Cavite Animal Health Congress 2025 unites experts to strengthen animal disease prevention p.5

_TOWN in FOCUS

Cavite students
showcase
cooperative
knowledge
in Provincial
Koop Quiz Bee
2025 p.5

VOLUME XLII No. 17

chimeNo

Oktubre 27-Nobyembre 02, 2025

Cavite strengthens CSO
involvement in local governance

TRECE MARTIRES CITY,
Cavite (PIA) — The provincial
government of Cavite is
promoting more inclusive
governance and community-
responsive  policies  and
programs by strengthening its
partnership with civil society
organizations  (CSOs) in
various local special bodies.
In a joint meeting
held recently, Provincial
Administrator Gilbert Gandia
emphasized the vital role of

CSOs in local development

and their contributions to

promoting transparency,
accountability, and inclusive
governance.

Among the local

special bodies where CSO
participation is crucial are the
Local Development Council,
Local Health Board, Local
School Board, and Local
Peace and Order Council.
Provincial ~ Planning
Continued on page 3...

Lacson ‘99%’ certain to return

as Blue Ribbon chair — Sotto

By Wilnard Bacelonia

MANILA - Senate President
Vicente Sotto III on Tuesday said
Senator Panfilo Lacson is almost
certain to return as chairperson
of the Senate Blue Ribbon
Committee after stepping down
amid criticisms over his handling
of'the flood-control investigation.

In an interview with
news channel One PH, Sotto said
Lacson is open to resume leading
the committee, prompted by his
reflection on previous hearings
and belief that several key issues
remain unresolved.

“Magkausap kami just a
couple of days ago... I think it’s
a yes. Definitely magkakaroon
kami ng pagpupulong ng Blue
Ribbon Committee ... I think
it’s very positive at this point
(We talked just a couple of days
ago ... I think it’s a yes. We’ll be
having a Blue Ribbon Committee
meeting soon... I think it’s very
positive at this point),” Sotto
said.

Asked if
comeback is certain,
replied, “99 percent.”

“Tiningnan niya siguro
kung ano ‘yung mga nangyari
nung hearing at kung ano pa
‘yung dapat puntahan ... Marami
pang hindi nauungkat at kung ito
ay makakatulong, ang tingin niya
siguro mas makakatulong ito sa
ICI, Ombudsman at (He probably
looked back at what happened
during the hearings and what else
needed to be pursued ... There
are still issues left uncovered and
he thinks these could help the ICI,
the Ombudsman and the) courts

Lacson’s
Sotto

of justice,” Sotto said, referring
to the Independent Commission
for Infrastructure (ICI) and other
investigating bodies.

Sotto said Lacson’s
reconsideration  came  after
hearing appeals from fellow
senators and the public.

““Yung  clamor ng
ibang mga kasamahan namin,
‘yung clamor rin ng publiko na
naririnig ko, sinabi ko sa kanya
(I told him about the clamor I've
been hearing — both from our
colleagues and from the public),”
he said.

Sotto cited the
importance of strengthening the
proposed Independent People’s
Commission to reinforce the
ICI’s work, saying Lacson’s
leadership would be vital in
pursuing pending corruption
cases.

Sotto  said  Senator
Erwin Tulfo, the committee’s
vice chair and acting head,
welcomed Lacson’s possible
return.

“Natuwa siya na nagko-
consider na si Senator Lacson
uli na bumalik (He was glad that
Senator Lacson is considering
returning),” he added.

Lacson resigned from
the post earlier this month, saying
he wanted to give way to another
member after some colleagues
expressed dissatisfaction with his
handling of the probe into alleged
ghost flood control projects.

Sotto said the Blue
Ribbon Committee will convene
soon to discuss the leadership
matter formally. (PNA)
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Food, accommodation prices

drive September inflation
rates in CALABARZON

By Patricia Bermudez

CALAMBA CITY (PIA) —
Food and accommodation
sectors continue to drive
commodity prices in the

Photo courtesy of PIA

CALABARZON region,
which recorded an inflation

rate of 2.4 percent in
September.

During the
CALABARZON Inflation

Press Conference, Philippine
Statistics ~ Authority  IV-A
Regional Charito Armonia
noted that inflation rates in the
region have remained constant
Continued on page 3...

RDRRMC 4A calls on LGUs to
enhance earthquake preparedness

By PIA CALABARZON

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna

(PIA) — The Regional
Disaster ~ Risk  Reduction
and Management Council

(RDRRMC) Calabarzon is
urging local government units

(LGUs) to strengthen their
earthquake preparedness and
contingency plans, after a
series of strong quakes in the
country.

In a memorandum
issued on Monday, Oct.
20, RDRRMC Calabarzon

Chairperson and Office of
Civil Defense (OCD) Regional
Director  Carlos  Eduardo
Alvarez 1II directed LGUs
to conduct a comprehensive
review of their existing
contingency measures and
Continued on page 3...
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Medical and Dental Mission in General Mariano Alvarez

Residents of Brgy. Nicolas
Virata in General Mariano
Alvarez were beneficiaries of
the Provincial Government
of Cavite’s continuing health
outreach programs as a
well-organized medical and
dental mission delivered vital
services on October 17.

A total of 422

dental procedures, 19 ECG
examinations, and 26 X-ray
services, complemented by the
distribution of free medicines
facilitated by the Office of the
Provincial Governor (OPG)
staff.

The medical teams
from General Emilio
Aguinaldo Memorial Hospital

services to the residents, while
the GEAMH dental team
extended their specialized care
— bringing brighter smiles to
the community through their
dental services.

The initiative reflects
the Provincial Government’s
steadfast commitment to
bringing essential healthcare

residents availed of the free (GEAMH) and CARSIGMA closer to  Cavitefios.---R.
services, which included 334 District Hospital shared their Dones (Cavite P1O) J i
medical consultations, 43 expertise to provide medical Photo courtesy of Cavite PIO
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The House leader from
La Union reiterated that due
process is the cornerstone of
justice, saying the government’s
credibility in its anti-corruption
drive depends on impartial
investigations.

“Let’s allow the truth to
come out through proper process.
That’s how we uphold the rule of
law and protect the integrity of
our institutions.”

In a separate statement,
House Infrastructure Committee

co-chairperson Terry Ridon said
the principle of fairness must
guide the entire process.

He said  Ongpin’s
remarks reflect a “balanced and
principled view” at a time when
public discourse has been clouded
by speculation.

“Mr. Ongpin’s statement
is a timely reminder that the rule
of law — not rumor — must
prevail. We welcome his call for
due process because it ensures
that investigations are based on

He also emphasized
that no one — whether in the
executive branch, the legislature,
or the private sector — should
be exempt from scrutiny when
public funds are involved.

“Let the institutions
work independently and let the
truth come out through evidence.
That’s how justice is served —
and how trust in government is
rebuilt.”

Validation
Meanwhile, the ICI on

National Police (PNP) to discuss
the latter’s part in the investigation
of ghost flood control projects.

