PHP500 was 
approved by the RTWPB-3 for domestic workers 
through RBIII-DW-05, making their monthly salary 
PHP6,500.
	 Both orders were approved on Sept. 16.
	 The order said the raise will cover all 
domestic workers, whether on a live-in or live-out 
arrangement, such as but not limited to: general 
househelp, nanny, cook, gardener, laundry person, 
and any person who regularly performs domestic 
work in one household on an occupational basis.
	 On the other hand, those not covered by the 
wage increase are service providers, family drivers 
and any other person who performs work occasionally 
or sporadically and not on an occupational basis. 
(PNA)

Commission (NSWMC), DOE said Metro Manila 
and HUCs produce an estimated 6.12 million metric 
tons of municipal solid waste, which is equivalent to 
335 MW base load.
	 DOE said the Notice of Auction and Terms 
of Reference are set to be issued within October.
	 It said an auction for Biomass and WTE 
technologies is also being considered for the second 
quarter of next year, for projects all over the country.
	 “As an emerging renewable energy 
technology, WTE project development is one of 
the country’s strategies to address solid waste 
management, serve as flood control mitigation, and 
provide additional clean energy,” it explained
	 DOE said these measures are in line with the 
Philippine Energy Plan (PEP) and the government’s 
bid to increase the share of renewable energy (RE) in 
the total mix to 35 percent by 2023 and 50 percent by 
2040.
	 “The integration of WTE projects into the 
GEA framework underscores the DOE’s commitment 
to ensuring energy security, environmental 
protection, and private sector participation in the 
country’s transitioning to clean and sustainable 
energy,” it added. (With a report from Joann 
Villanueva/PNA)
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IN a concerted push to 
strengthen HIV/AIDS response 
at the provincial level, the 
Department of Health – Center 
for Health Development 
CALABARZON (DOH-
CHD CALABARZON) 
convened the Cavite Inter-
Agency and Local HIV/
AIDS Coordinators Dialogue 
on October 8 and 9, at Hotel 
Lucky Chinatown in Binondo, 
Manila. The two-day event 
brought together members of 
the Cavite Inter-Agency and 
Local HIV/AIDS Council 
from various municipalities 
and cities in Cavite, along 
with DOH regional and 
local staff, community-based 
organization (CBO) partners, 
and other stakeholders.
	 With the goal of 

fostering policy coherence, 
improving service delivery, 
and strengthening coordination 
among sectors, the dialogue 
served as a venue for updates, 
sharing of best practices, 
collaborative planning, and 
capacity building.
	 The program officially 
opened with the opening 
message from Dr. Nelson C. 
Soriano, Provincial Health 
Officer I, who commended 
the efforts of the participating 
agencies and local government 
representatives. He 
emphasized the importance 
of strong coordination, shared 
responsibility, and evidence-
based interventions in 
addressing the growing HIV 
challenge in Cavite.

Continued on page 2...

Cavite celebrates 
Cooperative Month 2025, 
strengthening unity and 
shared prosperity
The Provincial Government 
of Cavite, through the 
Office of the Provincial 
Cooperatives Development 
Officer (OPCDO), in 
coordination with the 
Provincial Cooperative 
Development Council 
(PCDC), led the 2025 
Cavite Cooperative Month 
Celebration on October 10, 
at the Strike Gymnasium, 
City of Bacoor. This year’s 
theme, “Cooperatives 
United in Purpose and 
Action, Sharing Prosperity 
to Build a Better World,” 
highlighted the vital role of 
cooperatives in promoting 
economic inclusivity and 
community development.
The event began with a trade 
fair and exhibits officially 
opened through a ribbon-
cutting ceremony led by 
Governor Francisco Gabriel 
D. Remulla and guests.
During the opening 
program, Bacoor City 
Mayor Strike B. Revilla and 

Cavite PCDC Chairperson 
Ms. Ma. Teresa O. Daño 
delivered their welcome and 
opening messages, followed 
by inspiring remarks from 
Cooperative Development 
Authority (CDA) Usec. 
Alexander Raquepo, Rep. 
Lani Mercado-Revilla, Vice 
Governor Ramon Vicente 
H. Bautista, and Vice Mayor 
Rowena Bautista-Mendiola. 
Governor Remulla gave 
the Solidarity Address, 
emphasizing Cavite’s strong 
cooperative movement.
The event’s Keynote 
Speaker, Senator Joseph 
Victor G. Ejercito, 
underscored the 
importance of empowering 
cooperatives as key partners 
in national growth and local 
sustainability through a 
video message.
Afternoon highlights 
included the King and Queen 
of Koop-Munity 2025, The 
Koop-Cup, and special 

Continued on page 2...

Cavite Inter-Agency and Local HIV/AIDS Coordinators 
hold dialogue to strengthen provincial response
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BOC implementing sweeping 
reforms to curb corruption - Palace

ipaliwanag at ipakita na 
mayroon pong sweeping reform 
agenda ang bagong pamunuan 
at niri-reinforce po dito ang 
transparency, accountability 
and professionalism (The 
agency wants to explain and 
demonstrate that the new 
leadership has a sweeping 
reform agenda, which 
reinforces transparency, 
accountability, and 
professionalism),” she said.
	 Castro emphasized 

Statements” report.
	 Speaking to reporters, 
Palace Press Officer Claire 
Castro cited the progress 
made by the BOC since 
Commissioner Ariel 
Nepomuceno assumed office 
in July 2025.
	 Castro said the BOC 
has already coordinated 
with the American Chamber 
of Commerce and the 
U.S. Embassy through the 
Department of Foreign Affairs.
	 “Nais nilang Continued on page 2...

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA – The Bureau 
of Customs (BOC) has 
undertaken reform initiatives 
to address prevailing 
corruption within the agency, 
Malacañang said Tuesday.
	 This, after the BOC 
was tagged as “one of the 
most corrupt agencies” 
in the Philippines, based 
on the United States 
(U.S.) State Department’s 
“2025 Investment Climate 

Photo courtesy of Cavite PIO

SEIZED CONTRABAND. Bureau of Customs chief Ariel Nepomuceno (3rd from left) leads the inspection of seized smuggled items 
in this undated photo. Malacañang on Tuesday (Oct. 14, 2025) said BOC has undertaken reform initiatives to address prevailing 
corruption within the agency. (Photo courtesy of BOC)