“The  technical and
coordination meeting discussed
the implementation of the
project site validation for the 421
suspected ghost flood control
projects,” the ICI said in a press
statement.

In attendance  were
representatives of the PNP
Criminal Investigation
and Detection Group, PNP

Management Service, and PNP
Forensic Group, as well as
representatives of the Council of
Engineering Consultants of the
Philippines.

The ICI, meanwhile,
said Trade and Industry Secretary
Christina  Aldeguer-Roque is
scheduled to attend the hearing on
Wednesday as a resource person.
(With a report from Benjamin
Pulta/PNA)

CBMS...

access to basic drinking water,
and 99.67% secure housing
tenure. The event also included
the official turnover of CBMS
data to local government units in
Cavite.

Engr.  Mildred M.
Purificacion,  City  Planning
and Development Coordinator

from page 8

of the City Government of
Carmona, delivered an inspiring
and informative presentation
titled “Harnessing CBMS Data
for Responsive Multi-Sectoral
Planning and Decision-Making:
Carmona’s Journey” during the
event.

An open forum followed

the presentations, providing
participants with the opportunity
to raise inquiries, share insights,
and discuss ways to further utilize
data for effective planning and
project development. The session
underscored  the  collective
commitment to advancing data-
driven governance across the
Province of Cavite.

LGOO III Ms. Beverly
V. Villaruel of DILG Cavite
delivered the message of OIC-
Provincial Director Marcial A.
Juanco, emphasizing that “Good
governance begins with good
data.”

The program concluded
with the awarding of certificates
to all participants from the

municipalities of Cavite.
Ms. Liberty Q. Jacob, Senior
Statistical Specialist of PSA
Cavite, delivered the closing
remarks, expressing gratitude
to all attendees for their active
participation and  continuing
support for data-driven local
governance initiatives.---F. Tamio
(Cavite PIO)

When...

very big impact on students
because this is the trend
among the youth nowadays.
It affects their emotional and
even physical [health] because
they become conscious about
their looks once their personal
appearance is targeted.”

The Department of
Education (DepEd) is well
aware of the evolving nature
of bullying and its impact
on the physical, social, and
emotional well-being of the
students under its care.

Masakayan, who has
handled bullying cases both
as a school teacher and a
guidance counselor, noted that
there are signs indicating when
a student is being bullied.

“There are many
flags we are looking for in
determining if a child is
experiencing bullying. One is
the change in their academic
performance and attendance.
We also look into changes in a
child’s physical appearance, or
if they become unruly and fail
to abide by school policies.”

A 2021 study that
analyzed the results of the 2015
Gobal School-Based Student
Health Survey and their
correlation to suicide attempts
among found involvement in
bullying—whether as a victim,

from page 8

perpetrator, or bystander—is a
risk factor for suicidal ideation
and behavior.

In less severe cases,
affected  children  exhibit
depressive  disorders  and
symptoms, including feelings
of  loneliness, sleeping
problems, decreased energy,
and less physical activity.

“If [bullying] cannot
be resolved, if there is no
intervention and [it] will not
be addressed, it definitely
has an effect on the social
and emotional development
of students, [especially] how
they interact. It can also affect
their academic performance.”

However, Masakayan
emphasized that students
exhibiting suicidal tendencies
should be handled more
carefully.

“Students who
express suicidal ideation are
well-documented. We have
anecdotal reports submitted
to the guidance designate who
will set a schedule to talk to
the student. It’s important that
we monitor and follow up on
children who show changes in
behavior or attitude.”

But as mental health
awareness becomes more
mainstream among the youth,
Masakayan cautioned that

the fine line between stress
and depression has become
increasingly blurred for some
children.

“There are times when
there are children who say that
they are depressed or stressed,
without fully understanding
what depression and stress
are. Because of what they
see on social media, suicide
ideation among children as a
way for them to cope becomes
normalized. That’s why we
have a program to support and
help them become more aware
that once they are tired, it’s not
automatically depression or
stress.”

Protecting the children

Enacted in 2025, the
Basic Education Mental Health
and Well-Being Promotion Act
grants the DepEd the authority
to establish a mechanism for
safely reporting and addressing
bullying cases within the
school by providing a safe
and trusting environment for
learners. ¢

Amongthesemeasures
are curricular initiatives such
as the rollout of mental health-
related programs, including
the Homeroom Guidance
Program and the integration
of mental health concepts into
the curriculum. The law also
provides for the creation of

plantilla positions for mental
health  professionals—School
Counselor Associates (SG
11 to 15), School Counselors
(SG16,18,20, and 22) and a
School Division Counselor
(SG 24)-who lead efforts to
promote mental health and
well-being in basic education.

The  prospect of
hiring more mental health
professionals has been
welcomed as a positive

development for both teachers
and guidance counselors.

“This will have a very
big impact on schools to hire
more counselors [because] we
can provide more programs
that will cater to students.”

Teacher Leonisa
Mercado, Guidance Counselor
at Taysan Senior High School,
noted that hiring more formally
trained school counselors
can help strengthen DepEd’s
policies on addressing the
students’ mental health and
social concerns.

“With more
[counselors], we can focus
more on groups of individuals,”
she said.

Beyond managing
school-based mental health
services, Mercado emphasized
the importance of genuine care
and compassion in protecting
learners.

“We need to
appreciate, devote our time,
and accept the duties given to
us. Let us treat our students
like we do our loved ones. We
should not simply facilitate
these services, we should also
be knowledgeable on laws [to
protect the students].”

Passed in 2024, the
Basic Education Mental Health
and Well-Being Promotion
Act sought to strengthen
DepEd’s mental health
programs by establishing a
School-Based Mental Health
Program (SMHP) to promote
and ensure the mental health
and well-being of learners in
public and private schools.
This includes out-of-school
children under the Alternative
Learning System (ALS).

It also aims to prevent
suicide in schools and during
emergencies by promoting
mental health awareness and
providing timely support to
address the learners’ mental
health concerns.

With the support of
key government agencies,
civil society organizations,
and academic experts, DepEd
seeks to deliver a coordinated
response to the rising number
of bullying cases reported in
schools. (PB/PIA4A)
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TUPAD budget cut to affect over 1M beneficiaries

By Wilnard Bacelonia
MANILA - The reduced
funding for the labor
department’s emergency
employment programs, such as
the Tulong Panghanapbuhay
sa  Ating Disadvantaged/
Displaced Workers (TUPAD)
in its proposed 2026 budget,
would cut the number of
beneficiaries by over one
million.

During the Senate
Committee on Finance hearing
Wednesday, Department
of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) officials said the
reduction  would  shrink
TUPAD’s coverage from 4.2
million beneficiaries in 2024
to about three million next
year.

The program faces
a PHP6.31-billion cut under
the agency’s proposed
PHP44.382-billion budget for
2026.

DOLE Assistant
Secretary Amuerfina Reyes
said the reduction would
directly affect beneficiaries
who rely on the program during
calamities and emergencies.

“Unang-una po na

impact nito definitely with
respect po ito sa number
of beneficiaries... lalo na
po in times of calamities,
emergencies. It has been
emphasized that this is a
stop-gap measure. This is
temporary employment (The
main impact will definitely be
on the number of beneficiaries,
especially during calamities
and emergencies. TUPAD
has always been a stop-
gap measure that provides
temporary employment),”
Reyes said.

She added that fewer
beneficiaries would also mean
weaker economic relief for
displaced workers.

“Kung mababawasan
yung suporta in terms of
financial,  definitely = may
domino effect po iyon... hindi
lang sa number but in terms of
the quality of intervention (If
financial support is reduced,
it will definitely have a
domino effect — not only on
the number of beneficiaries
but also on the quality of

government intervention),”
Reyes said.
Data presented by

DOLE showed that under the

Livelihood and Emergency
Employment Program,
TUPAD’s funding was
reduced by 36.4 percent, while
the Integrated Livelihood
Program (DILP) declined by
8.84 percent. The Government
Internship Program (GIP) was
the only component to receive
an increase of 17.85 percent.

Labor Secretary
Bienvenido Laguesma said
an initial impact assessment
showed that both TUPAD
and livelihood programs have
contributed to income growth
for participants.

He added that the
department  is  studying

whether to extend the duration
employment,

of TUPAD

‘

which currently ranges from
10 to 90 days depending on
project type.

“Seriously kino-
consider namin na dagdagan
yung period. Pero kung
dadagdagan ang bilang ng araw
ng pagtatrabaho, babawas din
po iyon sa bilang ng pwedeng
mabigyan ng programa (We
are  seriously considering
extending the employment
period. But if the number of
workdays is increased, that
would also reduce the number
of workers who can benefit
from the program),” Laguesma
said.

Senate Committee
on  Finance  chairperson
Sherwin Gatchalian warned

it 7

that the budget cut could
have a “domino effect”
on employment recovery,
noting that TUPAD serves
as a temporary lifeline for
workers affected by disasters
or economic disruptions.

He urged the
department to conduct an
impact study to determine
whether the program remains
effective.

Gatchalian said the
Senate would review the long-
term effects of the TUPAD
budget cut to ensure that the
program continues to serve
as an effective safety net for
displaced and low-income
workers. (PNA)

CASH PAYOUT. Storm-affected residents of Camarines Norte pose for a photo during a payout of the Tulong Panghanapbuhay Para sa
Ating Disadvantaged Workers (TUPAD) program of the Department of Labor and Employment at Capalonga Municipal Hall covered
court on Nov. 13, 2024. The reduced funding for the Department of Labor and Employment s emergency employment programs, such
as the TUPAD, in its proposed 2026 budget would lessen the number of beneficiaries by over one million. (Photo courtesy of DOLE-5)

Cavite... Jrom page 1 at the local level. governance by equipping Cavite OIC-Provincial
and Development Coordinator  Provincial Office presented These sessions them with the knowledge and Director Marcial A. Juangco
Engr. Lorna R. Leyran the mandates and functions provided CSO participants tools needed to participate reaffirmed the  agency’s
said these councils serve of these bodies to help Wwith valuable insights into meaningfully in decision- commitment to empowering
as convergence platforms CSO representatives better their responsibilities within  making processes. civil society. He underscored
where the government and wunderstand their roles in these governance structures, During the action that CSOs are not merely
civil society organizations participatory governance. strengthening their capacity planning  session, CSO participants but vital partners
collaborate to craft policies The discussions to actively contribute to representatives drafted in promoting transparency,
and programs that address the highlighted how these local policy and program strategies to enhance civic accountability, and people-
needs of Cavitefios. councils contribute to development. participation and ensure that centered development across

During the meeting, inclusive planning, effective According to the grassroots perspectives are the province. (RBF, PIA
officials from the Department service delivery, education provincial government, the integrated into provincial CAVITE)
of the Interior and Local development, and the initiative aims to deepen programs and policies.

Government (DILG) Cavite promotion of peace and order CSO engagement in local Meanwhile,  DILG
RDRRMC... from page 1 ensure public safety. officials, municipal engineers, The RDRRMC
ensure readiness at all levels.  schools, government offices, It emphasized the andotherrelevantstakeholders underscored that proactive

Local disaster risk and places of mass gathering.  importance of conducting in the process. measures such as
reduction and management During a  recent structural and non-structural According to preparedness  drills  and
offices (LDRRMOs) were meeting, the Department audits of all LGU-owned NDRRMC, priority should be infrastructure assessments
likewise instructed to of the Interior and Local public buildings, bridges, and given to hospitals, schools, are vital in ensuring public
conduct large-scale practical Government (DILG) Region other critical lifelines. evacuation centers, municipal safety, maintaining service
earthquake drills beyond the IV-A reiterated the directive LGUs are also and city halls, markets, and continuity, and  building
regular quarterly Nationwide of the National Disaster Risk encouraged to coordinate bridges. Likewise, partners resilient communities across
Simultaneous Earthquake Reduction and Management with appropriate national from the private sector are the region. (PIA4A)

Drill (NSED). Council (NDRRMC) for LGUs government agencies for the encouraged to conduct their

Alvarez said, these toconductinfrastructure audits structural audits of non-LGU- own structural audits to ensure

drills should particularly focus
on public facilities such as

and assessments to strengthen
earthquake preparedness and

owned public facilities, and
to mobilize local building

the safety and resilience of
their facilities.

Food,...

since August 2025, indicating
very little change in the prices
of basic commodities.

“This means that the
rate of increase in the prices of
goods remains the same. If we
compute the purchasing power
of the peso, it shows that the
goods we can buy at Php100
in 2018 are now only worth
Php77.”

from page 1

Armonia added that
the price of goods and services
helped slow inflation rates
for the lowest 30 percent of
income households in the
region. This includes food
and non-alcoholic  goods,
restaurant and accommodation
services, and housing which
includes water, electricity, gas
and other fuel products.

Fluctuations in the
inflation rate and consumer
price indices also impact
minimum wage earners.

“The implication of
this for minimum wage earners
is that the minimum wage
needs to keep up. However,
we  cannot  immediately
determine its impact—we first
need to observe the effects of
the minimum wage increase.”

Armonia  explained
that the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) and inflation rate are
used when adjusting minimum
wage to keep up with inflation,
affecting the buying power of
workers.

“As for the impact,
we need to monitor whether
the minimum wage can keep
up with inflation. Of course,
it affects buying power,

especially if the minimum
wage is not increased.”

In Wage Order No.
IVA-22, the Regional Tripartite
Wage and Productivity Board
(RTWPB)  has  provided
Php30.00 to  Php100.00
increase to the minimum
wage for the non-agriculture
and agriculture sectors, and
Php83.00 for the Retail and
Service sector. (PB/PIA4A)
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Death of delicadeza

EVERY day she remains in office, she
buttresses the suspicion of Filipinos
that she's a party to ‘Floodgate’ and,
consequently, its whitewashing.

In Japan, even the faintest
whiff of impropriety is enough to
end a career in government or the
corporate world. Thus, an official
caught in the vortex of a scandal
resigns immediately and, in some
cases, commits today’s version of
seppuku. In the Philippines, however,
politicians cling like leeches to their
posts, refusing to surrender them even
as the flood of corruption rises around
their necks.

Delicadeza — that old-
fashioned sense of honor and the
instinct to step down before one is
told — has all but vanished from our
political vocabulary. What remains
is a culture of stubborn entitlement,
where the first instinct of a public
official accused of wrongdoing is to
not explain, much less to resign, but
to ride out the storm until it passes.

This brings us to Budget
Secretary Amenah Pangandaman
who, by all accounts, has perfected
the art of silence. Pangandaman has
issued statements on the flood control
budget controversy, but critics say
she has failed miserably in directly
answering the serious accusations
raised by lawmakers.

Lastmonth, Deputy Speaker
Ronaldo Puno accused the Department
of Budget and Management (DBM)
of negligence for failing to detect
redundant flood control allocations in
the 2026 Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) budget.

Puno said it was implausible
that the DBM, the agency tasked with
reviewing the National Expenditure
Program (NEP) before it is submitted
to Congress, would have missed such

irregularities.
“You mean to say they
can’t decide on their own to

scrutinize something as obviously
questionable as this? What are they?
Stenographers?” Puno asked.

He cited projects that
had been completed but were still
included in the budget, while ongoing
works such as the Pasig-Marikina
River Channel Improvement Project
received no allocation at all. He
even found a P100-million item that
appeared under a new name, replacing
a flood control project intended for a
school in Antipolo City.

Any government official
with a sense of accountability would
have responded with documentation
and transparency. Pangandaman’s
statements, however, have been
limited to general assurances of
oversight and review. Ho-hum.

Now  comes Caloocan

Rep. Edgar “Egay” Erice, whose
allegations are far graver. He claims
that enormous sums — P300 billion in
2023, P500 billion in 2024, and P400
billion this year — had gone missing
from DPWH appropriations. The
DBM, he says, “knows all about that.”
He accused Pangandaman’s office of
either extreme negligence or gross
incompetence.

These claims are of such
magnitude that they demand a clear
and public explanation, not one given
only to the President. They should
be refuted with evidence. Absent
her explanation, Pangandaman’s
continued stay in office is indefensible.
She’s gravely mistaken if she thinks
her silence can outlast the people’s
outrage.

Contrast that with Japan,
where a minister would resign for
something as small as an accounting
error or a lapse in judgment.

In 2022, Japan’s Economic
Revitalization ~ Minister  Daishiro
Yamagiwa resigned after admitting
ties to a controversial religious group.
He was neither charged nor proven
guilty of corruption, yet he stepped
down for bringing “shame” to the
Cabinet.

Back in 2018, the head of
Japan’s land ministry resigned for
data tampering that did not personally
enrich him. In both cases, the
resignations were swift and unforced.

In the Philippines, shame
is not a trigger for resignation; it is
an inconvenience to be endured until
the next news cycle. Officials cling
to office not out of service but out of
habit because power here is treated as
a shield rather than a responsibility.

Pangandaman’s measured
silence may be strategic, but it risks
looking like avoidance arising from
guilt. Her reluctance to confront
the allegations or open the DBM to
independent scrutiny reinforces the
perception that the DBM, instead
of safeguarding public funds, has
become complicit in their misuse.

Delicadeza once meant
knowing when to step aside before
being told to. It meant understanding
that public office is not personal
property, that honor is not measured
by stubbornness but by dignity.
That virtue, it seems, has long been
budgeted out of our political system.

Pangandaman can continue
to call the criticism of Puno and Erice
“political noise.” But every day that
she remains in office, she buttresses
the suspicion of Filipinos that she’s a
party to Floodgate and, consequently,
its whitewashing.

Marcos  should  hand
Pangandaman the pink slip already.
(DT)
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Ang Hindi Magmahal

PART 1

Bumanat na naman si Lisandro
“Leloy” Claudio, ang anti-
Kaliwa at maka-Akbayang
akademiko. May nagpadala sa
akin ng link ng pinakabagong
artikulo niya sa Rappler —
na tila naging publikasyon
na ng Akbayan dahil may
mga artikulo rin nina Sylvia
Estrada-Claudio  at  Joel
Rocamora, mga komentarista
ng naturang grupo. Ang lahat
ng artikulo nila, syempre pa,
ay kampi kay Pang. Noynoy
Aquino. Sa “CHED is not
targeting Filipino language
instruction,” sinagot ng batang
Claudio ang mga kritisismo
sa Commission on Higher
Education (CHED) Memo
Order No. 20, series of 2013.

Laman ng memo ang
mga bagong alituntunin sa
General Education sa mga
kolehiyo at unibersidad sa
bansa. Lumalabas na may sapat
na kaalaman — at marahil
ay kita rin — si Claudio sa
naturang mga alituntunin dahil,
batay sa pag-amin niya, siya’y
“tumutulong magdisenyo” ng
isa sa mga kurso ng CHED
sa General Education. Ang
sentral na argumento niya:
Hindi “tinarget” ng memo ang
wikang Filipino dahil inalis
man ang pagtuturo nito sa
kolehiyo, inilagay naman ito
sa sekundaryang edukasyon.
Katunayan, aniya, dumami
ang mga yunit sa naturang
asignatura at kasama nito ang
wikang Ingles.

Banggain natin nang
direkta ang punto ni Claudio:
Tinarget o inatake ng memo
ang wikang Filipino. Ang
kahit anong aralin, magkaiba
ang pagtuturo sa sekundaryang

edukasyon at pagtuturo sa
kolehiyo. = Mahalaga  ang
pareho, pero may natatanging
halaga ang pagtuturo sa
kolehiyo. May kakaibang
paggagap ang mga estudyante
sa kolehiyo sa mga aralin at
may ibang epekto ang mga
ito sa mga magiging landas
nila sa buhay. Ang pag-alis sa
pagtuturo sa wikang Filipino
sa kolehiyo ay pag-atake rito.
At hindi dahilan na kasama
naman nito ang wikang Ingles,
dahil iba ang pagpapahalaga
sa huli sa bansa.

Ano ngayon ang
problema? Nasasaling lang ba
ang ating nasyunalismo? Na
tila irasyunal at sentimental
lang para kay Claudio? Higit
pa diyan. Ayon mismo sa
kanya, “Hindi mauunawaan
ang memo ng CHED labas
sa konteksto ng K-12.”
At ano ang problema sa

K-12?  Pinapatampok nito
ang dalawang tunguhin ng
edukasyon sa bansa: ang

magprodyus ng una, murang
lakas-paggawa at ikalawa, elite
na nakapagkolehiyo. Hindi
na bago ang pagkakahati, na
tinalakay na ng iskolar na
si Bienvenido Lumbera sa
“Edukasyon para sa lilan:
Kung Bakit Asal-Mayaman si
Pedrong Maralita (1972).”

Sa K-12, karamihan
sa mga bagong-tapos sa
pinalawig na hayskul ay
edad 18 — ibig sabihi’y ligal
nang magtrabaho. Kaya nga
ipinasok na rin sa hayskul
ang mga araling teknikal at
bokasyunal. Hindi na nila
kailangang magkolehiyo — na
inirereserba sa mga “seryoso”
sapag-aaral, kayang magbayad
sa harap ng pagtataasan ng
matrikula at ng pagtakas

ng gobyerno sa tungkuling
pondohan ang edukasyon.
Ang resulta: dagat ng murang
lakas-paggawa  sa  isang
banda at elite na nagkolehiyo
sa kabila. Mas nakatipid
ang mga naghaharing uri sa
paglikha ng dalawang grupong
pagsasamantalahan nila.

Ano ang problema sa
magiging pwesto ng wikang
Filipino sa kalagayan ng
K-12? Lumalabas na sintomas
lamang ito ng mas malalaking
usapin. Ang pagkapunta nito,
kasama ng wikang Ingles, sa
hayskul ay bahagi ng paglikha
ng murang lakas-paggawa:
kailangang  marunong  sa
komunikasyon sa amo at
sumunod sa mga instruksyon
sa paggawa, halimbawa. Ang
pagkaalis nito sa kolehiyo
ay bahagi ng pagkahiwalay
ng mga magkokolehiyong
elite sa komunikasyon sa
nakakaraming Pilipino
at karaniwang tao, ng
pagkagumon nito sa
espesyalisasyon, at ng
pagkalulong nito sa sariling
sirkulo.

Kung susuriin ang
pinag-uugatang pananaw ni
Claudio sa edukasyon, lalabas
na mababaw na liberal ito:
nagpapasya batay sa umano’y
mahuhusay o magagandang
asignatura. ~ Walang  pag-
unawa sa pangkalahatang
lugar, silbi at oryentasyon ng
edukasyon sa bansa para sa
mga naghaharing uri. Diyan
siya nahulog sa kakaiwas niya
sa nasyunalista o makabayang
pananaw — na sa Pilipinas
ay mahigpit na kaugnay ng
pananaw na progresibo o
maka-Kaliwa. Hindi lang
sa ipinagtanggol niya ang

Ipagpapatuloy...
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Cavite students showcase

cooperative knowledge in
Provincial Koop Quiz Bee 2025
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IN celebration of
Cooperative Month, the
Office of the Provincial
Cooperative Development
Officer (OPCDO)
successfully  spearheaded
the Provincial Koop Quiz
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Bee 2025 on October 18, at
the Function Hall of the New
Government
Center, Trece Martires City.

The annual event

showcasing
knowledge
understanding
cooperative

history, and practices.

Provincial

CAVITEVIE

Cavite Animal Health
Congress 2025 unites
experts to strengthen
ammal disease prevention
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2025 [HWITE X0OP QUIZ BEE
OR GRADE 10 STUDENTS

formally opened with a
warm welcome message
delivered by Ms. Myrachel
P. Cuadra, OIC - OPCDO,
who commended
the students for their
enthusiasm and encouraged
them to value the spirit of
cooperation and teamwork
— the essence of every
successful cooperative. An
overview of the activity was
presented by Ms. Dianne
April V. Matel, setting
the tone for the exciting
competition ahead.

Serving as quiz
master, Ms. Kyla Joryz B.
Ramos facilitated the quiz
bee proper, which tested
participants through several
rounds of challenging
questions designed to assess
both speed and accuracy.

After an engaging
competition, Maverick
Janvier A. Afionuevo of St.
Thomas More Academy
in Bacoor City emerged
as Champion, earning 94
points. Following closely
behind was Ulydycy Zhoey
Shan L. Barzaga of Gov.

DM Camerino Integrated
School in Imus City, who
secured the Ist Runner-Up
title with 91 points, while
Erna Marie M. Tanquion
of Holy Family Academy
of GMA Inc. in General
Mariano Alvarez took the
2nd Runner-Up spot with
88 points.

To conclude the
activity, Ms. Nelia Cotoner-
Vidallion,  Treasurer -
Provincial Cooperative
Development Council -
Cavite delivered her closing
remarks, congratulating all
participants and expressing
appreciation to the schools,
teachers, and organizers for
their support in promoting

cooperative education
among the youth.
The Provincial

Koop Quiz Bee continues
to serve as an engaging
platform to promote
cooperative awareness
among the youth, nurturing
future advocates of the
cooperative movement in
Cavite.---JDP

THE  Office of the
Provincial Veterinarian
(OPV), in coordination with
the College of Veterinary
Medicine and Biomedical
Sciences of Cavite State
University (CvSU),
spearheaded the Cavite
Animal Health Congress
2025 on October 15, held at
the International Convention
Center, CvSU Indang,
Cavite. The event gathered
veterinarians, researchers,
and stakeholders to discuss
updates and innovations in
animal health management
and disease prevention.

The program opened
with an invocation and
messages of support from
Governor Francisco Gabriel
D. Remulla, Dr. Constante
J. Palabrica, Undersecretary
for Livestock - Department
of Agriculture, Dr. Ma.
Agnes P. Nuestro, CvSU
President, and Dr. Christian
P. Dauqigan, OIC Director
of the Bureau of Animal
Industry. Dr. May M.
Magno, MPA, Provincial
Veterinarian, presented
the rationale of the event,
emphasizing the province’s
commitment to ensuring
animal health and food
safety ~ through  video
message.

Experts shared
valuable insights on
various topics such as
Rabies Updates by Dr.
Jeffrey L. Cruz, Human

Rabies and Animal Bite
Management by  Ms.
Charlene E. Rosanes, RN,
MPH, and Avian Influenza
Program Updates by Dr.
Jhoanna Marie F. David.
International collaboration
was highlighted through
a presentation by Dr.
Paula Leona C. Fletcher
on laboratory diagnosis of
avian influenza virus from
South Korea.

In the afternoon,
discussions centered on
African  Swine  Fever
Updates by Mr. Marcial
T. Malana Jr., and
antimicrobial resistance in
poultry and swine presented
by Dr. Dei Anne G. Adona.
Ms. Marian Lovella A.
Parot of the Agricultural
Training Institute IV-A
shared  programs  and
services supporting local
farmers and veterinarians.
The congress concluded
with an awarding of
certificates and closing
remarks from Dr. Rezin C.
Bahia, Dean of the College
of Veterinary Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences.

The Cavite Animal
Health  Congress 2025
served as a vital platform
for  collaboration  and
knowledge-sharing,
reinforcing Cavite’s
dedication to safeguarding
animal welfare and public
health. ---A. Sarte (Cavite
PIO)
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Republic of the Philippines

Fourth Judicial Region

Regional Trial Court of Cavite

Office of the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff
New Justice Hall, J.P. Rizal Avenue, Kaybagal
South, Tagaytay City

EJF NO. TG-24-088

FOR: Extra-Judicial Foreclosure

of Real Estate Mortgage Under Act

No. 3135, As Amended by Act No. 4118

RIZAL COMMERCIAL BANKING

CORPORATION, (in its capacity as successor-in-
interest of RCBC Savings Bank, Inc.) represented by
Atty. Leonardo A. Yepes, Jr.,

Petitioner-Mortgagee,

-versus-

SPS. DENNIS C. AND LIVIA B. MANGAOIL
as represented by AIF Eva Arzaga,
Respondents-Mortgagors,

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial foreclosure sale under Act
3135, as amended, filed by Petitioner-Mortgagee, RIZAL
COMMERCIAL BANKING CORPORATION, (in its capacity
as successor-in-interest of RCBC Savings Bank, Inc.), a
corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the
laws of the Republic of the Philippines, with principal office
and place of business at 28th Floor AT Yuchengco Centre,
25th & 26th Sts., Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City, pursuant
to the terms and conditions of the Real Estate Mortgage
(“MORTGAGE”) executed and notarized on March 26, 2024
by Respondents-Mortgagors, SPS. DENNIS C. MANGAOIL
AND LIVIA B. MANGAOIL, both of legal age, Filipino citizens,
with residence and postal addresses at (1) 939 Mindoro St.,
Sampaloc, Manila, (2) Dabubu Pequeno, San Agustin Isabela,
Philippines and (3) Unit 823 Mondavi 3, Brgy. Lalaan, Silang,
Cavite, Philippines, represented by EVA B. ARZAGA, as per
Special Power of Attorney executed and notarized on May 16,
2013 in favor of the Petitioner/Mortgagee, over a real estate
property including improvements thereon, described in and
covered by CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO.
076-2023000899 of the Registry of Deeds for Tagaytay City,
to satisfy the outstanding obligation of the Mortgagors in the
amount of ONE MILLION SIX HUNDRED SEVENTY-SEVEN
THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED FORTY-FOUR PESOS AND
79/100 (Php1,677,944.79) exclusive of any penalties and
interest, as of June 14, 2024, the undersigned Clerk of Court
& Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Cavite thru
her deputy, Oliver N. Mendoza, will sell at public auction on
January 15, 2026 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon
thereafter, at the New Hall of Justice of Tagaytay City, to the
highest bidder, for Cash or Manager’s Check and in Philippine
Currency, the following property with all its improvements
thereon, to wit:

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 076-
2023000899
Registry of Deeds for Tagaytay City

“IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the unit identified and
described as:

8TH FLOOR : 8F-23 : 2-BEDROOM UNIT : 44.58 SQ. M

in the diagrammatic floor plan appended to the enabling
or master deed of the condominium project annotated on
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 2013000079 which
embraces and describes the land located at BRGY. OF
LALAAN, MUN. OF SILANG, PROV. OF CAVITE, IS. OF
LUZON with an area of ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED
SEVENTY-THREE (1,473) Square Meter, is registered in the
name of:

Owner: SPOUSES DENNIS C. MANGAOIL, FILIPINO, AND
LIVIA B. MANGAOIL, ROMANIAN

Address: DABUBU PEQUENO SAN AGUSTIN, ISABELA,
PROVINCE”

In the event the public auction should not take place on the
said date, it shall be held on January 22, 2026 without further
notice.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to
investigate and verify for themselves the CONDOMINIUM
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 076-2023000899, the
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the
above stated time and date.

Tagaytay City, Philippines, October 13, 2025.

ATTY. VARBRA ANN A. VARIAS-DIMAYUGA
Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff

OLIVER N. MENDOZA
Sheriff-In-Charge

Copy Furnished:

RIZAL COMMERCIAL BANKING CORPORATION,

(in its capacity as successor-in-interest of RCBC Savings
Bank, Inc.)

Petitioner-Mortgagee

28th Floor AT Yuchengco Centre, 25th & 26th Sts., Bonifacio
Global City, Taguig City

SPS. DENNIS C. MANGAOIL AND LIVIA B. MANGAOIL
Respondents-Mortgagors

(1) 939 Mindoro St., Sampaloc, Manila,

(2) Dabubu Pequeno, San Agustin Isabela, Philippines

(3) Unit 823 Mondavi 3, Brgy. Lalaan, Silang, Cauvite,
Philippines

EVA B. ARZAGA
Attorney-in-Fact of the Respondents-Mortgagors
939 Mindoro St., Sampaloc, Manila

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE,
DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S
SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF THE AUCTION SALE
UNDER THE PENALTY OF LAW

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
October 13, 20 & 27, 2025

NAIA adds 110 screeners
ahead of ‘Undas’ rush

By Ma. Cristina Arayata

MANILA — An additional 110 screeners have been
deployed by the Office for Transportation Security
(OTS) at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport
(NAIA) ahead of the expected influx for the “Undas”
break.

To date, there are 1,203 OTS personnel
across NAIA terminals and 1,232 personnel in other
airports nationwide, OTS Acting Administrator
Jose Briones Jr. told the Philippine News Agency on
Tuesday.

In preparation for the influx, he said the OTS
ensures 24/7 security monitoring.

Security auditors were deployed to ensure
that airport operators are properly and adequately
implementing security measures aligned with both
national and international standards.

“We also do regular preventive maintenance
of all security screening equipment to avoid

breakdowns, particularly in anticipation of increased
passenger volume,” Briones said.

The OTS also launched an information
campaign on travel dos and don’ts and a list of
prohibited items.

Among the reminders are:

* Limit baggage to essential items to ensure faster
processing at screening checkpoints.

* Pack sharp or pointed objects in checked baggage.
* In transporting firearms and ammunition, be sure
to bring appropriate licenses and permits.

* Liquids, aerosols and gels in carry-on baggage
must be in containers of 100 ml or less. Anything
exceeding 100 ml should be placed in checked
baggage.

Briones said passengers can visit the OTS
website to review the updated list of prohibited items.

It is a national holiday on Oct. 31 to allow
Filipinos to go home to their provinces for the All
Saints” Day and All Souls’ Day weekend. (PNA)

DOH urges hospitals
to follow blood bank
coordination policy
amid shortages

By Patricia Bermudez

STA. ROSA CITY, Laguna (PIA) — The Department of
Health (DOH) has reminded hospitals of their policy
on blood supply coordination to ensure safe and quality
blood supply for patients in need of transfusion.

Citing Department Circular 2024-0406,
Joseph Balderas, Medical Technologist II at the DOH-
Center for Health Development in CALABARZON,
emphasized that that hospitals and other healthcare
facilities are responsible for coordinating with licensed
or authorized Blood Service Facilities (BSF) to secure
blood supplies for patients.

“It’s not the patient nor their relative’s
[responsibility] to look for the blood supply, but the
hospital’s. Sadly, there are instances when the relatives
themselves had to look for blood when the hospital
supply was low.”

This follows complaints from patients and
their relatives, who were instructed by healthcare
facilities to directly coordinate and procure the needed
blood.

Balderas noted that this practice comes with
risks such as blood mismatch and spoilage when not
stored properly.

“There have been some reports when the
relatives do secure the blood supply. But for some
reason, they had to go home first. Some even stored
the blood in freezers which caused it to spoil. That’s
what we want to avoid [with hospital-to-hospital
coordination].”

In 2025, legislators passed House Bill 2132 to
establish a modern and efficient blood services network.
The measure seeks to upgrade transfusion services,
enhance blood supply management, and implement an
efficient program for collecting and providing blood
services and products across the country. (PB/PIA4A)

Comelec logs 36K
applications on
1st day of voters’
registration

By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA — The Commission on Elections (Comelec)
on Tuesday said it received over 36,000 applications
for registration during the first day of the nationwide
resumption of voters’ enlistment on Monday.

Data from the poll body showed a total of
36,536 people submitted their applications on Oct. 20.

Calabarzon recorded the highest number
of applicants at 8,290; followed by National Capital
Region at 4,637; Central Luzon at 4,100; and Central
Visayas at 3,145.

The least number of applications was recorded
in the Cordillera Administrative Region at 483.

On Monday, the Comelec resumed the voters’
registration, which will run until May 18, 2026.

Satellite registration sites or the Offices of the
Election Officer in cities and municipalities are ready
to accept applications from Monday to Sundays from
8 am. to 5 p.m.

Aside from applications for new voters, other
types of applications are also being accepted, such as:
* Transfer of records
* Change of name and status
* Correction of entries
* Reactivation of registration records
* Inclusion of registration records,

* Reinstating of name in the list of voters

The Comelec is looking to register 1.4 million
new voters for the November 2026 Barangay and
Sangguniang Kabataan Elections, during the seven-
month registration period. (PNA)
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J.Style Philippines Inc.

Panorama Compound 2, Building 182, 4™ Ave. FCIE, Barangay Langkaan |,
Dasmarinas, Cavite 4126

JSTYLE

Position Title
GENERAL MANAGER

JOB DESCRIPTION:

e Formulates and executes production strategies aligned with company goals and client
expectations.

e Sets production targets, sales goals, and profitability objectives.

e Leads the production team (production, QC, packing, logistics).

e Oversees daily factory operations — from cutting to packing.

* Ensures production timelines and delivery schedules are met.

¢ Coordinates with production leaders to monitor efficiency, reduce rework, and minimize wastes.
* Maintain product quality standards based on buyer requirements or export compliance.

* Ensures compliance with labor laws, safety standards, and environmental regulations.

Qualifications:

e Minimum 5-8 years of progressive experience in garment or apparel manufacturing.

* Deep knowledge of garment production processes — from cutting, sewing, finishing to packing.
e Familiar with fabric types, trims, and garment construction techniques.

 High sense of responsibility, discipline, and results orientation.

e Ability to motivate large workforces and foster a productive, safe workplace.

Applications may be sent to name of company HR:
Cherry Mie C.Kim
Email Address: hrdept.jspi@gmail.com

Company/Employer

Company Name: J.Style Philippines Inc.
Complete address: 4th Avenue, Bldg. 1 & 2
Panorama Compound 2 FCIE Langkaan I,
Dasmarifias City, Cavite

Nature of business: Manufacturing

Name of foreign national intending to apply for the position
Name: Jung, Sul Hwa

Address: E1E2 JY Compound, Langkaan |, Dasmarifias City, Cavite
Nationality: Korean

Intended period of employment: One (1) year

Company hereby declares that the above-named foreign national is able, willing, and qualified to perform the services
and job description for his position. The company has the intention to employ the said foreign national and apply for an
Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and Employment — Regional Office No. IV-A located at 3™ and 4%
Floor, Andenson Bldg. Il, Brgy. Parian, Calamba City, Laguna.

Any Filipino jobseeker who is competent, able and willing to perform the services for which the foreign national is intended
to be hired for, may file an objection at DOLE Regional Office No. IV-A located at 3" and 4" Floor, Andenson Bldg. I, Brgy.
Parian, Calamba City, Laguna within 30 days after this publication.

Please inform DOLE Regional Office No. IV-A if you have any information on criminal offenses committed by the foreign
nationals.

Note”: The structure of this template is merely suggestive. Companies are allowed to create their respective job ads,
provided that the contents are complete and compliant with the DOLE.Department Order No. 248 s. 2025 “New rules and
regulations on the employment of foreign nationals in the Philippines”

Ang Caviteno Newsweekly
October 27 and November 03, 2025

OPPESM conducts Local
Recruitment Activity

The Office of the Provincial Public Employment Service Manager (OPPESM)
successfully conducted a Local Recruitment Activity on October 20, at the
New Provincial Government Center in Trece Martires City in partnership with
Iwantclean Incorporated, a manpower agency providing employment opportunities
in the health service sector.

Applicants from different localities participated in the activity which
aimed to connect job seekers with immediate employment opportunities. Three
were hired on the spot and will be deployed at the Gentri Doctors Medical Center,
reflecting the program’s continuing success in facilitating local job placements.

Through initiatives like this, the OPPESM remains steadfast in its
mission to promote gainful employment and strengthen collaboration with partner
companies to address the province’s workforce needs. The office continues to
encourage Cavitefios to participate in upcoming job fairs and recruitment activities
as part of the Provincial Government of Cavite’s efforts to uplift lives through
accessible employment programs.---JDP (Cavite P1O)

Cavite police support
local farmers through
Kadiwa ng Pangulo

By Ruel Francisco

CITY OF IMUS, Cavite (PIA) — As part of its efforts to support food security and
promote local produce, the Cavite Police Provincial Office (PPO) hosted another
round of the “Kadiwa ng Pangulo” selling program at Camp BGen. Pantaleon
Garcia in Imus City on Tuesday, October 14.

The initiative brought together various sectors to promote direct market
access for local farmers, fisherfolk, and small-scale entrepreneurs, while providing
affordable fresh produce and essential goods to the community.

Serving as guest of honor and delivering the keynote address on behalf of
Cavite Agricultural Program Coordinating Officer Ms. Lerene M. Jimeno was Mr.
Jose Alfonso O. Villanueva, Agriculturist I from the Department of Agriculture
Region IV-A. Villanueva emphasized the importance of cross-sector collaboration
in achieving food sufficiency and inclusive economic growth.

P/Col. Ariel R. Red, Acting Provincial Director of the Cavite PPO, also
expressed his strong support for the initiative, highlighting the police force’s role
in advancing community welfare beyond traditional law enforcement.

“The KNP Store established at the Cavite PPO serves as a testament to the
Philippine National Police’s commitment to supporting national development goals
through meaningful community programs,” he said.

Various PNP personnel, representatives from partner agencies, and
community stakeholders attended the event, which featured a market showcasing
local produce and goods.

Red added that beyond its immediate economic benefits, the event
underscores the PNP’s broader mission of fostering sustainable development,
strengthening local economies, and empowering marginalized sectors through
strategic partnerships.

“By championing initiatives like the Kadiwa ng Pangulo, the Cavite PPO
affirms its dual role as both a guardian of peace and a proactive partner in nation-
building,” he stressed. (RBF, PIA CAVITE)

DepEd, DPWH, LGUs
to sign MOA to address
classroom backlog

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

MANILA — The Department of Education (DepEd) will sign a memorandum of
agreement (MOA) with the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH)
and local government units (LGUs) to address the classroom backlog in the country,
Malacafiang said on Wednesday.

The signing of the MOA is in line with President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s
directive to provide direct funding to LGUs for the construction of classrooms in
the country, Palace Press Officer Claire Castro said in a press briefing.

“Nakatakdang magkaroon ng memorandum of agreement ang DPWH,
DepEd at local government units upang mapatupad ito (A memorandum of
agreement is set to be signed by the DPWH, DepEd, and local government units to
implement this),” Castro said.

“Ang nais ng Pangulo, ang kakulangan sa classrooms ay dapat na mapunan
sa lalong madaling panahon para sa kabutihan ng mga mag-aaral. Hindi puwede
ang mabagal kumilos, iyan ang direktiba ng Pangulo (The President wants the
classroom shortage to be addressed as soon as possible for the benefit of the
students. Delays in action are not acceptable — that is the President’s directive).”

Castro did not indicate when the MOA is expected to be signed.

She said Marcos wants the swift construction and improvement of
classrooms, after the DepEd lamented that only 22 out of the 1,700 classrooms
targeted for completion this year have so far been finished by the DPWH.

DepEd Secretary Sonny Angara on Tuesday raised concern over the delays
caused by the DPWH’s sole implementation of all DepEd-funded projects since
2018.

Castro noted that under the MOA, the funds will be entrusted to the LGUs,
while the implementation and classroom construction will be monitored by the
DPWH and DepEd.

She said that approximately 2,370 classrooms will be constructed through
the partnership between DepEd, DPWH, and LGUs.

Castro said the target is to complete about 2,000 classrooms by the third
quarter of 2026.

“Naniniwala si Pangulong Marcos Jr. na ang pagkakaroon ng maayos at
sustainable na mga classrooms sa bansa ay magsisilbing pundasyon ng karunungan,
kaalaman, at galing ng mga kabataang Pilipino na siyang isinusulong sa ilalim ng
Bagong Pilipinas (President Marcos Jr. believes that having proper and sustainable
classrooms in the country will serve as the foundation of knowledge, learning, and
excellence for Filipino youth — a vision being advanced under the New Philippines),”
she said. (PNA)

Photo courtesy of PIA
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Lawmakers back MBC’s call for due process in
flood control probe

By Jose Cielito Reganit

MANILA — House leaders on
Tuesday expressed their full
support to the call of Makati
Business Club (MBC) Executive
Director Apa Ongpin for due
process for all in the ongoing
probe on alleged flood control
irregularities.

In a statement, Deputy
Speaker Paolo Ortega V of
La Union said Ongpin’s call
reflects the same principles of
transparency and accountability

being advanced by  the
Independent Commission for
Infrastructure (ICI) and by

former Speaker Ferdinand Martin
Romualdez, who has consistently
cooperated with the inquiry.

“We  welcome Mr.
Ongpin’s statement as a reminder
that justice must never be
selective. The process must be
based on facts, not political color

or pressure,” he said.

In his statement, Ongpin
said that like anyone else, former
Speaker Romualdez deserves due
process and a fair, independent
investigation. He also stressed
that investigators must act free
from political interference and
ensure all those accused are given
the chance to defend themselves
properly.

Ortega emphasized

that Romualdez had already

demonstrated  integrity = by
stepping down as  speaker
last month to ensure “full

accountability and transparency”
amid the ongoing investigation.
“We’ve seen the
former Speaker face these issues
squarely. He has cooperated
with investigators and remains
committed to the truth. That’s
the kind of leadership the public
deserves to see,” he said.
Continued on page 2...

When bullying goes online,
DepEd Calabarzon’s
mental health program
goes beyond classrooms

By Patricia Bermudez

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna
(PIA) The COVID-19
pandemic ushered in the
widespread use of online
learning as an alternative
to face-to-face classes in
basic education. While this
shift provided children with
protection from the virus, it
made them vulnerable to a
new danger—bullying in the
digital space.

Social media has
become an attractive platform
for perpetrators, offering them
a sense of anonymity that
allows them to target victims
anytime and anywhere.

Nearly three-quarters
of young people from 30
countries have reported that
social media networks such
as  Facebook, Instagram,
Snapchat, and Twitter are
the most common platforms
of bullying—the very same
spaces that have become vital
to the lives of teenagers and
children.

This finding is further

supported by a 2019 UNICEF
U-Report poll, which revealed
that cyberbullying affects 44
percent of Filipino boys and
43 percent of girls aged 13 to
17.

The report pointed
out that being constantly
connected online means that
school no longer ends once a
student leaves the classroom—
and neither does bullying.

A 2024 study among
selected national high schools
in General Santos City found
that bullying focused on
physical —appearances can
negatively affect students’
sense of self, causing them
to feel unattractive and wish
“they looked different”.

Teacher Gladwyn
Masakayan, School Counselor
Designate at Dr. Juan A. Pastor
Integrated  National High
School in Ibaan, Batangas,
noted that bullying on social
media negatively affects the
psychosocial development of
students.

“Social media has a

Continued on page 2...
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CBMS Presentation of Results
and Data turnover to Strengthen
Local Planning in Cavite

FOLLOWING the Provincial
Product Accounts (PPA)
Dissemination Forum held on
October 14 at the Bayleaf Hotel
in the City of General Trias, the
Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA) also conducted the 2024
Community-Based  Monitoring
System (CBMS) Presentation
of Results and Data Turnover
Ceremony for local government
units (LGUs) in Cavite.

The event was attended
by officers and staff from the
PSA Regional and Provincial
Offices, along with Local Chief
Executives, Municipal/City

Planning and  Development

Coordinators (MPDCs), and
Barangay Officials from various
cities and municipalities across
Cavite.

Participants were
welcomed by Ms. Raquel C.
Ronario, Supervising Statistical
Specialist and Officer-in-Charge
of PSA Cavite.

Keynote messages were
delivered by Ms. Lucia Iraida
A. Songja, former Provincial
Statistics Officer of Cavite,
Atty. Nathaniel De Leon on
behalf of Vice Governor Ramon
Vicente ‘“Ram” H. Bautista,
and 7th District Board Member
Camille Del Rosario who

P24 COMMUNITY-BASED MONITORING SYSTEM PRESENTATION OF

SULTS /AND DATA TURNOVER CEREMONY
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represented Governor Francisco
Gabriel “Abeng” D. Remulla.
She conveyed the governor’s
expression of gratitude to all
participants and the PSA for
their dedication and meaningful
contributions.

A key part of the program was
the presentation of the Highlights
of the 2024 CBMS Result in the
province of Cavite by Ms. Liberty
Q. Jacob, Senior Statistical

Specialist, and Mr. Gerald L.
Amoroso, Statistical Specialist II.
The presentation showcased key
accomplishments such as 98.68%
household electrification, 99.63%

Continued on page 2...
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